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City honours its young athletes 

Mayor Michael Stern, left, was on hand at the city’s bi-annual sports banquet to give out prizes to 
young people participating in its winter sports programs. These recipients were being recognized 
as the most improved skaters in their categories. See p. 17, 18-19 and p. 22. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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New: ‘direct hospital-to-housing,’ private rooms, support 

Pilot project for homeless initiated 
at YMCA residence/former Reddy 
By Jennifer Ball 

A new program is being offered at the 
YMCA’s residence on Tupper St. It started 
in January. 

The model is a structured, time-limited 
form of housing designed to help individ-
uals move from homelessness to stable, 
permanent housing. The core idea is that 
housing alone isn’t enough – people often 

need support, stability and a bridge period 
to re-build their lives. 

On April 10, Flavie Côté, senior director, 
communications and outreach at Les 
YMCA du Québec, described the pilot pro-
ject as a “unique, short-term opportunity 
to support people experiencing homeless-
ness during winter as well as testing an 
innovative transitional-
housing model.” continued on p. 7

Evidence of fresh fire seen at former site of dépanneur 

City requires empty St. Catherine lot 
to put up new fence – Neighbouring 
building gets new one too 
By Jennifer Ball 

In Robert Frost’s 1914 poem “Mending 
Wall,” he writes, “Good fences make good 
neighbors,” and two fences – possibly with 
that goal in mind – have been installed in 
Westmount’s southeast. One is a replace-
ment and one is brand new. 

The newest fence is at the back of 4024-
4032 St. Catherine, a former Packard/Sub-
aru car dealership. The barrier runs paral-
lel to Tupper, St. Catherine and the east-
west alley that starts at Atwater. 

On September 20 of last year, there was 
a fire behind this unused building that 
blackened part of its back wall (see Sep-
tember 30, 2025, p. 1, October 7, 2025 p. 1 
and October 22, 2025 p. 1). 

Mugisha Rutishisha, the director of 
communications at the city of Westmount, 
was asked on April 7 about the fence. On 
April 13, he said, “The installation [of the 
fence] was carried out by a contractor hired 
by the property owner and the work took 
place during the week of April 7.” 

According to the agglomeration of Mon-
treal’s role foncier site, on April 9 the 
Tehrani Family Trust of Côte St. Luc was 
the owner of this property, as it has been 
for years. 

On April 13, a letter was posted to the 
mailing address of the trust asking for 
comment on the fence and to know of any 
future plans the trust has for the property 
in the context of all re cent 
the zoning changes, in -
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Rent 
your next 
dream home 
Our dedicated service 
team will ensure that 
your rental experience 
with Groupe Copley 
is truly outstanding. 
Questions? Reach out 
info@groupecopley.com 
or 514 656-6437

Choose from our large 
selection of luxury homes 

for rent in Greater Montreal

View our homes on our new website: 

groupecopley.com Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514-831-8733 Emergency Work 24/7

• Preventative treatments

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

CALL OR TEXT

To be done this year: Grosvenor north of The Blvd. 

$2M contract for road/water mains offset by grant 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City council April 14 gave unanimous 
approval to a resolution authorizing an 
amount of $2,196,633, taxes included, for 
the “rehabilitation of Grosvenor Ave. – 
roadway and drinking water main” work 
between The Boulevard and the north city 
limits. 

Not mentioned in the resolution, how-
ever, but explained at the meeting by Mayor 
Michael Stern after the unanimous vote, 
was that “half the cost of the water main 
portion” is subject to a Quebec govern-
ment grant. 

Councillor Jonathan Chomski, who 
moved the resolution, said he hoped this 
was a positive sign that more work will get 
done “for the tax-paying dollar.” 

This stretch of Grosvenor is frequently 
used by local residents and through-traffic 
exiting the city as well as STM buses, he 
explained. In addition to giving access to 
Queen Mary Rd., this portion of Grosvenor 
allows drivers get to the two-way portion 
of Victoria north of Sunnyside that leads 
to the same general area. 

“The road surface has deteriorated sig-
nificantly, the water main is due for reha-

bilitation, water services may be lead and 
need to be replaced, and Hydro West-
mount requires some conduits be installed 
which will allow them to loop their dis-
tribution network in the future.” 

As a result, Chomski said, the proposed 
project will include rehabilitation of the 
water main, replacement of public water 
service pipes, removal of existing asphalt, 
repairs to the existing concrete base, re-
paving of the street, complete reconstruc-
tion of sidewalks, reconstruction of Hydro 
lighting conduits, installation of new 
Hydro distribution conduit banks, and 
replacement of existing street lighting with 
Washington-style street lighting. 

Not mentioned in the council resolution 
was the cost of the project before taxes of 
$1,910,530.60, he said. 

Breakdown of costs 

A breakdown of the costs includes ap -
proximately $590,000 plus taxes for water 
works, “which be eligible for a government 
TECQ program, and the expected amount 
to be covered by the loan By-law 1644 is 
therefore $1,320,530.60 plus applicable 
taxes.” 

The TECQ is a joint federal-provincial 

funding program that provides financial 
assistance to Quebec municipalities for 
constructing, rehabilitating, and upgrading 
local infrastructure, such as water systems, 
roads, and environmental projects. 

The contract was awarded to Cojalac, 
chosen from among four bidders.
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Géraldine Libraty
Real Estate Broker

514.962.5563
glibraty@sothebysrealty.ca

FOR SALE
CALIFORNIA-STYLE VILLA

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

Nun’s Island: This magnifi cent home off ers 
breathtaking water and garden views. It 
features 4+1 beds, 3+1 baths and access to 
Club Marin’s sports center. 

$2,198,000 | MLS 27858467

SOLD
REPRESENTING BUYER

DDO: Westpark: Stunning renovated home 
featuring 4 beds, 3+1 baths, a spacious 
kitchen, and fi nished basement. Bright, 
modern, and move-in ready—perfect for 
comfortable family living and entertaining.

SOLD
CHARMING LOWER DUPLEX

Monkland Village: Bright and spacious, near 
Villa-Maria metro, featuring period details, 
high ceilings, woodwork, private backyard, 
large wooden deck with jacuzzi, and outdoor 
parking.

FOR SALE
SPECTACULAR PENTHOUSE

Quinzecent: Stylish corner unit with 
panoramic river and city view from the 26ft 
long balcony. Luxuriously appointed and 
premium amenities. 

                         $2,799,000  | MLS 17805108

Sotheby’s International Realty Quebec Real Estate Agency is Independently Owned And Operated. Residential & Commercial Real Estate Brokers. *2nd Garage at additional cost.

groupkck.com  514.933.2055
Karen Karpman | Ariane Biagini Cowper | Allyson Kassie

5 Ch. Belfrage, Westmount
3+1 Beds | 3+1 Baths | 1 Garage 

$1,949,000         MLS  16919596

1 Av. Church Hill, Westmount 
4 Beds | 2+1 Baths | 2 Terraces | 1 Parking 
$1,520,000         MLS  18150386

597 Av. Roslyn, Westmount
4+1 Beds | 3+1 Baths | 2 Garages  

$2,495,000         MLS  28219017

The Linton - 1509 Rue Sherbrooke O., #38 
2+1 Beds | 2+1 Baths | 2 Garages* 
$1,595,000        MLS  24306509

2-STOREY UPPER CONDO

NEW PRICE

INTRODUCING

Public Security reunites lost 
9-year-old from Ottawa with mum 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A 9-year-old girl from Ottawa was found 
when public safety officers answered a call 
for a child crying at Elm and de Maison-
neuve April 12 at 3:55 pm. She had re port -
edly gone to a store while her mother was 
shopping nearby but had lost her cell phone. 

A passer-by who found the girl alerted 
officers, who met with the child and was 
able to obtain information on her parents. 

The mother was reported to have been 
looking for her daughter “in a panic” after 
they had separated while shopping at 
Alexis Nihon Plaza. 

Octogenarian has 
long wait in PSU vehicle 

Public Security was dispatched April 10 
at 3:10 pm to help an 80-year-old woman 
believed to have suffered a stroke while 
walking along de Maisonneuve, officials 
said. 

She was found on the sidewalk un able 
to stand. 

She was sheltered in a patrol vehicle 
while awaiting the arrival of Urgences 
Santé at 4:25 pm, whose responders took 
her to hospital.

The last snowman of the winter? 

“In gentle defiance of the season’s unexpected spring snowstorms” resident Emma Casarotto and 
a friend took to Selby Park March 14 “to lovingly shape and welcome a new temporary Westmount 
resident.” Photo courtesy of E. Casarotto



Player of the month for March 

Henry Petrucelli chosen for versatility, ‘remarkable growth’ 
By Laureen Sweeney 

In his inaugural season with the West-
mount Wings on its M9–D team, Henry 
Petrucelli, at 8 years of age, “has already 
shown a very positive, remarkable growth 
and versatility in his game,” according to 
city sports coordinator Kai Duenez. 

This, he says, is by playing as a goalie, 
as well as outside the nets. “As a result, the 
Westmount Minor Hockey Association 
looks forward to seeing how much more 
Petrucelli can improve over his hopefully 
long hockey career with the Westmount 
Wings.” 

Duenez also quotes city councillor 
Shawn Moss, the team’s coach, as saying the 
young player “is a skilled offensive player 
but finds ways to get teammates involved 
and hustles to get back on defence. He has 
been solid and committed all season long.” 

Moss subsequently told the Independent 
that the city’s player-recognition program 
is “a great way to encourage young athletes 
as well as getting the community talking 
about sports.” 

Petrucelli is among the youngest to be 
recognized in the city’s program, launched 
in November 2019 (see story November 19, 
2019, p. 1).
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AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC. 
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 

(Proudly serving our community over more than 20 years) 
Professional Accounting, Tax & Business Advisory Services 

$ INCOME TAX RETURN $ 
Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal) 
• Personal & corporate income tax returns 

• Consultation on corporate structure 
• Real estate statements preparation 

• Tenants’ Relevé 31 preparation 
• Financial statements & Bookkeeping 

• GST, QST, & Payroll reports 

514 227-8765 
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B, H3X 2T8 
email: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Convenient, caring, 
personalized attention 

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering 
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription 
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your 

unique health needs. 
As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to 

create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones. 

Visit us today and experience the difference 
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

5025 Sherbrooke (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205 
street-level entrance – free parking in the back of medical building 

pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

PHARMACIE 
PHARMACY

Photo courtesy of Westmount Sports and Recreation. 
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Mayor, Cllr. D’Amico ready to relax gasoline leaf-blower ban? 

Residents ask council about train station safety, soccer field, rats, SE project 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Mayor Michael Stern opened the city 
council meeting April 14 by addressing his 
first five months in the position. He 
acknowledged that change “is not always 
easy” but that “the people of Westmount 
voted for change.” And his priority has been 
to “listen, hear new ideas and opportunities” 
and “build trust in a spirit of cooperation.” 

Saying that Westmount is a city “that 
values service,” he also thanked the staff 
for their “professionalism and dedication.” 

In the first question period that fol-
lowed before the start of the business 
agenda that included more than 30 items, 
a dozen speakers stepped up to the mic to 
ask about a number of issues. 

Answers sought 

Among some of the questions, John 
Fretz of Lansdowne Ave. asked the city to 
hold a consultation meeting on the condi-
tion of Summit Woods, an urban forest, to 
which the mayor suggested one might be 
scheduled to precede a council meeting. 

Diana Anderson of St. Catherine St. 
rais ed what she described as a lack of 
security and fire safety posed by the city’s 

long-vacant train station. This is the heri-
tage-rated building at the foot of Victoria 
which, she claimed, had been turned into 
a furnished area by homeless people. 
There were also needed repairs to the CP 
railway fence, she said. The spaces along 
this fence have long been created and used 
by people to move between Westmount 
and St. Henri. 

“The challenge for us is that we’re on a 
railway,” replied Mayor Stern stating the 
need for long-term solutions. “In the in -
terim, we have to come up with a plan.” 

Liz McCallum, another resident of St. 

Catherine, said she has encountered 
people in her backyard in two incidents. 

A resident of an apartment building on 
Park Place stated not only were there rats 
in the garbage room, but that a wobbly out-
side fence needed repair, which Councillor 
Matt Aronson, a neighbour, attested to. 
The questioner said previous requests to 
the city for help had not been answered. 
“What can the city do to help us?” 

A woman and her son explained the 
need for the city to have a turf soccer field 
for which the mayor said the suggestion 
had been “referred to the administration.” 

At one point, this had been a subject to be 
discussed in partnership with Marianop-
olis College where land might be available, 
but this was not discussed further. A 
special meeting had also been held (see 
story November 12, 2019, p. 1). At present, 
the city plays soccer on its natural grass 
fields, which are subject to inclement 
weather and other field conditions. 

When two gardening contractors in the 
question line-up asked the city to lift the 
ban on gasoline-fired leaf blowers, Coun-
cillor Antonio D’Amico said he agreed with 
the contractors. This would concern the 
spring clean-up of leaves, in particular, 
when piles of leaves are covered in slow-
melting snow. Stern also said he personally 
agreed with the contractors and “we’re sup-
posed to discuss that later tonight” refer-
ring to the closed-door meeting after the 
formal session. 

At a second question period after the 
meeting, Denis Biro asked whether the 
council would be able to “override” a tech-
nical zoning issue related to the southeast 
project development project and whether 
it might also apply to other areas of the city. 

Councillor Jonathan Chomski answered 
“yes.”

Mayor Michael Stern, left, presents comments on his first five months as mayor. Right, Liz Mc -
Callum, left, speaks with recent mayoral candidate Lynne Casgrain at the council meeting April 14. 

Police Report 

Tracking systems win again against vehicle thieves 
By Martin C. Barry 

In yet another instance of vehicle track-
ing technology deterring car thieves, a 
vehicle stolen in Westmount last week was 
recovered within a few hours, although an -
other stolen a few days earlier was reported 
as still missing. 

On April 10 sometime between 4 in the 
afternoon and 11 pm, a classic Jeep Wrang -
ler mid-size compact off-road vehicle was 
reported as stolen from a parking spot on 
Dorchester Blvd. a short distance from 
Tupper St. 

There were no signs of forced entry 
such as shattered glass on the ground 
where it had been parked, suggesting it 
was either unlocked or the perpetrators 
found a way in through the electronic 
security system. 

“There were no broken windows, 
nothing,” said Station 12 community rela-
tions officer Cst. Mike Yigit. “She [the own -

er] parked the vehicle and when she got 
back, it was gone.” 

Land Rover stolen, recovered 

The owner of a Land Rover stolen over-
night on April 12 on The Boulevard in 
upper Westmount was luckier. The high-
end SUV was equipped with a Bluetooth-
enabled tracking system. 

For vehicles, dedicated GPS-based 
vehicle tracking systems are reportedly 
superior to other technologies because 
they communicate directly with satellites 
and cellular networks. 

On the other hand, an Apple AirTag is 
said to be best for locating nearby items 
(keys, wallets) using Bluetooth and the 
iPhone system’s “Find My” network ser-
vice. However, they are also said to be more 
limited in use as they use wireless Blue-
tooth, which becomes less reliable in iso-
lated settings, including rural areas, where 
there are likely to be fewer active iPhones. 

But in this particular case, the owner – 
who was using an AirTag – immediately 
reported to police that his Land Rover was 
stolen, and they were able to find the car a 
short time later on Montreal’s West Island. 

An AI query on the best uses for each 

of the technologies offered the following 
advice. 

AirTags: Good for keys, bags, luggage •
and everyday personal items within 
urban areas, 

GPS Trackers: Cars, bikes, pets, high-•
value assets and children. 

AI’s conclusion: For tracking everyday 
personal items, an AirTag is often best due 
to price and convenience. However, for 
security, theft protection and real-time 
tracking, a GPS tracker is necessary. 

Jumpers stolen from unlocked car 

A tradesman who parked briefly on 
Sherbrooke St. on the morning of April 13 
for a short stop to deal with a client found 
out you can never leave a vehicle unlocked 
under any circumstances. 

While he was inside, somebody entered 
his van and made off with a set of jumper 
cables, used to boost a weak vehicle bat-
tery. 

“The vehicle had been left unlocked,” 
said Cst. Yigit. The driver’s loss was esti-
mated to be $50.

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand-washed 
Never harsh 

machine cleaning 
Pet odour & urine 

treatment specialists 

Persian • Oriental 
• Silk • Wool • Antique 

• Wall-to-wall 
• Upholstery cleaning 
Also: fringe repair • binding 

• spot removal 

White-glove turn-key service 
Pick-up • Delivery 

• Re-installation

WESTMOUNT’S 
TRUSTED RUG & 

CARPET CLEANING 
SPECIALISTS

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and ref-
erences provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.
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Mayor Stern: 
Please invest where 
your predecessors didn’t 

From 2009 through 2025, Westmount 
was governed by mayors Peter Trent and 
Christina Smith. Despite their many cul-
tural and fiscal achievements, their real 
and lasting legacy is the absolutely deplor-
able and disgraceful conditions of the 
roads in Westmount. 

By not investing enough in timely main-
tenance and repairs to our road network, 
they have presided over the absolute crum-
bling destruction of our roadways, leaving 
Westmounters to navigate bumps and pot-
holes more worthy of a Third World 
country than of one of the most affluent 
cities in all of Canada. 

They have left the current administra-
tion with the almost impossible task of try-
ing to rectify problems that didn’t start yes-
terday, but during the previous adminis-
trations. 

As I head to the tire shop following a 
blow-out on The Boulevard, we all hope 
that Mayor Stern and his team will start to 
address this problem in a more responsible 
and timely way than did his predecessors. 

Joe Russo, Sherbrooke St. 

Speak up now regarding 
future of urban-planning 
consultation 

Council is changing by stealth the way 
it runs Westmount, leaving residents in the 
dark. 

On March 17, council approved a frame-

work resolution giving it exceptional 
powers in urban planning. It was designed 
to speed up development, particularly 
housing. Council will now be able to over-
ride existing zoning throughout the entire 
city, subject to guidelines as yet unclear. If 
it sees fit, it can even scrap the Special 
Planning Program for the southeast, ap -
prov ed September 18 after much debate. 
At the April 14 council meeting, I asked 
about this. I was told not to be concerned 
since it is unlikely that developers would 
propose a radical change to the existing 
southeast design. In other words, trust the 
developers and council. 

What happens now with SCAOPI, a 
long running regulatory tool for modifying 
zoning? It is also used by residents to con-
test divisive changes through a referendum 
process. It is on the books, but rendered 
futile now. 

At the April 14 council meeting, a notice 
of motion was submitted amending exist-
ing laws to allow the construction of acces-
sory dwelling units (ADU). These essen-
tially are small self-contained homes 
located within detached or semi-detached 
houses or as an exterior extension to them. 
This will have huge consequences for 
Westmount residents. No public consulta-
tion process was announced on this critical 
step. 

More flexibility in the implementation 
of zoning by-laws is essential to speed up 
development when it does good for the 
public interest. But government, devel-
opers and residents must be equal 
partners. In Westmount, the community 

is no longer considered an equal stake-
holder. 

Public consultation is desperately need -
ed. Engaging with residents leads to better 
policies and outcomes. If you, as residents, 
believe this, raise your voices – at council, 
to your councillors and especial ly in this 
paper. 
Denis Biro, 5000 de Maisonneuve, NDG 

City council ignoring 
its own rules, experts 

At recent council meetings, council has 
voted to overturn recommendations made 
by the Planning Advisory Council (PAC) 
regarding renovation permit applications. 
In at least four cases – two in April and two 
in February – the PAC [recommended that 
permits be] denied […] because the propo-
sals didn’t meet the city’s own guidelines 
– only for council to later approve them. 

The PAC is a well-respected advisory 
body composed of two councillors and six 
architects or urban planners selected for 
their expertise in architectural preserva-
tion, history and design. According to the 
city’s website, “the PAC reviews renova-
tion, restoration and construction projects 
to ensure that they comply with the prin-
ciples of architectural integration estab-
lished in the by-law, while harmonizing 
with the built and natural environments 
that constitute the distinctive character of 
the city.” 

Council does have the authority to over-
ride PAC’s recommendations, but that 
power has rarely been used – and is cer-
tainly not intended to be exercised casually 

or routinely. Repeatedly dismissing the 
advice of this expert committee raises con-
cerns. 

Why is the current council – largely 
made up of professionals outside the fields 
of architecture and urban planning – 
choosing to disregard the informed gui-
dance of specialists? 

A few explanations come to mind. Per-
haps council lacks confidence in the PAC’s 
expertise, or perhaps it questions the valid-
ity of the very guidelines the PAC is man-
dated to uphold. Either way, this pattern 
calls into question the integrity and con-
sistency of the permit-approval process. 

If expert recommendations and estab-
lished guidelines can be disregarded, resi-
dents need to understand what standards 
are actually being applied. 

Confidence in the permit process dep-
ends on transparency and consistency. 
When expert advice is overridden, citizens 
should be given a clear explanation of how 
decisions are made and whether the cur-
rent framework is functioning as intended. 

Richard Dufour, Anwoth Rd.

Letters to the editor
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Correction 
Prager lecture free for 
WHA members only 

Contrary to what we wrote last week (p. 
4), the April 23 presentation by Vincent 
Prager on his mother, artist Eva Prager, is 
free for Westmount Historical Association 
2026 members only. – DP

There are potholes and then there’s this 

As seen at Prince Albert Ave. and de Maisonneuve March 31. This metal joint of some kind was 
there for many days, but had been removed by April 20, although an orange cone was still in place. 

Photo: Independent.
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City spokesman: New date to be set soon 

Police chief cancels meetings with Wood Ave. area residents re: protests 
By Jennifer Ball 

Citing “current obligations,” Station 12’s 
police chief Marie-Eve Lamarche of the 
Montreal police (SPVM) cancelled a meet-
ing that was going to be held with West-
mount Square’s Tower 2 and 3 residents 
on April 14, with a day’s notice, as well as 
one with the residents of 1 Wood the same 
day. 

The residents were planning to discuss 
their concerns about fluctuating protests 
that have taken place since October 7, 2023 
outside the Israeli consulate on Wood Ave. 
near St. Catherine largely and ostensibly 
regarding Israel’s reaction to Hamas’ at -
tacks from Gaza that day. 1 Westmount 
Square, the location of the Israeli consu-

late, is adjacent to these three large condo 
buildings as well as many restaurants and 
businesses. 

At the February 3 council meeting, 
councillor and commissioner of public 
order Paul Levine said, “Councillor [Kath-
leen] Kez, [commissioner of public safety], 
the mayor, myself, the DG [city director 
general] and Public Works met with the 
police to express our concerns about the 
demonstrations which took place through-
out much of the last two years.” 

Councillor Levine said, “The police have 
agreed to meet with the residents of both 
1 Wood and the 4300. Those meetings are 
scheduled in April and the residents of 
both buildings were very, very pleased that 
they’ll be meeting with the police to dis-

cuss their concerns and to exchange with 
the police… 

“The police will take questions and give 
them a lot of tools in addition to help them 
in dealing with such a demonstration, 
should it continue to take place, which we 
hope it won’t.” 

The SPVM meeting with the 4300 was 
later substituted for a meeting with Towers 
2 and 3 of Westmount Square – as they are 
in closer proximity to where the protests 
take place – and that meeting was to occur 
on April 14 at 10 am in the lobby of Tower 
3. 

On April 13, Councillor Levine was 
informed – and alerted the Independent to 
the fact – that the SPVM cancelled that 
meeting as well as one with 1 Wood sched-

uled for April 14 at 11 am. 
The Independent asked Marie-Eve Lam-

arche on April 13 what factors precipitated 
both cancellations. She replied the same 
day, “I spoke with Mayor Stern and ex -
plain ed the reasons to him. I also sent him 
an email explaining these points in more 
detail. I remain available if needed.” 

Mugisha Rutishisha, the city’s director 
of communications, was asked to expand 
on Lamarche’s statement, and he said, 
“Our understanding is that the SPVM has 
re-scheduled these meetings due to current 
obligations, and a new date will be set 
soon. The [SPVM] have assured the city 
that they take this matter very seriously and 
remain committed to meeting with the 
stakeholders involved.”

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand-washed 
Never harsh 

machine cleaning 
Pet odour & urine 

treatment specialists 

Persian • Oriental 
• Silk • Wool • Antique 

• Wall-to-wall 
• Upholstery cleaning 
Also: fringe repair • binding 

• spot removal 

White-glove turn-key service 
Pick-up • Delivery 

• Re-installation

WESTMOUNT’S 
TRUSTED RUG & 

CARPET CLEANING 
SPECIALISTS

The former Reddy Memorial Hospital 
at 4039 Tupper St. has long been a YMCA-
run residence for asylum seekers operated 
in partnership with the Quebec Ministry 
of Immigration and Programme régional 
d’accueil et d’intégration des demandeurs 
d’asile (PRAIDA). It provides temporary 
housing and support services – primarily 
for refugees and asylum seekers (see 
“Refugees find temporary shelter at Y’s 
Tupper St. residence,” November 20, 2018, 
p. 10). 

New program for homeless 

When asked to define what sets this 
program apart, Côté explained that “The 
duration participants can stay is up to 45 
days, which is longer than most winter 

shelters and [the project is also testing out 
a] direct hospital-to-housing trajectory, 
which is currently unique in Montréal.” 

Direct hospital-to-housing is a targeted 
homelessness-care model where a person 
is discharged from a hospital directly into 
permanent housing with supports, instead 
of being discharged to a shelter, the street 
or unstable temporary arrangements. 

It’s an intervention for people whose 
homelessness is tightly linked to medical 
crises, chronic illness or repeated hospital-
izations. 

Côté listed the services that are being 
offered in the pilot project: 

private rooms (not dormitory-style like •
in some overnight and day shelters), 

clinical teams on site to provide medical •
services, 

programs integrated with existing hos-•
pital programs and housing-first orien-
tation, 

structured access to subsidies, modular •
homes and therapy programs. 

Côté also supplied details about the day-
to-day operations of the residence, explain-
ing how the YMCA governs the residence 
with the help of two CIUSSSs. 

“The YMCA manages the building and 
its psychosocial team [while] CIUSSS 
West-Central Montreal’s clinical staff – 
nurses, social workers, homelessness/
addiction liaison workers – are on site 
delivering care and case management. The 
CIUSSS du Centre-Sud-de-l’Île-de-Mon-
tréal oversees project selection, funding of 
homelessness projects, and allocation of 
beds across Montréal.”

YMCA residence cont’d from p. 1

The YMCA residence is located at 4039 Tupper St., as seen April 9.

The Key Tag Service 

protects your keys and 

has been supporting child

a.cpsamart wy tags aeee kder frrO

has been supporting child 

amputees for 50 years!



City undertakes garbage survey 

Not willing to reveal your age? City doesn’t want to hear from you 
By Jennifer Ball 

The city launched a survey on garbage 
collection and household waste manage-
ment April 2 to better understand resi-
dents’ experience and to aid with the city’s 
communications strategy. 

“Waste ambassadors” rang doorbells on 
April 3 and offered homeowners a flyer, 
which included a self-explanatory url: west-
mount.org/garbagesurvey. 

Our reporter’s experience 

This reporter took the survey – ignoring 
the fact that the flyer indicated that March 
30 was the deadline to complete it – but 
was booted out of the digital questionnaire 
after a preliminary demographic question. 

The question “How old are you?” ap -
peared at the beginning of the survey, and 
“I’d rather not answer” was an option to 
select. The reporter selected that option, 
only to be booted out of the survey and 
offered the explanation, “Your profile does 
not meet the survey criteria. Thank you for 
your time!” 

Not fully understanding why failing to 
reveal her age invalidated her from sharing 
her experience with biweekly and weekly 
garbage collection, she tried a second time, 
only to be met with, “[You are] not eligible 
to take the survey.” 

Undeterred, the city’s garbage survey 
was completed using a proxy. 

City explains its requirement 
for demographic data 

The Independent reached out to Mug-
isha Rutishisha, the director of communi-
cations at the city, on April 8 explaining 
this experience. On April 10, he said, 
“Beyond validating the minimum age 
requirement (18), the question regarding 
the respondent’s age group is important 
for the data analysis. It will (hopefully) 
allow us to identify the specific issues resi-

dents face based on their generational real-
ity. Needs and habits regarding waste man-
agement may vary significantly from one 
age group to another, and we hope that 
these indicators will allow the city to better 
tailor its services… 

“Also to ensure maximum statistical 
validity, we must ensure that the survey is 
not completed multiple times by the same 
individual. This is why we implemented a 
restriction based on IP addresses. While 
not infallible, this restriction can help pre-

vent duplicate entries that could skew the 
results. That is why, after your initial 
attempt, the system recognized that a sub-
mission had already been initiated from 
your connection, which prevented a new 
participation.” 

Context 

As the Independent previously reported, 
by December 31, 2027, the city of West-
mount will be obligated to have a collection 
schedule for “residual materials sent to land-

fill” that does not exceed a maximum of 26 
collections per year, in accordance with 
Measure 9 of the Metropolitan Waste Man-
agement Plan (PMGMR) of the Commun-
auté métropolitaine de Montréal (CMM). 

No measure in the plan specifies the 
collection frequency for organic (compost/
brown bin) or recyclable materials destined 
for the blue bin (see March 31, 2026, p. 8). 

At his first council meeting, on Novem-
ber 17 last year, Mayor Michael Stern 
brought back weekly garbage collection as 
of December 1, 2025 – it had been every 
other week for single family homes and 
buildings with two to eight dwelling units 
in fall/winter since October 2024 (see Nov. 
25, 2025, p.1) – at a cost of $56,000. His 
reasoning was: residents told him biweekly 
garbage collection was not working be -
cause they had nowhere to store medical 
waste or dirty diapers. 

A small sampling of the survey ques-
tions included: 

“For your household [how many are]: 
Children in diapers, •
Individuals who wear disposable in -•
continence products (diapers, absorbent 
underwear), 
Individuals with special needs who gen-•
erate additional waste, such as medical 
waste, 
Pets. •
How did your household experience 

biweekly garbage collection (October 2024 
to April 2025 & October to November 
2025)? 

No problems at all, it went very well, •
Few problems, it went well, •
Some problems, it went more or less •
well, 
Many problems, it did not go well, •
I did not reside in Westmount at the •
time, 
I don’t know/I don’t remember. •
For each of the following, please indi-

cate whether it helped your household 
adjust to biweekly garbage collection: 

Participating in the food waste collection •
(green bin, compost), 
Participating in the recycling collection •
(blue bin), 
Sufficient storage space for my trash, •
We were already taking out the trash •
every 2 weeks or more, 
Private help (employee, family member, •
etc.), 
Active effort to reduce waste (reusing or •
repairing items, etc.), 
Good understanding of waste sorting •
guidelines. 
The survey also asks, “What size is your 

outdoor garbage bin?” along with explana-
tory photos.

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906
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A copy of the flyer that was handed out by the “waste ambassadors” on April 3. The French version 
indicates that the survey period is until “April 30” but the English version says the survey period is 
until “March 30”. Photo taken April 7.



April 21, 2026 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 9



10 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – April 21, 2026

cluding the city’s southeast plan that loo-
sened restrictions (“City council votes 5-3 
to approve southeast re-development pro-
ject,” September 23, 2025, p. 1) and a more 
recent “freeze” that did not include the 
trust’s building (see March 3, p. 8). 

There was no response by the Indepen-
dent’s print deadline. 

Empty lot activity 

The slightly older fence is a replacement 
and was installed the week of December 8, 
2025. It runs around the perimeter of the 
empty lot to the east, which is the former 
site of a dépanneur and office building 
bearing the civic numbers 4010-22 St. 
Catherine. 

Behind this slightly older fence, visible 
from the alley, there was evidence of a 
fresh fire having been set, although its date 
could not be determined by the Indepen-
dent. 

According to the agglomeration of Mon-
treal’s role foncier site, 4010 St Catherine is 

owned by 9459812 Canada Corporation. 
In the Quebec provincial business reg-

istry (CIDREQ), Samiei Ghohar Batool is 
listed as president of the company, whose 
activity is described “other real estate oper-
ator/activities,” but no owners are listed for 
4014–4022 St. Catherine. 

City spokesman Rutishisha was asked 
on April 7 if the city initiated the replace-

ment of this fence. 
On April 13, he said, “The previous 

fence was not secure enough to prevent 
access to the vacant lot. While the city did 
not install the new fence, the Urban Plan-
ning department required the owner to 
choose a sturdier fence. The city’s ongoing 
role is to monitor the area to ensure there 
are no hazards to public safety.”
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St. Catherine, cont’d from p. 1

The exterior of 4024B St. Catherine viewed from the alley to the south of it showing a new fence 
that was erected the week of April 7, as seen April 9.

A new yellow-metal fence was installed the week of December 8, 2025 around the perimeter of this 
empty lot at 4010-4022 St. Catherine, as seen April 2.

Evidence of a fire at 4010-4022 St. Catherine, as 
seen April 2 from the alley to the south. The 
ashes and cinders appear to be from a relatively 
recent fire.
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1 Westmount Square #711, Westmount (QC) H3Z 2P9 Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency

lovewhereyoulivelovewhereyoulive514.934.2480

We have serious clients looking for the right property! 

Thinking of selling?

 Give us a call at 514.934.2480 — we may already have your buyer. 

Scan here to browse 
ALL of our exceptional 
properties.

4984 CIRCLE, CDN/NDG

$1,850,000

INTRODUCING

4329 - 4331 WILSON, CDN/NDG

$1,690,000

FEATURING

61 CHESTERFIELD, WESTMOUNT

$2,495,000

INTRODUCING

1 WOOD 2102, WESTMOUNT

$2,125,000

FEATURING

54 OAKLAND, WESTMOUNT

$3,895,000

FEATURING

3577 ATWATER 1016, VILLE-MARIE

$1,195,000

FEATURING

37 BURTON, WESTMOUNT

$1,425,000

INTRODUCING

4645 CIRCLE, CDN/NDG

$2,595,000

INTRODUCING

3047 DE BRESLAY, WESTMOUNT ADJ.

$5,500,000

INTRODUCING

80 SOMERVILLE , WESTMOUNT

$1,795,000

FEATURING
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ReLove works to ‘ReCycle’ vintage apparel, looks, quality 

Say “yes” to the second-hand dress. 
Used clothing is all the rage, and celeb-

rities such as Kate Moss and Amal Clooney 
have taken it to another level. For years, 
Moss has been renowned for her older 
satin-y slip dresses; more recently Clooney 
for couture from the past. Along with the 
branding of water as a Must-Have Drink 
in a Bottle, “gently-worn” (i.e. used) cloth-
ing has been re-branded. 

Called “vintage” in recent decades, it is 
a hugely successful re-positioning. It’s 
gotten so hot that New York boutiques 
even offer bridal wear from other eras. Not 
only does vintage shopping address over-
consumption and fast-polyester fashion, it 
also improves the offering. Only a few 
years ago, the quality was better – not only 
the fabrics, but the detailing. 

Westmount’s newest shop, ReLove, 
recently moved to Westmount from NDG. 
Unlike some local vintage boutiques – über 
successful Charlotte & Gabrielle and Vin-

tage Musts – they do not take consignment 
items. They search. 

“We go to vintage fairs,” explained 
Jessica Yaffe. Owned by Jessica and Jen-
nifer Lassner, the store is already a go-to 
destination. They not only follow seasons 
(“many more light jackets now”), but 
astutely connect with contemporary events. 

Recently, they promoted prom. “Party 
day” – announced with a fun sidewalk 
chalk board – attracted soon-to-be-grads. 
They may have arrived in baggy/ripped 
jeans and running shoes (white, of course), 
but they were excited to peruse pretty 
things. 

Some searched for slinky simple – riff-
ing on the current CBK fad (after the late 
Carolyn Bessette-Kennedy); others wanted 
to shine in sequins. The elephant in the 
room is often about wearing “someone 
else’s clothes” – particularly given how a 
local library recently closed for a month or 
so. (It is now open.) “We hot steam every 
item,” Jessica assured me. “This is the 
proven way to sanitize and refresh.” 
ReLove, 4259 St. Catherine St. 

(just west of Greene) 
Relovevintage.ca 
Wednesday 12 noon to 5 pm. 
Thursday & Friday 12 noon to 6 pm. 
Sunday 12 noon to 5 pm.

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Jessica Yaffe and Jennifer Lassner.
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• Clean and adjust automatic controls, 
thermostat and safety limit controls 

• Brush out burners and heat exchangers 
• Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

• Lubricate motors and pumps as needed 
• Check for gas and combustion leaks 
• Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment 
• Check flue for satisfactory operation

Tune up includes the following:

The Time Is Here! 
CALL NOW: 514 990-1346

All DHI technicians are experienced, licenced 
with training and certification by many 

manufacturers including: Lochinvar, A.O. Smith, 
Raypak, Camus, Rheem GSW and many others.

www.dhidirect.net 
dhiservicecalls@gmail.com 
445 rue Deslauriers, St-Laurent, QC H4N IW2

We see you! Raking the fall leaves 
from your lawn, picking up broken 
branches. You decided it’s spring! 
Let us know when you are filling the 
swimming pool. We can arrange to clean 
and verify your pool heater, before 
you want to swim. And especially 
before you invite guests.

Almost there…there 

As seen on Sherbrooke at Grosvenor April 1, left, and April 7. Photos: Ralph Thompson, left, and Independent.
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PRIDHAM’S 
AUCTIONS & 
APPRAISALS 

-OTTAWA- 
Fine & Decorative Arts 

Call for an 
appointment 

1-877-533-5877 
www.pridhams.ca

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

As held April 15 at Victoria Hall. 
Most Improved Skating: Beginner 

– Evelyn Derlatcher, Maximilian Dau-
chez, Madeleine Peart, Gabrielle Vail-
lon; Intermediate – Simone Hebert, 
Yoonseo Yang; Advanced – Astrid 
Goth; Powerskating – George Hao 
Cheng Wang. 

Indoor Soccer Sportsmanship 
Awards: Girls’ Soccer – Stella Chen, 
Lila Domanko. 

Basketball Sportsmanship Awards: 
Sebastian Mendez, Chanho Lee. 

Instructional Hockey Most Im -
proved Player Awards: M9 – Yooha 
Eom; M11 – Amber Purmal; M13/15 – 
Euijin Jeong; M13/M15 – Evelyn Stern. 

M7 – Jeux de Montréal Champions: 
Louis Bouchard, Gianluca Saia, Felix 
Rivest, Charles Martin, John Tang, Leo 
Prupas, Leo Varadi, Jackson Kaine, 
Leo Panasuk, Isadore Leider, Shuoru 
Wang, Bohdi Lennox. 

Westmount Minor Hockey Players of 
the Month for 2025-2026: October: Holden 
Kelly; November: Walter Sala; December: 
Tabitha Woo; January: Canelo Amalfitano; 
February: Stella West; March: Henry Pet-
rucelli. 

Junior C Inter-City Sportsmanship 
Award: Elliot Beaudoin. 

Junior C Inter-City Most Improved 
Player Award: Lorenzo Messercola. 

M18 A Inter-City – Tournament 
Banners & Trophies: 

CAN/AM Hockey Challenge Cup – •
October 31 to November 2, 
Pierrefonds Hockey Tournament – Janu-•
ary 17 to February 1, 
EHL Playoff Champions + Lac St-Louis •
Regional Finalists 
Tom Azeff, Peter Barbarosie-Tsang, 

Nicolas Belanger, Scott Coleman, Avery 
Hannon, Jonathan Houle, Spencer Kaplan, 
Holden Kelly, Matthew Lee, Jake Lubarsky, 
Shaia Maislin, Liam Martin, Taryn Miz-
rahi, Leo Semionov, Brody Wesetvik, Max 

Zelermyer. Coaches: Robert Lee, JJ Mais-
lin, Johnny Reese, Ilya Semionov. 

M18 Inter-City Sportsmanship Awards: 
M18 A – Peter Barbaroise-Tsang; M18 B – 
Orphee Curey. 

M18 Inter-City Most Improved Player 
Awards: M18 A – Max Zelermyer; M18 B – 
Noah Shinder. 

M15 Inter-City Sportsmanship Award: 
M15 AF – Olivia Forlini; M15 A – Nicolas 
Clark. 

M15 Inter-City Most Improved Player 
Award: M15 AF – Rebecca Mills; M15 A – 
James Siwiec. 

M12 AF Inter-City Tournament banners 
Verdun Hockey Tournament Cham-•
pions 
Lac St Louis Regional Champions + •
Coupe Chevrolet Provincial Champions 
Alice Dodd, Audrey Robbins, Ava 

Prinsky, Caroline San Gregorio, Emily 
Hamilton, Emma Khazzam, Emmanuelle 
Ghattas, Laurie Beaupré, Morgan Piccioni, 
Sophie Frenkiel, Tabitha Skye Woo and 
Zoe Rochester. Coaches: Jennifer MacMil-

lan, Robert Piccioni, Lloyd Rochester, 
Franco San Gregorio, Kristina Stathas and 
Mile Prinsky. 

M13 A Inter-City EHL Finalists Banner 
Canelo Amalfitano, Aether Anderson, 

Maddox Durocher, Noah Fox, Maximus 
Khazzam, Tristan MacDonald, Sebastien 
Plante, Isaac Urman, Alistair White, 
Shams Ahmad, Alex Barbarosie-Tsang, 
Alexandre Mantha, Zachary Guay, Greyson 
Schwarz. Coaches: Dominic Plante, Faisal 
Ahmad, Simon Durocher, Fred Mantha, 
Matthew Fox. 

M13 Inter-City Sportsmanship Awards: 
M12 AF – Emily Hamilton; M13 A – Noah 
Fox; M13 B – Matthew Frenkiel. 

M13 Inter-City Most Improved Player 
Awards: M12 AF – Zoe Rochester; M13 A 
– Isaac Urman; M13 B – Charles Chen. 

M11 Inter-City Sportsmanship Awards: 
M11 A – Cenxu Wang; M11 B – George 
Wang. 

M11 Inter-City Most Improved Player 
Awards: M11 A – Mathys Mossop; M11 B – 
Gabriel Boismenu. 

M9 Inter-City Sportsmanship 
Awards: M9-CF – Lily Guaiani; M9-A 
– Samuel Ghattas; M9-B – Lucas 
Doyons; M9-C – Malcolm Nickel; M9-
D – Noah Moss. 

M9 Inter-City Most Improved 
Player Awards: M9-CF – Jaclyn Wer-
bitt; M9-A – Adam Zarrabian; M9-B – 
Asher Viezel-Mathieu; M9-C – Jeremie 
Gelber; M9-D – Jiyool Oh. 

M9 Inter-City medals 
M9 A – Wings: Adam Saheb, Adam 

Zarrabian, Alessandro Di Gregorio, 
Cashel Francoeur, Eason Wang, 
Henry San Gregorio, Hudson Shapiro 
Stotland, Jayden Zhang, Milo Bog-
daneris, Pim Edens, Samuel Ghattas. 
Coaches: MJ Blais, Matt Stotland, 
Franco San Gregorio, Steve Di Grego-
rio. 

M9 C – Wings: Alexander Fattal, 
Cedric Pospisil, Charlie Wiseman, 

Conrad John Harrington, Henri Guilbert, 
Jérémie Gelber, John Dickson, Leo Knecht, 
Logan Schwarz, Malcolm Nickel, Matias 
Arguello, Xavier Holody. Coaches: Jarred 
Knecht, Erik Holody. 

M9 B – Wings: Asher Viezel-Mathieu, 
Ashley John Dunwoody, Gabriel Bouhaddi 
Chartrain, Gabriel Cinq-Mars, Ilan Khaz-
zam, Jacob Shatilla, Lucas Doyon, Matthias 
Luc, Max David-Lussier, Philippe Bella-
vance, Zoryan Bilotkach. 

Coaches: Christian Lussier, Xavier Cinq-
Mars, Mike Khazzam, Richard Shatilla. 

M9 CF – Wings: Claire Barazin, Jaclyn 
Werbitt, Kennedy Adam, Kylie Cheung, 
Lila Domanko, Lily Guaiani, Navy Trihey, 
Rania Ahmad, Sidney Piccioni. 

Coaches: Breanna Roy, William Trihey, 
Faisal Ahmad, Fanny Mailhot. 

M9 D – Wings: Camilo Jr Bejarano, 
Cristian Paul Abou Nassar, Henry Petruc-
celli, Jack Abadi, Jiyool Oh, Neel Srinvas 
Aourpally, Nicolas Forest, Noah Moss, 
Owen Goldberg, Shaurya Dhore. Coaches: 
Claude Petruccelli, Shawn Moss.

Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Athletes, pizza and joy – City hosts sports Awards Night 
By Ralph Thompson 

As predictable as the bulbs sprouting 
out of the soil in spring, unrestrained 
excitement for the city’s semi-annual 
sports Awards Night at Victoria Hall was 

in full bloom April 15. 
Hundreds of young sports champs 

flooded into Victoria Hall at 6 pm as a gal-
lant but futile effort was made by city staff 
and volunteers to control their high-strung 
behaviour. 

Girls’ hockey growing 

“There’s been a big growth in hockey 
activity this past winter, especially girls’ 
hockey,” said a very busy Andrew Maislin, 
division head of operations and sports 
facilities. 

Alyssa Sherrard, sports coordinator, 
echoed his remarks, “This year marked a 
big step forward for girls’ hockey at all 
levels. We are pleased with the launch of 
the Westluc partnership between West-
mount, Côte St. Luc and Montreal West. 
We were able to grow the game with six 
girls’ teams from M9 [under age nine] all 
the way to M15, creating more opportun-
ities, stronger development and a real 
sense of community across our programs. 

“We’re particularly thrilled by the M12 
AF Wings girls’ team, who became the 
regional champions and Coupe Chevrolet 
provincial champions.” 

As the swarming youngsters made per-
functory efforts to assemble at assigned 
tables, designated groups lined up in turn 
for pop and chips while Jennifer Heaps, 
administrative officer, calmly managed the 
dissection of 40 large pizzas in the kitchen. 
The mayor, city councillors Gurveen 
Chadha, Kathleen Kez, Jonathan Chomski, 
Jeff Shamie and Shawn Moss, staff and vol-
unteers then precariously balanced trays 

of the delectable tranches and wandered 
between the multitudes distributing them 
to the hungry masses. Former city coun-
cillor Conrad Peart was also spotted in the 
crowd. 

Dave Lapointe, the city’s director of cul-
ture, sports, recreation and social develop-
ment, welcomed everyone and introduced 
Mayor Michael Stern, who expressed his 
joy at seeing all the sports devotees and 
thanked all the staff and volunteers for all 
their contributions. 

Presentations 

Maislin finally managed to get noise 
levels below 100db and Kai Duenez, sports 
coordinator, introduced the first trophy 
winners in the Most Improved Skating 
Participants category. As each award 
winner and team thundered onto the stage, 
the mayor and councillors handed out the 
medallions, ornate cups and banners. 

As the last awards were handed out, 
Lapointe again thanked the staff, volun-
teers and in particular all the coaches for 
their contributions to the community over 
the past season. 

For the list of winners, turn to p. 17 and 
see additional photos on p. 1 and p. 22.
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Photos: Ralph Thompson.
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Photos: Ralph Thompson.
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Loco is a great companion 

Gentle and calm, this very handsome 
fellow is presently at the Montreal SPCA 
kennel. A quiet and outdoorsy family 
would be a perfect fit for him as he enjoys 
the daily routine and leisurely walks. 

Loco doesn’t pull on leash, he is curious 
and enjoys sniffing along the route. As an 
active and affectionate nine-year-old, Loco 
is up to date with his inoculations, neu-
tered and microchipped. 

For more information on him, do not 
hesitate to go the Montreal SPCA website 
at www.spca.com and refer to Loco’s 
information page through his identifica-
tion number, A2000404925. The shelter is 
open every day: Monday to Friday from 3 
pm to 8 pm, then Saturday and Sunday 
from 11 am to 6 pm. It is located at 5215 
Jean Talon St, West, Côte des Neiges, Mon-
treal H4P 1X4. The adoption coordinators 
are looking forward to discussing Loco’s 
personality, giving you an opportunity to 
visit with him, and discussing your needs 

and interest in adoption. 
He is a dear friend, ready for relaxed 

indoor cuddling as well as the active com-
panionship of walks and play. This is a 
great opportunity to enjoy this great friend. 
Please do not hesitate to make plans to 
bring him home. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

‘2000412989’ has no official name yet 

The number is this kitten’s identifica-
tion file at the Montreal SPCA cattery. This 
funny little black-and-white kitten, still so 
young, is on a path to adoption and loving 
arms in a new home. 

Let’s call him “White Paint” for now. In 
any event, he is a true original, a stunning 
character. He is very healthy, on plan for 
his kitten inoculation program, neutered 
and microchipped. 

At the Montreal SPCA website, www.
spca.com, you must refer to White Paint 
through this identification number, 
2000412989. Then plan your visit to discuss 
adoption with the coordinators on site, 
where you will also be planning time 
together with the kitten. 

It is open every day, Monday to Friday 
from 11 am to 8 pm, then Saturday and 
Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. The SPCA 
shelter is located at 5215 Jean Talon St. 
West, Côte des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. 

The coordinators will be pleased to dis-

cuss your interest and help plan your 
return home with White Paint, whom you 
may have given your choice of name to. 

You can also choose a spacious cat car-
rier from the onsite boutique, which is also 
well stocked with different types of food, 
litters, accessories and toys. Enjoy your 
journey from this number to the name of 
your choice, who is ready to start his new 
life with so much love. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

PRIDHAM’S 
AUCTIONS & 
APPRAISALS 

-OTTAWA- 
Fine & Decorative Arts 

Call for an 
appointment 

1-877-533-5877 
www.pridhams.ca

Dogs agree: No bedbugs at library 

The city hired Orkin Canada to double check that there were indeed no bedbugs at the Westmount 
Public Library after the main month-long work terminated before its April 9 re-opening. On April 
16, two dogs inspected and found no intruders. Photo courtesy of Westmount Public Library



Morantz, Schauer introduce Burundi hospital 

A celebratory dinner was held recently 
to introduce the Ubuntu Village of Life 
(UVL). 

The event was hosted by Westmounters 
Gillian Morantz, pediatrician, and her hus-
band Adrian Schauer, CEO of AlayaCare. 
They were joined by Dr. Alexis Nizigiyi-
mana, founder and director of the hospital 
in Mugamba, Burundi. 

Nizigiyimana, then a recent medical 
graduate, opened a clinic in 2020 in a small 
abandoned bar in his commune of about 
60,000 people where health services were 
non-existent, and infant and maternal 
mortality rates were alarmingly high. 

Today, that clinic has grown into a bus-
tling regional hospital and centre, serving 
a population of over a million, thanks 
largely to the involvement of the Madiro 
Foundation, which supports local health 
innovations in a number of African coun-
tries. 

Madiro Foundation was established 
when Schauer proposed marriage to Mor-
antz – then working in public health in 
Kenya – by presenting her a cheque for a 

global health foundation instead of a tra-
ditional engagement ring. 

The evening took place at Connections 
by Ralia on St. Lawrence Blvd. Mémé-Trai-
teur crafted a delicious African cuisine. 
Entertainment included Burundian 
dancers and musicians, and video presen-
tations featured the hospital and the town 
with its mountainous surroundings. 

MC was Michael Bontyes, director pro-
grams and digital health at the Madiro 
Foundation. Speakers included the three 
hosts who shared UVL’s achievements. In 
addition, tech supporters with personal 
knowledge of UVL addressed the audience: 
Lambert Manirakiza, Montreal IT profes-
sional, a Mugamba native who returned 
home to find a fully functioning hospital 
where none had existed before; Max Brie, 
CEO of Westmount’s Capy Learning Tech-
nology, whose company is providing UVL 
frontline health workers with multilingual, 
on-demand medical education tools; and 
AI specialist professor Louis-Martin 
 Rousseau, Canada Research Chair, Poly -
technique Montréal. 

On learning about UVL, Rousseau’s 
family generously offered support to help 
build UVL’s maternal and newborn pavil-
ion and advance its digi-
tal health infrastructure. 
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Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Adrian Schauer, Gillian Morantz and Alexis Nizigiyimana. continued on p. 22
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On an amusing – yet important note – as 
the event was charitable in nature –
Schauer reminded attendees of the “stone 
soup” folk tale, a symbol of how small con-
tributions lead to larger sharing, em -
phasizing the power of collective contribu-
tion. 

The story? Hungry travellers put stones 
in their pot of “soup,” but trick villagers 
into adding vegetables and meat, thus cre-
ating a meal. The fable teaches that coop-
eration can transform.

Social notes…, cont’d from p. 21

Snuff Bottles

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor

• All services maintain your warranty 
• Pick-up/drop-off available • Tire storage 

514-932-1554BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

(in addition to ALL work on 
all models of traditional vehicles) 

We service most aspects 
of ELECTRIC cars.

City’s sports banquet 

The view from the Victoria Hall stage on April 15. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

▲ Left, MC Michael Bontyes.



April 21, 2026 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 23

 

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

cexE  

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

ellence i  

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

in  

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

portf
cexE

Portfolio mana
f i li

 

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

folio ma
ellence i

gement expertise and ex
d i t thi

 

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

anagem
in

xcellence, depth, 
i h t h d fi d

 

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

ment

To mee

 

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

et with us, please call: 

 

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 
 

 

 

If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and 

al Bank of Canada. ® / ™ T

comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to 
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member 
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Roy Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
2025. All rights reserved. 25_90301_B8B_001 (01/2025)

professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 40 years. It is central to how we manage 
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it 
is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our 
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio 
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across 
Canada, with over $8 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

Jean-François Dion, 
Senior Portfolio Manager, 

dvisor
or Sholom Tabak, 
Senior Wealth A r,
at 514-878-4216

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal 

kentwealth.com
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JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

Visit all my properties 

jillprevost.com
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

514.591.0804

CHANGING INVENTORY 

Westmount listings are starting to rise, 

More choice appearing to buyers’ eyes. 

Move ahead and take the lead, 

Or face more rivals as they proceed!

EDUCATED BUYERS 

Buyers are back with a keen, sharp eye, 

Prepared and informed as they look to buy. 

With a polished presentation and priced to compete, 

Your path to a sale is smooth and complete.

STABILIZED INTEREST RATES 

Though daily costs continue to rise, 

Steady rates are a welcome prize. 

With affordability finding a firmer floor, 

Precise pricing brings them to your door! 

A NEW CHAPTER AWAITS 

A change of pace, a simpler way, 

Less to manage day to day. 

Turn the page, embrace what’s new, 

The next chapter is calling you!

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

Thinking of making a move, 
but unsure where to start? Call me!

WHY YOU SHOULD CONSIDER SELLING YOUR HOME NOW!

Homeowner Tip #420 
This market is confusing, like everything in this 

world. Having the right broker to hold your hand 
is key. Let my 22 years of experience help you!


