
Community picnic, Westmount-style 

The city’s first known event billed as a “community picnic” took place in warm, sunny weather Sep-
tember 19 in Westmount Park next to the playground and overlooking the lagoon. Families spread 
out blankets, enjoyed the food and drink that they brought with them and played ball. Even a few 
ducks joined them. Photo: Laureen Sweeney

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
Weekly Vol. 20 No. 9d September 22, 2026We are Westmount.

Marking birth or adoption 

City launches ‘Born to Bloom’ 
project for new parents 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city is set to launch a special project 
this week to celebrate regeneration of the 
population by offering resident families 
with a newborn or adopted child a free tree 
“as a living symbol of growth and renewal.” 

The tree is to be planted either on pri-
vate property, where responsibility for its 
planting and maintenance lies with the 

resident, or in a municipal park for which 
this will be undertaken by Public Works. 

The program’s aim is to create “a lasting, 
meaningful memory for families while 
enriching the urban forest and en hancing 
the en viron ment for future generations.” 

Details on website 

While the program 
was announced by 

Custom Orthotics 
Sports Injury 
All feet related issues

Our podiatrists: 
Dr William Constant 
Dr Sur Pio Yip 
Dr Anne-Marie Duchaine
Your first 
step to 
healthier feet!

514-439-5112 
245 Victoria #525, Westmount
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To remain: foundations, in-use prep building 

City’s dilapidated greenhouse ruins 
to be partially removed for safety 
By Laureen Sweeney 

After many years of indecision and sug-
gestions for use, the city’s unused green-
houses are on the way to being demol-
ished. These are the ones that still stand 
with broken panes of glass and remnants 
of what once were exotic plants for display 
and seasonal planting. 

One that is still in use will remain, 
mainly for preparing the city’s spring and 
fall flower shows, and other display pur-
poses. 

The work was approved on a contract 
awarded by city council September 9 at a 
total cost of some $125,545 to Delsan A.I.M 
Inc. 

“It’s difficult to explain,” stated Coun-
cillor Shawn Moss in moving the resol-
ution at the meeting, which describes the 

project as the “partial demolition of the 
production greenhouses.” This involves 
the steel frames that hold the glass. 

To be rendered safe 

It was further described by Councillor 
Jonathan Chomski as “inherited from the 
previous council after years of indecision” 
and was “a lesson in how we must main-
tain our buildings.” The area must now be 
“rendered safe.” 

Standing in overgrown weeds – inside 
and out – the dilapidated greenhouses 
were originally part of some six before two 
were removed in 1994 to make way for 
expanding the library to the south. 

The greenhouse complex was originally 
created for the city to grow the summer 
plantings, which, in gen -
 eral, are now purchased continued on p. 11

continued on p. 8
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4660 Av. Bonavista #202, Westmount Adj.
$649,000

Your Property. Our Priority.

$1,795,000
464 Av. Argyle, Westmount

348 Av. Wood, Westmount
$2,845,000

$459,000 or $2,100/M

3448 Rue Stanley, Golden Square Mile
$4,250,000 + GST/QST $1,995,000

93 Hallowell Street, Westmount
$1,285,000

41 Ch. Lakeshore
Morin-Heights  $1,550,000

130 Ch. du Vieux-Club 
Ivry-sur-le-Lac  $4,495,000

1210 Rue Redpath-Crescent, Golden Square Mile 
$2,995,000

254 Av. Olivier, Westmount
$1,695,000

2 Rue Westmount-Square #801, Westmount
$1,295,000

$4,200,000
5 Av. Rosemount, Westmount

$1,298,000
215 Av. Redfern #105, Westmount

514.400.7653  



Man with no pulse 
falls into Sherbrooke St. 

By Laureen Sweeney 

A man appeared to have fallen in front 
of an eastbound Société de transport de 
Montreal (STM) bus on the southwest 
corner of Sherbrooke and Victoria Septem-
ber 12. 

Westmount Public Security arrived to 
assist, followed by the security of the STM, 
and then police and a fire truck. The 

responders were seen gathered around the 
man, administering CPR and working on 
him for some time while he was being pre-
pared for transport by the ambulance. 

Assistant Public Security director Kim-
berley Colquhoun said she was pleased 
that the PSOs were nearby and able to 
arrive on scene quickly to assist, and that 
STM supervisors were able to start CPR 
“as the man had no pulse.”
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NEW LISTING 

Mont-Royal | 895 Plymouth #104 
Stunning 3 -storey open-concept townhouse tucked away in a peaceful 

courtyard. Offering 4+1 bedrooms, 3+1 bathrooms, ground-floor den, 
private two-car garage and a spectacular 

outdoor terrasse. Truly turn-key! 
Centris #26890953 | Asking $1,665,000 

Visit my new website at junebaily.com

JUNE BAILY Real Estate Broker 

514.941.9105 june@junebaily.com 

junebaily.com Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest
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Le Sherbrooke condo 
1518 Sherbrooke West Apt 1124 

Great deal must sell! 
Luxurious 2 bedroom 
corner unit includes 
parking. 709 sq.ft. 
Fabulous amenities, 
close to Metro, 
green spaces. 
Great walking score. 
$819,000 
offers welcome Centris 9845594

Leslie Singerman 
Progressive Realties 
Real Estate Agency 

www.progressiverealties.com 

514-573-7922

Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

Live the life you’ve earned 
with elegance and comfort

Our caring and nurturing staff is here to meet 

your needs with grace and expertise 

Call and ask about our 

NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURY SUITES 
4430 St. Catherine West 

514-935-1212 
www.placekensington.com 

A Division of The Fairway Group

Police Report 

Authorities note just one vehicle theft, 
but multiple car break-ins 
By Martin C. Barry 

In addition to reporting the theft of a 
pick-up truck in Westmount last week, a 
spokesperson for Station 12 says they 
noticed a marked increase in the number 
of vehicles broken into in Westmount dur-
ing the same period. 

Sometime overnight from September 
15 to 16, a Toyota Tacoma mid-size pick-up 
that was parked on Columbia Ave. in lower 
Westmount disappeared by the time the 
owner, who is from the US, checked in the 
morning. 

According to the incident report filed at 
Station 12 on Stanton St., a vehicle-tracking 
system in the truck failed, either because 
of a system error or the perpetrator dis-
abled it. 

“For some reason, it was inactive,” said 
Montreal police community relations 
officer Cst. Mike Yigit. 

As there was no evidence of forced entry 
such as broken window glass on the 
ground where the truck had been parked, 
it is presumed a wireless method was used 

to override the on-board electronic security 
and engine ignition systems. 

Vehicle break-ins 

Last week, according to Cst. Yigit, there 
were at least two vehicle break-ins in West-
mount. 

However, he acknowledged there may 
have been more, as not all such incidents 
get reported by victims if nothing was 
stolen, although on-board security systems 
do sometimes record video of attempted 
intrusions. 

In one of the two vehicle break-in inci-
dents, on Sherbrooke St. around 1 pm on 
September 15, a witness reported seeing 
two suspects arrive in a grey SUV along-
side the targetted vehicle, after which they 
somehow succeeded in opening the pas-
senger compartment as well as the trunk. 

After entering, they left with a handbag, 
an Apple iPad and a pair of sunglasses, 
according to a victim’s report filed at Sta-
tion 12. 

The second vehicle break-in was on 
Dorchester Blvd. near Weredale Park road 

around 4 pm on September 17. 
A report was filed by a witness who saw 

a suspect breaking one of the vehicle’s win-
dows with a brick and then running off. 

“When the owner finally arrived, he 
noticed there was loose change missing 
from inside the vehicle,” said Yigit, adding 
that it amounted to around $20.

Provincial election 
coverage 

Liberals, p. 9 

PQ, p. 10 

Québec solidaire, p. 13 

CAQ, p. 13 

Canadian Party, p. 14 

Conservatives, p. 15 

Please note that the WMA 
has cancelled its September 23 

meet-the-candidates night 
at Victoria Hall.
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City says these signs are legal 
These election billboards on city land will remain because, accord-
ing to the city’s substitute city clerk, the Quebec Elections Act 
states: “Notwithstanding any inconsistent legislative or regulatory 
provision, election posters and billboards shall not be subject, 
during an election period, to any restriction or condition except 
as provided by this Act.” The act explicitly gives broad rights to 
place election billboards on municipal governments’ property 
(section 259.2), notably excluding their buildings; but prohibits 
them on “heritage immoveables” (259.4) and monuments, trees, 
fire hydrants and electrical towers (259.5). 
 Photos: Laureen Sweeney, bottom left, and D. Price.

◀ In Westmount Park at Melville and de Maisonneuve, September 
13. ▶ At Lansdowne and St. Catherine, September 11. 
▼ At Lansdowne and Sherbrooke, September 11. ▼ In Queen 
Elizabeth Gardens, at Sherbrooke and Vignal, August 31.
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Mylo was not cuddly 
I went to the SPCA on August 30 to see 

Mylo (from the Westmount A-dog-tions 
column “Cuddly Mylo” of August 18, p. 6). 

I had to go through the screening, 
where I was informed that he has high-
guarding behaviour for food and toys. He 
had broken out of two kennels at his orig-
inal home. All reasons for his surrender. 
He was at one shelter before being trans-
ferred to the SPCA, where at the time of 
my visit, he had been there for a month. A 
difficult space for a dog that doesn’t toler-
ate being confined. He will not allow walk -
ers to clip on his leash thus it is left on at 
all times, hence its presence in the photo. 

I was informed that he likes humans, 
but does not like to be petted, nor is he 
“CUDDLY” as advertised in his profile. 
This seven-year-old dog needs a lot of work 
and love. He requires a very dedicated per-
son who will make time to rehabilitate him 
so that he can regain some trust, and be 
able to feel safe to lead a happy life. 

The SPCA has maintained its COVID 
policy that anyone interested in adopting 
one of their animals should come prepared 
to take them home. I did not arrive by car. 
They said he would not tolerate a muzzle 
to ride the Metro. So, I was not permitted 
to even see him. I am not in the habit of 
adopting on a first visit. 

Does Lysanne Fowler, who wrote the 
article, visit each animal she writes profiles 
for? These huge description errors give 
false hope for interested adoptees and pro-
long the animals’ stays in a shelter. 

[By way of background: I] took my dog 
(a husky mix) through many training levels 
and have trained several dogs. 

Louise Chenevert, Montreal West 

Editor’s reply: Please also see Lysanne 
Fowler’s answer below. From my non-pet-
specialist and editor’s perspective, I am 
happy that you investigated thoroughly 
before adopting an animal. Any major per-
sonal acquisition should be carefully 
thought out beforehand, and even more so 
when that “item” is a living animal. 

There was wisdom on both sides. I am 
also happy that the SPCA shared its most 
up-to-date information with you, upfront, 
and stood by the protocols that it has found 
to be prudent. It is exactly what I would 
expect given its excellent reputation, a char-
acteristic shared by all the shelters that 
Lysanne chooses to work with. 

Pet-adoption columns should also be 
used as initial guides only, not as sales 
contracts or warranties, much less as “ad -
vertising.” Characterizing animal behav-
iour, which itself is subject to change and 
variation, is tricky and subjective. To name 
one past controversy: Some people’s dan-

gerous dog breed (i.e. pit bulls), which they 
would breed out of existence if they could, 
is another’s sweetie-pie. – DP. 
Lysanne Fowler’s reply: Dear, dear, dear. For 
anyone who has read this far, let me re -
assure you that the dog was adopted by a 
caring family who saw the good in him and 
he was not returned. So, he is safe and no 
longer in the kennel where he was met with 
such judgment for public consumption. 

Time goes by, but good values prevail. 
Let us all remember that the Montreal 
SPCA was founded on April 5, 1869, 157 
years ago this year. It was progressive and 
followed on British, French and American 
models and, as such, was the first animal 
welfare group in Canada. It was focused 
early on protecting work horses and has 
expanded to offer protection, shelter, vet-
erinary care, legislative breakthroughs and 
strong, unflinching enforcement in the 
face of ignorance, cruelty, exploitation or 
neglect. Directors, personnel, volunteers, 
veterinarians, rescues and donors of all 
types have been the backbone of this insti-
tution, of which we should all be very 
proud. Many, many Westmounters have 
served, volunteered and donated. They 
have also adopted repeatedly, from gener-
ation to generation. 

The SPCA is a rescue organization and, 
as such, it is a very full, busy and heart-
wrenching place. It has kennels for dogs. 
It is not a home breeder family environ-
ment. The situation there is often stressful 
on the animals as they are picked up as 
abandoned or left there, and have lost or 
never had family. In turn, my column fea-
tures them and other rescues whom I 
reach out to as a volunteer to support, or 
who ask us at the newspaper for support 
with placement and outreach opportun-
ities. There is always contact information 
and links to more information as available. 

Let me be clear. Never do we say no, 
never do we turn our backs, never do we 
walk away. Never is it about us. On this 
basis, as I do not know the person who 
wrote this letter and I do not know of the 
real events that might have transpired, I 
can only suggest that there was an oppor-
tunity to adopt any other dog, cat or small 
animal at the shelter. There was also an op -
portunity to become involved as a foster, a 
volunteer or a donor. That would follow in 
the gesture of compassion, generosity and 
thankfulness to those in shelter operations 
who do the constant hard work of saving 
creatures who have often been abused or 
neglected and of which some have re treat -
ed in their own trauma. It does take a com-
munity of kind hands to carry rescues forth 
to a better life. 

We in Westmount all have stories of res-
cue dogs and cats that we have taken in, 

gone to get, picked up, or stood in front of 
horror to offer a home to. Let those families 
write, please. Those are the letters to the 
editor that say proudly, “We are West-
mount; We are rescue.” 

Over the many years of volunteering, 
most of you have my email, my telephone 
number and my sms. And we speak on the 
street as we meet. I have heard from so 
many of you, with your interest but also 
with the stories of your families and the 
love you have to give to our dearest little 
companions in life. Thank you for all that 
you do. 

Shoddy management 
leading to greenhouses’ 
slated demolition 

When the city of Westmount finally 
undertook the renovation of the green-
house conservatory beside the library, most 
residents assumed all the greenhouse 
structures were included. This assumption 
was understandable since each building 
was part of the visit – the cactus section, 
the tropical section, the plantings etc. 

When it became clear only the main 
con servatory would be renovated, the ques-
tion became “What will happen to the rest 
of the greenhouses?” Now we know. 

A common tactic of shoddy (shady?) 
management – leave assets to molder and 
decay until the only option is demolition. 
It is criminal that there is no plan to re-
build. 

Has anyone asked Westmount residents 
what we think? I, for one, consider the 
greenhouses part of Westmount’s architec-
tural heritage and think they should be re-
built. 

Virginia Elliott, Hillside Ave. 

Cyclists ignore rules, 
pedestrians 

Allow me to share my experience with 
cyclists, all in the space of one hour, yes-
terday, Saturday [August 30]. 

I was walking north on St. Catherine 
across from The Liz [at Claremont]. Vehicu-
lar traffic was reduced to one lane on the 
east side [and going east]. A speeding cyclist 
came up behind me on the sidewalk. I did 
not hear him coming. Had I by chance 
taken one step to my right, he would have 
hit me. He didn’t appear to notice and car-
ried on. 

The second experience was at the corn -
er of de Maisonneuve and Marlowe [in 
NDG]. I was crossing northbound on the 
walk signal. A man and his two children 
were cycling west in the bike lane, on a red 
light, the father telling the children to 
speed up until he realized he was nearly 
upon me. He had the 
nerve to ask “Do you want 

Letters to the editor

continued on p. 8

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand-washed 
Never harsh 

machine cleaning 
Pet odour & urine 

treatment specialists 

Persian • Oriental 
• Silk • Wool • Antique 

• Wall-to-wall 
• Upholstery cleaning 
Also: fringe repair • binding 

• spot removal 

White-glove turn-key service 
Pick-up • Delivery 

• Re-installation

WESTMOUNT’S 
TRUSTED RUG & 

CARPET CLEANING 
SPECIALISTS
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me to stop?” Of course, I said yes, but not 
without suggesting he should teach his 
children to look out for pedestrians. 

The third encounter was at the corner 
of Sherbrooke and Claremont. I was cross-
ing diagonally on the four-way walk signal 
when yet another speeding cyclist side-
swiped me as he came upon me from be -
hind. I was not hurt, only truly shocked, as 
was a lady nearby who witnessed all this. 
The cyclist continued on his way with 
barely a glance behind him to see if I was 
still standing. 

It would appear that pedestrians take to 
the streets and sidewalks at our own risk. 
My white hair does not deter speeding 
 cyclists. 

Kathleen Dunn, Lansdowne Ave. 

Dog owners: Beware of 
Summit Woods’ mushrooms 

To those Westmount residents who rou-
tinely walk their dogs through Summit 
Woods, you should be aware that even 
when you abide by the rules around keep -
ing your dog unleashed on both sides of 
the designated and posted hours (when 
dogs are supposed to be leashed), the pre-
ponderance of wild mushrooms (especially 
now in the autumn) growing on old logs 
can have dire consequences for your ani-
mal companion. 

It’s especially dire for those who flout 
the rules all the time. 

Not all the mushrooms fruiting during 
this time are poisonous but many of them 
are. When you keep your dog unleashed, 
you’re running a great risk. Needless to say, 
the rules were posted several years ago in 
an attempt to keep the areas off trail as 
pristine as possible and to prevent dogs 
from chasing and possibly harming or 
harassing the full-time resident wildlife of 
the forest, which also include migrating 
birds. 

But the significant rainfall this summer 
has caused an explosion of fungi through-
out the woods on both sides of the trail that 
divides the lower section that borders 
Ridge wood and the upper section that 

straddles Summit Circle. Now, letting your 
dogs run free is just too much of a risk. 
Please keep your dogs leashed – for their 
own sake if nothing else. 

Eddie Paul, Côte des Neiges-NDG 

Homeowners should be 
heard about their streets 
A longer version of this email was sent to 
the city’s director general, mayor and 
councillors on September 5 

As a 24-year resident of Metcalfe, I am 
writing about the recent partial changes of 
Argyle, Kensington and Metcalfe to one-
way streets. 

What is the likelihood that changing 
parts of Argyle to one-way traffic will cause 
motorists to seek other paths to their des-
tinations, with probable traffic increases 
on Metcalfe, Côte St. Antoine, Mount Ste-
phen, Sherbrooke and Springfield? Can we 
have access to traffic consultant studies 
behind this decision? 

It seems doubtful that converting Met-
calfe to one-way will slow down traffic. 
Metcalfe was barely a two-way street before 
the change. Over the years that I have lived 
here, opposite-direction motorists have 
slowed to a fraction of the legal speed limit 
to pass each other as the only prudent way 
to avoid a collision. And this is still my ex -
perience on our other two-way residential 
streets. 

To what extent was this factor taken into 
account in the decision to create one-way 
zones? What are the implications of a 
single street having both one-way and two-
way segments? What is the environmental 
impact of causing drivers to increase the 
travel distance to their destinations? 

My house is directly opposite the Met-
calfe entrance to Akiva School. Of the 
school’s 350 students, it would appear that 
half come and go on the Kensington side. 
The remaining half use Metcalfe, and half 
of them are dropped off on the east side of 
the street, without their feet ever touching 
the roadway. This would seem to leave one 
quarter of the students getting out of their 
parents’ cars on the west side of Metcalfe 

and being escorted by their parents across 
the street. Over the hundreds of times I 
have observed this activity, the parents have 
always been meticulously careful and never 
once have I seen anything even vaguely 
approaching a dangerous situation. 

It also seems to me that the city has long 
had the ideal safety mechanism already in 
place, in the form of a nearby set of traffic 
lights with a walk signal at Sherbrooke. 
Walking to Sherbrooke and back would 
take perhaps one or two minutes more 
than jaywalking across Metcalfe. This does 
not strike me as unreasonable. 

It leads me to wonder how much re -
sponsibility society is obliged to take to pro-
tect citizens who do not use all possible 
caution. As to irresponsible driving and 
parking by parents, which is common, can’t 
this be dealt with through enforcement? 

[…] 
This appears to be about school arrivals 

and departures, each taking about one half 
hour, five days per week, 10 months of the 
year, minus legal and religious holidays. 
[…] Could there please be some respectful 
re-balancing whereby the homeowners’ 
legitimate concerns are sought out and 
made part of the process? 

David H. Fish, Metcalfe Ave. 

More at stake on Argyle 
issue than the result 

It takes a lot to fight city hall. For some 
residents of Argyle Ave., the past several 
months have been an uphill battle. We 
faced an administration that had made its 
decision, repeatedly dismissed our con-
cerns, evidence and alternatives, and then 
implemented that decision improperly. 

Our fight was never only about the 
direction of traffic. It was also about due 
process – ensuring that decisions affecting 
residents are made properly, transparently 
and with an opportunity to be heard. 

We raised legitimate questions about 
safety, traffic and winter conditions. We 
identified gaps in the studies relied upon 
and alternatives that had not been ad -
equately considered. 

Throughout this process, “the safety of 
children” has repeatedly been invoked as 
though those words alone settle the debate. 
Of course, we all support children’s safety. 
The question has always been whether this 

particular configuration actually makes 
our street safer. Repeating “safety” does not 
answer the concerns residents have raised 
or the gaps in the studies used to justify 
the change. 

It has also been deeply frustrating to 
hear public mischaracterizations, inaccur-
acies and statements from the mayor that 
are simply untrue – about the court pro-
ceedings, resident opposition, our streets 
and the process followed. Those in posi-
tions of public trust have a responsibility 
to be accurate and factual. Residents de -
serve an honest public record. 

I am pleased with where council landed 
and that we will now have the benefit of 
monitoring and public consultation. I am 
grateful to councillors Aronson, Kez, Moss, 
Chadha and D’Amico, who listened and 
questioned. 

Listening to residents, respecting due 
process and engaging in genuine consul-
tation are not obstacles to governing. They 
are fundamental to good municipal gov-
ernment. 

I hope the councillors who demonstrat -
ed those principles will continue to lead by 
example – and that those who did not will 
reflect on why they matter. 

Sophie Dynbort, Argyle Ave.

Letters to the editor

Clarification 
In addition to those council members 

mentioned last week (p. 10), councillors 
Paul Levine, Kathleen Kez and Shawn 
Moss also gave out medallions and 
trophies to young people at the Sport and 
Recreation department’s prizegiving event 
at Victoria Hall September 2. – DP.

Mayor Michael Stern in introductory city 
council comments September 9, its details 
were expected to be outlined on the city 
website this week. 

The program is available exclusively to 
Westmount residents, who must submit 
their request by December 31 of the child’s 
birth or adoption year. 

For 2026, the available species are listed 
as including the sugar maple (acer sac-
charum), eastern white pine (pinus strobus), 
and white mulberry (morus alba). This dep-
ends on the availability of species during 
the year. 

Each tree will allow the child’s name to 
be “featured on Westmount’s interactive 
urban forest map,” but “no plaques, mem-
entos, or objects may be placed near or on 
trees planted in city parks.”

Born to Bloom, cont’d from p. 1
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WMA cancels 
meet-the-candidates 

Please note that the Westmount Mun -
icipal Association (WMA) has cancelled its 
September 23 provincial election meet-the-
candidates night at Victoria Hall. – WI.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to 
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words 

and submit before Friday 10 am. Email us at: 
david@westmountindependent.com
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• Clean and adjust automatic controls, 
thermostat and safety limit controls 

• Brush out burners and heat exchangers 
• Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

• Lubricate motors and pumps as needed 
• Check for gas and combustion leaks 
• Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment 
• Check flue for satisfactory operation

Tune up includes the following:

The Time Is Here! 
CALL NOW: 514 990-1346

www.dhidirect.net 
dhiservicecalls@gmail.com

Despite tariffs, 
tradewars 

& elections… 
winter IS 

coming. Now 
is the time to 
verify your 

gas heat and 
hot water.

445 rue Deslauriers 
St-Laurent QC 

H4N IW2

Liberal incumbent Maccarone takes nothing for granted in elections 
By Martin C. Barry 

Almost from the beginning of a recent 
interview with the Independent, Jennifer 
Maccarone wanted the interviewer to know 
one thing that she learned as an election 
candidate. 

Regardless of the fact the provincial rid-
ing of Westmount–St. Louis has been a 
Quebec Liberal Party stronghold for dec-
ades, she never allows herself to feel too 
confident when running in elections. 

“I never feel secure. We always treat our 
riding as if we’re going to lose it,” said Mac-
carone, reflecting a sentiment that has 
often been expressed by other election can-
didates. 

She said that’s how she and her cam-
paign staff felt prior to the last election four 
years ago, even though the Liberals easily 
won in Westmount–St. Louis with a nearly 
7,900-vote lead over the second-place Qué-
bec solidaire. 

In 2018 (her first time in a provincial 
election), Maccarone won with more than 
66-percent voter support. Still, the feeling 
lingers, she said. “Now and after the cam-
paign, I take nothing for granted.” 

Election-outcome jitters aside, it’s evi-
dent Maccarone and the Liberals actually 

recognize that Westmount–St. Louis is 
among the island of Montreal ridings 
where the Liberals have for decades had 
the assurance of winning – in spite of the 
party’s massive support deficit in Quebec’s 
outlying rural regions. 

As such, Maccarone and other Montreal 

Liberal candidates have been spending 
campaign time lately in less secure ridings 
(including in the Eastern Townships and 
the Mauricie) to boost the Liberals’ chances 
there. 

Although the results of recent polls 
don’t look promising for the Liberals and 

their leader Charles Milliard, Maccarone 
used a sports metaphor to put an opti-
mistic spin on their situation. 

“I think you could compare it to a foot-
ball or soccer match where there’s four 
quarters,” she said. “We’ve just finished 
the first quarter. There’s three other quart -
ers that are coming. So, don’t count us out 
just yet.” 

Homelessness a top local issue 

Locally, one of the biggest issues in the 
past four years – especially in Westmount–
St. Louis’s downtown and eastern sectors 
– has been homelessness. 

While homelessness is scarcely visible 
in Westmount (with the exception some-
times near the city’s eastern limits around 
Cabot Square), Westmount–St. Louis is the 
current epicenter of the homeless problem 
in Quebec, according to Maccarone. 

“We have 50 percent of all the home-
lessness in the province of Quebec in this 
riding,” she said. The Liberals are propos-
ing the creation of many new housing 
units every year for the homeless, as well 
as the injection of $60 million a year to 
what is already being received by commu-
nity organizations tending to the home-
less.

Jennifer Maccarone on September 8 outside her campaign headquarters on Sherbrooke St. a few 
blocks east of Atwater.
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Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

PQ’s Piscina is from France, but chose Quebec 
By Martin C. Barry 

Originally from France, 
the Parti Québécois’s can-
didate in Westmount–St. 
Louis, Victoria Piscina, 
arrived in Quebec six years 
ago to work in the audio-
visual industry. 

A post-production 
manager at a Quebec 
company in Montreal and 
a voice-over artist, she 
now considers Quebec her 
adopted home, according 
to biographical informa-
tion posted on the Parti 
Québécois website. 

“As a new citizen, our 
candidate for Westmount–
St. Louis now wishes to 
participate in Quebec’s 
democratic debate to high-
light all the reasons why 
Quebec should become 
an independent country,” 
the PQ says in its state-
ment. 

For her part, Piscina 
says, “I settled in Quebec 

because I love its lan-
guage, its culture and its 
history. I chose to re-build 
my life here. France is 
my country of birth; Que-
bec is my adopted home. 

“I firmly believe that 
independence will not be 
achieved solely with the 
forces of the past, but also 
with the new voices and 
energies that reflect the 
Quebec of today,” she 
adds. 

“There is no better 
political force to champion 
the independence project 
and bring it to fruition.” 

The Independent made 
several attempts to reach 
Piscina for an interview 
in order to write a longer 
and more detailed pro-
file. 

Although she replied 
to an e-mail and provided 
a contact phone number, 
she did not respond to a 
voicemail message.

Victoria Piscina. Source: Candidate’s Facebook page.



September 22, 2026 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 11

already grown as part of various contracts. 
Current city gardeners plan and main-

tain the exotic plants in the conservatory 
and specific gardens. 

Various suggestions have been made 
for use of the greenhouses, including edu-
cational purposes and even renting them 
out to Lufa Farms, which holds weekly 
sales of vegetables in Prince Albert square. 

Contamination? 

One of the obstacles to removing the 
greenhouses entirely has been reported as 
contamination of the ground, though no 
mention of this was made at the council 
meeting. 

Councillor Moss subsequently told the 
Independent that “no soil remediation will 
be necessary for this project.” Testing had 
identified lead-based paint on certain sec-
tions of the roof structure as well as the 
foundation. 

“However, the foundation is not affect ed 
by the work as it is not part of the demolition 
scope. As for the lead-containing materials 
that will be removed during the partial 
demolition, they will be handled and dis-
posed of in strict compliance with current 
environmental standard and regulations.”

Greenhouses, cont’d from p. 1
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A part of the city’s greenhouse complex on September 14. 

60 years 
of 

experience
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Québec solidaire’s Sylvestre stands by party’s pledge to tax the wealthy 
By Martin C. Barry 

Québec solidaire candidate in West-
mount–St. Louis Olivier Sylvestre says he 
is acutely aware of inequalities that divide 
the riding, although he aspires to reconcile 
the discrepancies should he be elected. 

Although the likelihood of a Québec 
solidaire win is slim – the party finished a 
very distant second (in a field of eight con-
tenders) in 2022 with less than 13 percent 
support – he said in an interview with the 
Independent that he feels up to the chal-
lenge. 

“I can say that I’m new in politics but I 
know my dossiers very well,” said Sylvestre, 
whose professional background is that of 
a playwright and literary translator. He said 
one of the reasons he decided to run for 
Québec solidaire was the party’s pledge to 
raise support by the provincial government 
for professional artists. 

Double cultural funding 

Among other things, QS promises to 
double the government allotment granted 
to the Conseil des arts et lettres du Québec. 
Sylvestre pointed out that the Conseil 
serves not only French-speaking members, 
but also those who are English-speaking 

and from native groups. 
In addition to his background in the lit-

erary arts, Sylvestre has a degree in crimi-

nology, which qualified him to work for 
more than a decade with the homeless and 
drug addicted around Prince Arthur and 

St. Urbain streets in the east-central area 
of the riding. 

“I know quite a lot about the social 
issues that we face,” he said. “I also know 
very well the Milton Park area, where there 
are co-ops and renters and lots of social 
problems like mental health issues and 
drug addiction.” 

While noting that Westmount–St. Louis 
is home base for some of Quebec’s most 
important cultural institutions, including 
Place des Arts and the Théâtre du Nouveau 
Monde, as well as more than three dozen 
video game development companies, he 
said they are all part of his expertise. 

“This is all about me: I’m a culture guy 
and a social guy.” 

One of Québec solidaire’s 2026 cam-
paign commitments is to raise taxes sig-
nificantly on the wealthy. According to Syl-
vestre, 90 percent of the province’s resi-
dents would see their provincial tax bill 
drop, while the remaining 10 per cent 
would see theirs increase. 

“I think the people of Westmount would 
be open to that,” he said. “They want to live 
in a fairer society. They’ve seen what we’ve 
had with the CAQ for the last eight years. 
We didn’t get the services that we paid for, 
that we were taxed for, if I may say so.”

Olivier Sylvestre is running for Québec solidaire in the October 5 provincial election.

Staunch nationalist Abi Haila of the CAQ aims to build autonomous, proud Quebec 
By Jennifer Ball 

Karim Abi Haila, who lives in the heart 
of Montreal’s city-centre, is the candidate 
for the Coalition avenir Québec (CAQ) in 
Westmount–St. Louis for the 2026 Quebec 
general election and he is on the campaign 
trail championing the CAQ’s achievements 
and its plan to move Quebec forward. 

A 25-year-old Montrealer, he has a BA 
in political science from the University of 
Montreal, is a former political attaché at 
the provincial legislature and currently 
serves as a media assistant for the CAQ. 

Abi Haila told the Independent in a Sep-
tember 20 statement that he has always 
been fascinated by politics and by the 
impact that those involved in it can have 
on people’s daily lives. A staunch Quebec 
nationalist and long-standing activist with 
the CAQ, he is “standing to promote the 
values that are dear to me, as well as those 
of our political party, with the aim of build-
ing a more autonomous, more ambitious, 
more prosperous and prouder Québec.” 

Abi Haila’s statement was provided in 
French and translated with DeepL. 

Abi Haila says he chose to represent the 
CAQ because it was a coalition and, “I 
share its values and its vision for Québec. 
I believe in an autonomous Québec that 

uses every means at its disposal to protect 
its culture, its economy and its relations 

with other governments, whilst champion-
ing a pragmatic vision for a more stable 

and resilient economy.” 
He was asked which issues he would 

prioritize if elected to the legislature and 
he explained that he is attuned to the issues 
he heard on the campaign trail: “The issue 
of homelessness regularly comes up in my 
conversations with residents… 

“It is a priority for me, as it is for many 
Quebecers. If I am elected, I will pay par-
ticular attention to this issue, and I am very 
pleased to see that my leader shares this 
concern. That is why she has committed 
to reversing the trend in homelessness. 
She proposes to tackle the issue by focus-
ing on prevention, support and better coor-
dination of efforts. She intends to invest 
$100 million to achieve this. 

“It is true that Westmount–St. Louis has 
been represented for several years by an 
MP from the Liberal caucus but I will con-
tinue to highlight our achievements and 
our plan to move Quebec forward and 
build a future that lives up to our ambi-
tions… 

“[My] revitalized party is bringing a 
breath of fresh air to the Quebec political 
scene thanks to its leadership, its leader, 
its excellent candidates and a solid plan to 
protect Quebecers’ wallets, boost our econ-
omy, maintain our infrastructure and safe-
guard our identity.”Karim Abi Haila, CAQ candidate for Westmount-St. Louis. Photo courtesy of Léonie Chipot/K. Abi Haila. 



Kamali Nezhad likes Canadian Party’s belief in equal rights, federalism 
By Jennifer Ball 

Maryam Kamali Nezhad, the candidate 
for the Canadian Party of Quebec in West-
mount–St. Louis, is an engineer, manager 
and entrepreneur. From 2021 to 2025, she 
served as a municipal councillor for the 
Town of Mount Royal, where, she says, she 
worked to defend transparency, fiscal re -
sponsibility and meaningful public consul-
tation. The experience showed her how 
decisions made at the provincial level 
eventually reach people’s everyday lives, 
whether through healthcare, housing, in -
frastructure, taxation or public services. 

Since 2009, Kamali Nezhad has worked 
at Hydro-Québec in hydroelectric gener-
ation planning and water resource man-
agement. She told the Independent on Sep-
tember 19 that she was prompted to run in 
the provincial election because “observing 
and criticizing decisions is no longer en -
ough – you have to be willing to step for-
ward and take responsibility…” 

She said she has spent much of her 
career dealing with risk, planning and the 
consequences of delayed decisions and 
“Problems rarely disappear when they are 
postponed; they usually become more dif-
ficult and more expensive to solve.” 

The Canadian Party of Quebec ap proach -
ed Kamali Nezhad to run and she said that 
she took the time to study its principles 
and platform before deciding. “What con-
vinced me was the alignment on some fun-
damental issues: a clear federalist vision, 

individual and constitutional rights, equal 
treatment of citizens, and the belief that 
Quebec can be confident, prosperous and 
strong within Canada.” 

She told the Independent she strongly 
believes that protecting French and Que-

bec culture does not require diminishing 
the rights of English-speaking Quebecers 
or other communities. “We should be able 
to strengthen French while respecting lin-
guistic rights, individual freedoms and the 
contribution of all Quebecers.” 

Natural fit 

For her, the combination of rights, fed-
eralism, economic responsibility and re -
newal made the decision a natural fit. 

If elected in the Westmount-St. Louis 
riding, her first priority would be  to 
strengthen Quebec’s economy, because “A 
stronger economy gives us more capacity 
to improve public services, invest in infra-
structure and reduce pressure on families. 
That means cutting unnecessary bureau-
cracy, making it easier for qualified profes-
sionals to enter the workforce, improving 
professional and inter-provincial mobility, 
reducing barriers to trade and creating a 
climate that attracts investment and allows 
businesses to grow.” 

She said that healthcare would be an 
equally urgent priority, including both 
physical and mental health. “Quebecers 
need better access to family doctors, special -
ists, diagnostic services and timely treat-
ment, while preserving universal public 
funding and increasing the capacity and 
flexibility of the system.” 

Kamali Nezhad wanted those planning 
to vote on October 5 to know that their 
votes should never be taken for granted. 
“Democracy is not only about having the 
right to vote. It is also about having real 
choices – different candidates, different 
parties and different ideas – and taking the 
time to examine them seriously… 

“An election should never be decided by 
habit alone.”
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and 
 references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

PRIDHAM’S 
AUCTIONS & 
APPRAISALS 

-OTTAWA- 
Fine & Decorative Arts 

Call for an 
appointment 

1-877-533-5877 
www.pridhams.ca

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Maryam Kamali Nezhad in Westmount Park on September 20.



Conservatives’ Diotte aims to reduce government’s ‘overreach,’ liberalize health 
By Jennifer Ball 

Guy Diotte, the Conservative Party of 
Quebec’s Westmount-St. Louis candidate, 
is an entrepreneur with 25 years of experi-
ence in the import/export sector. He des -
cribes a career in technical, commercial 
and entrepreneurial fields, which he con-
tends has enabled him to develop solid 
expertise in management, business devel-
opment and customer service. A member 
of the Quebec Conservative Party since 
2021, he is actively involved in it and 
believes that it can reduce the govern-
ment’s “overreach” into your life, focus on 
liberalization of the health care system and 
develop the energy sector. 

On September 20, Diotte provided a 
statement that explained that he chose to 
be a Conservative Party candidate because 
he was introduced to the ideas of smaller 
government and individual liberties and 
responsibility by Adrien Pouliot’s inter-
views, former leader of the Parti Conser-
vateur du Québec. 

“When Eric Duhaime became the new 
party leader, I decided to join the party as 
a member and to run as a candidate in 
2022: I realized that the project of changing 
the bureaucratic model was now a real 
possibility.” 

If elected as a provincial legislator, 
Diotte said he will support the economic 
platform of the Conservatives, which 
includes a five-year budget reduction of 
$47 billion, an increase of the non-taxable 
basic personal amount from $18,952 to 
$35,242 and a decrease of the corporate tax 
by 59 percent. 

“We would then become the most com-

petitive jurisdiction in North America.” 
When questioned on his decision to run 

as a candidate, Diotte expressed that he 
believes we need change in provincial 
leadership. “I was very disappointed by the 
CAQ. They promised us a new path for-
ward: to move away from constitutional 
debate and to focus on entrepreneurship 
and economic growth. The CAQ was sup-
posed to improve governmental efficiency 
and reduce the size of the public body. 
Unfortunately, they governed on social 
division. They increased spending but 
existing infrastructures are deteriorating 

as it is for health and social services.” 
Westmount-St. Louis has been a Liberal 

stronghold for the last three election cycles 
and Diotte described the party as being “a 
champion of the status quo regarding our 
collapsing bureaucratic system… 

“Simple reforms aren’t enough, the 
Conservatives want to reduce the govern-
ment’s overreach into your life, the liberal-
ization of the health care system and the 
development of our energy sector. I’m here 
to tell you that with the Conservative Party 
of Quebec, you still have a classical liberal 
option, who also opposes a referendum.”
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Feeling tired? 
Trouble sleeping? 

Lack of concentration? 
Migraines? 

We might be able to help you 
with supplements and vitamins. 

Do not hesitate to call us or come and visit us.

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

Guy Diotte, the Conservative Party of Quebec’s 
Westmount-St. Louis candidate. 

Photo courtesy of G. Diotte.



Tabitha puppy, catching up to thrive 

The Montreal SPCA offers an interim 
shelter as a solace, ensuring veterinary 
basics and care, and then opportunities for 
homes. 

Tabitha is a puppy that they are offering 
more than that opportunity to. She had an 
isolated start in life, not being outside to 
discover the world and socialize, and she 
is sensitive in shelter conditions. 

She is a very pretty shepherd-type who 
would catch up with the phases of puppy-
hood she missed in order to grow with 
assurance within the structure of a new 
forever family. With a focused routine and 
kindness in which she is the only dog, this 
young girlie will thrive. 

Tabitha is a healthy, growing juvenile, 
up to date with her inoculation program, 
spayed and microchipped. You can find 
out more about her from the Montreal 
SPCA website at www.spca.com, and then 
refer to her information page through her 
identification number, 2000481198. You 
can then make arrangements for a visit 

and discussion with the adoption counsel-
lors. 

The shelter is open every day, from 
Monday to Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm, then 
Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. 
It is located at 5215 Jean Talon St. West, in 
Côte des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. 

Please consider this shy puppy, as Tabi-
tha will bond with a family that will change 
her life. Love, pride and attention through 
the learning phases will give her security 
and happiness. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Cricket 

Affectionate and gentle, Cricket was 
with the same owner since kittenhood and 
was brought to the SPCA Montégérie 
when there was a move. 

A sweet brown-and-white tabby, he is 
presently in a foster home for the shelter, 
where the family reports that he is curious, 
loyal and sweet. 

Having just turned nine, Cricket is very 
healthy, up to date with his inoculations, 
neutered and microchipped. 

For more information on him, you can 
refer to the SPCA Montérégie website at 
www.spcamonteregie.com, which then 
links to its Petfinder listings at www.pet-
finder.com. 

Cricket’s page is available there under 
his identification number, 10788. Please 
contact the adoption coordinators at their 
email, info@spcamonteregie.com, or at 
their telephone number, 450.460.3075, in 
order to start discussions about your inter-
est and make arrangements for a visit in 
foster if all goes well. 

The SPCA Montérégie is located in 
 pic  turesque St. Angèle de Monnoir. It is 
a warm and dedicated rescue where volun-

teers work very hard at care and placement. 
Please reach out for Cricket, a friendly 
little companion who needs a forever 
family. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

16 – September 22, 2026 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

Pet Page 
sponsored BY▶

Dr. Sébastien Kfoury 
v.m., IPSAV – Owner

Open minds and modern care.

Come meet the team!

514-487-5300
Text message 438-498-4450 

349 Victoria Avenue 
www.westmountvet.com

Hôpital
vétérinaire We are back.

New team, same passion.

Dr. Anne-Frédérik Drolet 
v.m.

Dr. François Ste-Marie 
Chamberland v.m.

Dre Lara Cohen 
v.m.

NOW HIRING 
Personal Support Attendant (PSA) 
Préposé aux bénéficiaires (PAB) 

Part/Full time (mornings/evenings) 

Westmount, NDG 
& surrounding areas

Always Golden 
 Care Inc. 
Looking for 
experienced, bilingual 
(French/English) 
dedicated caregivers. 

Contact 
Elissa Dallegret CEO 

514-507-7657

www.alwaysgoldencare.ca

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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Queen Elizabeth 
Health Complex 
turns 30! 

To mark the Queen Elizabeth Health 
Complex’s 30th anniversary, the 2026 
Under the Tuscan Sun eve was re-imagin -
ed as a sit-down dinner with an Italian 
mood. 

The evening honoured philanthropist 
Marvin Corber, there with his family. 
Proud ly attending were his son Michael 
Corber, his daughter Deborah and Marvin’s 
grandchildren Kendyl Corber, Neil Corber, 
Dr. Liana Corber and Jordana Corber-Tovel. 

Marvin Corber’s vision and commit-
ment helped guide and strengthen the 
QEHC from its inception. Thirty years ago, 
when it existed only as a vision, he was 
among a small group whose belief helped 
bring the QEHC to life and ensure its long-
term success. 

Guests enjoyed a Mediterranean-them -
ed dinner prepared by the Fairmont Queen 
Elizabeth. Emcee was Natasha Hall. 

The evening’s success was driven by the 
organizing committee led by QEHC chair 
John MacDonald, supported by dedicated 
volunteers David Birnbaum, François 

Campeau, Tony Fargnoli, Alexandre Gag-
non, Marie-Laure Guillard, Nicole Laroc-
que, Rebecca Murray, and Irene Tscherno-
mor, as well as the Queen Elizabeth foun-
dation’s team Élaine Lalonde, Alexandra 
Goldbloom and Marine Baillie. 

Highlights included a raffle featuring 
two economy class return tickets to any Air 
Canada-scheduled destination in North 
America, donated by the Air Canada Foun-
dation. 

Event partners were Contak AV, West-
mount Florist and Homer’s Donuts. Spon-
sors included The Morris and Rosalind 
Goodman Family Foundation, Allan Gil-
more, Susan and Richard Hart, Richter 
Management Ltd., CURE Foundation, Jack 
Victor Foundation, Gelmont Foundation, 
The Shapiro Group – RBC, Greenbro 
Hold ings Inc., BFL Canada, Metro Riche-
lieu, The Michael and David Cape Foun-
dation, Pharmaprix, Robco, Holiday Inn & 
Suites Montréal Airport (IHG), BGL 
Brokerage, Kane Fetterly, 
James Griffin and Sons, continued on p. 18
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Kendyl Corber, Neil Corber, Liana Corber, Marvin Corber and Jordana Corber-Tovel.

John MacDonald, Marvin Corber, Joanne Mastro and David Birnbaum.



Randall Kelly and La Biosthétique. 
Noted guests included Queen Elizabeth  

executive director Irene Tschernomor; 
board mem bers Joanne Mastro (chair), 
Tony Fargnoli there with his wife Kathie 
Fargnoli, Miriam Green, and Joelle Malek; 
Victor Domenico D’Alesio and his grand-
son  Victor Rodriguez D’Alesio, Andrew 
Rabinovitch, and Debi Rosenthal, execu-
tive director of CURE Foundation. 

Also seen were doctors Mark Roper, 
 Kirandeep Birdi, Nathan Hall and Eleanor 

Hew, as well as Cynthia Poirier, Celia Lare-
iro, Nicole Joseph, Elisa Quaranta and 
painter Stuart Dearlove and his son Julian 
Dearlove. 

The sold-out evening generated a record 
net profit of $155,000 for the Queen Eliza-
beth Health Complex Foundation. The 
foundation raises funds to support the 
Queen Elizabeth Health Complex, a not-
for-profit. The organization does not re -
ceive any funding from the government 
and relies on donations and community 
support throughout the year to fund its 
medical services and programs.

18 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 22, 2026

Social notes, cont’d from p. 17

Snuff Bottles

Tony Fargnoli and Kathie Fargnoli; Stuart Dearlove, Domenico D’Alesio and Julian Dearlove; Joanne Mastro; Andrew Rabinovitch, Debi Rosenthal and Liz Wagner.

Simply… 
“Efficient” 

Au plaisir!

Marie-José 
Aubin 

Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

514-934-1818

Suzie Caouette, Mayssaa Hanna and Francis Nadon.

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• Pick-up/drop-off available 
514-932-1554

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

All makes, 
all models. 

All mechanical 
& body work, 
including to 

electric vehicles

Tire 
changes: 

15% off 
by Sept. 30
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Westmount 
70 Summit Circle

$4,950,000

5 23+1

Westmount 
70 Columbia Av. 

$1,795,000

Westmount 
123 Arlington Av. 

$2,395,000

Westmount 
348 Grosvenor Av. 

$745,000

Westmount 
3 Westmount-Square, apt. 1511

$2,595,000

Marie Sicotte 
Real Estate
Broker

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest, Inc.
245 av. Victoria, Bureau 20
Westmount, QC H3Z 2M6

+1 514 953 9808 mariesicotte.com
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