
Westmount honours its young athletes
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At the WAG 

Westmount’s Terry Fox run 
to take place September 20 
By Jennifer Ball 

Victoria Ave. Metro grocery store em -
ployee Marina Carricaburu Ortiz – who 
raised $9,993 in 2025 for the Terry Fox 
Foundation and who is organizing the run 
for a third year in a row – alerted the Inde-
pendent to the fact that the charity run will 
take place this year on Sunday, September 
20 at the Westmount Athletic Grounds 

(WAG) be hind Westmount High, as follows: 
Registration: 10 am, •
Run start time: 10:30 am, •
Run finish: 1 pm. •
Access is best achieved through Hallo -

well Ave. or Hillside Lane. 
When the Independent reviewed the 

webpage run.terryfox.ca/130054 on Sep-
tember 9, $8,600 of this run’s $10,900 goal 
had been raised.

���

Babak Khacami, left, was one of the many volunteers who served pizza to the more than 200 children 
and their coaches at Westmount Sports and Recreation’s twice-annual sports award night held 
September 2.  See p. 10 for story. Photos: Martin C. Barry.
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Mayor Stern asks for ‘civility’ at city council meetings 

Duncan Campbell returns to city as temporary DG 
By Laureen Sweeney 

There were smiles on many faces at the 
regular monthly session of city council 
September 9. 

While the meeting opened with a call 
from Mayor Michael Stern for “civility” 
during question periods, it concluded an 
agenda of more than 30 items including 
the appointment of retired director general 
Duncan Campbell as temporary acting 
director general (DG), the city’s chief 
administrative officer. 

This appointment aims to enable Dave 
La pointe to focus on his main role as direc-
tor of culture, sports, recreation and social 
development. He has been substitute 
director general since March during the 
medical leave of DG Julie Mandeville, 
which continues, with no new information 
provided. 

Campbell well known here already 

Campbell is already well known to many 
residents and city officials as having served 
as the city’s director general from 2008 to 
2015 during the building and opening of 
the Westmount recreation centre (WRC). 

Campbell, who did not speak at the 

meet ing, had previously served as director 
general for the Town of Mount Royal for 
14 years. 

After his retirement from Westmount, 
he undertook another temporary stint as 
DG in 2021. While he lives on the West 
Island, Campbell grew up knowing West-
mount as the great-grandson of former 
mayor George Hogg. 

Mayor works to set the tone 

Opening the council session, Mayor 
Stern said “I am asking all of us – myself 
included – to set the tone we want for our 
community: passionate when necessary, 
candid always, but respectful.” 

He said that “starting with this meeting” 
each resident would have two minutes to 
ask a question, which is what the city’s pro-
tocol calls for but lately had not been 
enforced. 

“At some of our recent meetings,” he 
added, questions had “sometimes become 
shouting, interruptions or personal attacks.” 
When this happens re -
peatedly, he ex plained, 
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand-washed 
Never harsh 

machine cleaning 
Pet odour & urine 

treatment specialists 

Persian • Oriental 
• Silk • Wool • Antique 

• Wall-to-wall 
• Upholstery cleaning 
Also: fringe repair • binding 

• spot removal 

White-glove turn-key service 
Pick-up • Delivery 

• Re-installation

WESTMOUNT’S 
TRUSTED RUG & 

CARPET CLEANING 
SPECIALISTS

WESTMOUNT MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION 
ASSOCIATION MUNICIPALE DE WESTMOUNT 

Poursuivant une tradition de longue date, l’AMW est fière 
de présenter les débats de l’élection provinciale de 2026. 

Continuing a longstanding tradition, the Westmount Municipal Association 
(WMA) is proud to present the 2026 Provincial Election Debates. 

Westmount-Saint-Louis 

Rencontrez les candidats 
Le mercredi 23 septembre 2026 à 19 h 

Salle Victoria, 4626, rue Sherbrooke Ouest 
Il y aura une période de questions. 

Meet the Candidates 
Wednesday, September 23, 2026 at 7 p.m. 
Victoria Hall, 4626 Sherbrooke St. West 

There will be a question period. 
Modérateur et maître de cérémonie: Beryl Wajsman 

Moderator and MC: Beryl Wajsman 

wma-amw.ca

Lansdowne Ave. resident Karin Marks at the mic.

From left, Duncan Campbell, Mayor Michael Stern and Dave Lapointe.

continued on p. 9
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Coming in 2027 

St. Stephen’s apartments, p. SL-6 

Maxi at old Forum, p. SL-10 

Demolitions? p. SL-10

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

FOR SALE
CONDO IN GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

SOLD
NUNS ISLAND

California style villa :  This magnifi cent home 
off ered breathtaking water and garden views. 
It featured 4+1 beds, 3+1 baths and access to 
Club Marins’s sports center.      

FOR SALE
MAGNIFICENT CONDOMINIUM

FOR SALE
SPECTACULAR PENTHOUSE

Quinzecent: Stylish corner unit with 
panoramic river and city views from every 
room. 26 foot long balcony. Luxuriously 
appointed with premium amenities. 

MLS 178005108

Nun’s Island Berlioz: Renovated upper unit. 
Stunning 2-story condominium with 2 beds, a 
large mezzanine, featuring cathedral ceilings 
and a large rear balcony/terrace.

MLS 18047455  

Géraldine Libraty
Real Estate Broker

514.962.5563
glibraty@sothebysrealty.ca

$648,000  $1,999,000 + txs

Dr. Penfi eld: Prime location within walking 
distance of the downtown core and McGill. 
Renovated 2-bdr, 2+1-bth, garage. Communal 
rooftop terrace and gym.         

MLS 20673103  

$798,000

Westmount is more than a 
market to us, it’s home.

Incredible opportunity to own this spacious 1,990 sq. ft. 2-storey upper duplex condo ideally located in a highly walkable part 
of Westmount and close to schools, parks, Westmount library, shopping and public transportation. Featuring 4 bedrooms, 
2+1 bathrooms, beautiful terraces on both levels, including one directly accessible from the kitchen, and approximately  
300 sq. ft. of additional storage space. 1 parking. Move in and enjoy, or renovate to your taste. $1,395,000 | MLS 16773617 

Sotheby’s International Realty Quebec Real Estate Agency is Independently Owned And Operated. Residential & Commercial Real Estate Brokers. 

groupkck.com  514.933.2055
Karen Karpman | Ariane Biagini Cowper | Allyson Kassie

We’ve grown up here, live here, and 
have been privileged to help many 

families buy and sell in the community 
we know & love.   

As life evolves, so do your needs.  
Let’s talk about what’s next.

INTRODUCING | 1 CHURCH HILL AVE. | WESTMOUNT

Dawson remembers, 
20 years after shooting 

By Martin C. Barry 

A former Quebec premier as well as 
Westmount’s mayor and the city of Mon-
treal’s current police chief were among the 
many attendees who gathered on Septem-
ber 11 in the Peace Garden outside Dawson 
College for a commemoration of the tragic 
shooting that took place there 20 years ago. 

On September 13, 2006, Dawson stu-
dent Anastasia De Sousa was killed, 19 
others were wounded and countless stu-
dents, employees, families and others were 
profoundly affected by the events that 
unfolded at the CEGEP. 

In the years that followed, the Dawson 
community committed to teaching peace 
and promoting well-being. 

One of its first collective acts was to sup-
port a grassroots initiative that raised funds 
to create the Peace Garden on the college 
grounds, which since then has become a 

lasting space for reflection, remembrance 
and hope. 

“This is a very sad day to be remembe-
ring,” Westmount mayor Michael Stern 
said in an interview with the Independent. 
“Our thoughts, of course, are with the 
family who continue to suffer their loss on 
a daily basis. We must make sure this 
never happens again.” 

In an address, the college’s former 
director general, Richard Filion, who had 
been in the job for only about a year when 
the shooting happened, described the 
impact. “The Dawson community was in 
total shock,” he said, adding that there were 
no warning signs. 

Although Dawson College had an em -
ergency plan to deal with natural disasters 
or technological disruptions, there was 
nothing for an active shooter. 

Dawson College’s director general Toby Harper-Merrett speaks during the commemorative ceremony 
held in the CEGEP’s Peace Garden on September 11.

continued on p. 5
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Thank you, Mayor Stern, 
for the roadwork 

This spring was Armageddon for our 
road network in Westmount, possibly the 
worst I’ve ever seen. It has gone from an 
inconvenience to becoming a safety con-
cern. 

I recognize the need to fix other assets 
in the city like city hall, the library and the 
greenhouse, but at the end of the day most 
people spend very little actual time in these 
facilities. 

The roads, on the other hand, EVERY-
ONE uses – all the time. 

So on that note, I wanted to extend a 
thanks and offer credit to Mayor Stern and 
the city councillors for prioritizing the 
road-work this past summer. Just before 
the back-to-school rush in mid-August 
(very smart timing), I witnessed convoys 
of workers and trucks re-surfacing roads 
like Côte St. Antoine, Montrose and many 
others – on top of the major infrastructure 
work being done on several other key 
arteries, where sidewalks and under-
ground infrastructure were being replaced. 

I appreciate the urgency to re-pave 
streets and understand that funds aren’t 
unlimited, but the safety of residents 
should come into focus. 

My son, riding his bike to school in 
June, took a nasty spill on Côte St. Antoine, 
hitting a deep depression in the road. He 
had a concussion, even with a helmet! I 
was absolutely livid as he was unable to 
write exams. 

We can’t fix everything at once and 
surely we can’t afford the full re-construc-
tion of every sidewalk, road and sewer at 
the same time, but we can selectively re-
pave whole sections of road. I’m glad the 

mayor decided to order it done and make 
it a priority! 

Yes, it’s a bit of a quick fix, but doing 
nothing is simply not a viable option any 
more. As a resident, improved infrastruc-
ture and roadwork is not only noticeable 
to the taxpayer, but highly valued. 

Thank you, Mayor Stern, city council 
and the fine Public Works department of 
Westmount, which does a great job. Keep 
it up! 

Next on the list: The Boulevard!! 
PLEASE DO SOMETHING as the time 
has come to conquer this dilapidated artery 
(summer 2027, not summer 2030)! 

David Perlman, Belmont Ave. 

We don’t want to move from 
Melville – Please support us 

I’m Steve Levy, a 73-year-old divorced 
father of four sons, aged 22 to 28. We are 
in our 10th year living here at 325 Melville. 

Our landlord informed us of his inten-
tion to demolish or renovate this five-unit 
rental building and replace it with a single-
family home for their primary residence, 
therefore EVICTING ME AND MY 
FAMILY. 

My children’s schools, workplaces and 
support networks of family and friends are 
all located nearby. Based on current market 
conditions, comparable housing in the 
area would cost at least double our current 
rent. 

I work from home. My eldest son Jared 
works nearby and also works from home 
training AI. My son Jonah is a leather arti-
san who works from home and exhibits 
each year at the Westmount artisan fair. 
My son Mason works from home design-
ing and making clothing for vintage cloth-
ing shops, and he also has a dog-sitting 

business here in Westmount. My son Max 
is in political science at Concordia Univer-
sity and also has a part-time job. 

We are all members of the YMCA and 
often play tennis in the park. We support 
all the local food shops and restaurants in 
the neighbourhood. 

My brother Irwin and his family have 
been living nearby in Westmount for over 
35 years. My other brother Harvey, who 
passed away in December, and his wife 
Phyllis moved to a seniors’ home here in 
Westmount a couple years ago. My best 
friend Elliot and his family bought a condo 
in Westmount a few years ago, after I con-
vinced them to make the move from Côte 
St. Luc. 

WE DON’T WANT TO MOVE. 
There will be a public meeting at West-

mount city hall on Tuesday, October 13 at 
6 pm to discuss the proposed demolition 
permit for this building. 

Anyone is welcome to attend, speak 
their mind and show their support. 

Steve Levy, Melville Ave. 

Westmount Ave. BIXI stand 
raises specific, general-
governance questions 

In the August 18 issue (p. 4), I wrote 
about the BIXI station installed on my 
Westmount Ave. frontage, opposite Roslyn 
elementary. I have since obtained the city’s 
file. It is short. 

The station was never meant to be here. 
Through January, it was planned for West-
mount and Lansdowne. In March, after a 
presentation to elected officials, the coun-
cillor for the district asked that it be moved 
to my corner, because the Lansdowne site 
sat in front of house entrances and mine, 
as he saw it, did not. BIXI measured, the 
city agreed, and it was settled by email. 
Nobody came to look. 

Had they come, they would have seen 
a driveway a few feet away, a school cross-
ing, a canopy of mature trees over the solar 
panel, and nowhere for a service vehicle to 
lawfully stop. 

Take stock. The school does not want it: 
Roslyn’s principal has told city officials in 
person that it adds congestion at the cross-
ing and risk for children. The residents do 
not want it: neighbours have filed noise 
complaints, service trucks stop in the road-
way, and one servicing came at 1:30 in the 
morning on a Sunday and woke the street. 

The solar panel will never work under 
those trees, facing north up a hill; it has 
been disconnected, and BIXI now delivers 
batteries by hand, which is a strange way 
to pursue an environmental benefit. The 
drivers do not want it either: Westmount 
Public Security has issued tickets to BIXI’s 
own service drivers, payable personally, for 

obstructing the driveway while servicing it 
– the city is fining the operator’s employees 
for doing the job the city’s siting decision 
requires of them. And the station cannot 
lawfully be restocked, which BIXI appears 
to have accepted: the re-stocking truck no 
longer comes. Why is the stand there? 

The city’s file contains no safety assess-
ment for this location, no policy defining 
what “in front of a residence” means, and 
no council resolution authorizing the 
placement. I am told moving it now re -
quires a council decision. Installing it ap -
parently did not. Why should it take an 
access-to-documents request to learn how 
a bike stand was sited? 

When I raised these concerns with my 
councillor, his reply was that I was doing a 
fine job advocating for myself. He has not 
answered an email since. 

At that site visit, city officials told me 
five more stations are planned, some in 
front of homes. I would ask the city to visit 
those frontages, and to speak to the people 
who live on them, before the equipment 
arrives. A perfect catchment on a map has 
to be balanced against what the site 
actually does on the ground. That balance 
was never struck here. 

Nicolas Ellis, Roslyn Ave. 

Westmount being materially 
changed without notice, 
resident input 

Westmount is an exceptional creation, 
built by the residents for its residents, a 
150-year partnership between the commu-
nity and its civic leaders. This unique rela-
tionship is now being torn down brick by 
brick. 

There is an intense, ongoing debate 
over Mayor Michael Stern’s claim that the 
voices of residents are being heard. Equally 
troubling are the missing voices from most 
of council and the city administration. 

Here are key events. 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU): The 

most consequential citywide zoning 
change in decades was passed on July 7. 
What are the implications for Westmount? 
Complete silence at council, no resident 
input, no information session for resi-
dents. 

PAC changes: On August 4, council 
modified the terms under which the Plan-
ning Advisory Committee (PAC) will now 
operate, giving it undefined new flexibility. 
A perfunctory consultation session was 
held. Major concerns were raised: the in -
  creased potential for legal challenges and 
the uncertainty within the architectural 
community as to permissible design. Both 
were summarily dismissed. This by-law 
was promoted solely as an issue of major 
legal significance with an urgency to act. 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount. 
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Four councillors did not agree. They pro-
posed a far better approach: Examine the 
yet unknown implications, while rapidly 
moving ahead with the planned update of 
zoning and renovation guidelines. Re -
jected. 

New zoning override: “Framework Res-
olution – Exceptional Powers in Urban 
Planning” was approved March 17. It gives 
council new authority under certain con-
ditions to override local zoning. What does 
this mean? Total silence from both council 
and city. 

The long-promised Report on Infrastruc-
ture: On March 17, Mayor Stern announced 
that the state of Westmount’s infrastruc-
ture would be reported to council in April, 
then released to residents in May. Where 
is it? Critical to future financing decisions 

is knowing the cost to bring all city infra-
structure up to standard including Hydro 
Westmount. 

A contributor recently wrote: “A munici-
pality is not a corporation, nor is a mayor 
a CEO.” Perfectly put! 

When shareholders are not happy with 
a corporation’s direction, they sell their 
shares. Selling homes is not that simple. 
Shareholders can also annually vote to 
change the board and chairman. West-
mount residents can only replace council 
every four years. 

The broken trust between residents and 
council urgently needs re-building. The 
future of the Westmount we know and love 
depends on it. 

Denis Biro, 5000 de Maisonneuve 
Blvd., NDG

Letters to the editor

‘No handbook’ for healing 

Filion said that in the aftermath, they 
had to undertake a healing process – 
although “there was no handbook” to go by. 

“Our goal was to make sure that stu-
dents and employees would get back to the 
college as soon as possible to escape isola-
tion together with friends and peers to 
share pain and sadness and move on to 
other phases of their lives,” he said. 

“One of the most difficult moments of 
that episode in our lives was to lose this 
young beautiful lady named Anastasia,” 
said former premier Jean Charest, noting 
that he spoke on the phone with her par-
ents, Louise and Nelson De Sousa, after 
the shooting. 

He commended them for responding 
to the tragedy with dignity and generosity. 

“You accepted to transform that which 
for you was a terrible loss into something 
that served as an inspiration for the whole 
community, and for this we are filled with 
gratitude,” he added.
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Dawson, cont’d from p. 3

NOW LEASING 
LUXURY SUITES 

A NEW STANDARD OF RENTAL LIVING

60 years 
of 

experience

Accident on Sept. 8 at Sherbrooke and 
Melville brings out many responders 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A collision between two cars September 
8 on Sherbrooke at Melville occurred when 
one was attempting a left turn on Sher-
brooke, Public Security officials said. 

Urgences Santé and the fire department 
also turned up as well as police, who took 
over the investigation. 

Both drivers were described as out of 
their cars, one complaining of pain in the 
head and neck, reported as possibly due to 
the car’s air bag inflating. The other was 
“suffering shock.” Injuries were described 
as “minor” and neither driver was taken to 
hospital. 

Both had been eastbound at the time 

when one attempted a left turn. 
Both cars were towed away at 9:30 am. 

Work stopped on 
Labour Day area of 
Clarke and St. Catherine 

Work was stopped September 7 on 
Labour Day, a legal holiday, at a con -
struction site at the corner of Clarke and 
St. Catherine, Public Security officials 
said. 

The work was reported as involving the 
transfer of debris at the back of a building. 
The contractor was informed that the work 
was not permitted on a legal holiday, and 
was stopped.
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Approved at close to $900,000 

Thornhill-Stanton staircase project to last through November 
 By Laureen Sweeney 

A project to re-build the public staircase 
leading up the steep cliff to Thornhill from 
the top of Stanton St. beside the parking 
lot behind the city’s protective services 
property is slated to last until the end of 
November. It was approved at the city 
council meeting June 2 at a cost of some 
$897,000. 

The work has been under way since 
August 11, reducing some parking spaces 
on both Stanton and Thornhill as required 
by the contractor. 

The work includes complete demolition 
of the existing staircase, including founda-
tions, walls, steps, guardrails and a lamp-
post. 

Also included is reinstatement of the 
existing stones as well as installation of 
new stones in the retaining walls, installa-
tion of new lighting and improvement of 
the drainage system. 

The contract was awarded at the council 
meeting June 2 to Construction Arcade, 
described as the lowest compliant bidder 
in a resolution moved by Councillor Jeff 
Shamie, whose commissionership in -
cludes Public Works.

A major construction project under way at the dead-end of Stanton St. near the parking area used by the city’s protective services building involves 
the public staircase leading up and down the small cliff from Thornhill. “Souriez, les gars!” quipped the worker at left to his colleagues as this September 
11 photo was taken. Photo: Independent. 
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• Clean and adjust automatic controls, 
thermostat and safety limit controls 

• Brush out burners and heat exchangers 
• Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

• Lubricate motors and pumps as needed 
• Check for gas and combustion leaks 
• Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment 
• Check flue for satisfactory operation

Tune up includes the following:

The Time Is Here! 
CALL NOW: 514 990-1346

www.dhidirect.net 
dhiservicecalls@gmail.com

Despite tariffs, 
tradewars 

& elections… 
winter IS 

coming. Now 
is the time to 
verify your 

gas heat and 
hot water.

445 rue Deslauriers 
St-Laurent QC 

H4N IW2

Police Report 

Brute force fails in attempt 
to steal Honda SUV 
By Martin C. Barry 

The attempted theft of a compact sport 
utility vehicle as well as a three-wheeled 
bike in Westmount last week could serve 
to illustrate that no one is spared when 
dealing with determined thieves, even if 
the theft itself is unsuccessful. 

Around 5:30 pm on September 7, 
according to a complaint filed at the Mon-
treal police’s Station 12 on Stanton St., a 
brute force attempt was made to break into 
a Honda SUV that was parked outside 4500 
St. Catherine St., a block south of West-
mount Park. 

“There was a witness that was walking 
in the street and he heard three bangs,” 
said Station 12 community relations officer 
Cst. Mike Yigit, reading from the incident 
report. 

“When he turned around, what he 
noticed was a suspect who was trying to 
break a window of the vehicle,” he con-
tinued. 

When the suspect failed to do so, ac -
cording to the report, he got into a waiting 

vehicle and drove off with two other sus-
pects who were on board. 

After so many car thefts in Westmount 
in recent years involving hi-tech and wire-
less apps to simply unlock and drive off 
with vehicles, Cst. Yigit acknowledged it 
was unusual to see a brute force approach 
being used. 

He said two eye-witnesses to the at -
tempt filed separate reports at Station 12. 
The suspects were described as three 
young males wearing hoodies. 

Adult tricycle stolen 

An adult tricycle parked in the under-
ground parking lot of a building at 4000 de 
Maisonneuve Blvd. was stolen sometime 
between 9 am and 9 pm on September 6 
in spite of being locked. 

The incident report described the bike, 
whose estimated value was $2,500, as 
being specially “adapted,” suggesting it had 
possibly been used by someone with 
restricted mobility. 

“It was left in the parking and it was 
locked,” said Cst. Yigit.
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Rent 
your next 
dream home 
Our dedicated service 
team will ensure that 
your rental experience 
with Groupe Copley 
is truly outstanding. 
Questions? Reach out 
info@groupecopley.com 
or 514 656-6437

Choose from our large 
selection of luxury homes 

for rent in Greater Montreal

View our homes on our new website: 

groupecopley.com

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• Pick-up/drop-off available 
514-932-1554

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

All makes, 
all models. 

All mechanical 
& body work, 
including to 

electric vehicles

Tire 
changes: 

15% off 
by Sept. 30

Remembering Leigh Lerner (1945-2026) 

Rabbi brought LGBTQ+ inclusion to Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom 
By Jennifer Ball 

Rabbi Leigh Lerner, whose more than 
five decades as a Reform rabbi were mark -
ed by a deep commitment to Judaism, 
social justice, religious freedom and build-
ing inclusive Jewish communities, died on 
September 5 in Las Vegas. He was 81. 

Temple is located at 4100 Sherbrooke 
St., corner Wood, and on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 15 between 7 pm and 9 pm a memorial 
service for him will be held there, as indi-
cated on the synagogue’s website. 

Grushcow: ‘Wisdom, warmth, devotion’ 

In an email sent to her congregation the 
week of September 7, current senior rabbi 
Lisa Grushcow wrote, “It is with profound 
sorrow that I share the news of Rabbi Leigh 
Lerner’s passing. 

“[He] served our congregation for 23 
years (1989 to 2012) as senior rabbi. He did 
so with wisdom, warmth and unwavering 
devotion. 

“After his retirement, he continued in 
the role of rabbi emeritus with dignity and 
grace, enabling us to go from strength to 
strength. He also embraced the opportun-
ity to spend time with his beloved Loren 

and their family, and continue to travel, 
teach, and write… 

“[He] was deeply learned, and equally 
compassionate. He loved Judaism, and he 
loved this community. He stood with so 
many of you on the bima, under the chup-
pah, and at graveside; he sat with you at 
hospitals and shivas; he preached and 
taught with insight and humour; he shared 
your joys and helped carry your burdens. 

“There is so much more that can and 
will be said in the coming days. Please 
know we are committed to honouring 
Rabbi Lerner’s memory and legacy at 
Temple.” 

Early life 

Rabbi Lerner was born in 1945 at Fort 
Snelling, Minnesota and he received his 
AB from Duke University. He was ordain -
ed by Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion in Cincinnati in 1972. He 
began serving Mount Zion Temple in St. 
Paul as assistant rabbi in 1971 and became 
senior rabbi in 1975, serving until 1989. In 
1989, he moved to Montreal to become 
 senior rabbi of Temple Emanu-El-Beth 
Sholom. 

He was a strong advocate for LGBTQ+ 

inclusion. In 1996, under his leadership, 
Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom amended 
its by-laws to include same-sex couples 
under family membership. 

In her email to the congregation, Rabbi 
Grushcow said she had been in touch with 
Rabbi Lerner’s widow Loren Lerner to con-
vey Temple’s heartfelt sorrow and support. 
Once she knows the date of the funeral, 
she will also announce an evening of shiva 
at Temple.

Photo courtesy of Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom. 

“I can lose patience,” adding “I can do 
better.” 

Issues: Argyle, climate, bus route 

Close to 20 residents were heard. Their 
concerns ranged from the recent one-way 
designation for Argyle Ave., to climate 
change and a request from a resident of 
Chesterfield for the city to provide a way 
for residents without a parking apron to 
re-charge an electric car. 

Also questioned was the recent use by 
STM busses of Lansdowne south of Sher-
brooke, a block not wide enough to accom-
modate them, explained resident and 
form er mayor Karin Marks.

Council, cont’d from p. 2



Children’s banquet caps another half-year of local sports 
By Martin C. Barry 

While proud parents sat in the balcony, 
hundreds of excited children filled the 
main auditorium of Victoria Hall on the 
evening of September 2 as Westmount 
Sports and Recreation marked the con-
clusion of another spring and summer sea-
son with awards for teams and players. 

Long tables set up to accommodate the 
more than 200 young team athletes and 
their coaches nearly filled the room, as vol-
unteers made their way through a pande-
monium of youthful exuberance to serve 

pizza, pop and chips. 
Mayor Michael Stern and District 7 

councillor Matt Aronson handed out some 
of the trophies and medallions. As always, 
Sports and Recreation staff ran the event 
efficiently, beginning just after 6 pm and 
finishing by 7 pm, as scheduled. 

SPORTSMANSHIP & MOST IMPROVED 
award for BASEBALL CLINIC: 
Alessandro Di Gregorio, Trafford How. 

SPORTMANSHIP award for INTER CITY 
BASEBALL: Noah Fox, Whitaker 
Dow Lindsay, Haowei Zhang. 

MOST IMPROVED award for INTER CITY 
BASEBALL: Alex Mantha, Leo Javier, 
Alexander Kobelansky. 

MOST IMPROVED for FLAG FOOTBALL: 
Kenneth Simmons, Theo Courey. 

Award for FLAG FOOTBALL: 
Jerry Chien, Kennedy Adam. 

Medals to GIRLS U12/16 SOCCER 
CHAMPIONS: Team: CALGARY. 
Ariella Wilner, Caroline San Gregorio, 
Elizabeth San Gregorio, Emma Fried, 
Emma Christiana Voltasio, Erin Eom, 
Eva Nahorniak, Fallon Wilner, Laurence 
Renauld, Lilya Ouahid, Malika Al Mohsen, 
Margaux Himmel, Nguyen Ha Linh 
Pham, Nilaram Karamikheyrabad, 
Olivia Lee, Raegan Piccioni, Sofia Azana 
Manrique, Victoria Retter, Viola Bernier. 
Coaches: William Nahorniak & 
Marta Manrique. 

SPORTSMANSHIP awards 
for GIRLS U12/16 SOCCER: 
Jiwoo Park, Eva Nahorniak, 
Jeanne Roscini and Elizabeth Colby. 

Medals to BOYS U14/16 SOCCER 
CHAMPIONS: Team: PERU. Adam 
Schwertani, Arthur Sala, Emile Bouchard, 
Euibin Jeong, Harrison Francis, 
Harry Garschagen, Hugo Gibbons, 
James Burhop, Liam Ross, Lincoln Sala, 
Paul Maugg, Shea Uttamchandani, 
Souleymane Traore, Theodore Finch, 

William McCutcheon, 
Coaches: Emlyn McCutcheon, Sean 
Francis & Rishi Uttamchandani. 

SPORTSMANSHIP awards 
for BOYS U14/16 SOCCER: 
Matthew Gelber, Ivan Malyguine, 
Souleymane Traore, William Schwartz. 

Medals BOYS U12/13 SOCCER 
CHAMPIONS: (TIE) Team: JAPAN & 
SWEDEN. Alexander Perlman, Alexandre 
Mantha, Antoine Ghoche, Charles Landry, 
Charles Davet, Dongjin Shin, Dustin 
(Zijin), Ge Hogun Lee, Elliott Irvine, Jude 
Guyot, Felix Lyon Potter, Juki Hasegawa, 
Jaeyoon Kim, Leo Petruccelli, James 
RH Brown, Liam MacKinnon, Max Liu, 
Mackenzie Grant-Jelaca, Moses 
Hauerstock, Miko Nahorniak, Noah Fox, 
Nate Cohen, Sander Ellingsen, Oscar 
Vamos-Darwish, Sidney Shahin, Ryker 
Burke, Zachary Guay and Tomas Montero 
Araya. Coaches: Andrew Potter & Thibault 
Javet – William Nahorniak. 

SPORTSMANSHIP awards of U12/13 
BOYS SOCCER: 
Noah Fox, Charles Yane, Hogun Lee, 
William Lewis. Honorable Mention 
(call-ups): Ulises Pastor, Ian Walonoski, 
Cyril Pelsise-D’Anselme, Luca Falsiroli. 

Medals GIRLS U10/11 SOCCER 
CHAMPIONS: Team: MONCTON. Alba 
Grassi Tropea, Amber Purmal, Elizabeth 
Harrington, Emma Khazzam, Hayley 
Frenkiel, Isabella Brown, Julia Camacho, 
Lara Martin, Lola Garcia-Rejon, 
Mackenzie Grigsby, Margot Conrad, 
Morgan Piccioni, Sasha Halton-Kunitzky, 
Valentina Brown. Coaches: Rita Grigsby, 
Brett Purmal & Mike Khazzam. 

SPORTSMANSHIP awards U10/11 GIRLS 
SOCCER: Xinlin Huang, Jasmine Wright, 
Reece Doyon, Lola Garcia-Rejon. 

Medals BOYS U10/11 SOCCER 
CHAMPIONS Team: POLAND. Charles 
Khazzam, Evan Flores, Hisao Canel, 
Hugo Chemin, Jack Himmel, Jeongwan 

Moon, Liam Haffar, Mathys Mossop, 
Maximilian Fried, Nicholas Finch, Nikan 
Shayesteh, Oliver Glick, Owen Buntin, 
Radman Lalehgani and Shay Wiseman. 
Coaches: Michael Mossop & 
Gabriel Flores. 

SPORTSMANSHIP awards U10/11 BOYS 
SOCCER: Louis Donzé, Olivier Glick, 
Ian Walonoski, Arthur Chapheau, 
Noah Himmier, Kieran Tinker. 

Medals GIRLS U8/9 SOCCER 
CHAMPIONS: Team: SHERBROOKE. 
Amélia Nixon, Anabelle Retter, Aoi 
Tanabe, Clara Smirnov, Ella Camacho, 
Ella Smirnov, Filippa Lawler, Leigh 
Schwartz, Lette Belfils, Lilly Watchorn, 
Maya Vukov, Octavie Smets, Sofia 
Lafortune and Victoria Labbé. Coaches: 
Michael Watchorn & Tanya De Toledo. 

SPORTSMANSHIP awards U8/9 GIRLS 
SOCCER: Beatrice Garcia-Rejon, Kaia 
Moosavi, Gemma Gold, Aoi Tanabe, 
Layla Knecht, Charlotte Rivest. 

BOYS U8/9 SOCCER CHAMPIONS: 
Team: AUSTRALIA. Benjamin Singleton, 
Charles Hebert, Dov Gewurz, Elliot 
Sharestan, Hamnett Hill jr, Hayne Choi, 
Holt Lewis, Lucas Doyon, Luke Pathy, 
Matteo Ferrari-Sabbagh, Milo Bogdaneris, 
Oscar Row, William Chagnon. 
Coaches: Todd Lewis & Carla Bogdaneris. 

SPORTSMANSHIP awards U8/9 BOYS 
SOCCER: Victor Wagner, Pim Edens, 
Hudson Shapiro Stotland, Charles 
Hebert, Cashel Francoeur, Remi Sanders, 
Emery Morin-Sutton, Adam Zarrabian. 

See photos on p. 1 and p. 11
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and 
 references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Professional housekeeper 

Professional housekeeper: cleaning, cooking, elderly and child 
care. With references. 438-787-7630.

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

PRIDHAM’S 
AUCTIONS & 
APPRAISALS 

-OTTAWA- 
Fine & Decorative Arts 

Call for an 
appointment 

1-877-533-5877 
www.pridhams.ca

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Above, from left, Mayor Michael Stern is seen here with Noah Fox, Haowei Zhang, Leo Javier and Whitaker Dow Lindsay, winners of Baseball Inter-
city Sportsmanship & Most Improved Awards, along with sports coordinator Kai Duenez. 
Below, U12/16 Girls Soccer Team Champions: Team Calgary, from left, top row: coach William Nahorniak, Erin Eom, Emma Fried, Margaux Himmel, 
Ariella Wilner, Sofia Azana Manrique, Eva Nahorniak, Lilya Ouahid, coach Marta Manrique and sports coordinator Alyssa Sherrard; bottom row: 
Victoria Retter, Fallon Wilner and Viola Bernier. Photos: Martin C. Barry

Knowlton, Lac Brome 
Idyllic 6 bedroom country property set amidst 150 acres. 
Perfect family retreat in a stunning location with a 
tennis court, swimming pool and barn/pool house with 
additional accommodation. Only 5 mins from the centre 
of Knowlton. Available for winter or annual rental. 
For further details please contact clid82@yahoo.com



Young Balto – How cute are you? 

As an energetic and affectionate two-
year-old, handsome Balto is set for an 
active family. He is presently at the Mon-
treal SPCA kennel and in need of a perma-
nent home with joy and play. 

Balto is a very healthy youngster, up to 
date with his inoculations, neutered and 
microchipped. He is at a stage of confi-
dence building, so he is ready to catch up 
with a home routine and a family dynamic, 
preferably without small children as he still 
has a lot of puppy exuberance. He enjoys 

being outdoors and is sometimes shy with 
other dogs. He is a bit selective as he 
doesn’t have regular buddies in a neigh-
bourhood. 

By reaching out through the Montreal 
SPCA website at www.spca.com, you can 
refer to his information page through his 
identification number, 2000469865. You 
can then plan your visit as the shelter is 
open every day, from Monday to Friday 
from 3 pm to 8 pm, with Saturday and Sun-
day from 11 am to 6 pm. It is located at 5215 
Jean Talon St. West, Côte des Neiges, Mon-
treal H4P 1X4. 

Balto is waiting for your visit, and the 
adoption coordinators will be pleased to 
introduce you while discussing your inter-
est and family plans for integration into 
your family. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Precious LadyLove 

What a funny beauty! Young LadyLove 
is in a foster home for the Montreal SPCA, 
where she is settling in and playing happily 
as she becomes more secure with the 
family. 

A beautiful white angora with a lovely 
black cap and large green eyes, she is cuddly 
and enjoys being petted. LadyLove is a very 
healthy two-year-old, up to date with her 

inoculations, spayed and microchipped. 
If you would like more information on 

her, please refer to the Montreal SPCA 
website at www.spca.com, then scroll to 
her information page from her identifica-
tion number, 2000346361. 

As LadyLove is in a foster home and not 
in the cattery at the shelter, please click on 
the “Fill out the form” black rectangle to 
open the enquiry page, where you will pro-
vide your contact information and family 
interest in her. The adoption coordinators 
will be able to tell you more about her and 
work towards a family placement with you 
to enjoy this affectionate companion. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

12 – September 15, 2026 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

Pet Page 
sponsored BY▶

Dr. Sébastien Kfoury 
v.m., IPSAV – Owner

Open minds and modern care.

Come meet the team!

514-487-5300
Text message 438-498-4450 

349 Victoria Avenue 
www.westmountvet.com

Hôpital
vétérinaire We are back.

New team, same passion.

Dr. Anne-Frédérik Drolet 
v.m.

Dr. François Ste-Marie 
Chamberland v.m.

Dre Lara Cohen 
v.m.
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Miriam Foundation’s golf tourney raises 
more than $400k for autism/intellectual disabilities 

One never knows with Montreal 
weather, but the Miriam Foundation’s 2026 
golf tournament was lucky: the day was 
splendid. 

Held at Golf Saint-Raphael, it attracted 
not only golf aficionados – and great 
players! – but athletes. 

Noted were Guy Carbonneau (Montreal 
Canadiens), Marc-Olivier Brouillette 
(former Montreal Alouettes), and current 
Montreal Alouettes players Davis Alex-

ander, Jerreth Sterns and Tyler Snead. 
Foundation board members present 

were Pierre-Etienne Simard (chair), Joel 
Paquin (vp), Les Erdle, Tyna Jallet, Nick 
Meti, Dino Farrese, Peter Snyder and Linda 
Smith. 

Local res Mose Persico was MC and 

auctioneer for the live auction. The success 
of the playful day was driven by the hard-
working committee: honorary chair Nick 
Loffreda and event chair Daniel Ahmarani 
worked with committee members Nadia 
Champagne, Dino Far-
rese, Danny Lazar, Alex continued on p. 14

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Event chairs Daniel Ahmarani and Nick Loffreda. Linda Smith, Guy Carbonneau and Susan Alper.
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Meti, Dominic Meti, Nick Meti and Peter 
Snyder. 

Sponsors/supporters included the 
Mirella and Lino Saputo Foundation, 
Baker Tilly Montreal, Cultures Gen V, 
Fetter Financial Corporation, Fiera Capital 
and Olymbec. 

The fun event raised over $400,000 in 
support of individuals with autism spec-

trum disorder (ASD) and intellectual dis-
abilities (ID), as well as their families and 
the professionals who support them. 

“Monies raised means more children 
can access early intervention, more teens 
can discover their strengths, more adults 
can build independence, and more 
families can find the guidance and support 
they need,” commented Warren Greens-
tone, CEO Miriam Foundation. 

As one of Canada’s longest-running 
charitable golf events, the Miriam Founda-
tion’s annual tournament remains a cor-
nerstone of the organization’s fundraising 
efforts. Founded in 1973, the foundation is 
a not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
funding comprehensive clinical, educa-
tional and leisure programs offered 
through the Gold Learning & Research 
Centre.
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Social notes, cont’d from p. 13

Snuff Bottles

Mose Persico. Warren Greenstone, Davis Alexander, Jerreth Sterns and Tyler Snead. 

We compound medication 
for your pet 

Flavoured medicine, chosen format 
(capsules, treats/pastes, liquids, creams). 

It’s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

J o s e p h  M a r o v i t c h  
Real Estate Broker 514-825-8771 

COROZALITO BLUE RESERVE, COSTA RICA 
Visionary design, nature & smart investment 

Condos & single homes – 2-5 Bdrs 
Call for further information 

JOSEPHMAROVITCHREALESTATE.COM 
Remax Action Inc., 1225 Greene Ave, Westmount

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve 

the right to choose and edit them. 
Please limit to 300 words and 
submit before Friday 10 am. 

Email us at: 
david@westmountindependent.com
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If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and 

al Bank of Canada. ® / ™ T

comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to 
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member 
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Roy Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
2025. All rights reserved. 25_90301_B8B_001 (01/2025)

professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 40 years. It is central to how we manage 
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it 
is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our 
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio 
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across 
Canada, with over $8 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

Jean-François Dion, 
Senior Portfolio Manager, 

dvisor
or Sholom Tabak, 
Senior Wealth A r,
at 514-878-4216

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal 

kentwealth.com
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JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

Visit all my properties 

jillprevost.com
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

514.591.0804

You needn’t put a “For Sale” sign out today, 

To start thinking about what could come your way. 

A condo with friends, a lock-and-leave life, 

Less worry, less maintenance, perhaps less strife.

Take stock of your home while the weather is kind, 

Declutter the spaces you’ve meant to un-wind. 

Begin with the closets, the basement, the drawers, 

Decide what still matters—and what matters no more.

Before winter, check the roof, the windows and stone, 

The furnace, the garden, the things you’ve long known. 

Then make your list slowly—there’s no need to race; 

The luxury of time is a wonderful place.

If selling next year is quietly on your mind, 

September is the moment to see what you might find. 

A little foresight now can make the future much clearer, 

And make your Next Chapter feel that much nearer.

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

Thinking of making a move, 
but unsure where to start? Call me!

Why Start Planning Your Next Chapter Now?

Client Testimonial 
“Selling our home felt overwhelming at first. Jill 

helped us take it one step at a time— and turned 
what felt daunting into an exciting new beginning. 

Don’t let the fear of change scare you. 
We LOVE our next chapter!” –  MG


