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Senior director Flies named latest
acting DG in Mandewlle s absence

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A special city council meeting
took place March 27 to appoint
“a temporary acting director
general” during what Mayor
Michael Stern said was the “ab-
sence on sick leave” of the di-
rector general. In addition, the
city’s two acting directors general
were “unable to perform their
duties.”

Named to the new position
between March 27 and April 3
was Tom Flies, senior director of the city’s
project office and territory management,
who sat as an attendee in the council
chamber during the brief meeting.

Over the past several weeks, the city’s top
administrative position has been filled by
Dave Lapointe, well known as the city’s
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Tom Flies at the March
27 special

director of culture, sports, recre-
ation and social development,
who sat recently at council meet-
ings in the chair reserved for the
director general, Julie Man-
deville, but was one of the ones
absent at the recent session.

At the opening of the meet-
ing, the only questioner was
Marina Brzeski of Grosvenor. A
former city councillor (2017
2021), Brzeski asked for im-
proved communication be-
tween the council and citizens.
This included council agendas being pro-
vided to councillors 72 hours in advance
and posted on the city’s website. She also
asked that councillors be sufficiently brief-
ed to be able to answer citizens and that a
detailed agenda be available to the public
on request “as has been past practice.”

council

Sun? Yes — Heat? Not yet

Bachir Mneimne and Chloé Khoury were enjoying the first semblance of a normal spring day March

27 in front of Café Olimpico on Victoria Ave. — coffees in hand, under a beautiful blue sky and bright
sunshine. But with the temperature around -6°C, a warm winter coat was still required. Other

patrons remained indoors.

No news arises from Mayor Stern’s
meeting with YMCA’s provincial chief

By JENNIFER BALL

The Westmount Y made cuts to its pro-
gramming in 2025 — as did YMCAs across
the province — due to organizational press-
ure and tough operating conditions at the
charitable organization.

Mayor Michael Sterm met with Pascale
Audette, the director general of the YMCAs
of Quebec, on February 2 — even though the
Westmount Y is not governed by the city —
and it now appears that the meeting has
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yielded no additional information to com-
municate to the Westmount Y’s members
or residents.

The local Y is located at 4585 Sher-
brooke, corner Arlington, and the building
is owned and operated by the YMCAs of
Quebec. The “Westmount Y” is not an
independent entity but a part of the prov-
ince-wide organization.

The Independent reported in the Febru-
ary 17 issue (p. 1) that a

group of members of  continued on p. 4
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Demers, Scheffer and Hanna re-appointed
Councillors Levine, Moss approved for city’s heritage council

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

City council March 17 appointed
members to the city’s Local Heritage Coun-
cil. This is a committee that works behind
the scenes but whose recommendations
and efforts involve many of the city’s well-
known buildings, houses and landmarks.

The Local Heritage Council comprises
members chosen for their professional or
academic expertise in heritage, or their
knowledge of the territory of the city of
Westmount, described as “preferably”
including one member of the Westmount
Historical Association, one member of city
council and one substitute member of the
city council.

Those recently appointed were: Clém-

ent Demers as chair, Carole Scheffer, vice-
chair, and committee members David
Hanna, Louise Carpentier (a past president
of the Westmount Historical Association)
and District 6 councillor Paul Levine.

District 5 councillor Shawn Moss was
appointed as the substitute city council
member.

Sitting members Demers, Scheffer and
Hanna were re-appointed.

The mandate of the Local Heritage
Council consists of providing recommen-
dations to the city council on matters relat-
ing to identifying and protecting West-
mount’s heritage, “in accordance with the
powers provided for in Chapter IV of Que-
bec’s Cultural Heritage Act.”

The applications and files that are sub-

mitted to the council may concern the rec-
ognition of a heritage property and efforts
to renovate or build additions to them. The
heritage committee also encourages the
development of projects that raise aware-
ness of cultural heritage such as the recog-
nition of the Glen viaduct and the land-
mark designation of houses of worship.

In the case of an application for demo-
lition, for example, the committee may
suggest conditions to be included in the
Demolition Committee’s decision.

Levine told the Independent: “1 was par-
ticularly interested in taking on this role
given my strong personal interest in West-
mount’s history and cultural heritage, and
I look forward to contributing to the coun-
cil’s work.”

Saskatchewan quizzes Centre Greene’s Hodges about Greene’s rail bridge

Heather Hodges, executive director of
Centre Greene, was interviewed by CBC
radio on March 16 about the frequent truck
strikes to the Greene Ave. rail bridge,
which is located between Dorchester and
St. Antoine next to the community centre.

Which station took an interest? The one
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan!

Apparently, a pair of overpasses was

Westmount's
boutique Holistic
Aesthetic clinic

At Essbé Beauté in Westmount,

we believe in enhancing natural
beauty while supporting long-term skin
health and well-being.

Non-Surgical Treatments

Injectables Aerolase Laser

PRP Therapy Luxury Facials

Surgical Procedures

Breast Surgery Liposuction
Facelift Eyelid Surgery

recently hit in the prairie city.

Hodges spoke about the humour of the
frequent events, but also how frequent
strikes desensitize neighbours to a poten-
tially serious situation, including if a truck
were to contain dangerous materials.

According to the interview, Centre
Greene has both informal and formal re-
sponse procedures. The former includes

Signature Programs

Personalized plans designed
for lasting, natural results.

Led by Dr. Guberman & our team of professionals

Westmount, Montreal | essbebeaute.com

-

REAUTE

-
il

Scan to Discover Our
Signature Programs

offering first aid to drivers and calling Pub-
lic Security, whose dispatcher guesses what
is going on as soon as Hodges identifies
herself. The latter, in the centre’s safety
manual, explains the procedure in the event
of a “massive” strike that compromises the
bridge or the Centre Greene building.
The interview can be heard here: www.
cbe.ca/player/play/audio/9.7130387 — W1.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DRIVERS: LOOK BEFORE
YOU OPEN YOUR DOOR

An incident involving a cyclist and a car
door (“Helmet broken but cyclist not
injured in fall to avoid car door,” March 24,
p- 3) comments on the importance of wear-
ing a helmet but fails to mention the im-
portance of drivers looking before opening
a car door.

Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER

An elegant girlie, already with the prom-
ise of the sweetest ways, Eva is a young
puppy presently at the Montreal SPCA
kennel. She is a very pretty brindled type,
with the promise of an energetic disposi-
tion.

Eva is very healthy, up to date with her
inoculations at her stage of growth, spayed
and microchipped. You can visit her
information page on the Montreal SPCA
website at www.spca.com, then scroll to
her page using her identification number,
2000405936.

Eva is available for visits at the SPCA
kennel, as it is open every day, Monday to
Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm, with the week-
end schedule of Saturday and Sunday from
11 am to 6 pm. Its address is 5215 Jean

Drivers need to check their mirrors be-
fore getting out of their cars. A “dooring”
can cause major if not fatal injuries. For-
tunately, this was not the case here but is
a traumatic experience for the cyclist none
the less.

Not to mention they have to buy a new
helmet!!

VIrGINIA EiriorT, HILLSIDE AVE.

Young Eva, a delightful puppy

il -:.n':'" l%: s L. 2 %‘—Er
Talon St. West, Cote des Neiges, Montreal
HA4P 1X4.

The adoption coordinators will give you
the opportunity to meet her and discuss
adoption. Young pups in shelters are best
integrated into a loving family and a home
routine as early as possible, so for Eva your
kindness in choosing her will change her
life for the better very soon.

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Editor

David Price: 514.935.4537
david@westmountindependent.com

Chief reporter: Laureen Sweeney
Graphics: Ted Sancton
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City council approves pool/arena access for pre-school

St. Andrew’s can now restrict waiting
list to 50 percent Westmounters

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

In a resolution adopted by city council
at its meeting March 17, the city council
authorized the signing of a partnership
agreement between the city and St
Andrew’s childcare centre on Hillside Ave.
This enables the centre to restrict up to 50
percent of its waiting list to Westmount
residents as requested by St. Andrew’s
under provincial law.

Classified by Quebec as a Centre de la pe-
tite enfance (CPE), it is one of only three or
four so designated in Westmount, accord-
ing to Dave Lapointe, director of culture,
sports, recreation and social development.
A CPE in Quebec is defined as a non-profit
early childhood care centre, “providing
high-quality, affordable educational ser-
vices for children aged 0 to 5 years, and
funded by the Family ministry and charges
at a reduced fee.”

Lapointe continued: “The Quebec gov-
ernment, which has control over daycare
waiting lists, has an option available to
daycares that if they have an agreement
with the municipality in which they re-
side, they can reserve up to 50 percent of
their registrations to families that live in
the said municipality.

“Part of the agreement is that the mun-
icipality must have a ‘counteroffer’ to the
daycare. Since we already offer swim time
and skating time to Westmount daycares,
that is considered the ‘counteroffer.”

Westmount daycares can request pool
and/or skating time for small groups dur-
ing general operating hours, and it doesn’t
matter where the children reside, Lapointe
added.

“St. Andrew’s has been the only CPE that
has requested an official agreement so far,”
Lapointe said, adding that “all agreements
we enter into must go through council.”

“This is specific to daycares, not schools,”
Lapointe added.

Pre-school’s history dates back to Expo year

St. Andrew’s dates back to its initial
founding as a nursery school in 1967 on
the ground floor of what was then the
newly re-built St. Andrew’s Church on
Cote St. Antoine at Stanton St.

The original church had just been
destroyed by a fire.

By 1983, St. Andrew’s nursery school
was looking for a new site. It had expanded
into all available space. The church was
looking at amalgamation with Dominion
Douglas on The Boulevard (which created
Mountainside, itself also now defunct) and
Selwyn House was about to buy the re-
placement building, which it still owns.

According to St. Andrew’s history, then-
mayor Brian Gallery suggested the site of
the former City of Montreal Water Co. on
Hillside Ave.

While “skeptics said it couldnt be
done,” a group of school parents that in-
cluded real estate agents went to work and
even approached then-Montreal mayor
Jean Drapeau regarding the site. West-
mount adopted a zoning amendment for
the location and construction of the school
began under the direction of local architect
Bruce Anderson. By mid-December 1985,
the move was completed.

Yomna Fadlallah, the current director
of St. Andrew’s, said last week that the
position was both a responsibility and a
privilege “We are proud to support not only
the children in our care but also their
families and the dedicated educators who
make this work possible by providing a
supportive and nurturing environment
that allows each child to build confidence,
develop essential skills and experience a
sense of belonging.”

YMCA cont'd from p. 1

the Westmount Y who call themselves “the
early birds” sent a letter to Stern and Coun-
cillor Gurveen Chadha on January 16
expressing concerns about cut-backs to
staff, programs and services due to budget
constraints.

On January 30, Mayor Stern provided a
statement to the Independent that read,
“The Westmount YMCA is an important
part of our city, and our community values
the diverse programs it offers our resi-
dents. I am meeting with [Pascale Audette,
the director general of the YMCAs of Que-
bec] on February 2. This meeting will

ensure that council and I have the necess-
ary insights to make an informed decision
moving forward.”

On February 11, Mugisha Rutishisha,
communications director at the city, con-
firmed that Stern met with Audette on
February 2 and on March 20 he detailed
the scope and outcome of that meeting: “I
have been told that the YMCA only inform-
ed the mayor of their programs and stra-
tegic direction. However, at this time there
is no particular element or information to
communicate.”
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Batshaw Children Needing Homes
Peter and Amanda

Spring is in the Air

need a caring home

A loving, long-term foster home is
being sought for a Caucasian sibling group
of two children: Amanda (12 years old) and
Peter (16 years old). The children are in
need of a nurturing home where they can
be together and experience a stable secure
childhood.

Amanda is a sweet and self-sufficient
child who likes to be participate in activities
within the community and engage with
her friends at school. She thrives in en-
vironments that allow for self-expression
and creativity.

Peter is an intelligent and respectful
youth, who likes fashion and to stay up to
date with the latest trends. He values con-
nection and a consistent home life.

Amanda and Peter are looking to be
welcomed in a nice and caring home
where they can build a bright future.

Both children would benefit from a
stable environment where their unique
needs are supported. They would also
thrive in the presence of foster parents who
are inclined to help them develop healthy
life skills and support the continued devel-
opment of their self-esteem.

The ideal foster family for Amanda and
Peter would a two-parent Caucasian family
with a willingness to make a long-term
commitment to the sibling group as a
whole.

If you believe that you can provide
Amanda and Peter a nice home environment,
please contact Batshaw Youth and Family
Centres at 514.932.7161, ext. 1139.
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All DHI technicians are experienced, licenced

with training and certification by many
manufacturers including: Lochinvar, A.O. Smith,
Raypak, Camus, Rheem GSW and many others.
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Resident asks for 24-hour policing of Atwater Metro station

By JENNIFER BALL

A questioner identifying himself only
as “Frederick” quizzed council members
during the first question period at the
March 17 city council meeting about his
concerns for the safety of the elderly and
of children who use the Atwater Metro sta-
tion.

He told Mayor Michael Stern that he
had been attacked three years ago, but did
not specify the location of the attack nor
provide details about its perpetrator.

“It’s not the best experience,” he said.
“[1] can defend myself, but imagine elderly
people and kids. I know there’s many staff
that are trying to make the station safe, but
[could there be] 24-hour [police] inspectors,
because it’s not very secure.”

The Independent reached out to Coun-
cillor Kathleen Kez, the city’s commis-
sioner of public safety, and Marie-Eve Lam-
arche, the Service de police de la Ville de
Montréal (SPVM) chief at Station 12, and
the SPVM Metro unit for their responses
to the same question.

Kez provided a statement to the Inde-
pendent on March 19, saying: “The Atwater
Metro station has become a significant
area of concern regarding safety. There has
been a rise in violence, disorder and safety

WESTMOUNT’S
TRUSTED RUG &
CARPET CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

ZDU R Eml:.

Hand-washed
Never harsh

machine cleaning
Pet odour & urine
treatment specialists

Persian e Oriental
e Silk ¢ Wool ¢ Antique
e Wall-to-wall
e Upholstery cleaning
Also: fringe repair e binding
e spot removal

White-glove turn-key service
Pick-up e Delivery
¢ Re-installation

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com

REFERRED FOR A REASON

STM special constables patrolling Atwater Metro station and engaging with a homeless man who
was sleeping in the station, as seen March 21.

concerns in the station...

“Though the owners of the plaza have
increased security in the shopping centre
and the STM [Société de transport de Mon-
tréal] have deployed special constables
and safety teams, it does not seem to be
enough. Commuters, particularly in the
evening, are advised to stay vigilant.”

The station is closed between 1 am and
5:30 am.

“More needs to be done,” Kez summed
up, “and discussions with the STM, SPVM
need to continue to explore what more can
be done to ensure the safety of this heavily
used Metro station.”

Two types of law enforcement

The SPVM operates a dedicated Metro
Section responsible for policing the entire
Metro network. These are police officers
with police powers.

In addition, there are STM special con-

stables who patrol the Metro stations, who

are not police but have expanded peace-

officer powers under Quebec law.

On March 24, Marie-Eve Lamarche,
commander of Station 12 on Stanton St.,
provided a statement that included in-
formation from the SPVM Metro unit.
“The teams from Neighbourhood Police
Station 12 (PDQ 12) and the Metro Section
ensure a coordinated, structured police
presence adapted to the real needs on the
ground...

“The Atwater station is subject to active
monitoring based on two complementary
components:

1. “The patrol officers of PDQ 12, respon-
sible for regular interventions outside
and in the immediate vicinity of the sta-
tion.

2. “The police officers of the Metro Sec-
tion, who ensure a presence throughout
the underground network, including

Atwater, depending on the traffic and

problems observed.

“Staff are deployed strategically based
on objective indicators: service calls, re-
ports, ongoing operations, periods of high
traffic and specific issues.”

Lamarche said that although a 24-hour
police presence at a specific station is not
part of established practices in the net-
work, surveillance is adjusted whenever
the situation requires it, particularly during
episodes requiring increased attention.

Measures in place to strengthen security

“Several key actions are being deployed
continuously:

« “Regular patrols conducted jointly or in
a complementary manner by PDQ 12
and the Metro Section.

« “Constant collaboration with the STM’s
special constables, ensuring rapid flow
of information and coordinated interven-
tions.

« “One-off operations targeting specific
problems: incivilities, substance use,
thefts, presence of vulnerable people. As
an example, last week, STM prevention
officers, the Metro’s socio-community
officer and foot patrollers from PDQ 12
toured the station’s merchants to provide
prevention advice.

« “Use of specialized teams, particularly
in psychosocial intervention or support
for homelessness, when the situation
requires it.

« “Technological support through the
STM’s camera network and real-time
operational communications, allowing
constant monitoring of situations.”

Lamarche said that “The SPVM remains
fully committed to ensuring a safe environ-
ment throughout the metropolitan net-
work. Our teams adapt their interventions
continuously, in close collaboration with
the STM and relevant partners, in order to
respond effectively to the needs on the
ground.”

Coiffure Jean John

4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

appomtments
now available!
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www.woodfinishingmontreal.com
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SPRING IS ALMOST HERE
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Regional CMM body determines limit for municipalities
Maximum number of yearly garbage
pick-ups set at 26 by Dec. 2027

By JENNIFER BALL

By December 31, 2027, the city of West-
mount will be obligated to have a collection
schedule for “residual materials sent to
landfill” that does not exceed a maximum
of 26 collections per year, in accordance
with Measure 9 of the Metropolitan Waste
Management Plan (PMGMR) of the
Communauté métropolitaine de Montréal
(CMM).

No measure in the plan specifies the
collection frequency for organic (compost/
brown bin) or recyclable materials (blue
bin).

The CMM is a regional government
body, one of whose responsibilities is
waste-management planning.

On March 19, Jennifer Guthrie, com-
munications consultant in communica-
tions and public affairs at the CMM,
explained that the PMGMR 2024-2030
includes 42 measures, some of which are
directed to municipal organizations.
“These measures aim to achieve reduction,
recycling, and recovery targets specified in
the PMGMR..”

At his first council meeting, on Novem-
ber 17 last year, Mayor Michael Stern
brought back weekly garbage collection as
of December 1, 2025 at a cost of $56,000.
It had been every other week for single-
family homes and buildings with two to
eight dwelling units in fall/winter since
October 2024 (see Nov. 25, 2025, p.1).

On February 23, Mayor Stern was ask-
ed, via Mugisha Rutishisha, the director of
communications at the city, two questions:
« Was Westmount working on a solution

for residents’ issues such as medical

waste piling up and nowhere to store
dirty diapers?

« Was there any news about the communi-
cation audit on recycling and compost-
ing that Stern described at the November
meeting?

On February 26, Rutishisha said, “We
don’t have any specific elements to com-
municate at this time. However, I can con-
firm that the city is actively working on
these aspects, and we expect to be in a posi-
tion to provide more detailed information
and a formal statement in the coming
months.”

Member of Parliament | Députée
Notre-Dame-de-Grdace—Westmount

Happy Easter and
Chag Pesach Sameach!

Joyeuses Paques et
Chag Pesach Sameach !

“UYESWE
ARE ALSO THE

anna.gainey@parl.gc.ca

0 408-5165 Sherbrooke West/Quest
@ (514) 481-1897

OOO® @annamgainey

FIREPLACE
EXPERTS!

514.484.0646
info@foyerlambert.com
www.foyerlambert.com
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Westmount takes part in St. Patrick’s Parade
RSt . R s

o«

The sudden return of winter on March 22 wasn’t nearly enough to deter a group of hardy West-
mounters from walking in the 201st St. Patrick’s Parade downtown. Along for the celebration were
members of the Westmount Battery, the historic re-enactment group known for showcasing the
city’s two functional 1810 British cannon. Also along for the walk along de Maisonneuve Blvd. east
of Fort St. were Westmount city councillor for district 4 Gurveen Chadha and district 3 councillor
JefF Shamie. PHOTO: MARTIN C. BARRY.

Montreal
General Hospital
Foundation

Let’s Transform
Healthcare Together

DONATE
Online: www.mghfoundation.com/donate

Send a cheque to: 1650 Cedar Avenue,
Suite E6-129, Montreal, QC, H3G 1A4

QP Strathmore  exeert Tree services

Arborists you can trust

Expert Tree Services in Montreal and

the West Island since 1992. Over the years,
we have built a reputation for superior
results and great customer service to
residential and commercial customers.

* Pruning

* Dead Wooding

* Tree and Hedge Trimming
* Tree Removal and Planting
* Stump Grinding

* Cabling and Bracing

%
%, §
ORicyprpun Xy

Preventative treatments

CALL OR TEXT

514-831-8733 emergency work 24/7

Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Dr. Liane Feldman
Surgeon-in-Chief,
McGill University Health Centre

Dr. Liane Feldman wants to make
surgery even more effective.
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Police Report

Shoplifting incidents continue
at Lululemon boutique

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Shoplifting continues to be a plague at
the Lululemon boutique on Sherbrooke St.
nearly a year after the current wave of
thefts was first reported there.

According to police reports filed by the
Independent since May last year, the Lulule-
mon store at the corner of Prince Albert
Ave. started to be hit by shoplifters before
last May.

That’s when store management reached
out to Station 12 to complain they’'d been
targeted once too often. The call galvanized
Station 12’s staff into establishing a com-
prehensive system for merchants in the
Victoria village area to report shoplifting
and theft incidents.

Since then, there have been repeated
shopliftings at the Lululemon boutique,
including incidents this past January, Feb-
ruary and March.

In several of the instances, shoplifters
working in groups of three or four have
entered the store, grabbed thousands of
dollars worth of merchandise and quickly

exited.
JAYAY
A /1\ 4

Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

In one case this past February, a small
group of teenagers who attempted to pull
off a heist were apprehended and turned
over to their parents, who were summoned
to the police station.

“I'm sure it’s the same story again —
people walk in then walk out,” Cst. Mike
Yigit, Station 12’s community relations
officer, told the Independent late last week
while describing the latest incident on
March 22.

In this particular instance, a man des-
cribed as being 30-40 years old walked into
the boutique while holding a large plastic
garbage bag.

Walking over to a shelf on which a
dozen or so folded pairs of men’s and
women’s yoga pants were displayed, he
pushed them into the bag then walked out
onto the street.

On a more positive note, the police
made three arrests recently immediately
after a different shoplifting incident at
Lululemon, according to Cst. Yigit, al-
though he lamented that there seems to be
an incident every week now at the bou-
tique.

Lexus, Land Rover stolen

Station 12 received reports regarding
the theft of two luxury vehicles in West-
mount last week.

Sometime between midnight and 3 am
on March 20, a Lexus IS350 was stolen from
a parking spot on de Maisonneuve Blvd.

According to the police report, which
contained digitized images of the spot
where the car was parked, broken glass was
found, indicating a forced entry.

And sometime between 3 and 8:30 pm
on March 23, a Land Rover parked near
Montrose and Thornhill was stolen.

In this case, there were no signs of force
being used to access the vehicle.

Knowlton, Lac Brome

Idyllic 6 bedroom country property set amidst 150 acres.
Perfect family retreat in a stunning location with a

| tennis court, swimming pool and barn/pool house with
additional accommodation. Only 5 mins from the centre
of Knowlton. Available for summer or annual rental.

For further details please contact clid82@yahoo.com

While the Westmount Public Library stays closed...

McEntyre judges use Victoria Hall
to sort record number of entries

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Despite the temporary ongoing closure
of the Westmount Public Library over the
last month due to a bedbug infestation (see
March 17, p. 1), submissions to its annual
McEntyre Creative Writing Competition
continued at record numbers.

As of March 26, a count 0f 1,271 entries
was provided by children’s librarian Wendy
Wayling as she and members of this year’s
committee met at adjacent Victoria Hall to
sort the entries by age category for distribu-
tion to some 89 volunteer judges.

The entries were received from 11 West-
mount schools along with some from
other schools attended by Westmount resi-

Sorting the many McEntyre Creative Writiﬁg Competition entries at Victoria Hall March 26 are,

dents, Wayling said.

Winners in different age categories are
to be presented at a ceremony May 27 at
Victoria Hall.

This year’s competition theme is “Find-
ing yourself” (see story January 13, p. 9) and
the competition itself has added the word
“creative” to its name (see March 3, p. 13).

The annual competition was conceived,
funded and created by the late Westmount
mayor Peter McEntyre, who served from
1969 to 1971. McEntyre objected to Que-
bec’s obligatory pay for council work,
which he considered to be community ser-
vice, as had been Westmount tradition, and
so contributed his mayoral salary to the
competition.

bl PSS ;4

from left, standing: co-chairs Liz McCallum and Wendy Wayling; seated: Faith Holness and Dawna

Hobbs.

EST. 2007

MONTREAL,

QcC

RENOVAMBIANCE

PREMIUM RENOVATIONS TIMELESS RESULTS

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS
FULL HOME REMODEL

VENETIAN PLASTER

KITCHEN TRANSFORMATIONS

MICROCEMENT

(514) 659-5912

www.renovambiance.com

RBQ 5664-5500-01
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Lotus Esthetique expands,
offers advice for spring

Retail Review

4 VERONICA REDGRAVE

As the saying goes, spring has sprung...
well, almost.

But the arrival of warmer weather
means skin is exposed. Time for iiber skin-
care. Proud of their newly-expanded prem-
ises, Ghazal Arasteh and Lida Mohagheghi
have suggestions.

Owners of Lotus Esthetique, they offer
skincare solutions. Depending on client
needs, IPL (intense pulse light) targets sun
spots and rosacea while improving skin
tone and texture. Facials help hydrate
winter-dry skin and are often coupled with

collagen threads “to lift sagging skin and
stimulate natural collagen production,”
explained Ghazal.

Their CO, facial works to improve im-
proves circulation, “adding a radiance.”
Massages offered range from deep muscle
and hot stone to “cupping,” which helps
release pain and drains toxins.

One of their massages, Bamboo Ther-
apy, relieves tension. In addition, micro-
blading, eyelash dying, eyebrow lifting, elec-
trolysis hair removal and microneedling are
offered.

Ghazal and Lida, and their team of
trained estheticians, are celebrating five
successful years.

Depending on client appointments,
Lotus Esthetique is open seven days a week.
“Sundays are popular as there is free park-
ing behind our office.”

5025 Sherbrooke St. #640, 514.663.9800.

and Ghazal Arasteh.

You May Be Getting Older, But
Your Skin Doesn’t Have to Show It

Over the years, a number of environmental assaults
on the skin can cause wrinkling and loss of elasticity.
These factors can't be stopped entirely, but they can be
controlled through innovative cosmeceutical products.
A compounding pharmacist can customize a therapy of

cosmeceutical creams prepared for the exact needs of your
skin. The result? Protected, rejuvenated skin that looks as
young and healthy as it did five, ten, even fifteen years ago!

BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI

5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont)
Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205

pharmacie | pharmacy

COWLEY ABBOTT

CANADA'S ART AUCTIONEERS

SPRING LIVE AUCTION ¢ MAY 27

FINAL CALL TO CONSIGN

Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Paysage du Midi, c. 1900
Auction Estimate: $150,000-250,000

-

Franklin Carmichael, Autumn Landscape
Auction Estimate: $80,000-100,000

For this week only, Cowley Abbott is accepting
artworks for inclusion in our upcoming live auction,
Select Masterworks of Canadian and International Art,
taking place on Wednesday, May 27th. Contact us
for a complimentary valuation.

326 Dundas St. W, Toronto, ON
connect@cowleyabbott.ca
1.866.931.8415

CowleyAbbott.ca
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ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545

" 9 Lives

LYSANNE FOWLER

TB is a true affectionate soul, loving and
playful with all. He is so handsome, per-
haps due to the contrast of his onyx coat
with his green eyes. Confident as he bats
his toys around and enjoys cuddling under
blankets, he brings everyone laughter and
joy.

TB is presently at the Montreal SPCA
cattery, waiting for visits and adoption. He
is a very healthy 12-year-old, up to date with
his inoculations, neutered and micro-
chipped.

You can refer to the Montreal SPCA at
its website, www.spca.com, scrolling to
TB’s information page using his identifi-
cation number, 2000319466.

You can plan your visit any day of the
week as it is open from Monday to Friday
from 3 pm to 8 pm, then Saturday and
Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. The SPCA is

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Painter Available

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and ref-
erences provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

BARRY KAZANDJIAN

_’t 3 } COURTIER IMMORBILIER

- 514.802.6789

' barrykazandjian@gmail.com

3261 Av Cedar Westmount

17,000 sq ft lot, 8,000 sq ft living space

$18,000,000

RE/MAX 3000 INC.

AGENCE IMMOBILIER

514.333.3000 o

Franchisé Indépendant et Autonome de RE/MAX Québec inc.
9280 Boul. De LAcadie, Montréal (Québec) H4N 3C5

Best friend TB

]

located at 5215 ]ean Talon St. West, Cote
des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4.

The adoption coordinators are looking
forward to telling you more about TB and
finding out more about your interest.
Please drop by to see him and consider
sweet TB as a new member of your family
at home.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

JAYAY
\ /1\ 4

Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

RANKED NUMEER 1

RECIPIENDAIRE DU TROPHEE

DIAMANT 2024

o

172 Edgehill Westmount
12,000 sq ft lot, 6,000 sq ft living space
$21,000,000

TITAN
CLUB AWARD
2021 / 2022

™™

146 #
TERRALN: 2
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Social Notes

VERONICA REDGRAVE

Greene Ave. gallerist Corinne Asseraf
is renowned for hosting some of the best
soirées in town. Her invitation to the launch
of Shaken Awake at her Galerie 203 caught
my eye: it contained a picture of a bowl
with cracks of glistening gold.

I've long been a fan of kintsugi: “golden
repair” (It's hugely difficult: I've tried.) The
Japanese art of repairing broken pottery
uses powdered gold or silver to highlight
the cracks instead of hiding the damage,
thus celebrating imperfection.

Author Marie Lynne Desrochers chose
this image for her book cover on purpose.
“The bowl represents both fragility and
wholeness — how life’s unexpected breaks
can be transformed into something mean-
ingful. It became a natural symbol for this
memoir, which is about piecing together
identity and finding connection through
the very moments that once felt like they
might break us.”

The former banker had a fulfilling

Desrochers launches Shaken Awake memoir at Galerie 203

= Y %
o, O
-

- | il =
Corinne Asseraf and author Marie Lynne Desrochers.

career and loving family when an unex-
pected message changed her life: “You
need to know I am your father.” (Read the
book to learn about that life-altering
phrase.)

At the packed cocktail eve, Desrochers
was joined by her husband Francois Labrie
and daughters Gillian Labrie (with her wife
Isabelle Newton) and Florence Labrie (with

her husband Daniel Lavinskas). Gillian
helped with editing and Florence will be
recording the audio book in the summer.

Iconic figures Tintin, Bugs Bunny,
Snoopy and Popeye gazed down from the
gallery walls, adding cartoon Kodachrome
to the fun night.

Amidst the black, colour was noticed:
Pierre Tellier wore a fabulous Italian pink

sweater; Raymonde Lavoie shone in
fuchsia; Yasmin Grothé's T-shirt was Bar-
bie pink; and Desrochers’ sequin jacket
shone as did Corinne Asseraf’s bespoke
blazer.

But perhaps the liveliest — and certainly
the most delicious! — Pantone punch came
from the colourful cornucopia buffet. Here
miniature salads glistened in purples and
reds as they shared space with pretty pastel
macaroons.

The buffet was more than yummy: it
was symbolic. Desrocher chose food that
echoed her life, highlighting the impor-
tance of food and memory. Butter tarts and
date squares were from her grandmother
Nany; egg party sandwiches on white bread
were from her mother Jacqui; Fairmount
Bagels with cream cheese came from Abe’s
era (Abe is the “father”... read the book!)
and strudel from Abe’s mother Zelda, who
came from a family of Romanian bakers.

Noted in the packed shoulder-to-shoul-
der room was Tony Loffreda. Not only a
senator, he is also a proud father with some
good news to share. His daughter, Sophia
Loffreda, and her co-editors (Bec Crans-
wick, Rachel Guergis and Kallan Tread-
well) were nominees for the 2026 Child-
ren’s & Family Emmy Award for Spidey &
His Amazing Friends.

COLORS OF SPRING £

Multicolour sapphires & diamonds in

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSTONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Amold & Son - Moritz Grossmann
Schwarz Etienne - Gerald Charles - Laurent Ferrier - Armin Strom - Krayon

2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca

18k gold.

famet

W==g
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Salon du
livre
ancien de

ntiquarian
-#3“ Book Falr

20 dealers from Quebec,
Ontario in used & rare
books, prints, maps,
autographs and
ephemera.

Saturday, April 4
10to 5
CENTRE GREENE
1090 Greene Avenue,

Westmount, QC H3Z 129
(just below Dorchester)

Admission S3
Info: 514-935-9581

defreitasbooks.com/wbf.html

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

S)

STUART
DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

Standard & Restorative Painting
Plaster
Stripping, Wood Finishing
Interior & Exterior
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187

RBO 8328 8514 09

sdearlove@bell.net
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Kilted Scots invade WRC!
Tartan on parade as St. Andrew’s Society
hosts the Great Canadian Kilt Skate

Adam Clarke and Carrie MacPherson.

By JENNIFER BALL

The St. Andrew’s Society of Montreal
put on the Great Canadian Kilt Skate on
February 21 at the Westmount recreation
centre (WRC).

[t was an opportunity for participants to
dress in their tartans, plaids and kilts and
skate together, with some waving the flag
of Scotland.

The WRC located at 4675 St. Catherine
St.

Gillian Leitch of the St. Andrew’s Society

Alec MacDowaII Tug||att|

of Montreal told the Independent on Febru-
ary 5, “Our first kilt skate was held in 2015
at the Old Port. We have held a kilt skate
annually (except during COVID, when we
held a virtual event)...

“The event is a national/international
one. This year there will be a kilt skate in
Renfrewshire, Scotland and Concord, New
Hampshire as well as in 12 Canadian
cities.”

2017: Montreal was Kilt Skate Capital
Leith explained that Montreal was voted

A true nafural
skin workout to boost
collagen, elastin, and |
hyaluronic acid.

e Firms the skin — L
o Smoaths wrinkles ==, | ‘
» Drains the lymph =
e INcrecses blood flow

The ultimate Endermologie facial

No needles - No surgery - No chemicals - No downfime

CENTRE DE
MASSODERMIE®
= DE MONTREAL

4060 Ste-Cathering W
Suite 510
Westmount
514 8213088
wiww, massodermis.com

Chinese Works 05 Art

L -l
Paintings

Ge

Snuff Bottles

Buddha Figures

o
£ "‘& V.I.ANTIQUES & FINE ART 7 ‘w\

Victor Isganaitis =

Appraiser-Consultant - EJ",}

514-944-4919

Porcelain Porcelain

Lena Clarke.

the Kilt Skate Capital of Canada for 2017
after hosting a stand-out event at the Natrel
Skating Rink in the Old Port, drawing more
than a hundred kilted skaters despite
intense January cold.

“We want that title again!”

During the event, Ronald Rice played
the bagpipes while Jenna Dennison — who
is the bagpiper at Holt Renfrew Ogilvy —
skated and Maureen Leaman and her
daughter Rebecca Matulina performed
highland dancing.

*Hypnotherap

|sa Besner nd, CHt 3

www.hypnosis&me.com
Member of ANPQ and IACT

914-909-1313
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sicotte &co

Marie Sicotte +1514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Summer starts in Mont-Tremblant —
find your place before the season does.

e : $5,850,000 -_ $2,795,000 - &

Lac-Tremblant-Nord 483 3+1 q'| 2 1.47 ac. O Mont-Tremblant 3883 2+1 q] 2
1060 ALLEE DES RONDINS 555 ALLEE ROYALE

ON THE EXCLUSIVE LE MAITRE GOLF COURSE

MOST UNIQUE WATERFRONT DOMAIN IN TREMBLANT REGION

$1,950,000

FROM ITS MOUNTAIN TOP!

Mont-Tremblant 38 2+2%] LaConception 184 ac. Ot 1500 linear ft. 222
60 ALLEE DES PERSEIDES CH. DES REVEURS
[=]ssis [m]

E \ GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
Scan me to know me! 245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé6
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GROUP
harpman- Cowper-hassic

Expertisc you can rely on,
wherever life takes you.

Life changes and so do your real estate needs. With decades of experience
we will help you navigate each transition with clarity and confidence. Our
personalized approach ensures that every step is handled with intention,

professionalism and care — for one seamless journey.

[.et’s Connect
groupkck.com | 514.933.2055

3 ﬁ ’

WESTMOUNT, 597 Av. Roslyn WESTMOUNT, 5 Ch. Belfrag WESTMOUNT, 1 Av. Church Hill

Semi-detached, 4+1 Beds | 3+1 Baths | Double Garage Semi-detached, 3+1 beds | 3+1 baths | Single garage 2-storey upper, 2 terraces, 4 beds | 2+1 baths | 1 parking

$2,595,000 MLS 28219017 $1,998,000 MLS 16919596 $1,520,000 MLS 18150386
- ,/f ~ INTRODUCING

Center West | La Closerie Golden Mile | The Linton Golden Mile | Cours de 'Ambassade

1700 Boul. René-Lévesque O., Apt. 1106 1509 Rue Sherbrooke O., Apt. 48 1545 Av. du Docteur-Penfield, Apt. 204

3 Beds | 2+1 Baths | 2,100 sq.ft. | 1 Garage 2 Beds | 2+1 Baths | 2,000 sq.ft. | 2 Garages 1Bed | 1 Bath | 908 sq.ft.

$1,048,000 MLS 13995769 $1,695,000 MLS 19789945 $439,000 MLS 27496008
ane Biagim | Sotheby's | Qug

Karen Karpman | Ariane Biagini Cowper | Allyson Kassie otneny’s Q uébec

Sotheby’s International Realty Quebec Real Estate Agency is Independently Owned And Operated. Residential & Commercial Real Estate Brokers. INTERNATIONAL REALTY




