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From left, a new BIXI stand on Westmount Ave. near Roslyn was installed on August 7; flower pots have replaced the wading pool at King George (Murray) Park; and major work has begun to renovate
the stairs from Stanton St. to Thornhill Ave., as seen August 13. Two other new BIXI stations have been added, at Lansdowne and St. Catherine, and at Victoria and Sherbrooke.
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City’s 2026 Action Plan

Council approves measures
to improve ‘accessibility’

By LAUREEN SWEENEY
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Quebec municipalities of Westmount’s pop-

ulation, it identifies actions already approv-
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City council approved an annual updated
action plan July 7 to improve accessibility for
users of city services experiencing ongoing
or temporary disabilities. Covering many city
departments, the report also involves build-
ings, streets, sidewalks and parks.

Presented as the 2026 Action Plan for
Persons with Disabilities as required of

ed or undertaken during 2025. It also ident-
ifies a number of objectives projected for
this year and, in some cases, beyond.

It includes such items as the purchase
of equipment to improve accessibility for
various users of city services and facilities.

Moved by Councillor
Jeff Shamie, the report

continued on p. 6
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Preparing for what’s on the way...

City to rent snow removal trucks, replace salt enclosure

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

With back-to-school on the way for
many residents comes time for the city’s
preparation to plan for messy times ahead.
This includes securing equipment for
removal of snow and obtaining abrasives
to help secure travel on what'’s expected to
come on city streets and many hills.

At the council meeting August 4, city
council awarded a contract for the next two
seasons 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 to rent
five 12-wheel trucks at a total cost of some
$241,448, all taxes included. According to
a resolution approved unanimously and
moved by Councillor Kathleen Kez, public
safety commissioner, the contract was
awarded to DMMS87 Inc. and 9297-9236
Quebec Inc.

Also approved was a resolution to
replace the city’s salt enclosure at the Pub-
lic Works yard in the amount of $79,670 by
Les Equipements Agrobul. This site is
located overlooking the Ville Marie ex-
pressway (Route 136).

In one of two other winter-related items
was an agreement to take part in a joint
purchase with the city of Montreal for the
supply of grit “to benefit from the advan-
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tages of a joint purchase particularly in
terms of pricing and supply.”
A similar type of joint purchase with the

\~

o o

Remember snow? This photo was taken on January 27 at Prince Albert and de Maisonneuve.

city of Montreal, also without details, was
approved concerning the purchase of de-
icing salt.
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Calls for advance information

Cllr. Aronson: City needs ‘robust
consultation’ entrenched in a by-law

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Westmount needs “a system of robust
consultation,” Councillor Matt Aronson
said in opening comments from council
members at the city council meeting
August 4.

In his commissionership of legal affairs
and communications, he spoke out force-
fully on the need and importance of public
consultation as being an issue of good gov-
ernance so citizens know in advance what
to expect.

Residents had elected the city’s eight
municipal councillors “to maintain integ-

rity and good governance,” he pointed out.
“Unfortunately, we come before you [to-
night] very divided” given an agenda that
included what he described as “a number
of divisive topics.”

Absences of personnel in the city’s Legal
Affairs department had made it “an ex-
tremely challenging time without the bene-
fit of a fully functional legal department,”
he explained.

Moving forward, “I will bring forward a
system that I would like to see entrenched
in a by-law” whereby the public will know
in advance what is planned, he said to
hearty applause.

Passer-by hit when light pole
knocked over by dellvery truck
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CAN FOUR COUNCILLORS
WORK TO CHANGE
MAYOR STERN’S APPROACH?

An open letter to four of Westmount’s
councillors

[The letter reproduced below the asterisk]
is a group email of questions sent last Friday
afternoon [August 7] to Clir. Kathleen Kez,
Cllr. Matt Aronson, Cllr. Shawn Moss and
Cllr. Gurveen Chadha, two of whom have
acknowledged it so far [August 11].

Tuesday night’s council sitting [on
August 4] was disturbing for many of the
reasons we witnessed firsthand and at pre-
vious council sessions. Combined with the
mayor’s poor email comportment with me,
his disregard for our concerns and rights,
and the outrageous suggestion to “ask
ChatGPT” (timestamp 2:59:01), the four-
hour session intensified a frustration that
had already been building and that con-
tinued well beyond adjournment.

My sleep that night and my following
day were affected, and I learned that I was
not alone in feeling this way. I am simply
one of many unhappy voters.

For all of you, I have several questions:

1. Can you please clarify why a city coun-
cillor who is directly addressed by a
member of the public during the formal
Q&A portion of a meeting is not permitted
to respond? (timestamp 2:51:08-2:52:32)

Why does it appear that Mayor Stern is
the only person authorized to receive,
address and dismiss residents’ questions
and concerns? He appears to reject oppos-
ing visions or perspectives and diversity of
thought, and frequently speaks over con-
stituents in a manner reminiscent of
Trump. Meanwhile, residents’ time has

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

value, yet their opportunities to speak and
be heard at the podium are often limited,
controlled and censored.

If only Mayor Stern is permitted to
determine council’s collective response,
even when some councillors, such as Cllr.
Aronson, may hold different views for out-
ward sharing, what steps can be taken now
to restore a process that is genuinely demo-
cratic and collaborative?

Mayor Stern appears to be using his
mayoral authority as an easy escape route
by refusing to hear, listen, consider and
learn from residents’ concerns rather than
engaging with them. What powers do the
four of you have, collectively, to investigate
this situation and put the brakes on what
many residents perceive as an abuse of
public-facing authority?

2. Can you explain what happened with
Cllr. D’Amico’s conduct, particularly re-
garding his vote not to pause the problem-
atic Argyle [one-way south from Thornhill
Ave.] issue for further study? (timestamp
1:36:49-1:37:51)

In my view, and in the view of others,
Cllr. D’Amico knowingly chose not to take
the higher road. He supported a vote that
many residents viewed as dismissive of the
good-faith efforts of Argyle residents, who
invested significant extracurricular time
and resources to provide legitimate reason-
ing against this project.

What is particularly concerning is that,
immediately after the vote passed, he
attempted to explain and justify his deci-
sion. That’s wussy politics. To many resi-
dents, that sequence raised questions
about political courage, accountability and
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whether the more responsible path was
taken when it mattered most.

2A. Why has the entire administration
of Selwyn House, including parents and
students, seemingly not been heard from
during this ongoing circulation-reorgan-
ization debate?

It seems plausible that this institution
and the people responsible for its operation
are at the very heart of both understanding
the issue and finding a workable resol-
ution.

Relatedly, where was Rabbi Adam Scheier
[of the Congregation Shaar Hashomayim
synagogue] throughout this process? [...]

3. Are there public recusal policies that
clearly explain what safeguards exist to sep-
arate council members from their own pri-
vate business interests and/or those of
their constituents (and neighbours), par-
ticularly when some decisions involve
shaping major urban transformations?

4. Given the importance of good local
governance, community buy-in and stew-
ardship, what steps can be taken within
your authority to revisit the eligibility
requirements for municipal elections in
Quebec?

Specifically, I believe that consideration
should be given to changing the current
minimum age threshold of 18 to 26, along
with requiring at least two years of employ-
ment experience beforehand. This per-
spective could help ensure that real-world
decisions affecting communities like West-
mount reflect broader life experience and
the interests of multiple generations. Well
beyond say, “60 years,” a threshold refer-
enced by Cllr. Chadha, which I found con-
fusing.*

It is also my belief that, without careful
consideration, the cultivated identity of this
152-year-old enclave and the character of
this current city council itself could change
significantly, quickly and permanently.

That reputation has already been tar-
nished! Just 12 months ago, if someone
had searched “Michael Stern,” little of pub-
lic relevance would have appeared on the
first page. He was relatively unknown,
attended [to the best of my knowledge] his
first city council meeting on September 8,
2025, where [ first met him, after announc-
ing his mayoral candidacy 10 days earlier.

Today, myriad news sources have re-
ported on serious ethics complaints filed
against this nine-month mayor by his own
colleagues, from the ones he’s meant to
learn from as a neophyte to local politics.
The city’s leadership appears increasingly
uncertain and disconnected from resi-
dents, whose anger and frustration are
being sidelined. The ship appears leader-
less, folks.

Finally, from behind closed doors and

in front of constituents who continue to
care about this city, thank you, councillors,
for your attempt to challenge the remain-
ing members of a council increasingly per-
ceived by many residents as adopting
Trumpian political behaviours. Your ser-
vice is recognized, noted and needed.
Still, T expect that continued events like
these will increase municipal voter disen-
gagement and political cynicism among
the electorate. Such an outcome would be
deeply damaging to we the people and to
the democratic rule of law.
NATASHA ARORA, WoOD AVE.

*Editor’s note: From what I can tell from
the tape (timestamp 21:20), Councillor
Chadha was only referencing her own
nuclear family’s planned residency in
Westmount, not any window or horizon
for municipal decision-making. — DP.

THE GREATER GOOD, PARKED
ACROSS MY DRIVEWAY

On August 6, the city announced three
new solar BIXI stations. One of them,
Westmount/Roslyn, went in the next day
— directly against my driveway. One day’s
notice.

And so far, there is no sign that anyone
discussed it. The published council agen-
das for July 7 and August 4 — 39 items each
— contain nothing about BIXI or station
locations. When I asked whether a council
resolution authorizes this station, I was
told the question would have to go through
a formal access to information request —for
something the city could answer in a sen-
tence. The answer is due in mid-Septem-
ber.

Meanwhile, the service vehicles’ routine
method of re-stocking the station is to stop
across my driveway, blocking my access
and my neighbour’s. Both, every time. I
have notified BIXI and the city repeatedly,
in writing. It continues.

On August 12, T asked a driver to move.
He refused, swore at me repeatedly, and
drove off. It is on camera. I don’t blame
him: he had been handed a location where
there is no lawful way to do his job. The
only alternative I have seen is parking
across Westmount Ave. and carrying elec-
tric bikes on foot through live traffic. I have
asked the city and BIXI, in writing, to
name a third method. Neither has.

This is not a grey area. Article 52.11 of
the city’s own traffic By-law 726 prohibits
parking in front of a private entrance and
defines parking as immobilizing a vehicle.
The by-law’s only exemption is for emerg-
ency vehicles. There is none for service or
municipal vehicles, or for a city contractor.

Then there is the panel. My neighbour,
an engineer, watched a BIXI technician
working on the station and asked about it.
He told her it had never been connected -
that it would be useless where it sits, facing
north, under trees, pointing up a hill. That
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Councillor’s column

SHAWN Moss

As an architect and city councillor, I
often grapple with the choices we make
regarding our built environment. When
evaluating development proposals and
renovations, we frequently encounter what
architectural theorists describe as “material
deceit”: the practice of using synthetic or
petroleum-derived substitutes that mas-
querade as honest, natural building elements.

In local municipal governance, material
deceit is not merely a philosophical con-
cern. As council evaluates municipal build-
ing audits, updates site planning guide-
lines, and works to achieve our local climate
targets, distinguishing between authentic
materials and synthetic imitations carries
urgent technical, environmental and finan-
cial relevance for Westmount.

Look out for upfront carbon costs,
costs of aging/disposal

Under Westmount’s commitments to
the national Partners for Climate Protec-
tion (PCP) framework, we are committed
to reducing greenhouse gas emissions
across both public infrastructure and pri-
vate properties. While public discussion
naturally centers on operational energy —
converting heating systems, installing heat
pumps and optimizing insulation — we
must confront the issue of embodied car-
bon: the total greenhouse gas emissions
generated during raw material extraction,
chemical processing, manufacturing and
transport. With the production of synthetic
building materials and cements account-
ing for a massive percentage of global
emissions, ignoring embodied carbon
undermines our climate strategy.

This is where synthetic building
materials commit a double deceit. Prod-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

would explain the frequency of the service
visits: with no charging, every battery has
to be swapped by hand. Which means this
location doesn’t work for BIXI either and
inverts the environmental rationale.

[ was told the station serves the greater
good. A solar station with an unconnected
panel, serviced by blocking two driveways
several times a day, is not serving anyone
well — least of all the greater good.

Bob Dylan wrote that you don’t need a
weatherman to know which way the wind
blows. You don'’t need one to know which
way a solar panel should face, either. Per-
haps the city should hire one anyway.

Nicoias ErLis, RostyN AVE.

Building-material authenticity is climate policy:
Protecting Westmount’s heritage, value and future

ucts like fibre-cement board, vinyl com-
posites, man-made slate and petro-chemi-
cal cladding are frequently presented as
cost-effective, “maintenance-free” alter-
natives to natural stone or timber. On the
surface, they attempt to mimic traditional
textures; beneath the surface, their produc-
tion relies on high-heat chemical synthesis,
creating heavy upfront carbon costs before
a single component arrives on a West-
mount job site.

Equally problematic is their fundamen-
tal incompatibility with local planning pol-
icy and circular design principles. Under
Westmount’s Site Planning and Architec-
tural Integration Programmes (SPAIP,
By-law 1305), our guidelines prioritize
material authenticity, durability and con-
text-sensitive integration within our
national historic site footprint.

Synthetic substitutes fail this test be-
cause they do not age with dignity. Under
Quebec’s severe freeze-thaw cycles and
intense summer UV solar exposure, the
polymers in synthetic assemblies suffer
rapid photo-oxidation, causing them to
delaminate, crack and discolour.

Unlike natural materials that develop a
rich patina over decades, degraded syn-
thetics shed toxic chemical additives and
yield microplastics that contaminate our
local soils and waterways. Furthermore, be-
cause multi-layered composite assemblies
cannot easily be separated, their end-of-life
trajectory is not restoration or recycling,
but the landfill.

Crucially, material deceit also carries a
direct financial toll on Westmount’s long-
term property values. The premium valu-
ation of Westmount real estate rests heavily
on architectural integrity, authentic crafts-
manship and historic permanence. When
authentic limestone masonry, copper de-
tailing or solid timber is swapped for syn-
thetic imitations, it creates a subtle, com-
pounding degradation of neighbourhood
character that directly undermines market
value.

Future buyers will care

Prospective buyers in high-end heritage
markets are remarkably adept at identify-
ing short-term cosmetic substitutes. While
synthetic cladding might offer a lower
initial capital investment during a renova-
tion, it introduces accelerated depreciation.
Traditional stone and brick masonry
appreciate in value alongside the structure;
synthetic alternatives carry a finite oper-
ational lifespan that creates significant
future capital expenditure risk for buyers.
Over time, introducing inferior composite
finishes damages local streetscape cohe-

sion, eroding re-sale premiums and muni-
cipal valuation assessments compared to
authentically preserved homes.
Traditional natural materials — Montreal
grey limestone, slate, clay brick, copper,
and solid timber — align seamlessly with
our historic character, long-term property
values and sound carbon accounting.
Quarried stone and brick carry an initial
energy cost, but that embodied carbon and
financial investment is amortized over cen-
turies, not decades. Mortared masonry util-
izing traditional, breathable lime joints can
be cleaned, re-claimed, re-pointed, and re-
used, keeping resources within a local cir-
cular economy and preventing the trapped-
moisture damage commonly caused by
modern, impermeable Portland cements.
Ultimately, our choices as property own-
ers and civic stewards reflect our shared
commitment to Westmount’s identity.
Choosing natural, lasting materials is not
an act of nostalgia; it is a declaration of con-
fidence in our city’s future. When we
choose authenticity over imitation, we pro-
tect the architectural integrity of our neigh-
bourhoods, uphold the long-term value of
our homes, and fulfill our environmental
responsibilities to the generations that will

inherit this city.

True sustainability and fiscal steward-
ship in Westmount require embedding
low-carbon, authentic, local and recyclable
material standards into our planning pro-
cess to safeguard Westmount’s architec-
tural legacy, environmental future and
long-term economic strength.

Shawn Moss is the city councillor
for District 5 (Victoria village
below Sherbrooke).
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Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER

This wonderful fellow is sweet and
calm. Mylo is a fun companion. He enjoys
long walks, splashing in the pool, relaxing
in the shade. He is a peaceful dog, affec-
tionate and cuddly to all in the home.

He is presently waiting for a forever
family at the Montreal SPCA kennel, ready
to join in all the activities. He is very hand-
some, with beautiful black-and-white
markings in his long fur, and the cutest
black mask over his eyes.

Mylo is very healthy, seven years old, up
to date with his inoculations, neutered and
microchipped. You can find out more
about him through the Montreal SPCA
website at www.spca.com. You can then
refer to his information page through his
identification number, 2000466310. By con-
sulting the shelter’s daily schedule, as it is
open every day, you can plan your visit with
Mylo and discussions with the adoption
coordinators to look forward to adoption.

The SPCA is open from Monday to Fri-
day from 3 pm to 8 pm, and Saturday and
Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. It is located

Cuddly Mylo

o

at 5215 Jean Talon St, West, Cote des
Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4.

The adoption coordinators are looking
forward to your visit, at which you can
spend time with Mylo and enjoy his sweet
nature and calm energy. Please do not hesi-
tate. Mylo is waiting for you to take him
home.

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Action plan, cont'd from p. 1

was adopted unanimously in a resolution
stating the city “wishes to promote integra-
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9 Lives

LYSANNE FOWLER

Barbu and Tigrise were born and then
brought into a safe home by our kind
neighbour in the spring of 2019. These
bonded siblings — Barbu is the black-and-
white longhair on the top hammock with
the black nose, and Tigrise is the grey-and-
white longhair on the lower hammock
with the pink nose — have been with the
same family since they were born.

tion of persons with disabilities and their
families into their living environment with
the city as well as the development and
organization of resources and services for
them.”

Reducing barriers

“This document aims to reduce barriers
and promote the full inclusion of persons
with disabilities in all aspects of social, pro-
fessional and educational life,” the 23-page
document states in an introductory mess-
age from Mayor Michael Stern.

Though not specifically mentioned, the
city has long stated that “disabilities” might
even include temporary obstacles such as
those encountered by people pushing a
baby carriage, for example, or recuperating
from broken bones and fractures.

The report was presented in terms of
obstacles, proposed measures to help and
timelines to obtain favourable outcomes.

Among projects identified were those
that would still require city council appro-
val depending on the awarding and financ-
ing of contracts.

Others are carried over from previous
years.

As an example, one highlight listed as
accomplished during 2025 was repair to
park pathways but with a note that this rep-
resented “nearly 30 percent of those” with
work to be ongoing through to 2027.

Sidewalks

Under 2026, sidewalks are also listed as
an obstacle reading: “We continue to re-
ceive complaints about hazardous sections
of sidewalks particularly in the south sector

Darling Tigrise
and Barbu to
a new family

It has now become necessary to put
them in the arms of another loving family,
and I am pleased to bring them to your
attention for adoption. They are affection-
ate and playful, very healthy and active.

They are sterilized, and up to date
on their inoculations, veterinary treat-
ments and grooming. They will come to a
new home with all their toys and acces-
sories, as well as their favourite food and
supplies.

If you would like to find out more about
this adorable brother-and-sister duo Barbu
and Tigrise, please do not hesitate to con-
tact our neighbour Arthur at 514.609.4035
or email him at arthure_d@videotron.ca
to present yourself and discuss your inter-
est in adoption.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

of the city where the presence of busi-
nesses results in heavy pedestrian traffic.”
In this respect, a remedial measure is listed
as prioritizing “high pedestrian traffic
areas... and carrying out reconstruction of
deteriorated sections using an enhanced
budget of $500,000.”

Elevators in several municipal buildings
are described as “aging, unreliable and
nearing end of service life.” These are
located at Public Security and Victoria Hall
as well as “a platform lift” for access to the
stage at Victoria Hall.

Others, such the installation of a large-
print keyboard at the library, are listed for
2026.

Bonjour Westmount

Among other plans are those to pro-
mote Public Security’s “Bonjour West-
mount” program across various platforms.
Also listed is the aim to “ensure emergency
communications are accessible, clear and
adapted to persons with disabilities.”

Interestingly, a so-called lack of emerg-
ency communications was experienced
recently during the closure of streets in
upper Westmount when police were look-
ing for a possible shooting suspect (see
story July 7, p.1).

The entire 25-page accessibility report
can be found on the city’s website under
“Accessibility.”

It was compiled through the city’s Com-
munications department by director Mug-
isha Rutishisha, Stacy Maignan and Péné-
lope Fackini along with consultation with
city Engineering director Elisa Gaetano,
listed as a person with a disability.
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Since 2018, over 31,000 citizens have turned to our
office for help. Behind every number is a person, a
family, an organization, or a local business that
needed someone in their corner.

We are here for you.

R \5 .2

31,000+ 140,000 $400,000
citizens helped calls and meetings  for our community
organizations

Listening to Supporting local  Helping Working for a
residents at organizations consituents safe, vibrant,

everydoorand that make a navigate and inclusive
community difference. challenges and  riding.

event. find solutions.

A S T SR R @ Jennifer.Maccarone.WSL@assnat.qc.ca
5!_- n;_l .‘:E ¢A p._t__-
g A oA A b @ (514) 3952929

ASSEMBLEE NATIONALE ﬁ JMaccaroneWSL
DU QUEBEC @ JMaccarone

Hiin

Westmount—
Saint-Louis

My job as your Member of the National Assembly
is simple: to listen, to help, and to make sure
your voice is heard where decisions are made.

How we can help

— Provincial programs and services
8: RAMQ, healthcare access, immigration
(Québec), education and more.

AR Support with housing
m Subsidized housing, renovation programs

and tenants’ rights.

Help navigating the system
(y When dealing with a ministry or agency
becomes complicated.

0O¢g Support for (:lt:-m_munit}r organizations
Funding, partnerships and assistance
to strengthen our community.

Advocacy for local businesses

Because our downtown and local
shops are the heart of our neighbourhoaods.

”\( Maccarone

Westmount-Saint-Louis
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Sotheby’s ‘ Québec

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

EiE | s A LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE
' CONTINUES TO GROW

THE KAUFMAN GROUP PROUDLY WELCOMES LUCY SHAPIRO

With more than 40 years of business experience spanning residential real estate,
relocation and interior design, Lucy brings a unique combination of market
knowledge, business acumen and an exceptional eye for the presentation and
positioning of a home.

A longtime Montreal professional with extensive knowledge of Westmount,
downtown Montreal, Hampstead and communities across the city, Lucy's
integrity, personalized approach and commitment to exceptional service align
seamlessly with the values of the Kaufman Group. We look forward to this exciting
new chapter together.

Ch. de la Cote-Saint-Antoine, Westmount

LISTED & SOLD BY US

Ch. Belvedere, Westmount
LISTED & SOLD BY US

: §8 ! =y,

TOP100

SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY"
BROKERS, WORLDWIDE"

Av. Cedar, Westmount
JUST SOLD

514.379.1333
KAUFMANGROUP.CA

*Liza Kaufman - Certified Real Estate Broker, Sotheby’'s International Realty Québec LK. Real estate agency. Sotheby's
International Realty Affiliates LLC - Top 100 (2025), recognizing the 100 top-performing agents in its global network who
closed at least $86.5 million USD in sales volume in 2024. **See listing agent for more details.

Av. Montrose, Westmount
JUST SOLD
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3245 Av. Cedar, Westmount

$5,299,000 - INTRODUCING
MLS 14580074

118 Av. Upper-Bellevue, Westmount

$13,800,000
MLS 17174882

1227 Rue Sherbrooke O., Apt. 24, The Acadia

$3,278,000 - INTRODUCING
MLS 23851143

32 Av. Shorncliffe, Westmount

$4,985,000 - PRICE IMPROVEMENT
MLS 25221904

28-30 Ch. de Stukely, Bolton-Ouest

$9,980,000 - INTRODUCING
MLS 16478128

505-511 Av. Lansdowne, Westmount

$3,250,000 - INTRODUCING
MLS 27479489

359 Av. Redfern, Westmount

$4,295,000 - INTRODUCING
MLS 26159917

1 Rue Haverstock, Hampstead

$8,770,000 - INTRODUCING
EXCLUSIVE

3493 Av. Grey, Notre-Dame-de-Grace

$2,395,000 - INTRODUCING
MLS 12913368

607 Av. Clarke, Westmount

$3,395,000 - INTRODUCING
MLS 16695585

593 Av. Argyle, Westmount

$7.800,000 - INTRODUCING
MLS 26388415

3982 Cote-des-Neiges, Apt. A54, Ville-Marie

$1,999,500 - INTRODUCING
MLS 25013498
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At left and right, Grosve

-

nor just below The Boulevard, and, centre, looking north at The Boulevard from Grosvenor, all on August 12.

Traffic confusion in northwest Westmount

The Independent received a phone call
August 11 from a Victoria Ave. resident
who had tried early that day to go south on
Victoria from the Queen Mary Rd./Circle
Rd. side.

He had found an effective dead-end cre-
ated on the north-south thoroughfare, with
road blocks at Sunnyside for Sunnyside
eastbound and for Victoria southbound
from that intersection. Motorists were able
to maneuver around these barriers and
were doing so.

This stretch of Victoria from Sunnyside
to The Boulevard is usually one-way south,
but has been two-way in recent weeks
given the roadwork on Grosvenor from
The Boulevard to Sunnyside.

The resident called Public Security,
whom he said was unaware of the situ-
ation.

WOOD FINISHING
DOORSFURNITURE*WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCE DOORS
-also -
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
*Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

State of affairs on August 12

On August 12, the Independent went by
in the morning to find different kinds of
confusion unfolding.

On the way north from Sherbrooke St.,
the Independent’s reporter passed numer-
ous signs saying parts of Grosvenor were
closed to vehicles, but they were open.

Further up, the recently under-construc-
tion area of Grosvenor above The Boul-
evard was (initially) open to vehicle traffic
(see photo at top left), likely leading some
people to think that all traffic rules in the
area had returned to their pre-construction
state. Even so, the construction-period “T-
intersection ahead” sign on Grosvenor
below The Boulevard remained in place
(top middle photo).

Alittle later, Grosvenor above The Boul-

BT
|

1 Painting | Decoration & Finishing

S)

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdeariove.com

. STUART

Standard & Restorative Painting
Plaster
Stripping, Wood Finishing
Interior & Exterior
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

6 514-994-3187

RBQ 8328 8514 09

sdearlove@bell.net
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

.

evard was again closed by construction
workers (top right photo).

The Boulevard’s traffic lights at Grosve-
nor and Victoria were not operating nor-
mally and were flashing red only, as they
have for weeks during the Grosvenor pro-
ject.

Head-on possible?

More seriously, both east- and west-
bound drivers from The Boulevard con-
tinued to turn north onto Victoria (see two
photos at bottom left), a maneuver allowed
during the Grosvenor construction, but no
longer explicitly allowed by the signage on
The Boulevard that morning.

Coming the other way, two southbound
Victoria drivers were seen by the Indepen-
dent in a short period of time seeming to
assume that Victoria was now southbound

Ill' i

From left, turning left onto Victoria from The Boulevard, then right (circle added). Victoria north of The Boulevard.

Lamp Repairs :

25 years' experience
with Areuco Lighting
in Westmount

* In-home service

* Free pick-up and delivery |

Call Robert at EclairSol :
514-582-3906

only again (as is usual when there is no
detour) and using the eastern/left lane to
prepare for their left turns onto The Boul-
evard (not pictured).

There were no bollards on the centre
asphalt to keep southbound motorists in
the right/western lane (see photo at bottom
right).

With just a little speed from both poten-
tial parties, these two vehicles could easily
have met northbound ones turning right
onto Victoria, resulting in head-on colli-
sions.

“I don’t know what regime the city or
its contractor was trying to create,” said
Independent editor David Price, “but the
signage should have been ultra-clear.
Either the construction-period rules should
have been explained with clear signage and
bollards everywhere, or drivers should have
been told that the usual rules had returned
with equally clear signage.”

CONSTRUCTION

NGUS

RBQ: 5776 5083-01

IAN SUTHERLAND
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

BRICK AND STONE WORK
CONCRETE STRUCTURE & FINISHING
FOUNDATION RESTORATION
ASPHALT

514.262.3320
constructionangus.com
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Real Estate

ANDY DODGE

Note: The following article relates to offers to
purchase Westmount residential dwellings
that were reported by local real estate agents
as having been accepted in July 2026. Because
they are not final registered sales, the addresses
cannot be made public, but give a good idea
of current trends in local real estate activity.
The graph at right offers a picture of these
trends over time.

Last month, we told you that in June the
Westmount real estate market was “going
to sleep,” with lots of sales less than $2
million, two sales less than $1 million and
an average sale price — unadjusted — of
$2,176,281.

Well, July showed real signs of recovery,
with prices going as high as $5,300,000,
nothing below $1,662,500, only three of 12
sales under $2 million and an average of
$2,973,208.

Prices up but price:valuation down

This did little to help our adjusted aver-
age price, however, because the average
price:valuation ratio for June was +5.3 per-
cent and for July it was -5.0 percent, the
latter thanks largely to some of the higher
prices being strongly marked down from
the city’s opinion of market value.

One high-priced house sold for just
more than half its valuation, the 48.3-per-
cent mark-down representing the biggest
minus figure so far this year.

Highest mark-up was 33 percent in a
$2,700,000 purchase of a property with a
tax assessment of $2,029,600.

Six of the 12 July sales were for less than
valuation, reflecting some buyers’ willing-
ness to put out larger sums, but perhaps
expecting more for their money.

Condos

The local condominium market did not
show signs of interest, with only one pur-
chase in July after the same number in
June. The tally for May increased from five
to six, bringing the total number of sales
in the second quarter to 14, including nine
in apartment buildings, four in made-over
duplexes or triplexes, and one in a two-
storey townhouse.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Painter Available

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and
references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

Professional housekeeper

Professional housekeeper: cleaning, cooking, elderly and child
care. With references. 438-787-7630.

July sales: Starting to stir, in certain respects

The price range went from $480,000 to
$2,845,000 with price:valuation ratios from
-24.5 percent to 61.0 percent, averaging 1.1
percent above valuation. With only one sale
posted in July, it becomes impossible to
draw any conclusions for the third quarter,
except to say that the one sale was a town-
house-type condo that sold for 11.5 percent
less than valuation.

Two other co-op apartments sold in July,
one at the large 376 Redfern Ave. apart-
ment building and the other in 3 West-
mount Square, an apartment that had been
on the market for three years and finally
sold for just over half its original asking
price.

Inventory

The number of house listings in West-
mount dropped from 155 in mid-July to 135
in mid-August, but can be expected to
climb as sellers anticipate the fall market.
The 135 include only 16 asking between $1
and $2 million, then 42 more below $3 mil-
lion and 33 below $4 million.

Westmount’s house rental market dip-
ped from 21 to 18, but rentals asking over
$10,000 per month jumped from five to
seven, as agents posted their first rental
this year over $10,000, at $12,500.

Adjacents

AdjacentWestmount seemed to slumber
in mid-summer, with one sale each of
houses on Grey and Roslyn and a duplex-
type condominium on Victoria Ave. The
Square Mile recorded sales on du Musée
and Redpath Row in July.

(In fact, for those with a taste for local
business history and brand names, we
might suggest the area is getting sugary
sweet (like Redpath sugar), with sales so
far this year on Redpath Place, Redpath
Crescent, Redpath Court and Redpath
Row...but we digress.)

Including the sale on du Musée, the
average price in that area is $2,324,570,

PRIDHAM’S
AUCTIONS &
APPRAISALS

-OTTAWA-

Fine & Decorative Arts
Call for an
appointment
1-877-533-5877
www.pridhams.ca

Average adjusted price for ‘typical’ Westmount house, by month,
January 2021 to July 2026, based on accepted offer dates
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some 5.2 percent less than the 2026 valu-
ation. Homeowners in the Trafalgar-Dau-
lac area east of Westmount can take heart

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

T T T T T T
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2025 - 2026

that their seven sales so far this year (none
since March) are selling 12.2 percent above
valuation.

JAYAY
e

Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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Maccarone, province recognize former mayor Marks

Provincial representative for Westmount-
St. Louis Jennifer Maccarone presented
former Westmount mayor Karin Marks
with the National Assembly Medal during
a ceremony at Victoria Hall on August 6,
“recognizing her decades of public service,
community leadership and lasting con-
tribution to Westmount,” according to an
August 7 press release. “The Medal of the
Member of the National Assembly is the
highest distinction an MNA [member of
the National Assembly] may award to a
citizen.”

It continued: “Throughout her distin-
guished career, Karin Marks has made a
lasting impact on municipal governance,
education and community development.
She helped establish MIND, one of Mon-
treal’s first alternative high schools, cham-
pioning innovative approaches to educa-
tion and creating new opportunities for
young people.

“Elected to Westmount city council in
1991, she went on to serve the community
with dedication, advocating for responsible
governance, civic engagement and initia-
tives that continue to benefit residents
today. Her commitment to her community
goes well beyond her political career. To-
day, she remains actively involved with the
Old Brewery Mission.”

Marks was a city councillor, often serv-
ing as commissioner of urban planning,
until 2001, when she became president/
mayor of what was then the Westmount
borough of Montreal. In 2006, she became

Police Report
Crime slows but

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Although many Westmounters were
away on summer vacation, lawbreakers
seem also to have taken time off.

According to complaint reports filed at

JAYAY
A /\ 4

Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Karin CParba

Prtisentation Ceremony of the Medal of thite

; National Ass "i_mbly

\

lenf{ ‘r Maccarone, Députée MNA/ estmount—Saint-Loui

bl

X

Karin Marks, centre, with from left, sister-in-law

Mary Puddington, sister Iso Marks, provincial representative Jennifer Maccarone, husband Brian

Puddington, daughter Sue Ann Puddington and grandson Robin Savage.

the first mayor of the demerged city of
Westmount until 2009, when she decided
not to run again.

“Receiving this honour is deeply mean-

ingful,” Marks was quoted as saying in the
press release. “Throughout my career, I
have believed that lasting change comes
from people working together in service of

—_—

PHOTO COURTESY OF JENNIFER MACCARONE’S OFFICE.

their community. I am grateful to have had
the opportunity to contribute alongside so
many dedicated colleagues, volunteers and
friends.”

does not disappear over peak vacation period

the Montreal police department’s Station
12 on Stanton St., two criminal incidents
and a police intervention were the only
instances over the past few weeks.

Nonetheless, it would appear that vehicle
thieves are continuing to target high-end
Land Rover SUVs in Westmount.

In the latest heist, a 2025 Range Rover
parked in the driveway of a home near the
corner of The Boulevard and Carleton Ave.
was stolen during the early morning hours
on August 7 as the owners slept.

“They parked the vehicle in the drive-
way and when they woke up, the car was

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Painter Available

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and
references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

Professional housekeeper

Professional housekeeper: cleaning, cooking, elderly and child
care. With references. 438-787-7630.

no longer there,” said Station 12 commu-
nity relations officer Cst. Mike Yigit.

Security camera images examined by
the police revealed that around 5 am, a
vehicle approached the owners’ property.
A suspect who was seen getting out enter-
ed the Range Rover and drove off.

Given the ease with which the perpetra-
tors carried off the theft, Cst. Yigit agreed
it was most likely they used some kind of
wireless software interface to override the
Range Rover’s security and engine ignition
systems.

CR-V stolen

A few days earlier, on August 2, a Honda
CR-V bearing out-of-province licence plates
was stolen from a parking spot near the
corner of St. Catherine St. and Abbott Ave.

There were no signs of forced entry
such as broken window glass left on the
ground where the car had been parked,
according to the report filed by the police.

Honda CR-Vs consistently appear on
lists of the most stolen vehicles.

Homeless site abandoned
before police arrive

Officers from Station 12, assisted by
social services workers, were asked to inter-
vene during the summer holiday break at
a site near the corner of Atwater Ave. and
St. Antoine St. in lower Westmount where
a homeless encampment had been set up.

According to Cst. Yigit, the encamp-
ment appeared to have been abandoned by
the time the police and social workers got
there.

“It was an accumulation of stuff that
was left behind,” he said, adding that the
social workers attempted to locate the own-
er of the materials that had been left.

After they were unable to do that, West-
mount Public Works was called in to clean
up the site and remove the materials,
added Yigit.
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Travel

Annapolis Royal, part 2 — The sounds of silence

4 VERONICA REDGRAVE

Other attractions of this tiny town are
the famous Annapolis Royal Historic
Gardens, one of Canada’s top 10, and well-
marked bicycle routes followed annually
Dby cycling aficionados racing along hill and
dale.

The French Basin Trail offers a quieter
time. Here one can glimpse ducks, turtles
and birds. Rumour has it that Gen Z is
adopting the Baby Boomers’ love of bird
watching. I saw all ages using their bin-
oculars to follow a bald eagle’s flight across
the incredibly blue sky.

Venturing further out to the South
Shore, I arrived at LaHave.

More history. The French arrived here
in 1604 and named it after Cap de la Heve
in France. I took the super-fun little ferry
— free all day long. In the summer, it runs
almost every 15 minutes and there is
always a line-up of waiting cars. The five-
minute cable ride connects LaHave and
East LaHave across the LaHave River, sav-
ing drivers a 45-kilometer detour.

LaHave Bakeryisago- ........cccocoueu .
to hot spot featuring continued on p.14 Local colour.

DIAMOND RIBBONS

Hand-sculpted in gold and flowing
with baguette and brilliant-cut
diamonds.

A Uiser

W=
KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son - Moritz Grossmann
Schwarz Etienne - Gerald Charles - Laurent Ferrier - Armin Strom - Krayon

2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Travel, cont'd from p. 13

home-made food and a craft-book shop.
Ploughman’s Lunch is just down the
country road. Both are packed with locals
as well as summer travellers, cool in linen
and sandals.

Here too are beaches: Crystal Crescent
Beach and Risser’s, where following the

long boardwalk — with luck — one can catch
sight of the elegant great blue heron.
Here there are few dedicated followers
of fashion. Although influencers have
visited, luckily algorithmic alchemy has not
yet amassed followers. Understated is an
understatement. Shorts and t-shirts are the
norm as are shop-worn caps: usually with
names of farm machinery or baseball

Misty morning view.

Everyone experiences some sort
of pain. In fact, many people
live with pain on a daily basis.

Customized prescription compounding can provide pain
relief with potentially fewer side effects and less overall
medication. Whether you suffer from migraine
headaches, acute muscle or nerve pain resulting

from an accident, or a chronic condition like arthritis
or fibromyalgia, you may benefit from compounding.

BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI

pharmacie | pharmacy

5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont)
Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205

teams. Selfies are seldom. Visitors tend to
turn their camera to nature.

Weather goes from dawn’s dewy cool to
searing heat, the better to warm up after
ocean dips.

The water is cold. Very cold. Low-lying
sullen grey clouds called fog banks burn
off by noon.

Roaming around, I noticed the unique

Chinese Works oEArt
5 :
| =

Paintings

4 »
Snuff Bottles Porcelain Plaque
-!t Buddha Figures -'?
P
| W V.I ANTIQUES & FINE ART ?,ig
t f,“‘ =3 Victor Isganaitis -
5 Appraiser-Consultant £
i

514-944-4919

Porcelain Porcelain

Picnic seating choices at LaHave Bakery.

After all, look at their folk art.

Tiny travel tips. Bring cash. It’'s needed
for farmers’ markets. Sometimes you pay
extra with a credit card: Annapolis Royal’s
German Bakery passes on the processing
fee as a surcharge. Curiously the other
bakery — the tiber-cool Arch & Po —is closed
Sunday til Wednesday. Some shops are

closed Mondays.

Use your GPS. If there is highway con-
struction, sometimes detour signs are not
clear and — more importantly — the next
highway number you need may not be
marked. You don't get lost as there are only
a few main roads. However, your journey
will take a lot longer as you might not take
the direct route to your destination. On a
minor road, you may have no turn-off
choice as you drive through miles and
miles of countryside tree-scapes. But then
again, perhaps that is why you visit. Taking
a break from the tsunami of tabloid tales
and outspoken telephone conversations,
you'll find the sound of silence.
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KENT|GROUP

PRIVATE INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT
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Excellence in
portfolio management

Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, To meet with us, please call:
professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our
business approach for over 40 years. It is central to how we manage
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

Jean-Francois Dion,
Senior Portfolio Manager,
or Sholom Tabak,

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it Senior Wealth Advisor,

is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our at 514-878-4216

personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio ) )
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 1Place Ville Marie, Montreal
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across kentwealth.com

Canada, with over $8 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

Wealth Management
Dominion Securities
RBC Dominion Securities Inc. RBC ®
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65 crois. Rosemount, Westmount 660 av. Victoria, Westmount
3,950,000$ 3,500,000%

-

32 ch. Ramezay, Westmount
7,500,000%

59 av. Oakland, Westmount 11-15 av. Church Hill, Westmount 3606 boul. The Boulevard, Westmount 218 av. Metcalfe, Westmount
3,500,000$% 3,350,000$ 3,198,000% 2,398,000%

In the prestigious Golden Square Mile

( —remy

29 pl. de Richelieu, Golden Square Mile 1524 av. des Pins O., Golden Square Mile 1425 av. du Docteur-Penfield #3A, Golden Square Mile 16 pl. de Chelsea, Golden Square Mile
2,088,000% 1,995,000% 1,825,000$ 1,599,000%

Some recently sold properties

iy

——

49 ch. Belvédere, Westmount 4380 boul. De Maisonneuve O., Westmount 115 ch. de la Céte-St-Antoine, Westmount 61rue Belvedere Circle, Westmount adj.
MARTIN ROULEAU RAGHD ISSA
Residential and Commercial Real Estate Broker « Private Office Residential Real Estate Broker
T 514.933.9998 - www.martinrouleau.com T 514.298.7062 - raghd.issa@engelvoelkers.com

Martin Rouleau, courtier immobilier résidentiel et commercial (C8386 - Martin Rouleau courtier immobilier inc.) Raghd Issa, courtier immobilier résidentiel (H2011 - Raghd Issa Inc.) |
Agence immobiliére, Engel &Volkers Montréal (G7014), Franchisé indépendant et autonome. ©2026 Engel &Volkers. Tous droits réservés.



