
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
Weekly Vol. 20 No. 5a May 4, 2026We are Westmount.

Agia honoured by 
Rotary International 

Westmounter Viviane Agia was awarded the Paul 
Harris Fellow recognition for outstanding vol-
unteer service by the Rotary Foundation of 
Rotary International, as seen April 22 at Victoria 
Hall. See p. 25 for story. Photo: Jennifer Ball.
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Stern, Levine, Kez express concerns to Dagher 

Mayor, order & safety commissioners meet 
with chief of police re: demonstrations 
By Jennifer Ball 

Westmount elected officials met re cent -
ly with Fady Dagher, the director (chief ) of 
the Service de police de la ville de Montréal 
(SPVM). 

Mayor Michael Stern; District 6 coun-
cillor Paul Levine, who is commissioner of 
public order; and District 8 councillor 
Kathleen Kez, who is commissioner of 
public safety, met with Dagher on April 24 

to address the impact of demonstrations 
on Westmount’s southeast. 

Fluctuating protests have taken place 
since October 7, 2023 outside the Israeli 
consulate on Wood Ave. near St. Catherine 
largely and ostensibly regarding Israel’s 
reaction to Hamas’ attacks from Gaza that 
day. 1 Westmount Square, the location of 
the Israeli consulate, is adjacent to three 
large condo buildings as 
well as many restaur- continued on p. 21

Speaking out on urban planning By-law 1662 

Residents decry move to give council, PAC ‘discretionary’ 
power when considering, granting building permits 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Despite little immediate notice, a city 
public consultation meeting April 27 
brought out an estimated 30 residents to 
voice opinion on proposed changes out-
lined in draft urban planning By-law 1662. 
This aims to amend the current By-law 
1305 on site planning and architectural 
integration programs. 

Many who spoke expressed concern that 
the proposed changes throughout to re -
place the word “must” by “should” will 
open the door to slowing the approval of 
permits and for interpretation. 

This was described by one resident, at -
torney Peter Hoffman, as “a lawyer’s dream.” 

Opening the meeting, Mayor Michael 
Stern explained that the draft changes had 
begun with the outgoing council and in -
volve no changes in “the decision-making 

process.” 
The meeting, which was not live-

stream ed and not known to be officially 
recorded, was conducted differently from 
the city’s usual special meetings. While 
scheduled to start at 7 pm, the unusual 
absence of city hall staff at that time meant 
the mic could not be turned on. 

Marks: Existing law carefully crafted 

Following Hoffman, other residents 
with questions and comments included 
Karin Marks, a former mayor and long-
time commissioner of planning and archi-
tecture, as well as acclaimed architect and 
former member of the city’s Planning Ad -
visory Committee (PAC) Julia Gersovitz. 

Both related the care taken by the city 
in the original by-law to use precise word-
ing. Gersovitz said the proposed changes 
could slow down the decision process and 

make every file subject to negotiation, 
saying “architects need clarity.” 

Other speakers included Jon and Caro-
line Breslaw as well as former councillor 
Marina Brzeski, who suggested that to use 
“vague and generalized” wording in the by-
law could affect the value of a house when 
it is not known what work the neighbour 
might be allowed to undertake. She sug-
gested the proposed changes be put to a 
referendum. 

Lawyer and recent mayoral candidate 
Lynne Casgrain said the proposed changes 
would introduce arbitrariness, going again -
st what has been proven to work. 

Discretionary framework 

Councillor Jonathan Chomski had pre-
viously told the Independent that the pro-
posed changes were initi-
ated on the recommenda- continued on p. 23
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FEATURED LISTINGS

3577 ATWATER 1016, VILLE-MARIE

$1,195,000

4700 STE-CATHERINE 408, WESTMOUNT

$1,095,000

INTRODUCING

1700 DOCTEUR-PENFIELD 15, VILLE-MARIE

$1,050,000
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Top 1% 
in Canada

REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Diamond Award Winner 
Top 10 team 

for Royal 
Lepage 
Quebec. 
2009–2017

CHARMING & IMPECCABLY MAINTAINED LOWER DUPLEX

Westmount | 506 Av. Prince-Albert | $1,275,000 Notre-Dame-de-Grâce | 5215 Av. O’Bryan | $879,000

BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED SEMI-DETACHED HOME

Westmount 
77 Av. Columbia | $1,495,000 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce 
4684 Av. Hingston | $799,000 

Westmount 
549 Av. Lansdowne | $1,299,000 

Westmount 
435 Av. Grosvenor, apt. 21 | $395,000

CHARMING 3-BED HOME 

SPACIOUS LOWER DUPLEX CHARMING GARDEN-LEVEL APARTMENT 

Westmount | 4612 Rue Ste-Catherine O. 
$1,650,000 + GST/QST 

RENO’D COMMERCIAL GREYSTONE 

Westmount 
4172-4172A Boul. Dorchester O. | $1,650,000 

WELL-MAINTAINED GREYSTONE 4+1-BED ROW-HOUSE 

Westmount 
4476 Rue Ste Catherine O. | $675,000 

SUN-FILLED 2-BED CONDO 

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue Sherbrooke O. 
apt. 512 | $549,000 

BRIGHT & SPACIOUS 1+1-BED 

NEW PRICE FEATURED

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE

FEATUREDFEATURED

COMMERCIALNEW PRICE

B.514.316.1482 
C.514.912.1482 
www.baudinet.ca

baudinet@royallepage.ca

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING



Drivers reminded to ‘curb’ wheels 
after car rolls down Argyle Ave. 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A Public Security officer on regular 
patrol April 25 came across a car that 
initially appeared to have been parked on 
the wrong side of the street in front of 415 
Argyle. It turned out, however, that the 
handbrake had failed and the car had rolled 
down the hill and was discovered before 
causing an accident, officials said. A ticket 
for $182, including towing fee, was issued 
concerning the car obstructing the roadway. 

It was noted that because the officer was 
not on the scene to actually witness how it 
had been parked, the ticket did not involve 
that. 

Efforts to contact the owner proved un -
successful and the car was towed. “Things 
can go mechanically wrong,” assistant 
director Kimberley Colquhoun pointed 
out. “Given our hills, it’s important to fol-
low regulations which are usually posted 

on hills,” she said. 
On hills, going upward/north, the city’s 

by-law requires that wheels be pointed left/
into the street so if the car gets loose, it 
rolls backwards on that axis and hits the 
nearby curb to its right. Going downward/
south, it is more intuitive and wheels 
should be pointed right, towards the curb. 

At least one loose car has come close to 
seriously injuring or killing pedestrians in 
Westmount (see “Toddlers unhurt when 
struck by runaway car on Church Hill,” 
October 4-5, 2011, p. 3). 

Octogenarian helped back 
to bed at 4 am after fall 

Public Security received a call April 25 
at 4 am for an 80-year-old man who had 
fallen in his home on Rosemount Ave. 
While he did not appear to be injured, an 
officer remained with him and his wife 
until the arrival of Urgences Santé when 
it was determined he could be safely help -
ed back to bed. 

“His wife later called back to Public Se -
curity, saying she was so pleased they had 
been there to help,” said Colquhoun. “I get 
a lot of complaints, so it was so nice to get 
this feedback.”
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Could your hot flashes 
be causing global warming? 
The most common symptoms of (peri)menopause 

are: hot flashes, night sweats, irritability, mood 
swings, insomnia. In collaboration with your 

physician, we may be able to help you 
with personalized hormonotherapy. 

10-minute free consultation with this article.

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

jillprevost.com R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R 514.591.0804 Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

JILL PRÉVOST

F E AT U R E D  P R O P E R T I E S

5600-5610 CAMPDEN PLACE | CDN 

$1,295,000 | Duplex with double 

occupancy + double garage

JUST LISTED

3577 ATWATER #817 | WSMT. ADJ. 

$699,000 | 2 bdrm/2 bath 1,480 sq.ft. 

w/balcony, locker, + garage

JUST LISTED

40 QUERBES #6 | OUTREMONT 

$595,000 | 3 bdrm, 1 bath 870 sq.ft. 

w/2 balconies on the corner of Laurier!

JUST LISTED

436 CLARKE | WESTMOUNT 

4 bedroom, 2½ bath home with 

beautiful garden and garage!

SOLD!

A northbound/uphill-bound parked car with 
wheels turned, correctly, left and into the street, 
as seen May 1 on Prince Albert between Ches-
terfield and Windsor. If the car came loose and 
rolled downhill, it would roll into the sidewalk 
at right, not into the street. Photo: Independent.
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NO1 QUÉBEC | NO1 CANADA | NO1 WORLDWIDE*

JosephMontanaro.com  |  514. 660. 3050

ACCEPTED OFFER ‡

558 Av. Roslyn, Westmount 617 Av. Clarke, Westmount†

NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET

SIGNIFICANT SALEHIGHEST WESTMOUNT SALE 2026 **

ACCEPTED OFFER ‡

455 Av. Mount-Pleasant, Westmount
$ 4,995,000

765 Av. Lexington, Westmount
$ 5,995,000

665 Av. Belmont, Westmount
$ 7,950,000

642 Av. Roslyn, Westmount
$ 5,800,000

17 Av. Melbourne, Westmount
$ 5,995,000

4280 Boul. Dorchester O., Westmount
$ 4,500,000
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ACTION | Agence immobilière 
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NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET

70 Crois. Gordon, Westmount
$ 16,000 / monthly

5011 Ch. Mira, CDN/NDG
$ 1,798,000

4080 Av. Highland, Ville-Marie
$ 2,980,000

659 Av. Belmont, Westmount
$ 3,395,000

4342 Av. Westmount, Westmount
$ 3,995,000

3 Rue Westmount-Square, apt. 911, Westmount
$ 1,199,000

8 Av. Grenville, Westmount
$ 2,750,000

368 Av. Kensington, Westmount 
$ 3,195,000

490 Av. Mountain, Westmount
$ 3,495,000

217 Ch. Edgehill, Westmount
$ 3,995,000
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A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate

(514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 

www.smallernest.com

Manage your entire move 
Create your new layout in 3D 
Empty an apartment or house 
Donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc… 
Arrange a moving company 
Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
Set up your new smaller nest

Cllr. Moss visits Manoir 
for second time since election 

District 5 councillor Shawn Moss speaks 
with Ann Ascoli during tea with residents 
of Manoir Westmount April 29. One of the 
concerns raised with him was disrepair of 
the stretch of Sherbrooke St. just east of 
Lansdowne. Moss, whose commissioner-
ship includes urban planning, reported he 

would enquire about that. Elected last 
November, it was the second known meet-
ing he had held with constituents. 

“I find visiting the Manoir helps me re-
charge thanks to the kind and calm attitude 
of the residents, and I know that they enjoy 
having someone from the city visit.”

Photo: Laureen Sweeney. 



HAN MODERN & CONTEMPORARY
4209 rue Sainte-Catherine O. (corner Av. Greene)
www.hmchanartgallery.com | t: (514) 876-9278 

LOUIS JAQUE

DES AURORES BORÉALES AU SILENCE BLANC

FROM AURORA BOREALIS TO WHITE SILENCE 

A survey of works from 1966-1993

6 2026

OPENING RECEPTION AND PRESENTATION BY

(the renowned writer on Riopelle)
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City allows requested windows, doors 

Council overturns PAC recommendations, 
approves permits on Sydenham, Grosvenor 
By Laureen Sweeney 

In two decisions April 14, city council 
over turned negative recommendations by 
the Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) 
to replace a number of windows and doors 
at both 634 Sydenham and 489 Grosvenor. 

At 634 Sydenham, council approved a 
request to replace 23 windows and one 
door despite an unfavourable recommen-
dation from the PAC. 

“Whereas the city council is not re quir -
ed to approve the PAC’s recommendation,” 
the resolution states, the council “finds the 
plans submitted with the application to be 
in compliance with zoning By-law 1305.” 

(This house was recently featured by the 

Independent in a “House History” (see Sep-
tember 16, 2025, p. SL-20).) 

In the second request, the council ap -
prov ed the issuing of a permit for 16 win-
dows and one door at 489 Grosvenor, north 
of Sherbrooke. 

This overturned a recommendation 
from the PAC and found the plans for the 
windows to be compliant with By-law 1305 
without listing details.

Rotary raises $13k 
for Ukraine 

The Rotary Club of Westmount held 
its annual fundraiser, on April 19, for 
Ukrainian victims of Russia’s invasion. 
It raised $13,000 and brought the total 
funds raised for the cause by the club 
to $90,000. – JB.

Manoir driveway not part 
of Sherbrooke re-do 

After visiting Manoir Westmount on 
April 29 (see story p. 6), city councillor 
Shawn Moss told the Independent that “the 
Manoir access road is not currently includ -
ed in the Sherbrooke St. project [taking 
place this summer],” and “I am told that it 
would be inadvisable to undertake [such 
work] concurrently with the Sherbrooke 
project, [which] will intermittently restrict 
vehicle access from Sherbrooke to the 
Manoir, Victoria Hall and the library, and 
the laneway will need to serve as a local 
detour to Lansdowne during those 
periods.” – LS.



Council needs to get 
involved in local problems, 
regardless of technical 
jurisdiction 

Okay, Mayor Stern: your new job has a 
learning curve and we get that. But when 
frustrated homeowners complain of secur-
ity breaches with the fence along the [CP 
rail line], your reply at council was: “The 
problem is that we’re on a railway.” 

No. The problem is Westmount’s en -
clave mentality. Long before the current 
administration, Westmount has relied on 
Talmudic hair-splitting of territorial bound-
aries and legal jurisdiction to punt resi-
dents’ complaints, effectively leaving us on 
our own to spend copious amounts of time 
seeking redress elsewhere. 

No matter that disruptions we see and/
or hear happen a stone’s throw outside 
Westmount. Where in the homeowner’s 
manual does it say we are responsible for 
alerting CP railway police to holes in the 
fence along St. Catherine St. that make 
trespassing possible? 

Who is supposed to follow up to ensure 
repairs were made? Why is it up to resi-
dents to determine who is legally respon-
sible for the fence and the surrounding 
land? 

When was the last time Westmount’s 
senior managers and relevant councillors 
actually sat down with railway officials 
(and whoever has legal jurisdiction for the 
neighbouring land) to discuss and act (with 
a timeline) on longstanding concerns of 
residents along the city’s southern border? 

These legitimate questions may fly in 
the face of Westmount’s carefully crafted 
public image, one that goes to great lengths 
to show concern for the environment. 

Well, environment starts with one’s 
home and neighbourhood, with the expec-
tation local by-laws will be enforced to en -
sure their safety and integrity. When cur-
rent by-laws are outdated or insufficient, 
council must amend them or pass new 
ones to reflect the new realities on the 
ground. 

And where the city has no legal claim 
to get involved, that excuse can no longer 
stand. 

Residents lack the clout of elected offi-
cials. It is preposterous that citizens with 
work and family responsibilities are spend-
ing days or even years trying to resolve 
major problems. 

It is way past time for city hall to ac -
knowledge this and act on it. 

Dorothy Lipovenko, York St. 

Let’s care more about 
people than foxes 

I was saddened by the article describing 
the movements of a “homeless encamp-
ment” in southwest Westmount in the 
April 28 edition of the Independent (p. 11). 

It is unclear to me how people seeking 
shelter constitute a “broader community 
safety and security concern” [as one resi-
dent described the situation]. Surely these 
are individuals facing hardship, not threats 
to public safety. 

It is troubling that we seem to care more 
about mangy foxes in this community than 

the obvious suffering of our unhoused 
neigh bours. A little bit of compassion 
would go a long way. 

Emmett Mackay, Clarke Ave. 

CMM’s 26 garbage pick-ups 
per year ridiculous, crazy 

As a postscript to a letter writer’s con-
cern about weekly versus bi-weekly gar-
bage collection, you have written about the 
edict handed down by the CMM [Com-
munauté Metropolitaine de Montréal] that 
after December 31, 2027, weekly collection 
of garbage is forbidden in the greater Mon-
treal area. 

Could anything be more ridiculous than 
this short-sighted requirement? 

For one, what happens to the hundreds 
of employees of the companies that collect 
the trash? Will they be laid off or paid less 
because their workload has been cut in 
half? How will that work out? 

But more importantly, bi-weekly collec-
tion of garbage does not and cannot reduce 
the amount of trash that goes into our 
landfills. Instead of hauling away, for ex -
ample, two kilograms of trash weekly from 
a home, now they will haul zero on week 
1 and four kilograms on week 2. 

Where is there less garbage? Same 
amount just spread out. 

The CMM must explain this absolutely 
crazy demand, and I urge Westmount 
coun cil to fight this absurdity. 

Joe Russo, Sherbrooke St. 

Wood Ave. area residents 
want direct dialogue 
with police (3) 

As a resident of 1 Wood Ave., I am com-
pelled to express my serious concern re -
garding the abrupt, last-minute cancella-
tion of the long-scheduled meeting with 
Station 12’s commandant-chief Marie-Ève 
Lamarche (see April 21, p. 7). 

For many months, residents in this area 
have been dealing with repeated demon-
strations that have gone well beyond peace-
ful protest. Individuals have not only har -
ass ed residents, but have also burned flags 
and lit fires in the streets – actions that are 
both alarming and, in many cases, unlaw-
ful. These incidents have heightened 

anxiety in the neighbourhood, and raised 
legitimate questions about public safety 
and consistent law enforcement. 

The cancellation of this meeting, with-
out a clear and immediate replacement 
date, sends a troubling message to a com-
munity that has already been dealing with 
prolonged disruption. It suggests a lack of 
urgency at a time when residents are look-
ing for reassurance, clarity and account-
ability from those responsible for main-
taining public order. 

A general assurance that the meeting 
will be re-scheduled at some undefined 
point in the future does little to address the 
seriousness of the situation. After months 
of ongoing disruption and visible escala-
tion, residents are entitled to more than an 
open-ended promise. 

Accordingly, we call on the mayor of 
Montreal and Montreal police chief Fady 
Dagher to intervene directly to ensure 
accountability, to require that a firm and 
prompt date be set for this meeting, and 
to restore confidence that residents’ con-
cerns are being treated with the serious-
ness they demand. 

What is needed now is straightforward: 
a clear timeline, meaningful engagement 
and demonstrable follow-through. Any-
thing less risks reinforcing the perception 
that residents’ concerns are being side-
lined. 

David A. Stein and 
Susan Stromberg Stein, Wood Ave. 

Grass is cooler than 
synthetic turf, period 

Given the complexities faced by West-
mount city council, it is important to note 
that synthetic playing fields, no matter the 
technology used, all contribute to the heat-
island effect. 

In the words of one scientific review of 
current synthetic surfaces, “Overall, sur-
face temperatures were consistently higher 
on synthetic surfaces than natural grass 
across all studies, regardless of the envi-
ronmental conditions, turf fibres used or 
the sky conditions” (“The effect of syn-
thetic grass sports surfaces on the thermal 
environment: A systematic review” by 
Singh, Peterson, Jay, Stephens in Springer, 
2024). 

Just a few days ago, a community leader 
in lower Westmount told me: “ Our tem-
peratures on the flat are two degrees 
higher than in upper Westmount. We 
really need to breathe here and that is why 
our natural grass fields are so important.” 

In the last two decades, the climate cri-
sis has only become worse. That is why 
grass fields are so important in West-
mount, for all of us. 

Patrick Barnard, Melville Ave.

Letters to the editor

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount. 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

david@westmountindependent.com 
Chief reporter: Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics: Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Accounting: 514.223.6138 
office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. 
Please limit them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for 

publication the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to 
make subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in 

every issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you 

do not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

13,500+ physical copies plus low-resolution email and web versions 
(11,000+ during possible postal strike – 8,000+ during actual postal strike) 

Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays or strikes) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9
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Correction: 
$50M, not $15M 

On March 24 (p. 1), we misquoted the 
mayor when we wrote: 

“The amount of work now required is 
budgeted at some $15 million a year for the 
next three years,” as previously predicted. 

It should have read $50 million. – DP.



Minor exemptions granted for garage at 
361 Clarke, balconies at 312 Kensington 

By Laureen Sweeney 

City council March 14 granted requests 
for minor exemptions under By-law 1576 
to zoning By-law 1303. These concerned a 
garage over the property line at 361 Clarke 
and re-construction of balconies at the rear 
of 312 Kensington. 

Both requests were approved given that 
the impact of the work was deemed “mini-
mal” by the city’s Planning Advisory Com-
mittee (PAC). 

Under By-law 1576 requests for minor 
exemptions must not “exacerbate” risks to 
public health, safety or health. They must 
not harm environmental quality or general 
well-being, and without approval would 
cause “serious hardship” to the person 
requesting it. 

On Clarke 

In the case of 361 Clarke, the construc-
tion of a garage “had been completed 
several months prior to the discovery of its 
positioning issues which had been ap prov -
ed by city council in 2023.” 

Its positioning and dimensions appear -
ed to have been made in “good faith” due 
to a surveying error, according to the recent 
resolution. 

Without official approval, it states, only 
demolition and re-construction would 
bring the structure into compliance with 
By-law 1303. As a result, the impact and 

misalignment was “deemed minimal,” and 
the work approved. 

Balconies on Kensington 

Concerning the second request, the re-
construction of balconies at the rear of 312 
Kensington was also deemed “necessary,” 
due in this case to “their advanced state of 
deterioration.” 

The resolution states that while the new 
balconies would be located in the same 
place and “blend architecturally” with the 
rest of the main building, the open space 
in the backyard would be reduced. 

Both resolutions for minor exemptions 
were approved unanimously.

Editorial 
A typical day in Westmount 

Contrary to expectation, Westmount 
does not have a general “upkeep and main-
tenance” by-law. Perhaps it should? As 
seen on Victoria south of de Maisonneuve 
April 29 and for many days beforehand. 
And this is not the only site like this.  

The larger debris had been picked up 
by press time May 4 (inset). 

David Price is the editor of 
the Independent.
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand-washed 
Never harsh 

machine cleaning 
Pet odour & urine 

treatment specialists 

Persian • Oriental 
• Silk • Wool • Antique 

• Wall-to-wall 
• Upholstery cleaning 
Also: fringe repair • binding 

• spot removal 

White-glove turn-key service 
Pick-up • Delivery 

• Re-installation

WESTMOUNT’S 
TRUSTED RUG & 

CARPET CLEANING 
SPECIALISTS

The Key Tag Service 
protects your keys and 
has been supporting child

a.cpsamart wy tags aeee kder frrO

has been supporting child 
amputees for 50 years!

312 Kensington on May 1. Photo: Independent.
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Cedars Cancer Foundation benefits from Dave’s Cup Hockey Tournament 

The tournament-winning Big Daddy Lions (orange jerseys) and the Big Daddy Armour are seen here with members of the late Dave Fernandes’ family (centre, holding the Dave’s Cup), as well as 
Westmount city councillor Jeff Shamie (right), president of the Cedars Cancer Foundation. 

By Martin C. Barry 

Six teams of amateur hockey players 
from all over Montreal converged on the 
Pierrefonds Sportsplexe on the West Island 
on April 26 to play in the first annual Stick 
it to Cancer – Dave’s Cup Hockey Tourna-
ment for the Cedars Cancer Foundation. 

According to Westmount city councillor 

Jeff Shamie, who is president of the foun-
dation, the inaugural tournament aimed 
to raise awareness about pancreatic cancer 
and critical funds for research. 

Proceeds from the tournament will sup-
port the Cedars Medical Oncology Re -
search and Care Fund under the leadership 
of Dr. Ramy Saleh. 

“This will enable medical oncologists, 

like Dr. Saleh, to take treatments like 
chemo therapy, immunotherapy and hor-
mone therapy to the next level, which will 
bring hope to more patients – and save 
more lives,” the Cedars Cancer Foundation 
says in a statement posted on its web site. 

“On behalf of Cedars, and of the 
patients we serve at the Cedars Cancer 
Centre, we extend our most heartfelt 

thanks to everyone who came out to play, 
watch, and fundraise,” they added. 

The tournament was named for Dave 
Fernandes, a client of a Big Daddy Fitness 
gym in Côte des Neiges. He died in June 
last year, two weeks before his 50th birth-
day, from pancreatic cancer, leaving behind 
a wife and three boys, who were all present 
during the tournament.

Police Report 

$2,000 Louis Vuitton handbag 
stolen from car on Sherbrooke 
By Martin C. Barry 

The owner of an expensive handbag 
that was stolen after being left in the open 
inside a vehicle parked on Sherbrooke St. 
near Prince Albert Ave. on April 28 will 
probably be double-checking from now on 
to be certain that they locked the car. 

According to Station 12 community 
relations officer Cst. Mike Yigit, someone 
managed to enter the vehicle and snatch a 
Louis Vuitton purse with an estimated 
value of $2,000. 

The investigators don’t know how the 
suspect got into the vehicle, but there were-
n’t any signs of forced entry, according to 
Cst. Yigit. 

Lansdowne prowler with flashlight filmed 

An investigation is under way after the 
owners of a home on Lansdowne Ave. near 

the corner of Sherbrooke St. reported to 
police that they spotted a man with a flash-
light prowling around their backyard in the 
middle of the night last week. 

They were able to show the police what 
they saw because a security camera that 
was pointed at the yard captured images 
of the suspect. 

Although nothing was reported missing 
from the property afterwards, “he seemed 
to be looking for something,” said Yigit, 
adding that the suspect may have been 
planning a theft. 

Land Rover stolen 

A 2025 Land Rover parked on Sher-
brooke St. near Roslyn Ave. was stolen 
sometime between 4 pm and midnight on 
April 24. 

There was no evidence of forced entry, 
according to the incident report.

STM extends ‘move-along’ 
order until April 2027 
Bu Jennifer Ball 

The Société de transport de Montréal 
(STM) has boosted the remit of the special 
constables of the Metro Section of the 
Montreal police (SPVM) by extending its 
“move-along” order until April 30, 2027. 

This measure dates back to spring 2025. 
It bans loitering in the Metro and requires 
people in stations to be actively travelling. 

The Independent received a press release 
from the STM dated April 28 that reads. 
“The move-along order is intended to pro-
vide special constables with an additional 
tool to maintain social balance within sta-
tions, by addressing the occupation of facil-
ities for non-transport-related purposes 
that may affect the sense of safety among 
customers and employees… 

“This measure was applied nearly 2,500 
times per month by special constables dur-
ing the winter period, contributing to 
improvements in certain operational indi-

cators.” 
An analysis of the STM’s operational 

data shared in the April 28 release shows 
that several Metro safety indicators have 
improved or stabilized: “Service reliability 
has improved thanks to a decrease in the 
number of service interruptions due to 
intentional disruptive behaviour. Number 
of people being escorted out at closing time 
is decreasing, thereby making it easier for 
employees to close the stations.” 

Locally, Marie-Eve Lamarche, com-
mander of Station 12 on Stanton St., pro-
vided a statement to the Independent in 
March, as previously reported (March 31, 
p.6), that included information from the 
SPVM Metro unit on how both units aim 
to protect Westmount citizens. 

She had been asked by the Independent 
to respond to a Westmount resident 
requesting 24-hour policing of Atwater 
Metro station. 



Change, constancy mark post-COVID social scene 

Ten years ago, the Westmount Indepen-
dent published its Social Calendar twice a 
year. Then, each season’s social events list-
ings took up a full page. Today, there are a 
lot fewer. 

It’s not just the effect of the COVID pan-
demic. It’s a sign of the times. Glitzy glam -
orous fundraisers are expensive. Of ten, the 
event planner was paid a high fee. Alleg-
edly one organizer received $250,000. And 
event designers created award-winning 
décors. They too were paid, as were the 
caterer, the venue itself, rentals and valet 
parking. The ROI (return on investment) 
for a fundraiser had to be managed. 

Change 

Today, the social circuit has changed. 
Volunteers boost ticket sales. Ideally, the 
fundraiser’s “president of honour” attracts 
donors. There is also a new audience: en -
tre preneurial success stories – new firms 
and new individuals making their mark. 
Some events are positioned as an “experi-
ence.” 

Rather than a stiff receiving line, on arri-
val guests enjoy a mock-/cock-tail as greet -
ers check their RSVP names on an iPad. 
Elbow-length gloves – once de rigueur at 
black-tie galas – are now mainly seen on 
pop stars. 

And yet, gowns at the major evenings –
the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, St. 
Mary’s, Bal des Tannants, Bal Rouge for 
example – are still magnificent. 

But smaller gatherings reflect a differ-
ent beau monde. Polished ease rather than 
trailing tulle; fun bling and the latest 
trainers mirror the mood of the moment. 

Indeed, this “memory-moment” mat -
ters. Scrolling on social media, it expands 
exponentially. 

An example is the Miriam Foundation’s 

über-popular annual art auction. The even-
ing offers delicious food – Ristorante Bea-
trice being one of the best caterers in town 
– and great art donated for the cause. 

The fundraiser for UP House features 
the only fashion show in town. A fundrais-
ing strategy? Be unique. 

The annual initiative Women of Action 
by the ICRF (Israel Cancer Research Fund) 
is that organization’s signature event. One 
of its strengths is its niche: it honours, con-
nects and empowers women. 

After-parties! 

There is also another influence driving 
less stately events: a younger demographic. 
This means a shift in tone mirroring to -
day’s brave new world. Fundraisers real-
ized this a while ago and created after-
parties. Younger guests were offered lower-
priced tickets, came later and danced the 
night away. Ideally, they became future 
supporters. 

Local Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom’s 
fundraising eve offers a cocktail-dînatoire, 
dinner, entertainment and dessert. And an 
after-party. Although called a “gala,” chic 
cocktail dresses/suits are worn to this über-
elegant eve. 

The successful format reflects the social 
scape while meeting its mission: raising 
funds. 

A prime example of Bob Dylan’s “times 
they are a-changing” is the once over-the-
top “Table Settings” event held years ago 
at Westmount’s Congregation Shaar 
Hashomayim. 

Volunteers created themed tables using 
their own collections of bone china, silver-
ware (sterling, of course), crystal and 
flowers. The entrance fee to view the tab-
lescape creations was the fundraising 
element. Huge “wow factor.” Very glam. 
Reflective of the times. It would be tin-
eared to do this now; lacking in sensitivity 
vis-à-vis today’s environment. 

Although attending major events is still 
enticing, there is donor fatigue, and – per-

haps more importantly – a new priority: a 
desire to directly impact the charity rather 
than paying a percentage of proceeds for 
event production. 

Some major foundations/individuals 
prefer to spread their name. Stéphane 
Aquin is the Rossy Foundation director of 
the Museum of Fine Arts. There is the 
Hélène Desmarais Building at HEC. Al -
though Montreal’s long-standing high pro-
file galas do still sell out almost immedi-
ately, the trend with smaller organizations 
has been to cut back and raise funds via a 
different approach. 

People are pivotal. An enthusiastic vol-
unteer committee “links in” to social 
media, increasing awareness of the cause, 
and therefore – hopefully – ticket sales. 

Another growing trend? Supporters par-
ticipate personally, hosting events in their 
homes. 

Mia Goodman invited guests to a cel-
ebratory cocktail to introduce the new 
director of the Rosalind and Morris Good-
man Cancer Institute (GCI) at McGill Uni-
versity. As part of the eve, young research -
ers were invited as well 
as McGill executives, 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

May 4, 2026 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 11

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor

• All services maintain your warranty 
• Pick-up/drop-off available • Tire storage 

514-932-1554BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

(in addition to ALL work on 
all models of traditional vehicles) 

We service most aspects 
of ELECTRIC cars.

LORRI FAUGHNAN 
courtier immobilier résidentiel & commercial 

To  B u y  a n d  S e ll  
5 1 4 . 7 1 5 . 6 2 0 1  

lfaughnan@remax-quebec.com 
lorrifaughnan.ca 

R E / M A X  A c t i o n  –  W E S T M O U N T

À  V O T R E  S E R V I C E  * * *  A T  Y O U R  S E R V I C E

N O  O N E  I N  T H E  W O R L D  S E L L S  M O R E  T H A N  R E / M A X

399 Clarke prime location, 3 bdr, 2 bth 
C#16014354 | $759,000

WESTMOUNT

Penthouse Condo 
C#22283871 | Now $719,000

CENTRE-VILLE

Westmount – Sherbrooke St. 
Retail Space | C#15046463

COMMERCIAL

C/Sold
New Price

Leased

continued on p. 12
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Southwest rail report: New sign gone – Newish shelter gone too

7:26 am

4:25 pm

effectively widening the information circle. 
However, big beautiful evenings still 

drive a recall that continues to resonate 
throughout the year. Speaking of the “wow 
factor,” two upcoming black-tie balls are 
sold out: Bal des Tannants for The Mon-
treal Children’s presented by the Mirella 
and Lino Saputo Foundation (May 8) and 
the MUHC Foundation’s Le Bal Rouge 

(May 29). 
Moving ahead seven months, The Mon-

treal Museum of Fine Arts ball on Novem-
ber 7 already has just a few tickets left, prov-
ing that, while grand galas may be limited, 
some still exude a magnetic force. 

(Of course, another idea for raising 
funds – to steal a little from Meghan 
Markle – would be to tour Australia and 
then sell the clothes you wore on your 
travels on your own website, but I digress.)

Social scene, cont’d from p. 11

The “no trespassing” sign put up April 23 at St. Catherine and Prince Albert by CP police was torn 
down and ripped up April 28, according to a local resident. It is pictured at left on April 29 just 
before the shelter itself was dismantled, as seen at right later the same day. Photos: Independent.
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www.huitresenmouvement.com 
514 703-4770

Quality Seafood

Mention the Westmount 
Independent newspaper 
and delivery is on us!

Gourmet Seafood 
platter for two $150 plus tax 

6 lobster tails 5oz each 
cooked and cracked with 

2 Jumbo Cooked Snow Crab 
Sections 10oz each 

Also included: 
Homemade seafood 
cocktail sauce, lemon, 

garlic butter and 
fresh chives

5475, ave Royalmount,  local 124, Mont-Royal (Qc)

Happy 
Mother's 

Day!

Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514-831-8733 Emergency Work 24/7

• Preventative treatments

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

CALL OR TEXT

Agile squirrel eats, reacts to photographer 

As seen in Westmount Park between the gazebo and the dog run April 30. The squirrel was eating 
a pine-cone Christmas-esque decoration that had been placed on the tree. Photos: Independent.

Spring/summer work begins at Wst Square 

Westmount Square is the site of an $18-million infrastructure renewal program that includes a new 
water membrane under the exterior plaza. Work resumed on the roof of the building the week of 
April 13, with Greene Ave., visible at the very top of the photo (see October 21, p. SL-22, November 
11, p. 10 and December 2, 2025, p. 10 for past coverage). This photo was taken April 15. 

Photo: Jennifer Ball.
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1 Westmount Square #711, Westmount (QC) H3Z 2P9 Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency

lovewhereyoulivelovewhereyoulive514.934.2480

We have serious clients looking for the right property! 

Thinking of selling?

 Give us a call at 514.934.2480 — we may already have your buyer. 

Scan here to browse 
ALL of our exceptional 
properties.

80 SOMERVILLE, WESTMOUNT

$1,750,000

NEWLY PRICED

4984 CIRCLE, CDN/NDG

$1,850,000
1227 SHERBROOKE O. 44, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE 

$2,225,000

INTRODUCING

781 UPPER-BELMONT, WESTMOUNT

$3,250,000

INTRODUCING

2435 ÉDOUARD-MONTPETIT 3, OUTREMONT ADJ.

$749,000

INTRODUCING

37 BURTON, WESTMOUNT

$1,425,000
314A KENSINGTON, WESTMOUNT

$1,295,000

4645 CIRCLE, CDN/NDG

$2,595,000

3047 DE BRESLAY, WESTMOUNT ADJ.

$5,500,000

4329 - 4331 WILSON, CDN/NDG

$1,690,000
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It’s hard out there for a sign 

A truck hit the maximum-height sign under the rail bridge on Greene Ave. below Dorchester April 
28. It broke one of the cables, leaving the sign dangling down and blocking the northbound lane. 
A Westmount service vehicle was on the job and removed the sign, as seen here, but Public Security 
said they would have to wait for Transport Quebec to re-install it. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Sublessor looks for specific tenant, 
but initial ad changed 

This ad for a residential tenant was photographed April 30 in the window of a vacant shop on Sher-
brooke near Claremont. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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November transfers: Only a slight slowdown 

Note: The following article relates to the 
registration of deeds of sale for Westmount 
property in November 2025, gleaned from city 
sources. 

A list of sales can be found on p. 19. 

Westmount’s super-hot real estate mar-
ket slowed down only slightly in November 
last year, but with none of the fireworks in 
very high prices or mark-ups/mark-downs 
from valuation that embellished the Oct -
ober list of transfers. 

Highest price among 14 houses and a 
duplex sold in November was $3,850,000 
for a totally renovated brownstone at 4151 
de Maisonneuve Blvd., corner Elm Ave. 

It had been picked up by renovators 
who, in 2018, had paid the full asking price 
of $1,650,000 for a onetime duplex in need 
of attention. 

They gutted and re-built the house, put 
it on the market in 2020 asking $3,998,000, 
and sold it in 11 days for $3,800,000. The 
house went back on the market in March 
2024, asking $4,995,000. The asking price 
dropped twice in the next 587 days before 
the house finally sold for $3,850,000. 

Beneath that were three more proper-
ties that sold for more than $3 million, and 
another five for more than $2 million. 

The lowest price of the month was 
$1,450,000 for 116 Lewis Ave. That small 
rowhouse had been picked up in 2021 for 
$1,225,000, indicating a climb of 18 percent 
over four years. 

The average mark-up over the 2023 
valuation (which was still in effect until 
January this year) was 11.7 percent, down 
slightly from the average of 15.8 percent in 
October. 

Only six of the 15 sales sold below the 
city assessment and only one brought 
minus-double digits, that is, -12.9 percent 
for 3 Anwoth Rd. 

On the other hand, eight prices were 
double-digit mark-ups, to a high of 43.5 
percent above valuation for the sale of 48 
Arlington Ave. 

Condos 

Condominium purchases were slow, 
with only three sales in November, added 
to three more in October, making six – so 
far – for the fourth quarter of 2025. 

Last year’s fourth-quarter total was 14 
sales, but in 2023 there were only nine in 
the last three months. 

The range of prices in November was 
$860,000 to $2,605,000, the latter being the 
highest price since two condos at 1 Wood 
Ave. sold for $3.3 million and $4.3 million 
in August. 

One more November transaction in -
volves a one-third share of a triplex on 
Somerville Ave. that sold for $550,000, 
slightly more than one-third of its munici-
pal valuation. 

A garage space at 11 Hillside Ave. chang -
ed hands in May of last year in a deed 
signed that month but included in the 
city’s November list.
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Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers 4151 de Maisonneuve. All photos April 27.

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

116 Lewis.

3 Anwoth.

48 Arlington.
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profusion.global©Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All Rights Reserved.

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

Real Estate Broker
TINA BAER

405 Clarke,  Westmount

4 + 1 Bedroom$ 2,999,999

NEW to market!

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in November 
Address                                                         Vendor                                                                                                                          Price                              2023 Val                    Ratio (%) 
3 Anwoth                                                        Denise Charest                                                                                                      $1,834,800                          $2,105,900                         -12.9% 
415 Argyle                                                       André Major & Gino Ricci                                                                                     $2,201,000                          $1,642,600                          34.0% 
48 Arlington                                                    James McMullan & Danielle Dagenais                                                                $2,605,000                          $1,815,000                          43.5% 
669 Belmont                                                   Steven Ramas                                                                                                        $3,160,000                          $2,685,800                          17.7% 
136 Clandeboye                                              Michael Richards & Cheryl Haynes                                                                      $1,889,000                          $1,890,100                           -0.1% 
4151 de Maisonneuve                                    Julie Godin                                                                                                             $3,850,000                          $3,982,500                           -3.3% 
568 Grosvenor                                                Bo Hu & Lirong Fan                                                                                              $2,730,000                          $2,998,200                           -8.9% 
502 Lansdowne                                              Claude Delage                                                                                                       $2,450,000                          $1,826,600                          34.1% 
521 Lansdowne                                              Simon Dupéré                                                                                                       $3,145,000                          $2,280,200                          37.9% 
561 Lansdowne                                              Barbara Forman                                                                                                    $3,200,000                          $2,417,100                          32.4% 
116 Lewis                                                        Avocats Cragmore Inc.                                                                                          $1,450,000                          $1,300,000                          11.5% 
3720 The Boulevard                                       Xinping Wang                                                                                                        $2,740,000                          $2,685,500                            2.0% 
4876 Westmount Ave.                                    Jian Zhang & Xiang Zou                                                                                        $1,650,000                          $1,807,800                           -8.7% 
16 Windsor                                                     Stephanie Alberga                                                                                                 $1,875,000                          $1,309,100                          43.2% 

DUPLEXES³ 
674-74A Roslyn                                               Lori Weitzman                                                                                                       $2,915,000                          $2,998,500                           -2.8% 

CONDOMINIUMS 
5 Parkman Place                                             Christopher Deruchie & Alexandra Cooke                                                           $1,090,000                          $1,004,100                            8.6% 
4175 St. Catherine #1601                              Esther Cowan                                                                                                        $2,605,000                          $2,229,600                          16.8% 
4476 St. Catherine #202                                Jason Segal                                                                                                               $860,000                             $561,400                          53.2% 

SHARE SALES 
84-88, Somerville, ⅓ share                            Leda Roscini                                                                                                             $551,000                            $545,567¹                            1.0% 

OTHER 
11 Hillside parking space                              Gina Hébert                                                                                                                $65,000                                           ²                                      

¹Valuation is ⅓ of $1,636,700. Occupancy of 86 Somerville.  ²Valuation not determined, combined with valuation for Apt. 302. Sold in May.  ³In this case, really a house-coach house combo.
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Canadians take care of each other. 
 
Call for an Estimation

It’s that time again… Clean up the yard, fill the pool… 
Now it is to clean and verify the machines. Clean because 
they live outside in a Quebec winter. Verify for safety and reliability.

514-990-1346

A little late for Easter 

A rabbit caught on camera April 23 in east-central Westmount. The Independent saw another one 
cross the road a few days later in lower Westmount. Is the city experiencing an uptick? 

Photo: Jennifer Ball.
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Celebrate 
Mothers Day  

with the 
Perfect Gift 

from

 

4861 Sherbrooke St. W. 
514-484-5656 

Monday-Friday 10-6 
Saturday 10-5 
Sunday 12-5 

www.courvalfinelingrie.com

Fine Lingerie 
Loungewear 

Daywear ants and businesses. 
Councillor Levine provided the Indepen-

dent with a statement about the content of 
the meeting on April 25. 

“Mayor Stern, Councillor Kez and I, 
along with [Montreal city] Councillor Leslie 
Roberts (Peter-McGill District [i.e. western 
downtown]) – had a productive meeting 
with SPVM chief Fady Dagher to address 
the impact of recent protests on West-
mount Square and 1 Wood residents and 
merchants… 

“Chief Fady Dagher expressed a clear 
understanding of the frustration, insecur-
ity, and intimidation our community has 
experienced over the past several months. 

[He] advised us that the SPVM will take 
action to ensure that the right to protest 
does not infringe upon our residents’ right 
to move about and enjoy their city in com-
plete safety… 

“We also discussed the encampments 
on CP land and ongoing safety concerns 
in the southeast sector, issues of which the 
chief is fully aware. Chief Dagher assured 
us that the police take this matter very 
seriously and will continue to monitor it 
closely.” 

Councillor Levine also said that West-
mount city council remains committed to 
protecting the peace and security of the 
community, and “will continue to work 
closely with the SPVM to this end.”

Demonstrations, cont’d from p. 1

From left, Westmount councillor Paul Levine, city of Montreal councillor Leslie Roberts, Montreal 
police chief Fady Dagher, Westmount mayor Michael Stern and Westmount councillor Kathleen 
Kez on April 24. Photo courtesy of P. Levine.
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tion of the Urban Planning department 
and legal advisors to ensure the by-law 
operates as “a discretionary framework.” 
This, Chomski described as reflecting the 
reality “that these files often involve pro-
fessional judgment rather than a single 
correct an swer” (see story April 28, p. 13). 

When asked for information, city com-
munications director Mugisha Rutishisha 
said: “The city cannot comment on the spe-
cific details of the legal matter [resolved 
out of court]. However, the situation arose 
from an interpretation issue related to By-
law 1305 (PIIA). Following this, our legal 

advisors recommended that clarifications 
and corrections be made, which led to the 
adoption process of By-law 1662. 

“The objective of these changes is to 
ensure that permits issued to residents are 
fully valid from the outset, allowing ap prov -
ed work to proceed without requiring sub-
sequent corrections or resulting in unin-
tended additional costs.” 

As well, Chomski had explained that 
PAC recommendations “are not always 
unanimous” and “exist within a broader 
discretionary system that requires deci-
sions to be made based on the specific facts 
and context of each application.” They also 
re flect “a deliberate effort by council to ap -

proach urban planning decisions with a 
high degree of diligence and care,” and to 
understand that these individual decisions 
are taken within “that broader context.” 
This includes leaving leeway for interpre-
tation. 

In closing the meeting, Mayor Stern 
thanked those who attended. He later told 
the Independent: “Council will be taking all 
the residents’ comments into consider-
ation and appreciates that residents make 
the time to attend public consultations and 
share their opinions.” 

It was not known when draft By-law 
1662 might be scheduled for approval. The 
upcoming council meeting is May 5.
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Council, cont’d from p. 1

From left, city urban planning director Frédéric Nault and Mayor Michael Stern. From left, former mayor Karin Marks and Julia Gersovitz.

Councillors Jonathan Chomski and Paul Levine. Jon Breslaw.

20 YEARS 
OF FLAVOUR 

A Special Thank You 
to Our Community 

For two decades, it has been our honour 
to serve you and your families. 

To celebrate this milestone and show 
our appreciation for your loyalty: 

20% OFF 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

*O er valid for Dine-in only.* 

Because the best memories 
are made over a great meal. 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
4050 St Catherine West H3Z 1P2 

514 935-9478

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve 

the right to choose and edit them. 
Please limit to 300 words and 
submit before Friday 10 am. 

Email us at: 
david@westmountindependent.com
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McGill’s Osler Library hosts exhibition of da Vinci documents 
By Jennifer Ball 

According to Statistics Canada’s most 
recent census data, Westmount has 1,280 
residents who work in health care and 
social assistance. In the course of their 
studies and careers, some of them have 
probably used medical books from McGill 
University’s Osler Library that chart the 
progress of medical knowledge. 

The library was the location of a recent 
twin exhibition on Leonardo Da Vinci 
prints and incunabula, the latter of which 
can be viewed by request at the library, 
which is open to the public. 

Located at 3655 Promenade Sir William 
Osler (the northern extension of Drum-
mond St.) in downtown Montreal, the 
library is named after Ontario-born Wil-
liam Osler, the co-founder of Johns Hop-
kins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland and 
the creator of the modern residency sys-
tem. He left his vast book collection to 
McGill University, where he obtained his 
medical degree. 

The library was a help to The Globe and 
Mail’s Quebec bureau chief, Eric Andrew-
Gee, while writing his recent book The 
Mind Mappers, centered on the two giants 
of local neurosurgery: doctors Wilder Pen-
field and William Cone. 

Dr. Rolando Del Maestro is the William 
Feindel Professor Emeritus in neuro-
oncology and director of the Neurosurgical 
Simulation Research and Training Centre 
at the Montreal Neurological Institute and 
honorary Osler librarian. He interviewed 
Andrew-Gee about the book at a February 
Rotary Club of Westmount luncheon (see 
February 10, p. 8). 

Touring the past 

On March 30, Del Maestro gave the 
Independent a tour, while historian Brenda 
Dunn-Lardeau provided insights into inc-
unabula. 

Derived from the Latin word for cradle 
(“cunabula”), incunabula are books pub-

lished between 1454 – when the printing 
press was invented – and 1500. Dr Del 
Maestro spoke about a 15th century medi-
cal book the library holds titled the Fasci-
culus Medicinae, which contains four wood-
cuts, one of which depicts a physicians’ 
library. 

“It tells you that this particular physician 
not only has plenty [of books], but has 
knowledge associated with the Greeks, the 
Arabs and also [holds some] Jewish books.” 

On the day, Dr Del Maestro brought a 

small number of drawings related to Leon-
ardo da Vinci from his personal collection, 
including some depicting horses and cats. 

da Vinci’s long shadow 

In addition, it seems that the artist be -
hind the most famous painting in the world 
– the Mona Lisa of Lisa del Giocondo, a Flo-
rentine woman born in 1479 and married 
to a silk merchant – is contributing to 
science and biology posthumously. 

Del Maestro said that in preparing can-

vasses for painting – da Vinci only pro-
duced 15 to 20 paintings in his entire life 
– da Vinci would use his own hands to 
prime them, which left his fingerprints. 
“We know what his fingerprints look like 
and the second thing we know is that 
[from] some of his drawings, they’ve been 
able to get his DNA… 

“[From that] they are tracking down his 
family members and it’s now about 560 
[family members they have managed to] 
track down.”

From left, Professor Brenda Dunn-Lardeau and Dr. Rolando Del Maestro, who is holding a facsimile of the Fasciculus Medicinae from 1491.

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Don’t Miss It! 
The next issue of the 

Westmount Independent is our 

Spotlight 
on Real Estate! 

Talk to your sales rep today 
to buy an advertisement!



Picked up, distributed furniture for newcomers 

Volunteer Agia recognized by Rotary 
for work to help local refugees 
By Jennifer Ball 

Westmounter Viviane Agia has 
been award ed a Paul Harris Fellow rec-
ognition for outstanding volunteer ser-
vice by the Rotary Foundation of Rotary 
International for her tireless work in 
supplying newly arrived refugees with 
furniture and household goods to help 
them set up home in Canada. 

She was nominated by the Rotary 
Club of Westmount, in “appreciation 
of tangible and significant assistance 
given for the furtherance of better 
understanding and friendly relations 
among the peoples of the world.” 

The event took place at Victoria 
Hall on April 22. Heather Borelli, who 
is club co-president with Nickolas 
Cieslinski, said of the distinction, “It 
is one of the highest awards that 
Rotary can give out to mem bers and 
the community… 

“It’s named after Paul Harris, the 
found er of Rotary, whose vision was 
rooted in something both simple and 
powerful, bring ing people together in 
friendship, fellowship and service to make 
their communities better. Over the years, 
Rotary grew into a worldwide organization 
built on the principle of ‘service above self ’ 
and the Paul Harris Fellow recognition 
reflects that spirit in a very special way.” 

Agia’s story 

Agia came to Canada from Egypt and has 
made it part of her life’s work in this country 
to ensure that refugees arriving to Canada 

received resources to make them feel wel-
come, often with the help of Rotarians. 

Rotarian Jim Griffin of James Griffin & 
Son plumbing – who often drove the 
Rotary truck for Agia’s pick-ups and drop-
offs – said, “We can only imagine the jour-
ney [that refugees] had to go through arriv-
ing in a strange country with very few 
resources. Vivian went to great lengths to 
gather furniture and household goods for 
those brave individuals.” 

Rotarian Jim Fares ribbed Agia about 
her singular vision, drive and determina-
tion, which sometimes could make her 
come across as a martinet if one did not 
know her better. “I’ve never had so much 
fun being told what to do, how to do it, 
where to do it, and who to do it to… 

“She’s one of the few people in the world 

that I’ve ever met that argued with my 
GPS. ‘No, no, no, no, much better to 
go this way. No, don’t go left. Go right. 
GO RIGHT!’” 

Families’ smiles were a gift 

Agia told the packed room, many 
of whom came from her apartment 
building to support her, “Whatever I 
did, I did it with all my heart and just 
seeing those families smile was my 
biggest gift. It was the fuel of all my 
work.” 

Agia also thanked her “co-conspira-
tor,” late longtime Westmounter Fran-
cie Montgomery, who also lived in her 
building. 

“God rest her soul. She’s the one 
that contacted Rotary and who con-
tacted David Price [the editor of the 
Westmount Independent], who put a big 
half-page ad about me in his news-
paper which [gave me height ened vis-
ibility in] Westmount… 

“The phone calls kept coming after 
that and the furniture kept coming, and at 
one point, I didn’t know what to do, so I 
said to David: ‘Please don’t put this free ad 
for me because I don’t know [how to 
handle all the donations!]’” 

At one point, Agia had two to three 
moves a week, so many that the Rotary 
truck had to be retired and U-Hauls hired. 

She concluded by saying, “The whole 
thing was a wonderful experience, and I’m 
still going to do it until someone comes 
forward and offers to take over.” 

Perhaps Westmount can take that as a 
big hint. 

See p. 1 for another photo. 

Jennifer Ball, the reporter who wrote this 
story, is a member of the Rotary Club 

of Westmount

May 4, 2026 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 25

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

PRIDHAM’S 
AUCTIONS & 
APPRAISALS 

-OTTAWA- 
Fine & Decorative Arts 

Call for an 
appointment 

1-877-533-5877 
www.pridhams.ca

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and ref-
erences provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

From left, club co-president Heather Borelli and Viviane Agia 
on April 22 at Victoria Hall.



26 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – May 4, 2026

Carmen visits Victoria Hall in Westmount! 

Cast members perform arias, 
relate famous opera’s history 
By Jennifer Ball 

Westmount’s Community Events de -
part ment offered residents an afternoon 
with l’Opéra de Montréal as it presented 
vignettes from its most recent work, 
Georges Bizet’s Carmen, which it is staging 
from May 2 to 12 at Salle Wilfrid Pelletier 
of Place des Arts. 

The history of Carmen was explored and 
performances of the arias “Habanera,” 
“Seguidilla” and the “Toreador Song” soar -
ed. 

The opera premiered in 1875 to a hostile 
reaction from critics and the French bour-
geoisie, for whom Bizet wrote it. 

On April 26, at Victoria Hall, Richard 
Turp, a Montreal-born singer and artistic 
director who grew up in London, England, 
explained why it had a disastrous reception 
when it opened at the Théâtre National de 
l’Opéra-Comique in Paris. 

Critics and opera lovers were scandal-
ized by its realism, depiction of working-
class life, and the morally transgressive and 
sexually confident Carmen herself. 

The libretto of Carmen portrays her 
cast ing her spell over all who encounter 
her. Don José, a loyal soldier, is no excep-
tion and he is propelled by obsession and 
jealousy when Carmen’s attention turns 
from him to the daring bullfighter Esca-
millo. 

Free in love and in death, our heroine 
meets her fate as only Carmen can – fear-
lessly. 

The arias “Habanera” (“L’amour est un 
oiseau rebelle”) and “Seguidilla” (“Près des 
remparts de Séville”) were sung by mezzo-
soprano Justine Ledoux, accompanied by 
pianist Martine Jomphe. 

Baritone Colin Mackey sang the “Tor-
eador Song” (“Votre toast, je peux vous le 
rendre.”)

Baritone Colin Mackey. Richard Turp.

Mezzo-soprano Justine Ledoux.

Répétiteur (opera pianist) Martine Jomphe accompanied the performers at Victoria Hall on April 26.
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Our parish is celebrating 
a historic milestone.

Join us for our 
Centennial Launch

Sunday, May 24, 2026
10:30 am Mass

A vin d’honneur follows.
www.ascensionofourlord.ca

Positive spring message for pedestrians 

As seen on de Maisonneuve April 28. Photo: Independent.
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Precious Lucie Luce 

Lucie Luce is a tiny funny girl, a puppy 
with affection and energy to share with a 
family in their routine and activities. 

In a foster family now for the Montreal 
SPCA, this is a wonderful opportunity to 
change Lucie Luce’s life through this tran-
sition from foster to forever family life. A 
cuddle bug, this tiny cutie is loving to all: 
people, cats and dogs. She is a happy little 
soul sharing puppy joy with all! 

Lucie Luce is very healthy, up to date 
with her inoculation program for this stage 
of growth, spayed and microchipped. You 
can find out more about her by going to 
the Montreal SPCA website at www.
spca.com, then scrolling for her informa-
tion page from her identification number, 
2000411113. 

You will find the fantastic foster family’s 
report on Lucie Luce’s growth and devel-
opment, her milestones and her dis-
coveries. You can then click on the black 
“Fill out the form” rectangle, which opens 

onto the information form for you to fill 
out as a contact point with the adoption 
coordinators. 

You can then discuss your interest in 
Lucie Luce and make adoption arrange-
ments for her, in order to share joy and 
laughter every day together. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Jenny from the corner of the block 

This beauty was a foundling discovered 
by a kind soul at the corner of a block near 
their home. 

A delightful grey-and-caramel long-
haired tabby, Jenny is presently at the Mon-
treal SPCA cattery awaiting a loving family. 
A stunning six-year-old, she is very healthy, 
up to date with her inoculations, spayed 
and microchipped. 

To find out more about her, please do 
not hesitate to refer to the Montreal SPCA 
website at www.spca.com, then scroll to 
Jenny’s information page from her identi-
fication number, 2000409592. 

You can then plan your visit to the 
shelter as it is open every day for visits and 
adoption, from Monday to Friday from 3 
pm to 8 pm, then Saturday and Sunday 
from 11 am to 6 pm. The SPCA is located 
at 5215 Jean Talon St. West, Côte des 
Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. 

The adoption counsellors are looking 
forward to meeting with you at the cattery 

to discuss your interest and present stun-
ning Jenny for a cuddly visit. She is a 
precious companion. No matter where she 
was found and who gave her solace, Jenny 
is now waiting for your loving arms and 
your promise of a quiet home life. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler
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Batshaw’s ‘Party with a Purpose’ 

The fundraising evening for the Bat-
shaw Foundation was a huge success. 

Held at Le Richmond, “Risk to Resil-
ience – a Party with Purpose” featured a 
cocktail-dînatoire and comedy entertain-
ment by Nazeer Khan. 

Former Batshaw Foundation presidents 
noted were Trevor Bishop and Karma 
 Hallward, there with John Hallward. 

Current president Bisma Ansari and 
Wendy Khan, executive director, greeted 
guests as they blew in, depositing drip-
ping umbrellas, gloves, boots and winter 
coats. 

Event committee members were Laura 
Lavy, Janet Faith, Wendy Khan and Angela 
Auclair. 

Seen enjoying the night were Mark 
Lowe, Sara O’Brien, Andrew Sofin, former 
mayor Christina Smith, Anna Gainey (MP 
NDG-Westmount), Nicholas Kaulbach 
and mum Michele Kaulbach, Kelly Patrick, 
Adrian Dunn, Annie Bergevin, Kim 
 Drummond, Andrew 
Clark, Scott Pritchard, 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Bisma Ansari.continued on p. 30 Batshaw Foundation event committee: Laura Lavy, Janet Faith, Wendy Khan and Angela Auclair.
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Snuff Bottles

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC. 
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 

(Proudly serving our community over more than 20 years) 

Professional Accounting, Tax & Business Advisory Services 

$ INCOME TAX RETURN $ 
Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal) 
• Personal & corporate income tax returns 

• Consultation on corporate structure 
• Real estate statements preparation 

• Tenants’ Relevé 31 preparation 
• Financial statements & Bookkeeping 

• GST, QST, & Payroll reports 

514 227-8765 
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B, H3X 2T8 
email: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

Sue Khan and Amanda and Anthea Daw-
son. 

Foundation board members attending 
included Ben Wearing, Janet Faith, Tina 
Khan, Andrew Clark, Michael Udy, Trevor 
Bishop, Laura Lavy, Beverley Robinson, 
Angela Auclair, Mark Girgis, Brian 
Newsam and Robert Vineberg. 

Board president Bisma Ansari thanked 
the crowd of supporters and praised the 
record $110,000 raised. 

Since pictures are worth a thousand 
words, here are more photos than usual.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 29

Janet Faith and Andrew Sofin. Karma Hallward and John Hallward. Sara O’Brien, Anna Gainey and Christina Smith.

Andrew Clark, Mark Lowe and Scott Pritchard. Trevor Bishop. Kim Drummond and Brian Newsam.

Nicholas Kaulbach, Adrian Dunn, Sophie Palmer, Michele Kaulbach and Kelly Patrick. Annie Bergevin, Amanda Dawson and Anthea Dawson. 
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

Ville-Marie
3940 CH. DE LA CÔTE-DES-NEIGE, A32

$1,495,000

Westmount
73 HILLSIDE AV.

$2,195,000

Westmount
70 COLUMBIA AV.

Westmount
3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1511

$1,875,000$2,850,000

NEW

Westmount
 2 RUE WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1005

$2,795,000

13 2 + 1
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