
City’s goal: Ensuring ‘protests, marches’ occur safely, lawfully 

Cllr. Levine, Westmount’s public order 
commissioner, explains new position 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The new council commissionership 
position of “public order” created for Dis-
trict 6 councillor Paul Levine includes re -
sponsibilities not explained when the new 
commissioners were announced. 

This was provided last week to the Inde-
pendent by Levine, who had been mistak -
en ly referred to last edition (p. 7) as com-
missioner of “law and order.” 

The newly created commissionership, 
he explained, “is generally responsible for 
overseeing matters that relate to the peace-
ful, safe and orderly use of public spaces” 
– which does overlap somewhat with the 
city’s Public Safety department. 

On the other hand, the commissioner-
ship of public safety – a position held for 
more than eight years by Councillor Kath-
leen Kez, including at 
present – remains un -
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Winter Carnival meant horses! 

At the city’s Winter Carnival February 7, beautiful draft horses Nelly, left, and Max towed a sleigh 
around the King George (Murray) Park football field, their hot breath condensing in the cold air. 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.

continued on p. 4

YMCAs across province cutting back on programs 

Group of Y users advocates to city – 
Mayor met with Y February 2 
By Jennifer Ball 

A group of members of the Westmount 
Y who call themselves “the early birds” sent 
a letter to Mayor Michael Stern and Coun-
cillor Gurveen Chadha on January 16 ex -
pressing concerns about cut-backs to pro-
gramming. 

The Westmount Y is located at 4585 
Sherbrooke and the building is owned and 
operated by the YMCAs of Québec. The 
“Westmount Y” is not an independent en -
tity but a part of the YMCAs of Québec. 

The letter to Stern reads: “We are writ-
ing to you because we are losing some vital 
community services at the Westmount Y 
and possibly the Y itself, and we are hoping 
that you can help…” 

The letter also said, “It has come to our 
attention that staff, programs and services 

have been cut due to budget constraints. 
Unfortunately, these actions affect many 
Westmount residents – children, adults 
and seniors – who have benefitted directly 
from these programs …” 

The Independent met with Ann McCall, 
a spokesperson for the group, on January 
21 and asked why her group had reached 
out to the mayor when the Westmount Y 
is not governed by the city. She explained 
that it was “so that the mayor could have 
some input. We have the Westmount [Pub-
lic] Library and it’s huge in Westmount, 
and it’s really important for the mind and 
the Y is [similarly important] for the body.” 

The Westmount Public Library is a de -
partment of the city managed exclusively 
by it. 

On January 30, 
Mayor Stern provided a continued on p. 3
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• Clean and adjust automatic controls, 
thermostat and safety limit controls 

• Brush out burners and heat exchangers 
• Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

• Lubricate motors and pumps as needed 
• Check for gas and combustion leaks 
• Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment 
• Check flue for satisfactory operation

Tune up includes the following:

The Time Is Here! 
CALL NOW: 514 990-1346

All DHI technicians are experienced, licenced 
with training and certification by many 

manufacturers including: Lochinvar, A.O. Smith, 
Raypak, Camus, Rheem GSW and many others.

www.dhidirect.net 
dhiservicecalls@gmail.com 
445 rue Deslauriers, St-Laurent, QC H4N IW2

During the recent cold emergency we have 
tried to answer calls and help everyone we 
could. To the people we helped to restart 
their boiler or clear ice from their air intake 
and exhaust pipes our agreement was that 
after the cold snap ends or after the heating 
season ends you will have the equipment 
verified to optimize its performance. 
This is your reminder.

Gifts to fight the cold 

Public Security assistant director Kimberley Colquhoun receiving a gift of gloves and boots from 
Judith Philpott of Claremont to add to the unit’s “unhoused kits” for homeless people during cold 
periods. Photo courtesy of Westmount Public Security. 



statement to the Independent that read, 
“The Westmount YMCA is an important 
part of our city, and our community values 
the diverse programs it offers our resi-
dents. I am meeting with the YMCA direc-
tor general on Monday, February 2. This 
meeting will ensure that council and I have 
the necessary insights to make an in form -
ed decision moving forward.” 

On February 11, Mugisha Rutishisha 
confirmed that Mayor Stern met with Pas-
cale Audette, the director general of the 
YMCAs of Québec, on February 2. No de -
tails of the meeting were released but the 
Independent hopes to follow up on whether 
gleaned insights turn into future action on 
the part of the mayor and council. 

City, provincial context 

The city and the Y already collaborate. 
The YMCA’s TeenZone is a partnership 
between the city and the Westmount Y, and 
programming takes place inside the West-
mount recreation centre. 

Flavie Côté, senior director, communi-
cations and outreach at the YMCA of Qué-
bec, provided a statement on January 30 
that pertains to the overall situation of the 
YMCAs of Québec, not only the West-
mount location. 

“[We] have been experiencing a period 
of significant financial and organizational 
pressure, generating major revenue short-
fall in 2025 due to particularly tough oper-
ating conditions. Consequently, we’ve 
undertaken a complete review of our pro-
grams, processes and methods. The sud -
den revenue loss over the past year accel-
erated our timeline and required immedi-
ate action… 

“For several years, the YMCAs of Qué-
bec have expanded their offerings to better 
meet the needs of communities. However, 
this diversification, combined with an 
unexpected decline in our revenues, 
requires us to take significant measures to 
ensure our sustainability. Like many other 
organizations, we have announced the clo-

sure of: 
11 of our 40 community programs, •
all our day camps (except Camp Kana-•
wana), 
as well as adjustments to our physical •
and aquatic activities” 
Despite these difficult decisions, Côté 

said “76 percent of their current clientele 
will retain access to services.” 

Charitable vocation 

He confirmed that the Y of Westmount 
has a charitable vocation in that its offer-
ings are developed to meet the needs of 
communities. 

Westmount Y programming cancella-
tions include Westmount Y summer day 
camp for young children and the seniors 
exercise programming called “Wheelchair 
Weights.” 

Local operational hours pre-COVID 
were longer although Côté did not specify 
how many hours per week the Westmount 
Y has reduced its hours of operations, 
choosing to say instead, “The schedule 
evolves as demand increases.”
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Outremont : Lachappelle Exceptional investment in a unique building in Outremont. A transformative project 

for the area, located close to shopping and transportation. Originally a 3 bedroom, converted to an open plan 

with 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and a powder room. A corner unit offering tremendous light from the oversized 

windows. Impeccable Amenities 

MLS 25332098  |  $2,995,000

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

CALIFORNIA-STYLE VILLA AN EXCEPTIONAL LOCATION IN OUTREMONT

Nun’s Island: This magnificent home, with its unique angular design, offers breathtaking views of the water, the 

beautiful gardens, and the surrounding waterway. This magnificent residence features 3 bedrooms upstairs, an 

office/Den on the ground floor, 3 and a half bathrooms, a family room, bar and a garden-level bedroom.     

MLS 24371986  |  $2,198,000

Géraldine Libraty
Real Estate Broker

514.962.5563
glibraty@sothebysrealty.ca

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

Knowlton, Lac Brome 
Idyllic 6 bedroom country property set amidst 150 acres. 
Perfect family retreat in a stunning location with a 
tennis court, swimming pool and barn/pool house with 
additional accommodation. Only 5 mins from the centre 
of Knowlton. Available for summer or annual rental. 
For further details please contact clid82@yahoo.com

YMCA, cont’d from p. 1

Octogenarian breaks 
ankle in fall on Greene 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Public Security was called February 9 to 
assist a woman who had fallen on the side-
walk of Greene Ave. just south of Sherbrooke 
and was found to have been assist ed inside 
the lobby of an apartment building to keep 
warm while awaiting Urgences Santé. 

She also had a caregiver with her along 
with people from a nearby restaurant. 

It was reported that the woman’s ankle 
had been turned at an angle suggesting it 
had been broken. 

Officers cleaned and covered the open 
wound, and contacted Urgences Santé to 
update them and ensure an ambulance 
was already on the way. 

The woman, who turns 85 in a couple 
of weeks, was subsequently transported to 
the Montreal General Hospital.

Looking northeast at the YMCA building on Sherbrooke St. at Arlington on February 13. 
Photo: Ralph Thompson.



Kudos to new 
administration, Cllr. Moss 

What a difference a new administration 
makes. 

Snow plows are passing more fre-
quently to clear sidewalks in my area; sub-
sequent snow removal seems more timely 
and efficient, without a caravan of trucks 
snaking its way through the street. Thank 
you, Public Works. 

Kudos as well to D5’s freshman coun-
cillor Shawn Moss, for organizing on a 
shoestring of publicity a forum for resi-
dents he aims to hold regularly. What a 
concept: a councillor who takes the initiat-
ive to hear what constituents have to say, 
instead of waiting for complaints. Each 
participant was welcomed at the table; that 
the session ran past the two hours sched-
uled indicates the pent-up need to air what 
is on our minds. 

Dorothy Lipovenko, York St. 

Tax bill leaves 
much to be desired 

Today’s mail consisted of the West-
mount Independent, a delight to read, and 

a brown envelope, always questionable, 
containing five pages concerning West-
mount property taxes. 

This tax bill is the most difficult tax bill 
that I have ever received and being a senior 
citizen, believe me, I have received many! 

Also included was a form to contest this 
current tax bill, for a fee of $340, non-
refundable, I believe. (By including this last 
form, I expect Westmount is expecting a 
lot of property owners to contest their 2026 
tax bill.) 

I believe that I have finally understood 
these five pages of tax information sent to 
me, but surely Mayor Michael Stern and 
his Finance [department] could have made 
this bad news clearer for the average West-
mount senior. 

P.S. By allowing us to pay our West-
mount property tax in three installments 
in no way softens the bill. It just means 
that we citizens must remember to pay 
three times in the coming year! 

Beverley Hutchison, Kitchener Ave. 
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changed. It involves ongoing oversight of 
by-law enforcement, the work of the Public 
Safety department, liaison with agglomer-
ation of Montreal police (the SPVM) and 
security at city events. 

New commissioner explains 

Levine said the new public-order com-
missionership involves four areas. These 
are: oversight of public events and demon-
strations, public space management, emer -
gency preparedness (non-operational over-
sight) and a liaison role with Public Secur-
ity. 

“While at first glance, the mandates of 
public safety/security and public order can 
appear to overlap,” Levine said, “the com-
missioner of public safety [i.e. Kez] is link -
ed to the city’s safety-related services and 
functions, including public security, by-law 
enforcement, parking control, and related 
prevention and outreach activities. In this 
role, the commissioner provides political 
leadership and acts as a liaison with coun-
cil and the administration [i.e. senior city 
employees] on matters relating to these 
services, which remain under ad min -
istrative [i.e. city-employee] responsibility. 

“The commissioner of public order, by 

contrast, is focused on policy and coordi-
nation relating to the use of public space 
and public activities. This role examines 
how gatherings, events and other activities 
interact with residents, businesses and 
municipal operations, and how the city 
coordinates its response within applicable 
legal frameworks and the rights that gov-
ern the use of public space. 

“It does not involve operational or en -
forcement authority.” 

More details 

More specific commissionership of 
public order duties include: 
Oversight of public events 
& demonstrations 

Ensuring that “protests, marches, and •
large gatherings” occur safely and law-
fully. 
Coordinating politically with West-•
mount’s department of Public Safety 
and agglomeration of Montreal police 
on event-related issues. 

Public space management 
Policies related to noise, nuisance activ-•
ities, street closures and orderliness in 
parks, streets and civic areas, which 
also continue to fall under the mandate 
of the commissioner of public safety. 

Emergency preparedness 
(non-operational) 

Participating in planning for weather •
events, infrastructure failures and 
other disruptions affecting public 
order. 

Liaison role 
Acting as a political link between citi -•
zens, Public Safety, police and emerg-
ency officials and the city administra-
tion. 

Policy and by-law development 
Drafting or refining by-laws relating to •
public gatherings, disturbances, crowd 
management and use of use of munici-
pal spaces.

Public order, cont’d from p. 1

Correction: Owl 
mascot is Findlay 

Contrary to what we wrote last week (p. 
11), the Westmount Public Library’s owl 
mascot is named Sir Findlay Featherton. 
The very large bird is named after architect 
Robert Findlay, the library building’s archi-
tect. – DP.

Climbing snow at Winter Carnival

Letters, p. 4 

Police Report, p. 5 

Social Notes: Cedars ball, p. 11 

9 Lives, p. 14 

Westmount A-dog-tions, p. 14

At the city’s Winter Carnival Feb-
ruary 7, three-year-old Lila, left, 
and five-year-old Vera were having 
lots of fun just climbing a large 
snow pile. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

What’s in a name? 

There has long been a wrinkle in how 
Westmount’s own law-enforcement de -
part ment is referred to. Before its mer -
ger with the city of Montreal in 2002 
(which was undone in 2006), the city's 
"Public Safety department" comprised 
the Public Security Unit and the fire brig-
ade. After de-merger, the fire brigade 
stayed merged with Montreal's and the 
city's entity has technically been the Pub-
lic Safety department, but the terms 
“Public Security” and “Public Security 
Unit” are often used too, including by city 
officials and employees, and on the city’s 
own website.
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We compound medication 
for your pet 

Flavoured medicine, chosen format 
(capsules, treats/pastes, liquids, creams). 

It’s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC. 
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 

(Proudly serving our community over more than 20 years) 
Professional Accounting, Tax & Business Advisory Services 

$ INCOME TAX RETURN $ 
Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal) 
• Personal & corporate income tax returns 

• Consultation on corporate structure 
• Real estate statements preparation 

• Tenants’ Relevé 31 preparation 
• Financial statements & Bookkeeping 

• GST, QST, & Payroll reports 

514 227-8765 
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B, H3X 2T8 
email: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

Rent 
your next 
dream home 
Our dedicated service 
team will ensure that 
your rental experience 
with Groupe Copley 
is truly outstanding. 
Questions? Reach out 
info@groupecopley.com 
or 514 656-6437

Choose from our large 
selection of luxury homes 

for rent in Greater Montreal

View our homes on our new website: 

groupecopley.com

Police Report 

Police suggest more robust public use locks 
after additional locker-room thefts 
By Martin C. Barry 

In a follow-up to a recent string of locker-
room thefts at a Westmount exercise gym, 
a police spokesperson at Station 12 is rec-
ommending gym users stay away from 
combination locks when stowing valuables 
and to use a key lock instead. 

In late November last year, police from 
the station responded to complaints after 
the padlocks on three lockers at a Sher-
brooke St. sports and recreation facility 
were sheared off and the locker contents 
stolen. 

Among the personal items taken were 
wallets with banking cards and personal 
IDs, as well as cash and jewellery. The pre-

ventive advice of the police at the time was 
to not store key valuables in gym lockers 
and to leave them at home instead. 

According to Station 12 community 
relations officer Cst. Mike Yigit, there were 
three more locker break-ins last week. But 
what the investigators noticed this time 
was that they all involved the same type of 
combination lock. 

Noting that videos on lockpicking tech-
niques posted on internet sites like You-
Tube have made it easier than ever to break 
into lockers, he suggested that extra pre-
cautions have become necessary when 
stow ing belongings at the gym. 

He said the investigators found that all 
the recent incidents involved Master brand 

combination locks. While maintaining that 
a key lock would probably be more secure, 
he suggested some other steps to be taken. 

“Obviously, the first thing is don’t bring 
expensive valuables when you go to the 
gym,” said Yigit. But if storing belongings 
is absolutely necessary, he recommends 
using a locker in an area where there’s a 
lot of foot traffic, rather than in a locker 
room where there is far less supervision. 

BMW stolen 

Station 12 received one report of a car 
theft last week. 

During the late evening of February 8, 
the owner of BMW X3 compact luxury 
cross over SUV who had parked in the 
Westmount recreation centre parking lot 
while playing in a hockey match returned 
after the game to see that the vehicle was 
missing. 

However, in a demonstration of the 
value and effectiveness of on-board vehicle 
tracking systems, he was able to locate and 
recover the car in neighbouring St. Henri 
within around 20 minutes.

All ages attend Winter Carnival 

At the city’s Winter Carnival February 7, Carlos Oliverra and his partner Ivah with their two-year-old 
daughter Ilai were enjoying all the outdoor activity. Photo: Ralph Thompson.



Repeat of 2025 motion 

Council grants $40,000 to city’s two merchant groups 
By Jennifer Ball 

City council February 3 awarded grants 
of $40,000 each to the city’s merchant as -

sociations. These are the Quartier Greene 
association in the east-end and the Victoria 
Village Merchants’ Association in the west-
end. 

The proposal was moved by city coun-
cillor Paul Levine, whose commissioner-
ship includes liaison with merchants’ as -
sociations. The two merchant groups sub-
mitted a higher request, for $45,000 each 
for 2026. 

In 2025, they each received $40,000 at 
the January 2025 council meeting (see 
January 21, 2025, p. 12, December 9, 2025, 
p. 19).

Westmounters mark World Cancer Day at Victoria Hall 
By Martin C. Barry 

For World Cancer Day on February 4, 
the Cedars Cancer Foundation and Cedars 
CanSupport hosted “United by Unique,” a 
hybrid public lecture at Victoria Hall, 
focused on patient-centered care and per-
sonal stories. 

The event featured, among other things, 
a McGill University Health Centre oncol-
ogist and highlighted 10 years of the Bell 
Fund. 

This year marked a decade since the 
inception of the Bell Fund, a program 
founded by Westmounter Judy Martin. In 
2012, after being diagnosed with stage-3 
breast cancer, she fought back. 

During chemotherapy treatments, she 
realized that no one did anything to help 
cancer patients celebrate the end of their 
treatments. To Martin, that didn’t feel quite 
right. 

Following an example set at the Prin-
cess Margaret Cancer Centre in Toronto 
where there was a longstanding bell-ring-
ing tradition, she brought the idea to Mon-
treal. 

On another note, the Bell Fund provides 
comfort kits to newly diagnosed patients. 
Over the last 10 years, it has supported 
more than 12,000 patients at the Cedars 

Cancer Centre. 
“This really is a chance for folks to get 

together and for us to come to Victoria 
Hall, the Westmount connection,” said 
Westmount city councillor Jeff Shamie for 
District 3, who is CEO of the Cedars Can -
cer Foundation. 

“Since this is our tenth anniversary, this 
is an opportunity for me tonight to express 
my gratitude to everybody involved,” Mar-
tin said in an interview with the Indepen-

dent prior to speaking. 
“You know, the patients deserve to not 

feel alone,” she added. “People ask me 
what is the biggest benefit to the patients. 
And I think it’s that they feel cared for and 
many of them say to us, ‘I don’t feel alone. 
I feel that somebody’s on my side.’” 

Another of the evening’s speakers, Dr. 
Justin Sanders, the MUHC’s director of 
supportive and palliative care, agreed that 
an outcome perhaps worse than not being 

cured of cancer is to feel forgotten within 
the system. 

“There are people who come to the end 
of their lives with cancer who say, ‘I feel 
like a number through much of my experi-
ence – I felt like I wasn’t really understood 
for what was important for me,’” he said. 

However, others don’t always react the 
same way, he added, and feel their treat-
ment provided an opportunity to relate to 
other people as they never had before.
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand-washed 
Never harsh 

machine cleaning 
Pet odour & urine 

treatment specialists 

Persian • Oriental 
• Silk • Wool • Antique 

• Wall-to-wall 
• Upholstery cleaning 
Also: fringe repair • binding 

• spot removal 

White-glove turn-key service 
Pick-up • Delivery 

• Re-installation

WESTMOUNT’S 
TRUSTED RUG & 

CARPET CLEANING 
SPECIALISTS

From left, speakers during the World Cancer Day event on February 4 in Victoria Hall included MUHC surgical oncologist Dr. Sinziana Dumitra, 
recovered cancer patient Alex Villalta, Bell Fund founder Judy Martin, Cedars CanSupport co-director Anna Burgos, MUHC’s director of supportive 
and palliative care Dr. Justin Sanders, Cedars CanSupport co-director Virginia Lee and Cedars Cancer Foundation CEO Jeff Shamie.

The Key Tag Service 

protects your keys and 

has been supporting child

a.cpsamart wy tags aeee kder frrO

has been supporting child 

amputees for 50 years!
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Mt. Pleasant-Holton update: It’s hard out there for a fence 

Green fence broken down within days, then encased by city in metal fence 
By Jennifer Ball 

The entrance to the staircase connect-
ing Holton Ave. and Mount Pleasant Ave. 
was closed for precautionary reasons in 
April 2025 with a Jersey wall, and a green 
snow fencing was added on February 5, 
presumably to impede anyone from using 
the closed stairs. 

The fencing could not have served its 
purpose for long because within days of 
installation it was broken and tamped 
down at both streets’ access points. 

As a result, on February 16 a third bar-
rier was installed, namely metal fencing 
that bears the following message from the 
city: “Stairs Closed. Due to deterioration of 
supports. For your safety do not use. 
Repair works scheduled to begin soon.” 

As the Independent reported on Febru-
ary 10 (p. 5), pedestrians have been using 
the stairs despite the concrete barrier and 
the lack of snow shovelling. The Indepen-
dent observed on February 10 that the stairs 
have also accumulated ice, making it a slip-
pery chute. 

On February 5, Mugisha Rutishisha, 
director of communications for the city, 
told the Independent that “The city aims to 
begin work in the spring. The Public 
Works department is currently finalizing 
the procurement requirements. Until a 
contract is awarded, we cannot provide a 
specific timeline or start date.” The staircase connecting Holton Ave., left, and Mount Pleasant Ave., right, on February 10 and February 16 (insets).

Mayes joins city’s PAC 
By Jennifer Ball 

During the February 3 council meeting, 
the motion carried that Sophie Mayes be 
appointed as a member of the city’s Plan-
ning Advisory Committee (PAC), effective 
February 6, for a one-year term. 

Clement Demers, David Hanna, Ryan 
Karasick and Karen Ann McCauley were 

re-appointed as members of the PAC, for 
two-year terms, pursuant to By-law 1575. 

Karasik was appointed as chair of the 
PAC effective February 6 and McCauley 
appointed vice chair. 

The Independent reached out to city 
com munications director Mugisha Rutish-
isha on February 9 to arrange an interview 
with Mayes, who is an architect (OAQ) and 
urban planner with over 25 years of experi-
ence in project management and develop-
ment, but there was no response from her 
in time for the Independent’s print deadline. 

Remuneration 

In reply to a question by the Indepen-
dent, on February 12 Rutishisha explained 
how PAC members are remunerated. 

He said, “According to articles 18 and 19 
of By-law1575, PAC members are entitled 
to an attendance fee of $500 for each ses -
sion they attend. Furthermore, members 
may be reimbursed for expenses related to 
their official mandate, provided such 
actions received prior authorization from 
the council.”

Tobogganing at Winter Carnival 

At the city’s Winter Carnival February 7, Zoe was having a ball tobogganing with her father Michael. 
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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WHA Winter/Spring 2026 LECTURE SERIES 
Creative Careers in Westmount 
Thursday, February 26, 2026 
Montreal as Muse: Photographs by Clara Gutsche and David Miller 
Speakers: Clara Gutsche, artist and David Miller, photographer 

Thursday, March 26, 2026 
Ruth Abramovitsch Sorel: The Diaspora of German Modern Dance 
and Its Impact on Dance in Canada 
Speaker: Jens Richard Giersdorf, Ph.D., Professor & Chair Dept. of 
Contemporary Dance, Faculty of Fine Arts, Concordia University 

Thursday, April 23, 2026 
The Life and Times of My Mother, Eva Prager O.C. 
Speaker: Vincent Prager, maritime lawyer and only son 
of Eva and Richard Prager 

Westmount Room at the Westmount Public Library, 
4574 Sherbrooke St. W. 
from 7 to 9 pm 
Admission free for members. $5 for others at the door 
For more information contact www.WHA.quebec 
Series prepared by Louise Carpentier & Irina Nazarova

Batshaw Children Seeking Homes 

Nora, Raphael and Cassandra 
need a nurturing home 

A loving, long-term foster home is be -
ing sought for a biracial sibling group of 
three children: Nora (7 years old), Raphael 
(12), and Cassandra (11). The children are 
in need of a nurturing home where they 
can grow, heal and thrive together as a 
family unit. 

Nora is a playful, easygoing child who 
loves to spend time connecting with people 
close to her. 

She is expressive and likes to interact 
with her family. She has some difficulty 
dealing with frustration and is looking for 
a supportive approach to help her learn to 
manage with greater ease. 

Raphael is a sensitive child with an 
intro verted nature who likes to be helpful. 
He demonstrates some challenges with 
com munication and day-to-day organiza-
tion. 

He would benefit from a gentle ap -
proach towards learning how to improve 
self-efficacy in daily activities. 

Cassandra is a reserved, kind and curi-
ous child who takes time to warm up to 
others. 

She is attuned to people’s emotions and 

tends to focus on the needs of others in a 
way that can make her feel anxious. She 
would benefit from a consistent and pre-
dictable living environment. 

All three children are meeting their de -
velopmental milestones. They would bene-
fit from a stable, caring environment 
where their unique needs are supported. 
They would also thrive in the presence of 
foster parents who are inclined to help 
them develop healthy adaptation skills and 
support the continued development of 
their self-esteem. 

The ideal foster family for Nora, Raph-
ael and Cassandra would a two-parent 
family from the black community, with a 
willingness to make a long-term commit-
ment to the sibling group as a whole. The 
family should also be open to facilitating 
structured visits with their parents, with 
whom they maintain a positive relation-
ship. 

For more information about Nora, Raph-
ael and Cassandra please contact Batshaw 
Youth and Family Centres at 514.932.7161, 
ext. 1139. 

Council splits as it does not follow two PAC recommendations 

City allows windows at 708 Grosvenor, 
patio door at 621 Côte Rd. – 
refuses front fence at 401 Côte Rd. 

By Laureen Sweeney 

City council February 3 overturned a 
recommendation of the city’s Planning 
Advisory Committee (PAC) and agreed to 
allow a permit to be issued for the instal-
lation of four double-hung windows on the 
street-facing façades of the upper floor of 
the house at 708 Grosvenor. 

While the request had received an unfa-
vourable recommendation from the city’s 
Planning Advisory Committee (PAC), the 
council resolution stated that “the council 
is not required to endorse the PAC” rec-
ommendations and considers the permit 
request to be “in compliance with the By-
law 1305. This by-law governs the city’s Site 
Planning and Architectural Integration 
Programmes (SPAIP) by-law.” 

The motion was approved by all mem -
bers of the council with the exception of 
Councillor Shawn Moss, who explained 
that his vote against the motion was in 
keeping with the vote he had made at a 
meeting of the PAC, on which he sits as 
commissioner of urban planning and sus-
tainable development. 

In a subsequent decision, the council 
voted for the revision of a proposed two-
panel patio door instead of “the authorized 
three-panel door” at 621 Côte St. Antoine 
Rd. As in the previous case, Councillor 
Moss voted against the motion. 

Regarding a request described as to re-
locate and install a secondary “front door 
fence” at 401 Côte St. Antoine, the council 
voted unanimously for refusal.

401 Côte St. Antoine, right, and 403 Côte St. Antoine on February 15. Photo: Independent.  
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Harounoff: ‘UN has been appallingly, deafeningly silent on the matter of Iran’ 

Journalist Mojahedi interviews Israel’s 
international spokesperson to the United Nations 
By Jennifer Ball 

Journalist Jonathan Harounoff, who has 
been Israel’s spokesperson to the United 
Nations since 2024, told the Shaar Hasho-
mayim’s congregation that the organiza-
tion he works at – whose mandate is to pre-
vent conflict and support peacekeeping – 
has been appallingly, deafeningly silent on 
the matter of Iran. 

Harounoff wrote the 2025 book Unveil -
ed, which takes the reader inside Iran’s 
“Woman, Life, Freedom” protest move-
ment that gelled after the slaying of Mahsa 
Jina Amini for wearing a loose hijab in 
September 2022. Reaction to her death 
prompted the most serious challenge the 
Islamic Republic in Iran had faced up to 
that time. 

Harounoff ’s journalism in The Jerusa-
lem Post, The Times of Israel, and The Jewish 
Chronicle often focuses on anti-Semitism, 
Jewish communities, contemporary politi-
cal dynamics, extremism and geopolitics. 

He was at the Shaar synagogue on Feb-
ruary 5 to be interviewed by Iranian journal-
ist and podcast host Negar Mojahedi about 

two things: Unveiled and the violent 2025-
2026 clashes between the Iranian regime 
and the Iranian people that some ac counts 
put as causing some 36,500 deaths. 

The Shaar is located at 450 Kensington 
Ave. and thankfully it boasts an excellent 
generator because it had to be activated 
when the building lost power minutes into 
the discussion, and Harounoff and Moja-
hedi got on with it by reviewing talking 
points using flashlights and bellowing. 

Traumatic time in Iran 

Reflecting on current events in Iran, 
Mojahedi said, “This is a very traumatic 

time. It’s a very emotional time, and I know 
that for a lot of my Jewish friends, seeing 
the images of this massacre in Iran have 
been very triggering because it reminds 
them, of course, of October 7… 

“It’s very much like October 7, except 
for the fact that, unfortunately, in Iran, we 
don’t have an IDF. We don’t have anyone 
coming to our rescue and it is our so-called 
government who is doing this to us.” 

Between January 8 and 11, the deadliest 
massacre in modern Iranian history took 
place and Harounoff expressed that the UN 
– whose mandate is to prevent conflict and 
support peacekeeping – has been “MIA.” 

As an insider, he knows how the wheels 
of operations grind and said, “The United 
Nations [usually] works at [such a rapid 
speed that] you would never have thought 
possible in a massive bureaucracy …The 
speed in which they are able to issue state-
ments of condemnation, convene urgent 
Security Council sessions is really quite 
remarkable but, after two and a half weeks, 
there was radio silence concerning what 
was happening inside of Iran… 

“[The United Nations] has been appal-
lingly, deafeningly silent on the matter of 
Iran.” 

Harounoff said they are incredibly vocal 
when it comes to Israel, however. “When 
there are issues in Israel, in Gaza, they, of 
course, deserve attention but having spent 
almost two years at the United Nations – 
where there are 193 member states – it 
does sometimes feel like there’s just one 
member state: Israel.” 

Harounoff said that this was a huge dis-
service to the people of Iran, Ukraine, 
Sudan, Nigeria and elsewhere who are also 
suffering but, “They are not even an after-
thought.”Iranian journalist and podcast host Negar Mojahedi and British writer and journalist Jonathan 

Harounoff at the Shaar on February 5.

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Snuff Bottles
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Cedars ball marks 60 years of foundation’s battle with cancer 

The Cedars Cancer Foundation celebrat -
ed its 60th year with a magnificent gala. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Armen Apri-
kian, medical director of the MUHC Cancer 
Care Mission, and Westmount city council-
lor Jeff Shamie, CEO Cedars Can cer Foun-
dation, the outstanding evening also fêted 
the 10th anniversary of the opening of the 
Cedars Cancer Centre and the 25th anni-
versary of Sarah’s Fund for Cedars, which 
raises funds for pediatric hematology-oncol-
ogy at the Montreal Children’s Hospital. 

Honorary co-chairs of the gala were 
Melanie Cosgrove and Andrew Lutfy, Simé 
and George Armoyan, and Audrey Huot 
and Nadim Rizk. 

“We can’t thank them enough for their 
belief in Cedars, for their generous sup-
port, and for bringing out so many people 
to the gala,” said Michael Flinker, Cedars 
board chair, attending with his wife Marcia 
Gillman. 

The evening co-chairs were Paola Apri-

kian and Daphne Tsadilas Shamie. Held 
at Windsor Station, the event was themed 
“A journey through time,” taking guests on 
a symbolic train ride through the past six 
decades to highlight key milestones of the 

foundation’s history. 
“It all started in 1966, with Joseph Cha-

mandy, who wanted to wage war on cancer 
after losing his son Harley to the disease,” 
explained Jeff Shamie. With the help of 

Harley’s surgeon, Dr. Edward Tabah, and 
Harley’s wife Shirley Cook Chamandy, 
Joseph started raising funds to purchase 
specialized cancer equip-
ment for the Royal 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

continued on p. 12

The Gala 2025 leadership team: Andrew Lutfy, Melanie Cosgrove, Audrey Huot, Nadim Rizk, Daphne Tsadilas Shamie, Jeff Shamie, Paola Aprikian, 
Dr. Armen Aprikian, George Armoyan and Simé Armoyan.
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 Victoria Hospital. 
The foundation has since grown into a 

registered charity that raises millions of 
dollars every year to support cancer care, 
research and education at the MUHC. The 
gala also honoured the MUHC healthcare 
practitioners and scientists who work in 
oncology. 

Among the elegant guests were many 
MUHC oncologists, nurses and research -
ers, as well as several members of the 
MUHC leadership team including doctors 
Lucie Opatrny, president and executive 
director, and Rhian Touyz, executive direc-
tor and chief scientific officer RI-MUHC; 
Peter Kruyt, board chair; Alain Biron, 
director of nursing; and Christine Bou-
chard, associate director of the MUHC 
Cancer Care Mission. 

Noted guests included Westmount mayor 
Michael Stern and his wife Susan Stern; 
Westmount city councillor Gurveen Chadha 
and her mother Roshi Chadha; the honour-
able Tony Loffreda and his wife Angelina 
Loffreda; provincial legislators Jennifer 
Maccarone (Westmount–St. Louis) and 
Michelle Setlakwe (Mont Royal–Outre-
mont), Désirée McGraw, (NDG), Gwen 
Nacos and her son Christopher Nacos, and 
Ariel Dayan Medalsy and Dan Medalsy. 

The Montreal Rhapsody Orchestra play -
ed to a crowded dance floor. Montreal-born 
Juno Award-winning dance artist Rêve 
raised the mood even higher. The über-
glam and über-fun night raised almost $5 
million. Proceeds will benefit the Cancer 
Care Mission of the MUHC. 

The foundation is also raising funds for 
the Together Against Cancer Campaign, a 
unique collaboration between the Cedars 
Cancer Foundation and the Montreal Gen-
eral Hospital Foundation. 

The goal of $100 million will support 
groundbreaking research, treatment and 
care programs that will improve the experi-
ence, quality of life and outcomes of 
MUHC cancer patients. Launched in Feb-
ruary 2024, the campaign has reached 80 
percent of its goal so far.

Social notes…, cont’d from p. 11
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Michael Stern and Susan Stern.

Standing: Jeff Shamie, Saro Aprikian, Paola Aprikian, Peter Kruyt, Dr. Lucie Opatrny, Dr. Armen Aprikian, Taline Koolian, Alex Aprikian; seated: Michael 
Stern, Susan Stern, Daphne Tsadilas Shamie and Claire Kruyt.

Standing: Alice Goldbloom, Patrick Guest, Jonathan Goldbloom, Sarah Nemec, Sarah Lamarche, Gurveen Chadha, Dr. Sarah Prichard; seated: Gwen 
Nacos, Dr. Allan Sniderman, Roshi Chadha and Christopher Nacos.

Michael Flinker, Dr. Marcia Gillman, Lisa Chamandy and Andrew Lutfy. 
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Gypsy of our hearts 

Beautiful Gypsy is a delightful long-
haired bronze-and-black tabby with a 
precious little white chin. Her huge green 

eyes contrast dramatically with her beauti-
ful coat, a truly magnificent girlie. 

She is presently in a foster home for the 
Montreal SPCA and the family reports 
warmly that she is affectionate, sociable, 
active, playful and a good eater. She gets 
along well with everyone and enjoys the 
company of other cats. 

Gypsy is a very healthy 11 years young, 
up to date with her inoculations, spayed 
and microchipped. 

For more information on her, please do 
not hesitate to go to the Montreal SPCA 
website at www.spca.com, scroll to her 
information page from her identification 
number, 2000230720, and click on the 
black rectangular “Fill out the form” box. 

By adding your contact details and inter-
est in Gypsy in the online document, the 
cattery adoption coordinators can easily get 
back to you. 

This then presents the opportunity for 
a conversation when they tell you more 
about her and you can discuss bringing her 
home to settle in with you, as companions 
for the best family life. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

14 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – February 17, 2026

SERVICES INCLUDE 
• Meals and fresh water 
• Litter box cleaning 
• Medication administration 
• Play time

Contact Rachael for bookings 
438-370-5810 
rachael@felinecopetcare.com

PET SITTING & DOG WALKS

FELINE & CO PET CARE

Take a trip to/with Tokyo 

Wonderful Tokyo is a precious tri-col-
our black, grey and white shih tzu who is 
presently in a foster home for the Gerdy’s 

Rescue & Adoptions volunteer animal res-
cue group. 

He is doing very well, adapting to the 
family slowly and finding comfort in the 
routine. This steady love and patience have 
brought calm and confidence to his life, 
helping him adapt to the change in his cir-
cumstances. Enjoying the adult household 
as the only dog in the family, he is highly 

food-motivated, which makes him easy to 
train. He is very good at playing fetch and 
is excellent on leash for his regular walkies. 

He is five-and-a-half years old, weighing 
in at a tiny nine pounds. 

Tokyo is up to date with his inocula-
tions, neutered and microchipped. Please 
do not hesitate to refer to the Gerdy’s Res-
cue & Adoptions website at www.gerdy
rescue.org/ to take a peek at all the fine 
photographs of this beautiful little fellow 

and find out more about him. 
By contacting the volunteers at their 

email info@gerdysrescue.org, you can 
easily present your interest in handsome 
Tokyo and begin a conversation about 
adoption. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue
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If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and 

al Bank of Canada. ® / ™ T

comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to 
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member 
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Roy Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
2025. All rights reserved. 25_90301_B8B_001 (01/2025)

professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 40 years. It is central to how we manage 
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it 
is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our 
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio 
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across 
Canada, with over $8 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

Jean-François Dion, 
Senior Portfolio Manager, 

dvisor
or Sholom Tabak, 
Senior Wealth A r,
at 514-878-4216

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal 

kentwealth.com
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