
Library re-opening forecast for early April 

City effects ‘treatment’ against 
bedbugs at WPL – Second 
‘intervention’ planned for early April 

The city closed the Westmount Public 
Library on March 8 due to the discovery of 
bedbugs. 

On March 11, it announced on its web-
site: “A thorough evaluation by a special-
ized firm has led the city to adopt a com-
prehensive treatment protocol to ensure 
definitive eradication and to protect the 
integrity of this high-traffic facility. The 
intervention will take place in two phases: 

“An initial treatment of the entire build-
ing began on March 11. 

“A second intervention is scheduled to 
take place in three weeks [i.e. circa April 1]. 

“This 21-day period is necessary to 
ensure that the natural reproduction cycle 
of bedbugs is interrupted. The library will 
officially re-open to the public once experts 
have validated the compliance of the prem-
ises, which should take place in early April. 

“The methods used by the extermina-
tion company were selected for their effec-
tiveness while remaining safe for book col-
lections, archives, and electronic equip-
ment. Before the official re-opening, a 
deep cleaning of all public and staff areas 
will be performed.” 

On March 13, West-
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The ducks are back! 

This is the first photo this year that anyone has sent us of the Westmount Park lagoon’s ducks, as 
seen March 10. Photo courtesy of Sam Beitel.continued on p. 5

For Greene and Vic village 

Joyce Shanks named to head 
both merchant associations 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city’s two merchant associations – 
for Greene Ave. and Victoria village – have 
announced a new general manager for the 
two. She is Joyce Shanks, described as 
“experienced in public relations and event 
planning.” 

This follows the resignation February 9 
of Cynthia Lulham, who served as the mer-

chants’ general manager. She had worked 
to revitalize the commercial districts and 
obtain not-for-profit status for the associ-
ation (see story March 3, p. 1). 

Named in a press release to assume the 
role, Shanks was quoted as saying she was 
“excited to take on the new challenge sup-
porting the merchants in growing their vis-
ibility and success.” 

Councillor Paul Le -

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Westmount

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

70 Columbia Av.

NEW

$1,895,000

4 2+1 2

continued on p. 8

See our Spotlight on Real Estate: winter market (p. SL-3), & many construction updates! after p. 6



2 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – March 17, 2026

  
 

  
 

  
 

TH   
 

HE POWE  
 

ER OF M  
 

USIC  
 

  
 

OPEN

  
 

HOUN US

  
 

E

  
 

set eep o

P1:30 P..M. – Inspiring 

Live so

Explore the res

  
 

touteea des de c

conference by a music 

prano performance

sidence and meet our te

  
 

ae

therapist

eam

  
 

  
 

.MP1

MA

  
 

.MP4OT. M.

626RCH 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

xperiencieor 

eniosfoneeds the

eliving aring cA

  
 

.yonomautfossloang

Alzheimwith livings 

e 

or

tivetat, tonmenvir enen

  
 

s ’

o t

er

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

T E R  AAWT1 1 0 5  A

  
 

A TV E

  
 

REA TWT

  
 

O MCR E S I D E N C E S E L E N A .

  
 

M 5 1 4 -

  
 

7 3 6 31 3 -6 3

  
 



March 17, 2026 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 3
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groupkck.com  514.933.2055
Karen Karpman | Ariane Biagini Cowper | Allyson Kassie

5 Ch. Belfrage, Westmount
3+1 Beds | 3+1 Baths | 1 Garage 

$1,998,000         MLS  16919596

1 Av. Church Hill, Westmount 
4 Beds | 2+1 Baths | 1 Parking 
$1,520,000         MLS  18150386

597 Av. Roslyn, Westmount
4+1 Beds | 3+1 Baths | 2 Garages  

$2,595,000         MLS  28219017

1509 Rue Sherbrooke O., Apt. 48 
2 Beds | 2+1 Baths | 1 Garage 
$1,695,000          MLS  19789945

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC. 
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 

(Proudly serving our community over more than 20 years) 
Professional Accounting, Tax & Business Advisory Services 

$ INCOME TAX RETURN $ 
Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal) 
• Personal & corporate income tax returns 

• Consultation on corporate structure 
• Real estate statements preparation 

• Tenants’ Relevé 31 preparation 
• Financial statements & Bookkeeping 

• GST, QST, & Payroll reports 

514 227-8765 
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B, H3X 2T8 
email: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

‘We were somewhat spared’ 

City’s emergency plan readied 
for last week’s ice storm 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The ice storm that hit the greater Mon-
treal area March 11 arrived hours later than 
predicted and without inflicting as much 
negative impact on Westmount as initially 
forecast, Public Security said. 

“Multiple tree branches came down, but 
we were somewhat spared,” explained 
assistant director Kimberley Colquhoun. 

“Additional personnel remained on stand-
by but were not needed. I’m glad it wasn’t 
as bad as it could have been.” 

She also said that “people had been 
lined up at the gas station for gas for gen-
erators.” 

Branches were reported to have fallen 
on two cars in the areas of Ingleside, and 
Dorchester and Bruce. 

Underground network 
She also pointed out that Hydro West-

mount had focused a lot of attention on 
burying distribution lines and had built on 
its experience following the ice storm of 
1998. That was when the city had had been 
without electricity for several days. 

That was also owing to the city broker-
ing a deal with Hydro Quebec that enabled 
the city to distribute its share of power 
where it deemed it to be most needed (i.e. 
residents vs. office towers).

Public Security on scene for six hours after 
bricks fall onto cars in Victoria Ave. lane 

By Laureen Sweeney 

Public Security was dispatched March 
10 at 1:35 pm for the wall of a Victoria Ave. 
house when it partially collapsed into the 
lane behind the Royal Bank, SAQ and Don-
ato restaurant, department officials said. 

A man was reported to be slightly in jur -
ed in one of the cars that were in the alley. 

Police, fire, Public Works and Énergir 
also responded while pedestrians and traf-

fic were temporarily blocked. Public Secur-
ity remained on the scene for some six 
hours until everything was cleaned up and 
Victoria was re-opened. 

During the process, tow trucks removed 
the two cars from the north side of the lane 
before officers left at 7:30 pm. 

For a photo of the wall and alley once they 
had been fenced off, see p. SL-21 in this issue’s 
Spotlight section.

Photo courtesy of Public Security.

Letters, p. 4 

9 Lives, p. 6 

Westmount A-dog-tions, p. 6 

Police Report, p. 7 

Social Notes: 
Lorenzetti Foundation, p. 9
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Strange signs? Let there be answers! 
Even if they are also strange 

Two years ago, resident Michelle 
Warner noticed a less-than-perfectly-visible 
pedestrian light at the northwest corner of 
de Maisonneuve and Claremont. She 
informed the city about it. 

The city replied on May 3, 2024 that a 
sign on that corner like the ones published 
last week at St. Catherine and Victoria (p. 
10) meant that pedestrians should not 
cross there. 

A city spokesperson wrote: “you can see 
a sign with a crossed-out pedestrian indi-

cating that it’s forbidden to cross at this 
point, which is also why there’s no paint 
on the ground indicating a crosswalk at 
this point. Pedestrians must follow the 
signs to cross to the other side of the street. 

“This no-pedestrian-crossing sign [at de 
Maisonneuve and Claremont] is there to 
regulate and facilitate the sharing of the 
road between pedestrians and cyclists. It 
was installed as a safety feature following 
some incidents involving cyclists and 
pedestrians. 

“Since its installation, no further inci-
dents have been reported.” 

* 
In fairness, our proofer Kate also pro-

vided me with this answer before publica-
tion. 

I am very amused and very surprised. 
I would never have guessed that these 

small signs, with no text, on the other side 
of major streets, meant that pedestrians 
should not cross. With the exception of 
intersections fenced off due to construc-
tion work, I have always assumed that all 
intersections can be crossed, especially 
when there are sidewalks at both corners. 

Regardless of this rule (has anyone ever 
received a ticket?), many, many people do 
cross at these points. 

Canute has spoken. 
David Price is the editor of 

the Independent.

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount. 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

david@westmountindependent.com 
Chief reporter: Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics: Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Accounting: 514.223.6138 
office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. 
Please limit them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for 

publication the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to 
make subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in 

every issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you 

do not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

13,500+ physical copies plus low-resolution email and web versions 
(11,000+ during possible postal strike – 8,000+ during actual postal strike) 

Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays or strikes) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Editorial
Squirrels deserve empathy 

This is regarding the letter published 
on March 10, p. 8. I agree 100 percent with 
M. MacMillan of de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

The dog’s owner, instead of trying to 
release the squirrel from the dog’s jaws, 
wasted time on taking this sad photo 
(March 3, p. 3). The dog should have been 
restrained and the fact that the poor squir-
rel was an easy catch suggests that it must 
have been weakened by hunger and cold, 
and now it is probably injured, if not dead. 

I think that many have only selective 
empathy. To them, squirrels don’t deserve 
any and that is shameful. 

Anna Coates, Claremont Ave. 

St. Catherine/Victoria 
needs a pedestrian button, 
not meaningless signs 

The two “do not pass” signs photo -
graph ed on March 6 (“Weird signage – Vic-
toria and St. Catherine,” March 10, p. 10) 
are a striking example of bureaucratic non-
sense. For 25 years, residents have re peat -
edly asked successive councillors and 
mayors for a pedestrian crossing signal-
push button at this busy intersection – a 
simple, reasonable and necessary measure 
to improve safety. 

Instead of responding to this longstand-
ing request, the city installed confusing 
and meaningless signs, as if safety could 
be achieved simply by telling pedestrians 
not to cross. Human behaviour is obvious: 
residents will continue to use this crossing 
because it is the natural and necessary 
route. These signs do nothing to improve 
safety. They only reveal a troubling lack of 
foresight, logic and respect for residents – 
an insult disguised as action. 

This is not a question of budget. Instal-
ling a pedestrian signal is routine infra-
structure for any municipality, and the city 
clearly has the resources when it chooses 

to act. The real issue is priority and com-
mon sense. 

[What] must we wait for [for] the new 
mayor to finally act? Another accident? 
Another injury? Or must the request come 
from someone deemed “more convincing” 
before it is taken seriously? After 25 years 
of clear, persistent and rational requests, 
residents are still confronted with cheap, 
ineffective and insulting signage. 

Public safety requires a pedestrian 
crossing signal-push button, real protective 
measures, and a city administration cap -
able of common sense – not meaningless 
signs. 

We are deeply grateful to the editor for 
bringing this absurdity to public attention 
– the confusing signs that shame those 
who are simply trying to cross their streets. 

Diana Hernandez, St. Catherine St. 

Atwater Library welcomes 
Westmount residents 
during WPL closure 

While the Westmount Public Library is 
closed, the Atwater Library is offering free 
borrowing privileges to Westmount resi-
dents. 

The Atwater collection comprises Eng-
lish-language materials for adults – books 
and DVDs – and our catalogue is online. 

Our building is open six days a week – 
every day except Sunday – and our hours 
are on the masthead of our website: 
www.atwaterlibrary.ca. 

Our staff and volunteers are making a 
special effort to serve more Westmounters 
over the next three weeks when the 
municipal library is closed. We’re waiving 
our usual fee for borrowing memberships 
(maximum $35 a year) to assist our fellow 
citizens. 

Lynn Verge, executive director – 
Atwater Library and 

Computer Centre

Letters to the editor

Claremont and St. Catherine in spring 2024. The 
no-pedestrians sign was gone when the Inde-
pendent went by March 13, 2026. 

Photo courtesy of M. Warner.

consult this issue’s  

Spotlight 
on Real Estate for updates on many local projects 

Albert Square, p. SL-6 

Bosco & Station C in NDG, p. SL-8-9 

Le Loyal in CDN-NDG, p. SL-12 

St. Stephen’s, p. SL-20 

Resilience day shelter in St. Henri, p. SL-26
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RBQ 5664-5500-01

Rent 
your next 
dream home 
Our dedicated service 
team will ensure that 
your rental experience 
with Groupe Copley 
is truly outstanding. 
Questions? Reach out 
info@groupecopley.com 
or 514 656-6437

Choose from our large 
selection of luxury homes 

for rent in Greater Montreal

View our homes on our new website: 

groupecopley.com

John Kranitz, Real Estate Broker 

Westmount 

Montreal 

West Island 

Tremblant. 

514-941-3066 

marketang.com

Batshaw Children Needing Homes 

Cheerful Marc & James need 
long-term guidance, role models 

A loving, long-term foster home is be -
ing sought for a sibling group of two 
children. 

13-year-old Marc and 12-year-old James 
are in need of a nurturing home where 
they can flourish and thrive together as a 
family unit. 

Marc has a cheerful personality with a 
quiet and reserved disposition. He enjoys 
spending time with his sibling and artistic 
activities. 

James is a playful child who enjoys bas-
ketball and football. He is cheerful and 
enjoys a good laugh. 

Both children would benefit from a 
stable and structured environment. They 
require strong caregivers who can provide 
clear guidance and maintain firm bound-
aries. They would also thrive in the pres-
ence of foster parents who are able to act 
as role models. 

The ideal foster family for Marc and 
James would be a family with a willingness 
to make a long-term commitment to the 
sibling group as a whole. 

For more information about Marc and 
James, please contact Batshaw Youth and 
Family Centres at 514.932.7161, ext. 1139. 

Building tagged 
The front door of a building on 

Sherbrooke was tagged sometime 
before March 11. 

The three-foot high letters in white 
spelled out a short sentence that might 
relate to US domestic politics. If so, 
the words’ connection to the residen-
tial condo building is not obvious. 

Two readers informed the Indepen-
dent and one provided photos. 

In general, the Independent does not 
publish photographs of graffiti. – WI.

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand-washed 
Never harsh 

machine cleaning 
Pet odour & urine 

treatment specialists 

Persian • Oriental 
• Silk • Wool • Antique 

• Wall-to-wall 
• Upholstery cleaning 
Also: fringe repair • binding 

• spot removal 

White-glove turn-key service 
Pick-up • Delivery 

• Re-installation

WESTMOUNT’S 
TRUSTED RUG & 

CARPET CLEANING 
SPECIALISTS

Parade to include 
Westmount’s 
1810 cannon 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmounters hoping to watch – or 
even join – the St. Patrick’s Day parade 
Sunday, March 22, including the “partici-
pation” of the city’s 1810 cannon, can do so 
as it starts on Fort St., south of St. Cather-
ine, starting officially at noon. 

The parade is to head east for what is 
expected to be about 90 minutes in total. 

The Westmount float with the historic 
cannon and soldiers in uniforms of the 
1860s will assemble on de Maisonneuve 
near Fort at 11 am. 

“If you want to walk two kilometers 
from Fort St. to Place des Arts, come on 
along,” invited Patrick Martin, who is 
organizing the local contingent. 

Among those expected to join Martin is 
District 3 councillor Jeff Shamie, who par-
ticipated in the parade last year (see March 
25, 2025. p. 1) and District 4 councillor Gur-
veen Chadha. A former city councillor, 
Martin has been instrumental in the res-
toration of the cannon and their use by the 
Westmount Battery re-enactment group. 

The parade includes dancers, bands, 
bagpipers and many kinds of floats.

mount’s director of communications, 
Mugisha Rutishisha, replied to the Inde-
pendent’s questions about the nature of 
these treatments by emailing: “The pest 
control operator commissioned by the city 
uses a high-precision method that com-
bines state-of-the-art thermal imaging with 
the application of a powerful dual-action 
liquid insecticide. 

“This specialized approach began with 

the use of thermal technology to locate 
nests hidden within the building’s struc-
ture, followed by a treatment designed to 
provide both immediate elimination and a 
long-term protective barrier lasting up to 
90 days.” 

Patrons are being ask ed to keep their 
borrowed materials at home for the time 
being. On line materials remain available 
for use. – DP.

Bedbugs, cont’d from p. 1
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• Clean and adjust automatic controls, 
thermostat and safety limit controls 

• Brush out burners and heat exchangers 
• Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

• Lubricate motors and pumps as needed 
• Check for gas and combustion leaks 
• Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment 
• Check flue for satisfactory operation

Tune up includes the following:

The Time Is Here! 
CALL NOW: 514 990-1346

All DHI technicians are experienced, licenced 
with training and certification by many 

manufacturers including: Lochinvar, A.O. Smith, 
Raypak, Camus, Rheem GSW and many others.

www.dhidirect.net 
dhiservicecalls@gmail.com 
445 rue Deslauriers, St-Laurent, QC H4N IW2

It has been a long cold and snowy winter. 
Your gas boiler and hot water tanks have 
been working hard. Some had problems, 
some didn’t. Now we transition to warmer 
weather, they will begin to turn off for periods 
when not needed. BEWARE a boiler that has 
not been “tuned-up” for several years may 
cycle off … and have difficulty restarting. 
Call if you need us.

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Wonderful Po 

Hmm, definitely corgi body type with 
those wonderful chunky legs. Yes, a bit of 
typical Bernese black-and-brown colour-
ing, then … oh … a memorable ice-blue eye 
of the husky. 

Po is an artistic original. 
Wonderfully cute and funny, a very 

sweet two-year-old, he is presently at the 
Montreal SPCA kennel. In need of a family 
and a home, Po is loving and playful. 

He is very healthy, up to date with his 

inoculations, neutered and microchipped. 
A sweetheart, he loves everyone and enjoys 
doing the daily routine and setting out on 
walks. 

To find out more about Po, please refer 
to the Montreal SPCA website at www.
spca.com, then scroll to his information 
page from his identification number, 
2000218515. 

You can plan your trip to visit him and 
discuss adoption with the coordinators 
soon as the shelter is open every day, from 
Monday to Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm, and 
Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. 

The SPCA is located at 5215 Jean Talon 
St. West, Côte des Neiges, Montreal H4P1X4. 

Please do not hesitate to drop in to discuss 
your interest and spend time with Po on 
site. He would be a happy-go-lucky addi-
tion to your family and a buddy to all. 
Please do not hesitate. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

Savannah of our hearts 

Pretty Savannah is ready for a game of 
toss and chase, a little huntress of balls and 
catnip toys. She is at the Montreal SPCA 
cattery, making friends while she waits for 
visits and adoption. A stunning domestic 
longhair, she is a very healthy 12-years-

young princess. 
She needs love from a family that has 

experience with diabetic daily routine, so 
please consider her as she is presented as 
an adoption from the humanitarian re -
duced-fee program. She is up to date with 
her inoculations, spayed and microchip -
ped, and ready for her new home. 

Please do search the Montreal SPCA 
website at www.spca.com, 
then search for Savan-

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

continued on p. 7



Police Report: Laptop stolen during daytime burglary 
By Martin C. Barry 

While the illicit activities of household 
burglars are often associated with night 
and the cover of dark, most burglaries 
actually take place in the daytime, accord-
ing to local police. 

In a recent example in Westmount, a 
woman living in a house near the corner 
of Clandeboye Ave. and Dorchester Blvd. 
went out for 45 minutes to do some er -
rands on the morning of March 9. 

Upon returning, she noticed that an 
entrance door frame at her home had been 
damaged and the door itself was ajar. 

“It was probably forced with a shoulder,” 
said Montreal police Station 12 community 
relations officer Cst. Mike Yigit. After in -
specting the interior and seeing the place 
had been rummaged, she concluded that 
a laptop computer was missing. 

“I would say most burglaries do happen 
during the day,” said Yigit, noting that bur-
glars take advantage of the fact that work-
ing people are more likely to be away at 
that time. 

“Oftentimes, the suspects show up, ring 
the doorbell, and if there’s no one there, 
they’ll try to get in,” he said. 

Although last August local police man-
aged to arrest a repeat burglary suspect 
who was known to be operating mostly late 
at night, Yigit called it an isolated occur-
rence. 

Door at retailer broken to gain entry 
There was one other burglary in West-

mount last week – also on March 9 – 
although at a retail business address. 

Sometime between 12:30 and 1 am, 
according to a partial report in the Station 
12 incident summary, a suspect forced the 
door of the Victoria Ave. establishment. 

However, no further information was 
available, according to Cst. Yigit, as the 
investigators hadn’t finished their report. 

“All we know for the moment is that a 
door was broken,” he said. “There are also 
[security camera] images, but they [the 
investigators] are waiting for them to come.” 

Shoplifting continues 
Finally, there appears to be no end in 

view for repeated shoplifting incidents that 
have been afflicting Vic village fashion 
merchants – Lululemon on Sherbrooke St. 
especially. 

“It was like a grab-and-go,” said Cst. 
Yigit, paraphrasing some of the details 
from the complaint report about the March 
9 noon-hour incident phoned in to Station 
12 by Lululemon staff. 

Fifteen pairs of specialty pants hanging 
on a rack and worth around $2,000 were 
seized by suspects who simply walked out 
with them, according to the report. 

In an earlier theft at Lululemon in mid-
February, a small group of teenagers were 
detained by the police and later released in 
custody of their parents after merchandise 
was stolen from the outlet.
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Dog Walker 
Rain or Shine 
Call Tom: 
514 865-1360 
email: tomgsimon36 

@gmail.com 

 @dogwalker 
_rain_or_shine

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906
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nah’s information page from her identifi-
cation number, 2000375281. Moving for-
ward, check your agenda to plan your visit 
to the shelter, which is open every day, 
from Monday to Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm, 
then Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 
6 pm. It is located at 5215 Jean Talon St. 
West, Côte des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. 

If you already have a carrier, please 
bring it with you. If you need one, you can 
choose a model from the selection at the 
in-house boutique, where you can also pick 
up a selection of food, accessories and toys 
galore. Beautiful Savannah is available at 
the cattery, where you will be most wel-
come. You can then meet with the adop-
tion coordinators throughout your visit in 
order to discuss your interest in bringing 
this lovely sweetheart home with you. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 lives, cont’d from p. 6
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

vine, whose commissionership involves 
public order and liaison with merchants’ 
associations, said that as the liaison to the 
two merchant associations he was “looking 
forward” to working closely with Shanks 
in her new position. “I am sure that she 
will bring her enthusiasm and energy to 
the position and achieve great new heights 
for the association.” 

Shanks outlines her experience 

Shanks describes herself as “a commu-
nity leader with a passion for bringing 
people together around shared vision and 
objectives with the energy and skill to 
make things happen.” 

She  describes herself as “a com munity 
builder with a passion for bring ing people, 
businesses and ideas together with passion 
and purpose.” 

She adds that having a professional 
background in the international meetings 
and events industry means that she “ap -
proaches work with a strong commitment 
to creating initiatives that are inclusive, 
sustainable and rooted in community.” 

She said she was “eager and looking for-
ward to meeting, hearing from and sup-
porting the merchants…in their economic 
growth and vibrancy here in Westmount 
and in Greater Montreal.” 

She lists herself as having worked 
latterly with the Limotour service and told 
the Independent she lives “close by” in Côte 
St. Luc. 

‘Impressive’ résumé 

In a press release from Rob Callard, 
president of the Greene Ave. association, 
and John Campbell, of Vic village, Shanks 
was described as “bringing an impressive 
résumé of experience in the travel and 
tourism industry along with extensive 
expertise in event planning and commu-
nity engagement.” 

To welcome Shanks and provide mer-
chants with an opportunity to connect with 
her directly, it states that “a meet-and-greet 

Merchants, cont’d from p. 1

event will take place in the coming days. 
All merchants are encouraged to attend 
and learn more about her plans for the 
year.” 

Typically, Westmount’s two commercial 
districts hold sidewalk sales with various 
types of entertainment on the street and at 

their focus points. These are the square 
outside Greene’s Les Cinq Saisons and the 
west end’s Prince Albert square. These 
events usually take place in the spring or 
early summer and again at the start of the 
fall shopping season.

Joyce Shanks photographed on the corner of Greene Ave and de Maisonneuve on March 10. 
Photo: Ralph Thompson.



Lorenzetti Foundation gala raises $800k for mental heath 

The seventh annual Barry F. Lorenzetti 
Foundation gala sold out in advance. Greet-
ing guests at Maison Principale were Barry 
Lorenzetti and his wife Carine Watier-
Lorenzetti. 

The New York speakeasy-themed even-
ing in support of mental health brought 
out an elegant crowd. Honorary president 
was Michael Denham, vice-chair National 
Bank. 

Noted in the crowd were the Ritz-Carl-
ton’s CEO Andrew Torriani with his wife 
Arlene and daughters Stephanie and 
Gwen, and marketing director Katia Pic-
colino, with Philippe Lichaa; Renée Kessler 
and Norman Steinberg; Joseph Broccolini, 
executive vp Broccolini Construction; and 
the Barry F. Lorenzetti Foundation’s presi-
dent Maggie Lorenzetti Dorfman and 
ambassador Chris Nilan, there with his 
wife Jamie Holtz-Nilan. 

Also noted were 
Seated: Glenna and Bobby Ross, Justin Smith-Lorenzetti, Barry Lorenzetti, Carine Watier-Lorenzetti, Pauline and James Bickerton; standing: Sean 
Smith, Ziggy Eichenbaum, Jamie Holtz-Nilan and Chris Nilan.

March 17, 2026 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 9
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Ingrid Chadwick, Concordia’s John Molson 
School of Business; Elyse Léger, Fiera 
Capital, and Lisa Giannone, BFL Canada 
Risk and Insurance Services; Hockey Hall 
of Famer Caroline Ouellette; Joey Alfieri, 
Montreal Alouettes football; and Mario 
Cecchini, Quebec Maritimes Junior 
Hockey League. 

Adam Mariani’s Traiteur Brera crafted 
a gastronomic dinner and bar service was 
by mixologist Brahm Mauer. The evening’s 
musical entertainment included country 
singing sensation Brittany Kennell, there 
with husband Scott Burstall; sisters Arlene 
and Gwen Torriani; Justin Smith-Loren-
zetti and Jenna Smith-Lorenzetti with her 
fiancé Sam Cascante; Helga Dath & the 
Stingkatz, and Barry Lorenzetti himself, 
who wowed the audience with his tribute 
to Tom Petty. 

MC Kim Fraser, vp marketing/commu-
nity relations the Montreal Children’s Hos-
pital Foundation, announced that the gala 
raised $800,000 in support of mental 
health.

Social notes…, cont’d from p. 9

Snuff Bottles

Joseph Broccolini. Kim Fraser. Maggie Lorenzetti-Dorfman.

PRIDHAM’S 
AUCTIONS & 
APPRAISALS 

-OTTAWA- 
Fine & Decorative Arts 

Call for an 
appointment 

1-877-533-5877 
www.pridhams.ca

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and ref-
erences provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

You May Be Getting Older, But 
Your Skin Doesn’t Have to Show It 

Over the years, a number of environmental assaults 
on the skin can cause wrinkling and loss of elasticity. 
These factors can’t be stopped entirely, but they can be 
controlled through innovative cosmeceutical products. 
A compounding pharmacist can customize a therapy of 

cosmeceutical creams prepared for the exact needs of your 
skin. The result? Protected, rejuvenated skin that looks as 

young and healthy as it did five, ten, even fifteen years ago!

5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont) 
Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205

Hypnotherapy 
Lisa Besner, nd, CHt 
Hypnotherapist 

www.hypnosis4me.com 
Member of ANPQ and IACT 

514-909-1313

Seated: Nancy Laroche, Tony and Carine Aksa, Carl Lovas; standing: Benoît Laroche, Renée Kessler, Michael Denham and Kathy Lovas.
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If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and 

al Bank of Canada. ® / ™ T

comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to 
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member 
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Roy Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
2025. All rights reserved. 25_90301_B8B_001 (01/2025)

professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 40 years. It is central to how we manage 
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it 
is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our 
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio 
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across 
Canada, with over $8 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

Jean-François Dion, 
Senior Portfolio Manager, 

dvisor
or Sholom Tabak, 
Senior Wealth A r,
at 514-878-4216

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal 

kentwealth.com
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JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

Visit all my properties 

jillprevost.com
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

514.591.0804

Homeowner Tip #57 
Westmount continues to attract 

qualified buyers. If you’re 
considering selling, this may 

be the ideal moment.

436 CLARKE | $1,795,000 | MLS #26947009 

LOCATION! Steps from Greene Avenue, this sun-filled, traditional home offers 4+1 bedrooms, 2+1 baths, private driveway 
with a garage, + tremendous light from both leaded-glass windows and skylight. Your next chapter starts here!

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

Thinking of making a move, 
but unsure where to start? Call me!

FEATURED WESTMOUNT HOME FOR SALE


