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Conversion story of historic armoury goes back over a decade

Delays in Hillside Lane condos
chalked up to market, city election

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Conversion of the long vacant historic
Hillside armoury into residential condo-
miniums has hit another in several snags.
This time, after it had been granted a
minor exemption by the outgoing council
to include two one-bedroom units at the
developer’s request owing to the condo
market, the project was then reportedly
held up by the election of a new council.

“Unfortunately, the news on our end
isn’t very positive,” Maya Girlando, devel-
opment director for Groupimmo Elite, said
last week. “We raised the situation with the
city last summer. Discussions have been
delayed due to the re-election period, and
we are still waiting for feedback. For the
moment, we must wait.”
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She told the Independent that “sales were
not sufficient and we were unable to reach
the 50-percent threshold required to obtain
financing and start construction. This
reflects broader challenges currently affect-
ing the city’s condo market. We're hopeful
to have updates soon.”

Across from the WAG

The abandoned armory site is at the
corner of Hillside Lane and Hillside Ave.
across from the Westmount Athletic
Grounds (WAG). It had been built orig-
inally in 1910 as a riding academy.

In subsequent years, it had become well
known as the Hillside armoury and had a
heritage rating of Category II. While both
of its previous uses had

been in accord with zon-  continued on p. 4
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“Hugo was very inspired by 'Fiﬁié);’s accamplishment” of catching .(.and releasing a reportedly

unharmed) squirrel, said owner Sophie Watts regarding the picture of Heather Monaghan’s dog
Finley published last week (p. 3). “He hopes to be just like him when he grows up!”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF S. WATTS.

Bedbug spread closes library
while treatment undertaken

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

When the Independent went to press
March 9, the Westmount Public Library
remained “temporarily” closed owing to a
reported discovery of bedbugs at the city’s
best-used facility.

While the initial report of the bedbugs
March 6 described them as being in the
adult computer section on the main floor
next to the reference desk, a follow-up in-
spection March 8, “unfortunately revealed

11 Av. Severn, Westmount

evidence of bed bugs in other areas of the
public library, beyond those initially found
in the adult computer section.”

The city’s website stated that closure of
the library that day “is intended to ensure
a thorough treatment of the entire prem-
ises.” No evidence of bedbugs was reported
in further inspections at Victoria Hall and
the greenhouses, which remained open.

As a result, library users were asked to
retain their borrowed items “for the time
being.”
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Dog owner shows Public Security Montreal West

photo of larger ‘attack dog’

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A man who had been walking his dog
in Summit Woods February 26 told Public
Security the next day that it had been
“attacked” by a large Bernese mountain
dog-type at 5:20 pm. There were no report-
ed injuries but the owner of the dog had
just walked away.

The complainant, who filed a report of
the incident at the Public Security station
on Stanton St., had a photo of the ‘attack
dog’ and stated that he was willing to go to
court over the incident.

While dogs can be walked off leash in
Summit Woods at this time of year, their
handlers are required to be in control of
the dog at all times, explained public safety

officer Julie Noiret. A few years ago, the city also ordered . $842.000
Starting April 16 to June 15, with the LED lighting for installation at tennis courts SylVle !
nesting of birds in the bird and fauna sanc-  at Westmount and King George (Murray) -
tuary, dogs must be kept on leash at all  parks to prevent light from shining into Lafren lere
times. bedrooms (see story May 9, 2023, p. 4).
. . Chartered Real Estate Broker
Where was Mayor Stern firing one of the city’s cannon? RE/MAX ACTION

Call to Public Security
for light pollution

Public Security answered a call March
2 at 7 pm for light pollution from a neigh-
bour’s house on Clarke. The light was
found to be shining from a parking area at
the back of the house and bothering the
complainant. The caller was referred to
Urban Planning during its opening hours.

According to city regulations to reduce
light pollution, exterior lights must face
downward, be of low intensity and shielded
to avoid shining into neighbouring prop-
erties.

In the past, the city has added shields
to some of its street lights when found to
shine into upstairs bedrooms.

61 Strathearn N.

Affordable 3+1 brm home, bright
and move-in condition. Quick
occupancy possible!

514 895-7001
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com
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36 Ch. Du Bord-du-Lac-Lakeshore #309

Modern 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom unit with spectacular balcony over-
looking Lac St. Louis. Garage space included. Located across from
bike path, shopping, parks & transportation.

MLS #26648935 | Asking $2900 per month

JUNE BAILY ... o

514.941.9105 june@junebaily.com
junebaily.com

L
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Sudini  Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest
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Follow the sagal

Armoury not up to fire code, future uncertain —
Hillside regiment to pull out of Westmount after
67 years (April 1,2014, p. 1)

Sports complex idea
New owner won't tear it down — No condos set
for Hillside armoury, Cllr. Martin says (April 25,
2017, p. 1)
Plans call for pool, rink — Sports complex
planned for vacant Hillside Armoury (August 15,
2017, p. 1)
No indoor pool for Hillside Armoury project —
Developer awaits news from city on sports
complex (June 5, 2018, p. 1)
Future of Hillside property unknown — Plans
on hold to convert armoury to sports complex
(October 23, 2018, p. 1)

Sale between developers
[May 14, 2019, p. RE-8 real estate column: ] “The
historic sales [December] last year involved the
Hillside Armoury, 1-3 Hillside Ave., where plans
for renovation have yet to be revealed...”
Condo idea
Potential residential project on Hillside — New

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Painter Available

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and ref-
erences provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

armoury developers seek decontamination permit
(April 2, 2019, p. 6)

Public presentation slated for February 11—
Plans for condo project include demo of Hillside
armoury (February 4, 2020, p. 1)

PAC hears [condo] proposal for Hillside armoury
— Height, demolition among concerns raised by
citizens (February 18, 2020, p. 1)

City: Developer can’t demo building (October 27,
2020, p. 1/p. RE-3)

New demo hearing for Hillside armoury set for
Feb. 17 (January 18, 2022, p. 10)

‘Taking into account the neighbours’ concerns’ —
Hillside armoury developer submits revised set-
backs to city (September 27, 2022, p. 1)

Go! Residential condo project at Hillside armoury
avoids referendum, last major hurdle (February
28,2023,p.1)

Developers seek minor zoning exemption —
Hillside Lane condos re-designed to add more,
smaller units (March 11, 2025)

Breaking new ground on Hillside? Minor zoning
exemption granted for smaller units (April 1,
2025, p. 10)

Hillside Lane, cont’d from p. 1

ing at the time, the building had become
unsafe owing to “deteriorating conditions”
when the army moved out in 2014 (see
story April 1, 2014). It had eventually been
purchased by the current developer in
2018.

The Hillside armoury on March 6.

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.
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THE TIME |s HERE!
CALL NOW: 514 990-1346

Tune up includes the following:

* Clean and adjust automatic controls,
thermostat and safety limit controls

* Brush out burners and heat exchangers

* Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

vi :
ACCEPTED

CMMTO
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e e e
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RBOG#E8103 4118 36

t"www.dhidirect.net
“ dhiservicecalls@gmail.com

)

Q 445 rue Deslauriers, St-Laurent, QC H4N IW2

[+ hag been a long cold and snowy winter.
Your gag boiler and hot water tanke have
been working hard. Some had problerns,

ome didn’t. Now we trangition to warmer
weather, they will begin to turn off for periods
when not needed. BEWARE a boiler that hag
not been “tuned-up” for geveral years may
cycle off ... and have difficulty restarting.

Call if you need us.

* Lubricate motors and pumps as needed

* Check for gas and combustion leaks

* Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment
* Check flue for satisfactory operation

All DHI technicians are experienced, licenced
with training and certification by many
manufacturers including: Lochinvar, A.O. Smith,
Raypak, Camus, Rheem GSW and many others.
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AISH TAMID ~ o STREIT'S

: ROWN . MANISCHEWITZ
" MEMORIAL CANDLE MANDARIN ORANGES CHUNK LIGHT TUNA WHOLE BABY CORN g PANCAKE MIX MATZ0 FARFEL OR MATZO
Tun. BROKEN SEGMENTS 170 g, ASSORTED VARIETIES 410g T — 1709 MEAL OR CAKE MIX
reg. 0.79 312g reg. 2.99 reg. 3.49 reg.5.99 454¢
reg. 8.99a11.99

l-h"‘*-

MANISCHEWITZ m’ 6 RS
MARSHMALLOWS CRISPY-0'S CEREAL MATZ0 EGG

ﬁ'\” \u!E STRE" S

= NOODLES - | CAKE OR COOKIE MIX

azar—
283 g, ASSORTED VARIETIES 187 g, ASSORTED VARIETIES 341g 255 g, ASSORTED 250-454 g, ASSORTED 284-341 g, ASSORTED
. reg. 6.9 reg. 6.49 VARIETIES VARIETIES VARIETIES
reg. 5.9 reg. 6.99t09.29 reg. 8.99 to 11.99

sea.

CROWN GRANNY'S UNGAR'S STREIT'S
CAKE NATURAL HONEY MARSHMALLOWS GEFILTE FISH MATZ0'S rmun ALMOND
350 g, ASSORTED VARIETIES 3159 283 g, ASSORTED VARIETIES 5679 51b 3409
reg. 8.99 reg. 9,99 reg. 1.99 reg. 16.99 1eg.2.99 reg.13.99

kosher S 1 27015

GATON FOODS t MARVID ; MEHADRIN >~ MEHADRIN
IRSUDT mea MHOLCHERE , PNLED e MOC TEOER > B SHOUER 01T
e 169 reg. 5.26 /Iy~ 1159 /g reg. 3130 1b- 69.00 kg — reg. 28.98/Ib- 63.89 kg

Visit your local grocer for more savings on your essentials

Metro Queen Mary Metro Plus Wilderton Metro Plus Westmount Metro Plus Kirkland

5201, chemin Queen Mary, 2875 Ave VVan Horne, 4840 rue Sherbrooke 3801 Boul. St-Charles,
Montréal Montréal Ouest, Westmount Kirkland

*Specials in effect from March 12th to March 18th, 2026 at Metro Queen Mary (5201 Queen Mary Road, Montréal), Metro Plus Wilderton (2875 Van Horne Avenue, Montréal), Metro Plus Westmount (4840
Sherbrooke W Street, Montréal) and Metro Plus Kirkland (3801 St-Charles Blvd, Kirkland). The regularity of fruit and vegetable supplies is at the mercy of weather conditions. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
In the event of a shortage, please ask for a deferred purchase voucher. No sales to merchants. Photos for information only. TM : brand owned by METRO RICHELIEU INC..
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Baroque arrives at Victoria Hall

By JENNIFER BALL

A community event, Les Goiits réunis —
Clavecin en concert, took place on February
18 at Victoria Hall. It immersed the audi-
ence in European Baroque through an
appealing selection of classical music for
violin and harpsichord.
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Presented in collaboration with the
Conseil des arts de Montréal en tournée,
violinist Guillaume Villeneuve and harp-
sichordist Luc Beauséjour played duets by
Johann Sebastian Bach, Henry Eccles,
Jean-Joseph Cassanea de Mondonville and
Arcangello Corelli on period musical
instruments.

YOUR SMILE INTRODUCES YOU TO THE WORLD,

|/ WHAT DOES YOURS SAY ABOUT YOU?

WestmountDentist.com |

N7

Westmount Square
514.937.3008

You May Be Getting Older, But
Your Skin Doesn’t Have to Show It

Over the years, a number of environmental assaults
on the skin can cause wrinkling and loss of elasticity.

These factors can't be stopped entirely, but they can be
controlled through innovative cosmeceutical products.
A compounding pharmacist can customize a therapy of
cosmeceutical creams prepared for the exact needs of your
skin. The result? Protected, rejuvenated skin that looks as
young and healthy as it did five, ten, even fifteen years ago!

BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI

pharmacie | pharmacy

5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont)
Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205

EST. MONTREAL, QC

RENOVAMBIANCE

PREMIUM RENOVATIONS TIMELESS RESULTS

2007

KITCHEN TRANSFORMATIONS
MICROCEMENT

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS
FULL HOME REMODEL VENETIAN PLASTER

(514) 659-5912

www.renovambiance.com

RBQ 5664-5500-01
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Emergency tree work contracted out for $37,000

A |arge tree blown down in Westmount Park near the gazebo Aprll 5, 2018 during very h|gh winds.

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Given the number and age of city trees
in parks, alongside sidewalks and in other
public spaces, city council February 3 ap-
proved a contract for emergency tree work
“as needed.”

PHoTOs: RALPH THOMPSON

The contract, from February 2 to Dec-
ember 18, was adopted unanimously for
the duration of 2026 to Strathmore Land-
scape Management at a total amount of
$36,792 with an option to renew for two
additional years, 2027 and 2028.

The contractor was described in the res-

Lookmg west on Burton Ave towards Claremont on August 22 2017 at about 4:30 pm.

olution as “the lowest compliant bidder.”
Moved by Councillor Antonio D’Amico,
finance commissioner, the resolution
states that the work is estimated to require
some 80 hours throughout the 2026 time-
frame.
This council meeting was the last one

Some ofthe many Westmount tree victims of Storm Irene, at - the corner of Sherbrooke and Redfem Ieft and Sherbrooke near Claremont on August

28 20” PHoOTOS: RALPH THOMPSON, LEFT, AND INDEPENDENT.
JAYAY Master Editions Coiffure Jean John
A\ Antiques & collectibles 4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount
. 514-486-6261 .
Arthur Younanian Estate & O]
Notaire — Notary Moving Sales
4635 Sherbrooke West Tl
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2 Professional Evaluations monlme
Staging of your home appointments
Tel.: 514 931-2531 Courteous & bonded Staff now available!

info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

held before the long spring break and until
the next one scheduled for March 17.

The need for tree cutting often arises,
especially after wind storms, and snow and
ice storms.

WESTMOUNT’S
TRUSTED RUG &
CARPET CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Z OURIK::

Hand-washed
Never harsh

machine cleaning
Pet odour & urine
treatment specialists

Persian ¢ Oriental
e Silk ¢ Wool ¢ Antique
e Wall-to-wall
e Upholstery cleaning
Also: fringe repair e binding
e spot removal

White-glove turn-key service
Pick-up e Delivery
¢ Re-installation

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com

REFERRED FOR A REA SON .
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SHAMEFUL, CRUEL PHOTO
OF DOG WITH SQUIRREL

RE: March 3, p. 3 photo of dog with
squirrel in its mouth

Poor wee squirrel! And this is why dogs
on the summit should be leashed.

Squirrels are sentient beings. They live
in communities, build homes, use tools
and manage to survive our icy winters.

The [photographer] seems to think the
squirrel was just fine. How do they know?
How would they like to be captured in the
mouth of a much larger animal with
canines?

There may have been internal injuries
not immediately apparent. And what about
the trauma?

This was not a fun, nice photo. This was
cruel, filled with antipathy for small wild
animals.

Shameful!

M. MACMILIAN, DE MAISONNEUVE BLvD.

DON’T MISS BOOKMARK
EXHIBITION AT LIBRARY

For those of you who tend not to go to
the Westmount Public Library, you are
missing out on a very interesting exhibit
in the display case. It is a collection of
items that were used as bookmarks in
books that were donated to the library over
a period of many years.

The items include a ticket stub when
the Rolling Stones were here in 2006 in
addition to currency from a variety of coun-
tries.

Sam BEITEL, ABBOTT AVE.

Editor’s note: And don’t forget to check out
the old bus tickets! I haven’t seen those in
a while... — DP.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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We are Westmount.

Editor Advertising sales
David Price: 514.935.4537 Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567
david@westmountindependent.com advertising@westmountindependent.com
Chief reporter: Laureen Sweeney Accounting: 514.223.6138
Graphics: Ted Sancton office@westmountindependent.com

PrEssTIME: Monday at 10:30 am
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am).

LeTTERS: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them.
Please limit them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for
publication the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to
make subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in
every issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic.
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you
do not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published).

13,500+ physical copies plus low-resolution email and web versions
(11,000+ during possible postal strike — 8,000+ during actual postal strike)
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays or strikes)

OWNED AND PUBLISHED BY:

Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2Mg

Don’t Miss It!

The March 17 issue of the
Westmount Independent is our first

Spotlight
of 2026

Real estate brokers:
Call your rep to advertise!

Other advertisers working in the real estate space:
Call your rep too!
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ENDLESS POTENTIAL —— INTRODUCING — FULLY RENOVATED & RESTORED — ——— SPACIOUS LIVING
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$1,489,000 Al $ ~ q $799,000 - $695,000
452 MT-STEPHEN | WESTMOUNT 341A AV. KENSINGTON | WESTMOUNT 2435 EDOUARD-MONTPETIT 3 | CDN/NDG 4700 STE-CATHERINE 503 | WESTMOUNT
5 BEDS & 1+1 BATHS 3+1 BEDS & 2 BATHS 3 BEDS & 1 BATH 1+1 BEDS & 1+1 BATHS

1 Westmount Square #711, Westmount (QC) H3Z 2P9 PR O F U S I O N Forbes Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency
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Weird signage — Victoria and St. Catherine

%ﬁﬂ 3 i o --
What do these signs mean? They were photographed March 6 on the south and north sides of St Catherme at Victoria. The one at left might be asklng people not to walk on the public grass and

driveway of the city-owned train station, but there is no public land near the one at right, except the sidewalk, which is presumably okay to use. And most city grass is okay to walk on anyway...

PHOTOS: INDEPENDENT.

@ Manoir Westmount .
° A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount Pﬁ‘“ H"‘f';‘l‘\'l;l-\"q-q,
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Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing el gy P ' i J ‘
senior lifestyle — without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where . ;
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of Very affordable all inclusive rates...
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED. Al meals « Medication distribution
 Daily tea v 24 hour security
EVOLVING NEEDS; ONE ADDRESS + Daily housekeeping ¢ 24 hour nurse
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals, v Personal Laundry v Extensive activity programme \/ | N /\ G E
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added .
when and if the need arises. Manoir Westmount Inc. MUSTS
W o . WESTMOUNT 4646 Sherbrooke Street West gﬁf}%
estmount Une accommodates ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
both independentand assisted living. r ‘ne WeSTmOUnT, Qc H3Z 228 FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES .
\_J For an appointment to view, please call A R A
For more information call 514 487-8282 5] 4 9 3 7 3 94 3
4800, chemin de la Céte-Saint-Luc, Montréal o o ! MV(/)E,\?TT,QAECZT '\;I}g]ogii& DSAU IHT;EZCQKP 2 ¥

WWww.westmountone.com www.manoirwestmount.ca eeenne
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Installation of

Truck strikes Greene barrier — A late hit?
i the I-beam barriers

« Guest essay on signage options:
October 18, 2022, p. 19

« Start of work: October 17, 2023,

p-1
« Update: March 5, 2024, p. 16,
» Update: May 28,2024, p. 15, www.hypnosis4me.com
« Termination of work: September Member of ANPQ and IACT

17, 2024, p. SL-16. 514_909_1313

%

£ ——

IJsith_é Independent’é patént;pending, unscientific method, it would seem that the two |-beams Q
installed north and south of the Greene Ave. railway bridge, plus extra signage, have led to fewer I]AY PHUGRAM FUR SENIURS
truck strikes — but not none, as seen here February 23 below Dorchester. In our December 13, 2022
edition, we guessed that we were chronicling a little more than half of the roughly 15 (pre-barrier) WITH MEMDRY I-USS
strikes per year. PHOTO COURTESY OF CHARLES ANDERSON. . . .
L'espoir Day Program offers This fee-for-service program also
. . . . . structured, supervised groups for provides caregivers with dependable
Non-exhaustive list ofGreene rail brldge strikes older adults living with memory and consistent respite. Groups are
« April 22, 2025, p. 3* « October 6, 2021 southbound truck loss, Alzheimer's or other forms offered in English*, French* and
« May 14, 2024, p. 15 (see Oct. 12, 2021, p. 3) of dementia. Our therapeutic Russian.**
« July11,2023,p.7 » September 29, 2021 southbound recreation activities promote For more information contact:
« December 13, 2022, p. 23 truck (Oct. 5, 2021, p. 17) cognitive, social, physical and . X
, P b hbound ) L sheri.stock@cummingscentre.org
. August9, 2022, p. 6 « September 23, 2021 northboun emotional well-being in a safe and ©514.734.1819
+ February 14, 2022 northbound truck ~ truck (Sept. 28, 2021, p. 23) supportive environment.
(February 15, 2022, p. 18) « August 12, 2021 northbound truck R ) )
Feb Iy ’ pt'hb d (Aug. 24, 2021, p. 21) This program is largely funded thanks *Céte-Saint-Luc Aquatic and
. (Fe guary 7ézg§§2nor 3) o « November 5, 2020 northbound truck fo the generosity of the Grace Dart Community Centre.”*Cummings Centre.
ebruary o, » P- (Nov. 24, 2020, p. 4) Foundation and the Cummings Jewish
o December 16, 2021 northbound truck | e ’ p . . . Centre for Seniors Foundation.
(January 11, 2022, p. 7) “Another post-barrier installation strike. LE CENTRE
) ) . . . ki, ﬂ H
« October 13, 2021 northbound truck ~ Unofficial record for shortest time: %i;.) CRACE DART eummings FONDATION g CummlTl;lgS
(October 19, 2021, p. 18) 6 days between strikes Fasadaiian Centre | FOUNDATION

BEFORE

Jeur des portes et fenétres Lepa ge miy,
Wo,.é

N\

o
Specialists in M RT I. N
wood windows
and doors! o
Istributor of Lepage Mittwork
You'll love what we can do for your home!
FREE ESTIMATE
514 486-4635

Martinlndustries. ca
- Showroom 8178 Montview (corner Royalmount) '"@“

Licence RBO 8004-6513-55
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Mardi 17 mars

Abonnez-vous aux notifications

personnalisées!

Ne manquez jamais une date de collecte
et soyez informé en cas de retard ou de
changement d'horaire en vous abonnant
aux notifications municipales via le
Portail citoyen.
westmount.org/collectes

Opt in to personalised

notifications!

Never miss a collection date, and be
advised of any delays or schedule
changes by opting in the municipal
notifications via the Citizen Portal.
westmount.org/collections

Taxes fonciéres 2026

La date limite pour le premier versement était
le 9 mars 2026. Le deuxiéme versement est dd
le 9 juin 2026. Si vous n'avez pas recu votre
compte de taxes, veuillez communiquer
rapidement avec le Service de la taxation.
westmount.org/taxes

Obtenez de I'argent pour vos achats

écoresponsables!
Profitez d'un remboursement pouvant
atteindre 150 $ sur plusieurs produits grace
aux subventions vertes de la Ville ! Faites votre
demande en ligne dés maintenant.
westmount.org/subventionsvertes

Distribution spéciale d'arbres 2026
Chaque année, la Ville de Westmount offre aux
citoyens une sélection d’arbres, dans la limite des
stocks disponibles. Les inscriptions débuteront a
la mi-mars et les arbres seront livrés au
printemps. westmount.org/actualites

Modification a I'horaire des réunions du

Comité consultatif d'urbanisme d'avril
Les réunions du Comité consultatif d’'urbanisme
d’avril, prévues les 31 mars et 2 avril, sont
annulées. Les dossiers inscrits a l'ordre du jour
seront traités lors d’une prochaine séance.
westmount.org/actualites

BIBLIOTHEQUE ET EVENEMENTS COMMUNAUTAIRES

Concours littéraire McEntyre 2026

Les éléves du primaire et du secondaire sont
invités a participer au Concours littéraire
McEntyre en soumettant leurs créations en ligne
ou a la Bibliothéque avant le 22 mars. westlib.org

Artisans Westmount

Jusqu’au 7 avril, les artisans sont invités a
soumettre leur candidature pour participer a
I'édition 2026 d’Artisans Westmount, un
événement mettant en valeur des produits faits a
la main de qualité supérieure. Les créations
sélectionnées seront en vente au Victoria Hall les
14 et 15 novembre. westmount.org/evenements

Concerts d'été

Jusqu'au 6 avril, les musiciens sont invités a
soumettre leur candidature afin de participer aux
Concerts d'été qui se déroulent dans le parc
Westmount les dimanches des mois de juillet et
ao(t. westmount.org/evenements

La Galerie du Victoria Hall :

Appel de dossiers

Jusqu'au 15 avril, les artistes de Westmount sont
invités a soumettre leur candidature pour la
prochaine saison d’exposition de la Galerie du
Victoria Hall. westmount.org/evenements

E-WESTMOUNT | ins

-VOus = sign u

“= BETROUVER
FINDING YOURSELF

Exposition : Corps signifiants

Du 6 mars au 2 avril, la Galerie du Victoria Hall est
fiére de présenter les oeuvres des artistes locaux,
Anais Létourneau-Berzi et Bernie Goulem.
westmount.org/evenements

Ateliers d’écriture créative avec

Louise Cauchon

Les mardis, 18 h, Bibliothéque. Participez aux
ateliers du 17 mars au 7 avril et explorez I'écriture
dans un cadre stimulant et convivial, inspirés par
'idée qu’'un texte en appelle un autre. westlib.org

Rencontre d’auteure : Catherine

Mavrikakis

26 mars, 19 h, Victoria Hall. Lauteure discutera de
son livre The Annex, en compagnie de la
traductrice Kathryn Gabinet-Kroo. westlib.org

Property Taxes 2026

The deadline for the first instalment was
March 9, 2026. The second instalment is due
June 9, 2026. If you have not received your tax
bill, please contact the Taxation Department
promptly. westmount.org/taxes

Get money back for your ecofriendly

purchases!

Take advantage of a reimbursement of up to
$150 on a variety of products through the
City’s green grants! Apply online today.
westmount.org/greengrants

2026 Special Tree Distribution

Each year, the City of Westmount offers residents
a selection of trees, while supplies last.
Registration will begin in mid-March, and the trees
will be delivered during the spring.
westmount.org/news

Modification to the April Planning

Advisory Committee Meetings Schedule
The April Planning Advisory Committee meetings
scheduled for March 31 and April 2 have been
cancelled. The items submitted for these
meetings will be reviewed at an upcoming
meeting. westmount.org/news

LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

McEntyre Writing Competition 2026
Primary and secondary school students are
invited to participate in the McEntyre Literary
Contest by submitting their creations online or
at the Library by March 22. westlib.org

Artisans Westmount

Until April 7, artisans are invited to submit their
applications to participate in the 2026 edition of
Artisans Westmount, an event showcasing
high-quality, handmade products. Selected
creations will be on sale at Victoria Hall on
November 14 and 15. westmount.org/events

Summer Concerts

Until April 6, musicians are invited to submit
their applications to participate in the Summer
Concerts held in Westmount Park on Sundays in
July and August. westmount.org/events

Victoria Hall Gallery:

Call for Submissions

Until April 15, artists from Westmount are
invited to submit their applications for the
upcoming exhibition season at the Victoria Hall
Gallery. westmount.org/events

: westmount.org/ewestmount

Exhibition: Meaningful Bodies

From March 6 to April 2, the Gallery at Victoria
Hallis pleased to present the artworks of local
artists Anais Létourneau-Berzi and Bernie
Goulem. westmount.org/events

Creative Writing Workshops with
Louise Cauchon

Tuesdays at 6 p.m., Library. Join the workshops
from March 17 to April 7 and explore writing in a
friendly, inspiring environment, guided by the
idea that one text leads to another. westlib.org

Author Event: Catherine Mavrikakis
March 26, 7 p.m., Victoria Hall. The author will
discuss her book The Annex in conversation
with translator Kathryn Gabinet-Kroo.
westlib.org westlib.org

THEAMNIX

989-5200 -
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Guest column

Confessions of a (sometimes) respectable mahjong lady

By CARMELA MINDEL

Here goes.

We are five ladies of a certain distinction
— late 70s to late 80s — who have been faith-
fully playing mahjong once a week in each
other’s homes for the past five years or so.

We play for the tiles, yes, but also for
the conversation, the laughter and — let’s
be honest — the food.

There’s Sondra, the eldest and my hus-
band Michael’s aunt. Wise and observant,
she used to be an elementary school
teacher.

Sharon is next in line, who conveniently
lives in Sondra’s building. She used to be
a social worker and a helper in the mah-
jong games of others.

Susan, also in her late 70s, a friend to
us all and a gifted storyteller, was an ac-
countant.

And then there’s Jen, my age and my
friend since we were 13 — meaning she
knows everything and still shows up any-
way. She used to be a professor of Italian
language and literature at McGill Univer-
sity.

And then there is me: also a former lec-
turer of Italian language and literature at
McGill University and then a psychologist
and psychoanalyst working with individ-
uals and couples for over 30 years, until
2012.

One day, Susan casually announced -
between laughs — that she had been out
and about wearing her postiche (a wig or
hairpiece), and absolutely none of her
friends noticed. Not a soul!

A sleight of hand

This revelation landed on the table like
a joker tile. Inspired by Susan’s story (and
possessed briefly by a mischievous spirit),
I did something wildly out of character for
a respectable psychoanalyst and that, dear
reader, is when something shocking hap-
pened.

The words “no one noticed,” sparked in
me the desire to try out my luck in stealing
three jokers that would facilitate my win-
ning the next hand.

I did not think. I just acted.

I had not won for many hands and was
probably frustrated. It was my turn to deal
out the tiles. The jokers were right in front
of me. I wondered if the girls would notice
me doing this, but no one said anything,
so I carried on. No one noticed — just like
Susan’s friends who did not notice her new
hairpiece.

Amazing!

For those who do not play mahjong, the
game consists of matching the tiles in your
hand to a set of tiles on a specific card that

each player has. The game is partly tech-
nique and partly luck. Jokers are very help-
ful because they can replace tiles missing
in the hand.

Naturally, I won the hand. Gloriously.

Then — adding insult to injury — I won
the next hand too, this time completely
honestly. The ladies congratulated me
warmly on my impressive streak. Smiles
all around. No suspicion. No raised eye-
brows. No tile audits.

Guilt sets in

I went home feeling triumphant... for
about an hour.

Then the guilt crept in. By the next
morning, I was tormented. I confessed to
Michael, who laughed and said, “Who are
you, and what have you done with my
wife?”

Wracked with remorse (and a flair for
drama), I composed an apology letter to
the group. Then, in a moment of modern
surrender, I asked ChatGPT to help make
it better — and funnier.

What you read below is my official con-
fession, sent to the mahjong table:

Subject: A Small Confession
from the Mahjong Table

Dear Ladies,

I’'ve been carrying a tiny weight on my
conscience since our last mahjong
game, and it’s time | came clean... It
turns out that | may have — just slightly
— bent the sacred laws of the tile when
| somehow ended up with three jokers
in my hand.

Now, I'm not saying | deserve to be
disqualified from the National Mahjong
Hall of Fame (if there is such a place),
but let’s just say that hand might not
have been entirely kosher.

Call it a momentary lapse in ethics... or
an enthusiastic overreach in the pursuit
of mahjong glory. Either way, | cheated
on that hand. | was probably inspired
by Susan’s story of her postiche and her
amazement that no one noticed it.

| promise to return to the straight and
narrow next week — no funny business,
no creative joker relocations. Just good,
clean, competitive mahjong.

Thanks for being such a fun, forgiving,
and formidable trio. I'll bring cookies
next time as penance (and maybe to
distract you from noticing what’s in my
hand).

With great remorse (and a wink),
Carmela

Next time we met, [ was required —
under oath — to demonstrate exactly how
the crime was committed. I re-enacted the
entire operation step by step, complete
with nervous glances and suspicious hand
movements.

The ladies roared with laughter and
Sondra said: “Good for you for doing this!”

Jen said: “I can’t believe you did this!
What inspired you to cheat?”

I told Jen that the inspiration was learn-
ing about Susan’s undetectable postiche.

They all laughed together. I then con-
fessed that my heartfelt letter of apology
had been written with the help of Chat-
GPT.

Jen squinted at me and said, “Oh, that
explains it. It didn’t sound like you at all.”

In the end, I wondered what made me
act in such an unusual way. There was a
mild mischievous streak that wanted to
surface. My alter ego came out, tired of be-
ing careful and appropriate. I didn’t think;
I just acted, while usually — as a good ana-
lyst — I reflect before speaking or acting.

Not having won several games, while
the other ladies did, probably made me
cranky, insecure and ashamed of my lack
of skill in the game, thus, as the unex-
pected opportunity surfaced, I took advan-
tage of it and increased my chances of win-
ning the hand. I gambled on my friends
not seeing. It was a sort of experiment on
the perception of my friends but perhaps
also a one-upmanship on their observation
skills.

I discovered the underbelly of my usual
ethical side when provoked, vulnerable and
given the opportunity. [ was lucky that my

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

S)

STUART
DEARLOVE

www.stuartdeariove.com

Standard & Restorafive Painfing
Plaster
Stripping, Wood Finishing
Interior & Exterior
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187

RBOQ 8328 8514 09

sdearlove@bell.net
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

friends really cared for me, as they reacted
in a friendly, curious and accepting
manner, turning all this into a humorous
event.

I dealt with my guilt by coming clean
via the email and I discovered that my
cheating was not the end of the world. I
was absolved of my guilt, and all was for-
given.

Aftershocks

Since then, mahjong has never been the
same. I am now played under maximum
surveillance. Tiles are counted. Hands are
watched. Eye contact is constant. If T so
much as blink too confidently, four pairs
of eyes lock onto me like security cameras
at a casino.

I may have won one hand — but I lost
my reputation forever. And honestly?
Totally worth it.

Carmela Mindel worked for many years at
the Argyle Institute, a group of therapists
offering affordable services whose
organization closed in 2022 and was

based one time at the former Reader’s
Digest building on Redfern near St.
Catherine, which itself is now a
condominium building.

For previous coverage, see “Argyle raises
funds for first time” (April 29-30, 2008,
p.1), “Argyle Institute adds award ceremony
and open house to AGM” (November 15-16,
2011, p. 25), “Argyle presents innovative
introduction to Buried Child [play]”
(February 10-11, 2009) and “From Prague
to Westmount, [Cukier] exhibit on at Vic
park lobby (November 8, 2016, p. 24).

WOOD
FINISHING

ON-SITE SERVICE

*Touch-ups and Repairsi.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

*Polishing and
Staining

+Kitchen Cabinets

*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them.
Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am.
Email us at: david@westmountindependent.com
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Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER

Tom is a playful and affectionate Aus-
tralian shepherd-type who would fit in
beautifully in the Westmount canine com-
munity. Tom is a sensitive, sweet, and
highly intelligent companion. He would
enjoy a calm home environment and active
outdoor activity routine. He is a very
healthy seven-year-old, up to date with his
inoculations, neutered and microchipped.

Tom is presently at the Montreal SPCA
kennel and is available for visits and adop-
tion now.

Please refer to the Montreal SPCA web-
site at www.spca.com, then you will access
his information page by his identification
number, A0040818264.

Please plan a visit with him at the
shelter as they are open every day, from
Monday to Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm, with
Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm.
It is located at 5215 Jean Talon St. West,
Cote des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. The
adoption coordinators on-site are looking
forward to finding out more about your
interest and discussing adoption for Tom
with you.

Call Tom: @ |
514 865-1360 "

email: tomgsimon36

@gmail.com ‘5*
ra}@dogwalker

_rain_or_shine

Friendly Tom

'M‘k A

A wonderful buddy, Tom is waiting for
you and your family to visit and bring him
into your lives.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Painter Available

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and ref-
erences provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve
the right to choose and edit them.
Please limit to 300 words and
submit before Friday 10 am.
Email us at:
david@westmountindependent.com

Jamie and Alison Stalker
514 931-0822
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca

155 Hillside Avenue
Westmount, Quebec
H3Z 1W1

Most delightful, Angel is a pretty one-
year-old who enjoys cuddling and playing.
A beautiful grey tabby with large gold-tone
eyes, she is presently at the Montreal SPCA
cattery.

Angel is very healthy, up to date with
her inoculations, spayed and microchip-
ped. You can find out more about her by
going to the Montreal SPCA website at

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Precious Angel kitten

www.spca.com, searching for her informa-
tion page by her identification number,
2000399156, and planning your visit to dis-
cuss adoption at the shelter.

It is open every day, from Monday to Fri-
day, from 3 pm to 8 pm, then Saturday and
Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. Its address is
5215 Jean Talon St. West, Cdte des Neiges,
Montreal H4P 1X4.

Please do not hesitate to drop by and
bring a carrier for Angel if you have one.
If not, you can choose one from the
shelter’s on-site boutique, which offers
foods, accessories and toys to make Angel
comfortable in her new home with you and
your family.

Your neighbour, Lysanne

0

PRIDHAM’'S

AUCTIONS &
APPRAISALS

-OTTAWA-

Fine & Decorative Arts
Call for an
appointment
1-877-533-5877
www.pridhams.ca
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Stagg honoured as new head of Goodman Cancer Institute

Social Notes

VERONICA REDGRAVE

Mia Goodman hosted a celebratory cock-
tail to honour Dr. John Stagg, the recently
appointed new director of the Rosalind and
Morris Goodman Cancer Institute (GCI) at
McGill University.

After obtaining a PhD in experimental
medicine at McGill, Stagg completed his
post-doctoral fellowship in tumour immu-
nology at the University of Melbourne. He
currently leads two research projects fund-
ed by the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research.

Noted from GCI were professor Nahum
Sonenberg and advisory board chair
Suzanne Fortier, former vice-chancellor
McGill University.

Marc Weinstein, vp McGill University —ours of chartreuse and mauve added punch  orchids rose to the occasion. Edible nibbles  relished were the bowls of gummy bears
advancement, praised GCI’s ground-break- throughout the house. Always graceful —were much enjoyed. But perhaps the most and chocolates — empty by the eve’s end.
ing work.

Among the guests were Lillian and
Morris Goodman, Cynthia Price Verreault,
deputy chancellor McGill; Jewel and Paul
Lowenstein, Jonathan Goldbloom, partner
Avenue Strategic Communications; Jeff
Shamie, CEO Cedars Cancer Foundation
and Westmount city councillor; Maxyne
Finkelstein, president Morris and Rosalind
Goodman Family Foundation; then-West-
mount mayor Christina Smith; Geeta
Suchak, Charlene Laprise, Etty Bienstock,
Eric Bissell, Eric Maldoff, Lana Harper,
Susan and Barry Pascal and then city coun-
cillor Mary Gallery.

Guests assembled in Mia’s garden, care-
fully curated with shapes and rhythms. Cre-
ative bouquets with complementary col-

Mia Goodman.

* Charlene Laprise, Cynthia Price Verreault and Suzanne Fortier. Barry and Susan Pascal.

m EST. 2007 MONTREAL, QC
e

Arthur Younanian RENOVAMBIANCE

PREMIUM RENOVATIONS TIMELESS RESULTS

Notaire — Notary

46358herbr00kewe8t BATHROOM RENOVATIONS KITCHEN TRANSFORMATIONS
WeStmount’QCH321Gz FULL HOME REMODEL VENETIAN PLASTER MICROCEMENT

Tel.: 514 931-2531 (514) 659-5912

infO@ayHOtaf‘y-Ca www.renovambiance.com
www.aynotary.ca RBQ 5664-5500-01

Marc Weinstein. Maxyne Finkelstein.
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Artillery Association of Montreal, supporters welcome Mayor Stern

Social Notes

VERONICA REDGRAVE

Although it was a chilly eve, LCol* (ret)
Michel Bourque, president of the Artillery
Association of Montreal (AAM), hosted a
warm eve — a Valentine’s celebration at the
armoury of Westmount’s Second Field
Artillery Regiment (2RCA) on Cote des
Neiges Rd., just outside Westmount.

Founded in 1963, the association is
composed of retired and active members
of 2RCA as well as those who have an inter-
est in supporting veterans and returning
active members of the Royal Canadian
Artillery.

The black-tie evening celebrated signifi-
cant others: spouses and friends of the
Montreal artillery ......ooooiiini
family. The invitation  continued on p. 17

*Col: Colonel

HCol: Honorary Colonel
LCol: Lieutenant Colonel
CO: Commanding Officer
LST Lance Sergeant

CWO Chief Warrant Officer

[OR LIVING
-

Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle — without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS

Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

WESTMOUNT
7 "\
O
\ /|
For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Cote-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com

3 f

| Skwalk/snowsh/rlax in Sutto

n Twnship

n, Easfer
March 1 to April 15
Three bedrooms plus loft (sleeps 8) — 22 baths — Gourmet kitchen -

Gas stove — TV — Fibe “Wood-burning fireplace — Snow removal -

Housekeeping available (at extra cost) — Beautiful home, total comfort.
$3,000 per month.
Contact Mila: 514-567-0330
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read “formal but relaxed” and dress ranged
from tuxedos to military dress uniforms,
some worn with medals.

(I learned that earned military medals
are worn over the left side — the heart.
Other honours are worn on the right.)

Guest of honour was Westmount mayor
Michael Stern, who attended with his wife
Susan. Mayor Stern fired one of West-
mount’s two historic 1810 cannon in “a
salute to the regiment, to the artillery
association, to all who served, and to
spouses and guests” (see p. 3).

It is a relatively new development for
the cannon to again offer ceremonial
salutes for special occasions. They were
initially donated to Westmount in 1897
after being fired by the regiment in honour
of Queen Victoria’s jubilee.

More recently, through the support of
the Westmount Battery re-enactment
group, the cannon were restored to work-
ing order and fired to celebrate Queen
Elizabeth’s jubilee, later her funeral, and
then the coronation of King Charles.

Noted among the guests were Senator
Tony Loffreda and his wife Angelina,
Patrick Martin, president Westmount Bat-
tery and former Westmount city councillor;
commanding officer LCol Jonathan Audet
and France Desbois; major-general Eric . ¢ :
Tremblay, Genevieve : | il - I8 =" =
Richer, hOHOI’al’Y colo-  continued on p. 18 , and Michael Bourque; standing: Patrick Martin, France

GOLDEN GLAMOUR

Handmade diamond hoop earrings
and eternity rings in 18k gold.

Customize your own with choice of
gemstones & rose, white or yellow

s gold KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSTONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son
Moritz Grossmann - Schwarz Etienne - Gerald Charles - Laurent Ferrier

2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Social notes..., cont'd from p. 17

nel and director geriatrics at St. Anne de
Bellevue Veterans Hospital and Michel
Leclerc; Col (ret) Charles de Kovachich
with Elyse Desforges and HCol (ret) Steve
Gregory; and Westmount Battery
members LSgt Benoit Dion, Major Jocelyn
Blanchet, LSgt Francois Pelletier, LSgt

Angelina and Tony Loffreda.

Chinese Works 05 Art
W |
' =

Paintings

-
¢e
Snuff Bottles Porcelain Plaque
E g
4 Buddha Figures o
3 i §
L+ s ) VIANTIQUES & FINEART -
% oY Victor Isganaitis A .
R Appraiser-Consultant ,:‘."

514'944'4919 Porccla.in

Porcelain

n £

Frédéric Lanoes, Master Gunner Thomas
Savoie; Lucette Aubé and CWO Gilles
Aubé; and LCol (ret) Bob Boutillier 3rd
Field Engineer Regiment, formerly at
Westmount’s Hillside Armoury.

(Fun fact: The Westmount Battery will
be representing Westmount in the up-
coming St. Patrick’s Day Parade.)

The smart precision of the uniforms

Michael Leclerc and Geneviéve Richer.

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

\ Ann-Marie
Larve
514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!
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provided the perfect backdrop for ladies’
graceful evening wear. Distinctive medals
were a classic counterpart to beautiful
bijoux.

Finally, I can’t resist adding. There was
a special “couple” that Valentine’s night.
The historic cannon have consecutive ser-
ial numbers, which means they have been
together for over 200 years.

Simply...
“Efficient”

Au plaisir!

Marie-José
Aubin
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A Mayor Stern and the Westmount Battery. The
dark uniforms with the diagonal white belts
are historically accurate uniforms from the
Canadian militia artillery of 1860, near the
time of Confederation. Standing: Benoit Dion,
Jocelyn Blanchet, Patrick Martin, Michael
Stern, Francois Pelletier and Frédéric Lanoes;
seated: Thomas Savoie, Lucette Aubé and
Gilles Aubé and Bob Boutillier.

"“Your home is a cornerstone of your financial
future. A realtor is entrusted with providing
protection, expertise and peace of mind.

Call to find out more”
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514-825-8771 /josephmarovitch@gmail.com
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