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The new year has been launched at the
Westmount Public Library with a six-week
contest to promote a new online feature
that enables members to review and rate
books, movies, recordings and other material they have borrowed.
The interactive feature makes it possible for anyone wanting to borrow an item
from the catalogue to glean information
on its suitability from other members.
“As far as we know, we’re the only public library in the Montreal area to offer this
kind of opinion forum,” said reference
librarian Benoit Morin.
In fact, because the feature is enabled
by the particular system, Westmount is believed to be one of only a
handful of public libraries continued on p. 2

Glitches plague city council
web postings over holidays
Westmounters were out of luck over the
holidays if they tried to access the dates of
upcoming city council meetings, or online
minutes and recordings of 2008 sessions.
That portion of the city website was down,
although some information was back on
line by the end of day January 7.
A list of 2009 council meetings, starting with Monday, January 12, was subsequently posted.
Ongoing technical difficulties with the
sound and recording systems in the coun-

cil chamber are the reason for the absence
or corruption of audio versions of seven
previous meetings dating back to September 22, according to city clerk Mario Gerbeau.
Citizens attending the regular and
budget meetings on December 15 were
aware of the make-shift sound system but
not of the recording glitches. “We’re hoping to get some of the problems resolved
as soon as possible,” Gerbeau told the
Westmount Independent.

More snow: always a challenge

Snow clearing on January 9.

Snow removal may seem simple, but
details and uncontrollable constraints
place limits on the possible.
John Monteiro, Westmount’s Road
and Parks superintendent, explained at a
media briefing January 9 that the major
bottleneck for snow removal is the fact
that there is only one main snow dumping facility available to Westmount, the
Butler sewers near Verdun.
“Only so much snow can be dumped
there and at a certain rate... If too much
snow is forced into it, the sewer can

St. Ambroise
Canada’s truly authentic Pale Ale.

Photo by Robert J. Galbraith

freeze and block passage of the melting
snow to Montreal’s main water treatment
facility, where it is treated before being released into the St. Lawrence River.
“We can have extra crews, but if the
dump can’t handle the truck traffic, we
have people waiting around… Everything
hinges on the dump.”
The sewer is not only used by Westmount (up to maximum of 28 loads per
day), but by Montreal and other municipalities. For environmental reasons, no dumping continued on p.11

2 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – January 13-14, 2009

Enter draw by Feb. 20
continued from p. 1

in North America to provide the capability
to members along the lines of those offered by online retailers like Amazon.
Express yourself
The contest, whose slogan is “Express
yourself,” is timed to benefit from holiday
reading. It takes the form of a draw for
prizes in various age categories on February 23.
Anyone who posts a comment or review until 9 pm on February 20 is eligible
to enter by submitting one ballot per review either at the library or electronically
as explained on the website at www.westlibcat.org. Those without a library card or
PIN code can obtain one at a service desk.
“The more people use the feature, the

more valuable it will become,” explained
Jocelyne Andrews, head of Systems and
Technical Services. “We want it to go
viral.”
Reviews will be monitored for inappropriate or offensive language and comments,
she said. “This is not the forum for that.”
Not only will the comments provide
guidance but they will also offer insight
into the feelings of the community, explained Lora Baiocco, librarian for Online
Services and Archives.
Until now, the feature has been a littlediscovered component of the library’s twoyear-old online catalogue. A separate staff
contest is also taking place as a training exercise.
This will enable them to assist anyone
needing help navigating the new feature.

Launching the new feature are, from left: librarians Jocelyne Andrews, Benoit Morin and Lora Baiocco.

On the shelves
Among the new arrivals at the Westmount Public Library singled out by staff
are:

he has seen and experienced over the past
50 years – the game, its players, the arenas
and even the backyard family rink.

Magazine articles for those with New
Year’s resolutions:
“Detox your life: our three-part plan
helps you banish harsh chemicals from
your home, flush toxins from your diet,
and free your mind of negative emotion”
by Nora Isaacs in Natural Health, Dec/Jan
2009, p. 63.
“Manger bien pour vivre mieux: les
conseils de dix professeurs de médecine et
nutritionnistes” by Doan Bui in Le nouvel
observateur, Dec 11/17, 2008, p. 8.
Canadian consumer alert: 101 ways to protect yourself and your money by Pat Foran.
Consumer Reports Smart Buyer’s Guide
to Buying or Leasing a Car: Save Money,
Avoid Dealer Tricks, and Get the Right Car
at the Best Price by Rik Paul and David
Champion.

Classic comics revisited
Le sanctuaire du Gondwana – story by
Yves Sente, art by André Juillard. Blake
and Mortimer, Edgar P. Jacobs’ famous
characters, are featured in this recent adventure. Mortimer will undertake a daring
expedition to the Tanganyka, searching for
a mysterious civilization whose cradle
seems to be the crater of a volcano.
Spirou, le journal d’un ingénu by Émile
Bravo. This is the fourth in series of oneshot albums where the famous redhead
and his companions are born again
through the pen of different artists. This
is a top-notch piece of graphica in the
Hergé tradition. Spirou, an orphan whose
only friend is a squirrel, works as bellhop
in a hotel. On the eve of World War II, intrigue is everywhere and Spirou will witness horrors that will mark him forever.

For the hockey fans in the family
Legendary Stanley Cup Stories by Brian
McFarlane. Hockey glory days, not tabled
in statistics or lists, but in the wonderful
retelling of behind-the-scenes moments
experienced by one of the game’s more respected broadcasters.
The New Game: How Hockey Saved Itself
by Steve Paikin. The author, a lifelong
hockey fan and political commentator, addresses the recent changes in hockey that
have restored the fan appeal – hockey as it
is supposed to be played, according to Jean
Béliveau.
Open Ice: Reflections and Confessions of a
Hockey Lifer by Jack Falla. Veteran sports
writer Jack Falla writes about the hockey

Films the whole family can enjoy
Whorton Hears A Who. Based on the
beloved book by Dr. Seuss, Horton the elephant come to the aid of the residents of
Whoville, bringing nothing but torment
from his neighbours.
Kit Kittredge. A young girl enlists the
help of her friends to solve a robbery in
her home that threatens to put her family’s
house into foreclosure after her father
leaves town to look for work and her
mother takes in boarders to make ends
meet.
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Totem going up at library
Westmount’s totem pole will be going
up in the Westmount Public Library
sooner than thought.
Councillor George Bowser said that ap-

‘Aspire and
Become’ in Israel

proval has been given to mounting it in its
present condition, hopefully by the end of
June, rather than pursuing proposed
costly and lengthy work to restore the artifact.
Displaying it in its natural state will in
fact be more authentic, he pointed out.
The totem is currently being stabilized
(see Westmount Independent, December 9,
2008, p. 1).
Restoration funds collected by various
community projects of the Westmount
Horticultural Advisory Committee will
be used to provide some form of display
unit.

Red Label day for AIDS/HIV
Westmounter and Villa Maria student
Sophie Lee is part of the team organizing
The Red Label Event, a fashion show to
benefit the Bantwana Initiative of World
Education. The initiative helps orphaned
African children made vulnerable by the
HIV/AIDS virus.
The fashion show will be held at the
Bonsecours Market in Old Montreal on
Saturday, January 17 at 7 pm. Tickets ($25)
are available at Boutique Suteki (1455 Peel
St., 514.282.8800). Labels to be featured
are Firetrap, Marshall Artist, Bench and
Kanvis.
It is the second show that Lee has or-

Stuart Robertson Police: hide
back full time at goods, remove
CBC radio
registration

Susan Stromberg’s sculpture ‘Aspire and Become’
Photo: Raphaël Ohayon

Long-time Westmount resident Susan
Stromberg’s largest sculpture to date,
“Aspire and Become”, was recently installed at The Community Anchor Center
for Traumatized and Abused Children in
Beer Sheva, Israel. The galvanized steel
sculpture is an impressive 15 by 6 by 4-foot
structure.

Westmounter and former city councillor Stuart Robertson is back full time at
CBC Radio One after a period of illness.
He is now in charge of the English radio
archives, which hold a record of all the
programming from the Montreal station.
He is not regularly on the air covering
his previous traffic beat or environmental
issues, but has been already been on Radio
Noon talking about gardening. He will return again when asked by the show’s producers.
He told the Independent: “It’s just plain
nice to talk about gardening, particularly
when there’s snow on the ground and we
can’t get our hands dirty in the garden…
I’ve missed talking to the listeners, because they’re a great source of ideas and
questions to deal with in my gardening
columns.”

A number of thefts from parked cars in
Westmount over the holidays have
prompted police to remind car owners to
lock the doors, to hide contents and not to
keep the vehicle registration card inside.
“Don’t leave anything in plain view,”
said community relations office Alain Diallo. Even items of little value can encourage would-be thieves to break in.
Pointing out that it is against the law to
leave a vehicle unsecured, he said that
doors must be locked even when the car is
parked in a private driveway.
In the event a car is broken into, its registration card can be a prime target. Don’t
leave it hidden away in the glove compartment, but keep it safely in the driver’s possession at all times.

Electronic Independents available

Carr, Illoma Anne

Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
indie@westmountindependent.com.

Obituary

Sophie Lee

ganized with Jade Wright, the founder of
Fashion for Cause. The first was the Betsey Johnson Fashion Show, which benefited breast cancer research.
Lee, currently a Montrose Ave. resident
and grade 11 student, plans to study commerce – with a focus on fashion – in
CEGEP and university. “Fashion is what I
do,” she said definitively. “I am going to be
in fashion my whole life.”
What attracted her to World Education?
“[HIV/AIDS] is everywhere in Africa. I feel
strongly about finding a cure.”

TUTORING & HOMEWORK
SUPERVISION
Elementary to university levels

(1943-2009)
Illoma, vibrant mother and friend, who gave
unconditional love and friendship to all, died
January 9th, 2009. Wife to David Turner,
mother to Michael, Ian and Diana Henderson. We will remember her with love and
admiration for her compassion and for the
undivided attention she gave to all.
Never to be forgotten,
never to be replaced.
Rest in peace.
Funeral service to be held at Bishop’s College School, January 16th, 2009 at 14:00
hrs.
No flowers please, however, donations
would be welcome at:
La Maison Aube Lumiere, 220 Kennedy
North, Sherbrooke, QC, Le Bon Dieu Dans
la Rue, 895, rue de la Gauchetière West,
Level 90, Suite 220, Montreal, QC H3B 5K3,
or to your local SPCA.

NCJ EDUCATIONAL
SERVICES
Margaret A. Jacobs
4920 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., #10

Tel (514) 484-3548
Res (514) 481-4452
e-mail: mags@ncj.ca

US & CANADIAN
COLLEGE APPLICATIONS
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Mayor’s Column

Addressing & readdressing public input into urban planning
By Mayor Karin Marks
With the end of 2008
comes not only a new
year, but also the resolution of two litigious situations in our community
dealing with the increase
in new construction on
the mountain and with
the fact that views cannot
generally be protected.
I was reticent during the litigation to
discuss my attitude and my history of action vis à vis the heritage protection of our
beautiful community and the rights of our
citizenry to be fully aware of and involved
in the changes to their environment that
are the result of construction done by their
neighbours.
I would like to do so now.
It is my belief that as a council, we have
only two options in the way that we deal
with the laws in our community: we apply
and uphold them as they exist, or we examine and refine them when change
seems necessary.
Over my 17 years on council, my orientation has always been one which valued
preservation of the community over the
encouragement of development through
dramatically increased building sizes or
increased density. I have initiated several
pieces of legislation to support that philosophy. I do, however, believe that it is important to try to support those who are in
our community and want to improve their
homes, or change them to accommodate
growing families or other needs – so that
they can remain in Westmount. These two
ideas can sometimes be in conflict.

I was first elected to city council in 1991
and immediately became the commissioner of Architecture and Planning because these were aspects of community
life that interested me enormously. For 14
years, I spent every second Tuesday with
the commission, participating and learning from the very capable architects who
did an architectural review of every change
to the exterior of a Westmount building.
History:
From general to more specific guidelines
While we had a list of protected buildings and a set of guidelines, they were very
general and, early on, I became concerned
that it was too difficult for the average resident to understand what was permissible
when they wanted to undertake a renovation project. We began looking at not only
which buildings were important to preserve, but also what it was about each
streetscape that gave it its character. It was
not only the few hundred outstanding
pieces of architecture that made residents
like their environment, but the general
quality of the street they had chosen. Thus,
with the help of a consultant and our own
architectural commission, each house was
rated according to its architectural and/or
heritage value. The guidelines were then
related to those categories, indicating what
interventions, additions or changes could
be made to maintain the overall character
of the street.
While I, as a layman, wanted to have
the guidelines be very prescriptive, I came
to understand from the architects and our
staff that we needed to keep the overall
tone of the guidelines as clear directions,
while allowing room for interpretation and
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creativity. This meant that our commission of experienced architects would have
to truly use its judgment, knowledge and
expertise to apply the guidelines as consistently as possible, but always within the
context of the individual house design and
the street where it was situated – not an
easy task.
A challenge:
Very large houses on existing lots
In my readings on urban planning, and
in my travels and attendance at conferences during the early 1990s, I became
concerned about the new phenomenon in
Vancouver, Toronto and many US cities
where small houses were being demolished and replaced by very large homes
that were erected on those same lots. This
dramatically altered the quality of the
streetscape because of the change in scale
and because it severely diminished the
amount of green space that surrounded
the homes.
This trend had not really come to Westmount since the Montreal housing market
had lagged behind that of many other
major cities. However, it was obvious that
in better economic and political times, we
would experience the same thing if no
proactive measures were taken.
I thus initiated a change in our bylaws
that would diminish the percentage of the
lot that could be built upon in order to discourage the practice that had exercised
such a negative impact in other cities.
Along with changing the restrictions on
our heights and setbacks, this was helpful
in minimizing the construction of out-ofscale homes.
These major changes in home sizes in
many cities had been a shock to the neighbourhoods, causing dissension within
communities.
Learning from other cities
It seemed to me that it would be better
if residents could know beforehand what
was to be built and could at least make
their concerns known when there were
major new buildings or additions being
erected.
And so, I went about trying to see how
we could have more public awareness or
involvement. I spoke to architects in St.
Augustine, Florida (where their architectural review board meetings were broadcast once a week on a public cable
network), as well as to those in Charleston,
South Carolina and in towns in California
(where new construction plans were
shown in a public forum). While there

were very few residents in these communities who participated in the process, it
did have significant implications for the
length of delays in obtaining permits for
all applicants and for the politicization of
the process. Our council of the time discussed options for public input – requiring the posting of plans outside a house
before permit issuance or holding a public
meeting to which neighbours could be invited to see permit applications.
We found that much of what we wanted
to consider at that time could not be done
legally within the framework of the Land
Use Planning Act under which we operated. (Changes have been made since
then.) Only in the case of demolition did
we have a prescribed public process. There
were also privacy rights issues, efficiency
in permit issuance concerns, requirements for more administrative time if a
public process was required and thus the
possibility of more staff. The hurdles were
numerous, although my desire and that of
many others on council to have neighbours involved in the process remained.
It always seemed to me that if a project
was being undertaken that it would be
helpful for the owner to hear from neighbours what the impact would be and to
have our planning advisory board and our
councillors aware as well. For some who
were planning to build, this might encourage changes to their plans that could
take into account certain impacts and overall it might engender a greater sense of
civic responsibility.
In other cases, the neighbours’ fear of
change might be diminished, and they
might accept it when they saw and understood what the finished project would be.
The commission could then look at the
plans and determine if it was well designed and if it met our guidelines. They
would, however, also be aware of the
neighbours’ concerns and might, where
appropriate, take them into account in
their deliberations and have the architect
address them.
Then, from 1999 until 2006, our main
focus was preserving the status of our city
during the merger/demerger debate and
the question of public meetings did take a
back seat to other, more pressing concerns.
Balancing property rights with
preservation and information
Over the past couple of years, we have
again become aware of the need to readdress these two issues –
the control of the size and continued on p.5
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Our Man in Ottawa

Economic slowdown means
hardship and opportunities
By Marc Garneau,
Member of Parliament for
Westmount-Ville Marie
Canadians certainly
know that the world is
in the midst of a major
economic slowdown.
According to various
experts, the slowdown
could last anywhere
from several quarters
to several years.
How well we are able to ride it out will
depend on many factors. On the down
side, there will be real hardship for those
who lose their jobs or for those who face
the prospect of retirement with diminished savings.
On the positive side, periods of crisis
often unleash new thinking that results in
opportunities for some positive changes in
the way we live our lives. I personally hope
continued from p. 4

that, along with other improvements, a
cleaner environment will be one of those
positive changes.
Interestingly, our prime minister told
us last fall that Canadians had little to
worry about since Canada was in a healthy
economic state and that he was not in fact
anticipating a deficit this year. Surprisingly, the government appeared to believe
this until quite recently when the story
changed dramatically.
Dramatic action coming
Now, as we all know, Canada appears to
be poised for dramatic and decisive action
to stimulate the economy. The specific
measures to be taken will be announced
in the upcoming budget on January 27.
One thing is certain: a deficit will be created in order to deliver this stimulus.
Canadians will be looking to the government for a sensible set of measures to
address the challenging times ahead.

Measures should not only lessen the pain
for those most directly affected, but also
kick in as quickly as possible in all the
right places without leading to structural
deficits that are very painful to eliminate
once the economy recovers.
Most of all, Canadians will look to parliament to reassure them that there is a
steady and competent hand on the tiller to
get us through this trying period.
My own party, the Liberals, will also
bear a great responsibility for the upcoming budget. It will be up to us and the
other opposition parties to ensure that the
government has addressed our most
pressing concerns, for both the immediate and the long term, in the most responsible manner possible.
To finish on a positive note, I can assure you that all parties are conscious of
the important task ahead.

Citizen involvement better
We must also create an opportunity to
inform our citizenry about or involve them
in our process that seeks to balance good
architecture, preservation of heritage and
individual property rights. These are
weighty questions and technically complicated ones, but I believe that we are better
off if everyone knows what is happening
before council is called upon to approve

the permit or before the shovel goes into
the ground.
We as a council have committed ourselves to discussing and moving forward
on these two projects, even though any solutions found will not please everyone.
There are, however, some very important
goals that propel us to move on them – the
desire to maintain the quality and the
beauty of our built environment and the
desire to keep the sense of community cohesion and civic connection amongst all of
our residents.

M.A.D. Catering
Food from my kitchen to your
table. Dinner parties, cocktail
parties, luncheons, microwave
dinners and more! Please call
514 586 1248 or visit the website
at www.madcatering.com

Protesters against Israel’s military operations in Gaza blocked access to the consulate at 1 Westmount Square, January 8,
until being escorted outside by police. The
demonstrations continued outside and
were described as peaceful. The consulate
could not be reached for comment.
On January 4, protesters marched from
Cabot Square along St. Catherine St. and
north of Wood Ave. along the eastern border of Westmount Square, before heading
east downtown to Phillips Square. Thousands were reported to have been involved.
The consulate has been in Westmount
since July 2008.

Do good for yourself.
Do good for others.
Rediscover your local Y centre.
A new selection of group fitness
classes, highly qualified trainers,
and programming for all ages.

continued from p. 4

scale of buildings and the opportunity for
residents to be informed and be heard on
changes within their immediate environment. The commissioner of Urban Planning, the Planning Advisory Committee
(PAC), and our staff have been exploring
the means to control development such
that we maintain the quality of our city
without freezing any growth or change at
all.

Consulate blocked
(and de-blocked)
peacefully

The Westmount Y centre…
better than ever.
Come see us in person or
visit us at y q u e b e c . o r g .

Westmount Y centre
4585 Sherbrooke St. W
514 931-8046
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“After a tough start in December,
I paid for my Westmount
Independent advertisement
the first day after its publication.”
–Wayne, Art Rebel – Custom Framing
318A Victoria Ave.

Advertising works™
Call David: 514.935.4537
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Westmount Today, Yesterday and Before

NEWS YOU CAN USE
BUY NOW!
Home Buyers – This is Your Lucky Day – Buy Now! Opportunities exist
that have not been seen in decades!
Markets will always fluctuate -- the trick is knowing when the downturn
ends and the upswing begins!

BUYING PROPERTY NOW IS SMART! HERE’S WHY:
– it’s a ‘Discount Period’
– mortgage rates are low
– there is no guarantee rates will stay low
– choices are varied and plentiful
– there is flexibility and room for negotiation
– after the economy recovers, housing prices will increase!
– today’s dollar is worth more than tomorrow’s, so purchase NOW!
BUY NOW! TAKE ADVANTAGE of low mortgage rates and housing
prices closer to municipal evaluations. Go mortgage shopping – save $$$
by getting an extra fraction of a point below the going rate! As a buyer
you are in the driver’s seat!

For more details call 514-937-8383
info@mcguiganpepin.com – www.mcguiganpepin.com

By Doreen Lindsay
Question: Who built the Well House at 555 Victoria Ave.? For the answer, please
turn to p. 10.

CHATEAU BONAVISTA

Personal Training
in the Privacy
of your own Home

4555 Bonavista Prime location adjacent Westmount
Bachelor Suites, 3½’s, 4½’s, 5½’s from $745 – 2,195
4½ available immediately at $1545.00.
One month free.

●
●
●
●

Beautiful Olympic-size indoor salt water pool
Sauna ● Gym ● 24 hour doorman
Indoor parking
Heating, hot water, air conditioning,
and appliances included

bonavista@cromwellmgt.ca

514-481-8163

514-253-2096
www.fitnessdavid.com
Free informative consultation
with this ad.

www.cromwellmgt.ca
Esti Jedeikin and Ron Benveniste present
659 Belmont Avenue, Westmount

A true Westmount classic semi-detached cottage beautifully renovated
and upgraded while preserving the details and charm that make this a
special home with stunning oak woodwork throughout, high ceilings,
and large rooms. The centrally air conditioned ground floor has a wide
Entry Hall with a Powder Room, Double Living Room with 2 fireplaces
and pocket doors, Dining Room with fireplace and space to easily seat
12 guests. Beautiful original oak Butler's Pantry with wet bar leading to
an exquisite Kitchen with top of the line appliances, gas cook top, and granite counters, open to
a Family Room with access to the garden. Upstairs, cooled using split units, we have a double
Master Bedroom with sitting room, fireplace, walk-in closet and bathroom ensuite that is pure
luxury. There are three other bedrooms, 2 with private studies, as well as the family bathroom with
separate tub and shower units. There is two car parking at the front.

For information and viewing: 514.933.6781
RE/MAX WESTMOUNT INC. Chartered Real Estate Broker 1330 Greene Ave.
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The Confucius Institute
in Quebec
at Dawson College
is offering you
an exciting
selection of courses:

Computers &
Technology
Photoshop,
Dreamweaver,
Illustrator, InDesign,
Flash, AutoCAD,
3D Animation,
etc.

Photography
Camera Basics, Digital
Photography 1 & 2
Photographing People,
Wedding Photography,
Photoshop for
Photographers, Winter
Photography, etc.

Languages
English, French,
Chinese, Japanese,
Spanish, Italian

Winter 2009
OPENING HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Online and in-person registration
Centre for Training & Development
4001 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West
Office 2G.1
Montreal, QC H3Z 3G4

Professional &
Personal
Development
Strategies for the
Self-Employed,
Becoming a Freelance
Writer, Aging
Gracefully, “Finance”
your Life Style,
Fundraising, Event
Planning, “Greening”
on a budget, Taste &
Nutrition Combo, etc.

• Introduction to Chinese Painting
• Introduction to Chinese Calligraphy
• Traditional Chinese Medicine
• The Certificate in Teaching Chinese
Language
and

Chinese Language courses
(Mandarin),
levels 1 to 5

For a complete listing,
please visit our website:
www.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/ctd

Tel: (514) 933-0047
Fax: (514) 937-3832
ctd@dawsoncollege.qc.ca

For registration, contact the Centre for Training & Development

www.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/ctd
514 933-0047
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Letters to the editor
More library, please!
Once again the Westmount Public Library was closed three days over Christmas and three days over the New Year’s
holiday. The banks, notorious for short
working weeks, were closed only two days
for both holidays and I cannot think of any
Westmount department that was closed
for three days each time. The arena, for instance, closed for only two days during the
whole of last year.
Why can’t the library follow suit?
The Côte St. Luc public library is open
365 days a year, recognizing the need of its
citizens. Could at least the reading rooms
not be open more often, if not the book departments? In winter, many seniors go for
walks and it is pleasant to stop by at the
reading room and warm up by catching up
on some magazines and newspapers.
I invite the readers to respond to this
letter and to press the city administration
to adjust the working days of the library.
Paul Anthony, de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Westmount as
it should be
I agree wholeheartedly with Lesley
Aiton (“Owners Buy Into Neighbourhood
As Is”, December 17, p. 4) when she writes
that the legacy of our city council will be
to have “allowed changes which will profoundly change the character of our community.”
I have regularly walked up to the sum-

mit taking various routes from lower
Westmount and am shocked at the number of oversized houses that have been
constructed. They do not fit the ambience
of the area at all.

Further down the hill on Bellevue, the
city has permitted a major change to the
height of a heritage home, which at the
same time will block the view of the neighbours nearby.
And in lower Westmount, council has
changed the character of the playing fields,
placing a fence around 60 percent of the
fields, making them a quasi-private space
for organized soccer.
Now the mayor wants to build an arena
mega-complex in a neighbourhood hardly
suitable for such a giant project.

Council seems to think that we are a
suburb, but it is my feeling that they are
slowly eroding the reasons that most people come to live in the special urban environment of Westmount.
I have great sympathy for the people
who have had their residential areas altered. I hope that something can be done
to change the permit application process

to enhance transparency and to prevent
this type of thing from happening to others. And I hope it can be done quickly before more damage is done to the character
of our community.
Marilynn Gillies, Melville Ave.

Fountains for Westmount
Fountains bring movement, life,
sparkle and gladness to any location. In
Westmount, they are conspicuous by their
absence. There is one at 1 Westmount
Square, but its raised location near the ex-

tension entrance to Atwater Metro is cunningly concealed from public view. It does
not often play and its design is as clinical
as the angular dark glass building itself.
Except for a couple of spouts (which cannot be considered fountains) in Westmount Park pond, I cannot think of other
fountains in Westmount.
But come spring, heads of passers-by
will be turned by the sparkling waters of a
graciously designed 3-tiered fountain opposite Westmount city hall. The apartment
complex between Kitchener and Redfern
has been renewed from the roof down to
the exterior landscape; the walls repaired
and cleaned; the copper cornices over entrances and coats-of-arms at windows
painstakingly replaced. There only remains for the paint to be stripped from the
main doors to bring out the warmth of
golden oak and the beauty of the sparkling
panes of bevilled glass they frame.
Constructed in the early 1920s, I would
think that if the architect and first owner
could return, they would approve its transformation (which deserves an award from
Heritage Montreal).
I wonder: could Westmount be nudged
to install a fountain in front of city hall?
It would bring sparkle to the triangle
and landmark Westmount as effectively as
Geneva’s striking 140-meter 1891 fountain
landmarks it. Taller than the city hall tower
and colourfully lit in December, it would
make Westmount’s Jet d’Eau Christmas
Tree play a truly Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!
Stephen Chin
Sherbrooke St.

History quiz: Well House reborn in the 1960s
By Doreen Lindsay
Question from p. 8. Who built the Well
House at 555 Victoria Ave.?
Answer: Monica Grahame, artist, with the
consent of Frank Jarvis, owner of
Riverview, the 1847 Justine-Solomée Hurtubise house on Côte St. Antoine Rd.
Well, the Well House was of course
built on top of an old well. If we could go
back to 1847, we might see JustineSolomée Hurtubise come out of the new
red brick house (Riverview) that her husband Ephrem Hudon had just built for
them on the old Côte St. Antoine Rd.,
lower a pail into the well to draw up water,
and then carry it just a few steps to use for
cooking and bathing in her new house.
She might then scrub the floor before
throwing the water on the plants outside.
We can still see this house today behind
the elegant additions and renovations
made in 1879. Victoria Ave. was not ex-

tended north of the Côte Rd. until 1898.
Did Ephrem Hudon also build the first
house around the well? I do not know.
I do know that it was not until 1960
that Monica Grahame, a local artist who
lived around the corner on Grosvenor
Ave., fell in love with the (then non-residential) structure and wanted to live there
that the small red brick house as we see it
today came into being. She arranged with
Frank Jarvis, who had owned the Hurtubise property at the corner of Côte St.
Antoine and Victoria Ave. since 1942, to
rebuild it.
Her son Donald Grahame explained to
me how he and his mother arranged with
a Polish contractor, Mr. Jenquire (sp?), to
do the renovation. He had his crew take
apart the old building brick by brick, dig
out a basement, lay a cement floor and
reset the large beams. A fireplace was built
facing the new bay window set in the front
of the house, and a small addition for a

kitchen and bathroom was added. The
Monica Grahame died on Christmas
well was capped and remains under the Day 1964, just one year after this article
house, as do many throughout West- featured her beloved house. When Jarvis
mount.
died on February 6, 1970, the executors of
There is a very informative newspaper his estate sold the Well House to his
interview with Monica
housekeeper, Joan VerGrahame in the Christreault. They also sold
To become a member of the
mas 1963 issue of the Westmount Historical Association, the large house now
Montreal Star, in which
numbered 513/515 for
phone 514.925.1404 or visit
she explained what this
$58,000 to Laurette
www.westmounthistorical.org
fairy-tale house looked
Payette Sauvé on Seplike inside when she first saw it.
tember 30, 1970. Today the Well House is
There were two rooms downstairs, one again owned by the proprietors of the
still had a well in it and the other was used main house at 513/515 Côte St. Antoine Rd.
as a potting shed. There was no foundaDuring the Christmas holidays, Westtion, only an earth floor. The beams sup- mounters used to take delight in walking
porting the roof were dovetailed, no nails. past or taking friends over to see the gailyShe told the interviewer that she saw a decorated little Well House. This year
family of field mice running across the there were no pine branches, big red bows
floor and birds in the attic. She also spoke or green wreaths as in previous years.
about finding used bricks from the demoDoreen Lindsay is the president of the
lition of houses when Dorchester Blvd.
Westmount Historical Association.
was widened.
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Underdog
By Fern Breslaw

Shiny

2008 was a big year for
dogs and dog lovers in Westmount.
The puppy mill crackdowns motivated more of us
to get involved in animal
rights then ever before. Underdog saw
some amazing people extend themselves to dogs who really don’t have a
chance without them.
So instead of starting off the new
year with something shiny and new, we
are keeping with Underdog’s mission
and opting instead for the old and forgotten. One such character is a well be-

haved and affectionate rottweiler-Lab mix who has been
sitting at the SPCA since September, slowly collecting dust.
Her name is Shiny, which
is a little ironic given that she
is going on 10 and not exactly
in high demand.
Still, despite her lacklustre
status, Shiny is a real favourite
among SPCA volunteers who desperately
want her to find a loving home, preferably one without other dogs or small children.
Who knows, after all we have learned
from 2008, maybe someone will opt to
give Shiny a new start for 2009. She can
be visited every day at the Montreal
SPCA.

Snow clearing
continued from p. 1

is currently allowed at last year’s emergency site – the Turcotte yards.
There are other bottlenecks. Some mechanical break-downs can be handled on
the spot, but if not, a replacement piece of
equipment must be brought in.
Also, heavy equipment workers, by law,
can work no longer than 14 hours a day,
even if many of the other crew members
can and do work longer. Last, but not least,
speed is not the only criterion, “It’s all
about efficiency and safety, rather than
speed of removal,” said Monteiro.
For more coverage of Westmount snow removal, see our February 20 edition available
online at www.westmountindependent.com.
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Quebec Classifieds
Antiques

Companions

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treasures into
ready cash. International buyer wants to purchase your antiques, paintings, china, crystal, silverware, jewellery, rare books, sports, movies,
postcards, coins, stamps and records. 514-5019072.

Tired of investing in relationships that never seem
to go anywhere? Misty River Introductions has
people interested in finding partners for life. Quebec’s traditional matchmaker. Call (514) 879-0573.
www.mistyriverintros.com.
Financial Services
FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in debt! Stop
the harassment. Bankruptcy might not be the answer. Let’s find a solution – Free Consultation. Bill
Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-983-8700.

Foot Care Clinics

$500$ LOAN SERVICE, by phone, no credit refused, quick and easy, payable over 6 or 12 installments. Toll Free: 1-877-776-1660.
For Sale

Initial Visit: $30
Additional Visits: $25

Polar Bear, Artic Fox, Wolverine and Cougar Rugs
for sale. Call 450-638-0873 or email sales@iron
horsewearhouse.com. Open 7 days a week. www.
ironhorsewearhouse.com.

Queen Elizabeth Health Complex

The Quebec Community Newspapers Association can place your ad into 28 weekly papers
throughout Quebec – just $160. Book 3 weeks
within a 6 month period and receive the 4th week
free! One phone call does it all! Call Marnie at
QCNA 514-453-6300. Visit: www.qcna.org.

Tuesdays & Wednesdays
Call: 514 866-6801

Griffith McConnell Residence
Fridays
Call: 514 482-0590

A FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE – Get your first
month free. Bad credit, don’t sweat it. No deposits, no credit checks. Call Freedom Phone
Lines today toll free 1-866-884-7464.
NEW FULLY LOADED COMPUTER $29.99/month!

Comin’ Up...
In-house financing everyone’s approved*. Right to
your doorstep from only $29.99/month: MDG Desktop Intel processor, 2 GB memory, 500 GB HD, 22”
LCD flat panel, Windows Vista or 15.4” Notebook!
Bonus 20” LCD TV with DVD! (call for conditions)
1-800-236-2504.
#1 high speed internet $18.95/month. Absolutely no
ports are blocked. Unlimited downloading. Up to
5Mps download and 800Kbps upload. Order today
at www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1-866-281-3538.
HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best Price, Best Quality.
All Shapes & Colours Available. Call 1-866-6526837. www.thecoverguy.ca.
BUILDING SALE!... Rock bottom prices. Beat next
increase. 25’x 40’ $6,190, 30’x50’ $7,295, 35’x60’
$12,400, 40’x60 $15,330, 60’x100’ $36,800. Others!
Pioneer Steel Manufactures. 1-800-668-5422.
Since 1980.
AFFORDABLE PHONE RECONNECTION. Bad
credit – no problem! Call Tembo Telecom and ask
about our new customer special. Sign up online
and save $20. 1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca.
Vacation/Travel
TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES – Save 60-80% off
retail! Best resorts & seasons! Throughout Canada,
US, Caribbean and more! Call for free catalogue
today! 1-800-731-8046 www.holidaygroup.com/sc
ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES – Book online at
www.canadatravels.com and save more on your
vacations. Use code NCA74327 for discount or
call us toll free at 1-800-563-5722.

Wednesday, Jan. 14: Seniors’ Luncheon
served at 12:15 pm at Centre Greene.
Three-course, home-cooked meal, served
in a friendly environment. $5. 514.931.
6202. 䢇 Drumming workshop at Centre
Greene with Steve Zangwill of Rhythm Exchange takes place over four Wednesdays
from 7:30 to 8:30 pm on January 14, 21, 28
and February 4. $100 for 4 classes. 514.
931.6202.
Wednesday, Jan. 14: Special city council
meeting (310 Côte St. Antoine demolition
appeal) at 6 pm at city hall.
Thursday, Jan. 15: Retrospective of Anne
Fish paintings runs from Jan. 15 to Feb. 7
at The Gallery in Victoria Hall. Gallery
hours are Mon-Fri from 10 am to 9 pm,
and Sat-Sun from 10 am to 5 pm.
Friday, Jan. 16: Dr. Howard Chertkow,
McGill Professor of Neurology and Co-Director of the JGH-McGill Memory Clinic
speaks on “When forgetting becomes a
problem” at 12:30 pm at the Atwater Library and Computer Centre (1200 Atwater). Free. 514.935.7344.
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Camp owners! Counsellors!
Campers! Camp alumni!
Do you want Westmounters to
come to your camp? Ask about
advertising in our camp issues.

Advertising works™
Call David: 514.935.4537
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Westmount Profile: Rev. Kenneth M. Near

Connecting with roots
By Laureen Sweeney

A

fter 30 years as an Episcopalian
priest at landmark churches in the
United States and even longer as an
inner city community worker, Rev. Kenneth M. Near has taken up a new challenge in Westmount.
The former professional musician, who
played French horn in a touring production of Jesus Christ Superstar, was inducted January 6 as rector at St. Matthias’
Anglican Church. And already, he says, he
feels right at home in the new position.
“It’s an empathic attunement,” he says,
“a perfect fit for who I am, what I have
been doing and what I hope to achieve
going forward.”
Near says his move to Canada is also a
reconnection with his family roots that include a French Canadian grandmother
and United Empire Loyalist farmers in
Ontario. It also comes full circle with his
own theological training at Trinity College,
University of Toronto.
Lived the cultural revolution
“I’ve lived the cultural revolution. I was
born into it, and it’s part of the mix of my
life,” he says. “I will eventually become
more involved in the whole region, though
I’m mindful I have to speak French better
than I do.”
An American and father of two married
children, Near retired last June after a career of three decades. The last 16 years
were as rector of St. Paul’s Church in Englewood, New Jersey, one of the first
racially integrated churches in the US – in
1870 right after the Civil War.
At age 56, however, and “highly energetic”, Near began looking for new opportunities after completing his certification
as a pastoral counsellor and clinical chaplain.
“I was fascinated by the proximity of St.
Matthias’ to downtown Montreal, its
anglo-francophone culture, and its deep
commitment to worship, music and community work as the original site of the
Meals on Wheels program.”
While his first Sunday at the Westmount institution came at the start of December, being a seasoned priest, he was
able to step right in during the busy
Christmas season at the same time as
dealing with immigration, moving to a
new home and downsizing.
Though typically serving in affluent
parishes, Near is passionate about out-

reach work with people in high needs. His
calling to the ministry stems from longtime work in the impoverished and often
violent inner city Cass Corridor of Detroit.
Visited Hebron camps
Of “great significance,” he adds, was his
participation in a delegation of the Christian Peacemaker Teams that visited Palestinian refugee camps at Hebron on the
West Bank in 2002. Three years later, two
CPT colleagues were taken hostage on a
similar Iraq mission: Canadian Jim Loney
from Ontario and Tom Fox, an American
who was later murdered.
As one of Westmount’s newest residents, Near now lives at the rectory at Redfern and Sherbrooke. But for now, he
explains, “We’re a family in transition.” In
April, Karen, his wife, will join him after
completing her term as a grade 5 public
school teacher of children with special
needs in Englewood. Two cats, Benny and
Ozzy, have already taken up residence,
however.
Among many family members and
friends who attended his induction were
son Martin, 29, with his wife, Jennifer
Ashe. Professional musicians living in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, they both sang
during the service.
Daughter Lydia Kaspar, a medical student in New York, is on surgical rotation
at St. Barnabas’ Hospital in The Bronx and
was unable to attend. She is expecting the
Nears’ first grandchild, a girl, in June.
Music continues to be a driving force in
Near’s life. Playing French horn since
childhood, he now enjoys singing the
church liturgy and listening to music at
home. “I’m an audiophile,” he says with
an admiring glance at two huge speakers
that preside over the living room.
Born in Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan, Near grew up in and around Detroit
as the son of educators and peace activists.
He graduated in arts in 1975 from Wayne
State University, and then in theology
from Toronto in 1978. His first ministry
was in the small northern Michigan town
of East Tawas on Lake Huron.
After seven years, he made a “huge adjustment,” becoming the liturgist canon at
the Cathedral Church of St. John in the
Wilderness in Denver, Colorado, one of
the largest Episcopalian churches in the
country.
Another seven years brought another
move, this time across the country to Englewood so his musically gifted son, then

Kenneth Near (centre) with Karen, his wife, and Martin, their son.

age 10, could accept an invitation to become a chorister at St. Thomas Church on
New York’s Fifth Avenue. Its boys’ choir is
considered to be one of the finest in the
world, Near explains.
Now, with his move north, he plans to
take the arrival process slowly, he says.
“But then I plan to call on the congrega-

tion to clarify our work.”
He views the future of the church as
being “a clear clarion for justice in a place
where people can express their deepest
values of love and reconciliation.” And for
Near, on a more personal level, this is
achieved through “music, worship, direct
action and community outreach.”

Shop Westmount!
These Westmount shops have chosen to support the Westmount Independent for all of 2009. They are helping us bring you Westmount’s only
Westmount-owned newspaper.
Retailers: call us to find out how to join! Special package available before
February 28.
Shoppers: Watch this section for more of our fine neighbourhood stores.
Enjoy the fresh air, leave your car at home and avoid parking hassles. Shop
local!

Sharyn Scott on Consignment
Women’s and Men’s
Quality, gently used clothing,
shoes, handbags and jewellery
4925 Sherbrooke St. West (at Prince Albert)

(514) 484-6507
Since
1977

For high-end non-surgical
corrective skin care, go to

www.lisaanella.com

HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke Street West
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#8 bestseller
(Montreal Gazette – December 20, 2008)

“… in this delightful book
… Abbott and her husband,
Niels Jensen, have made a
noble effort to preserve
what remains [of
Townships barns].”
from “Local treasures”
by John Kalbfleisch in
Montreal Gazette’s Books
section (November 29,
2008)
“one of the most
comprehensive portraits
of Townships’s history
that you are likely to find.”
The Townships Outlet
(October 16, 2008)

“The over four hundred
beautiful images, along with
a text that entertains as it
instructs about the history
of barns and rural life in this
region, make this book not
only a fascinating read, but
also a commemoration of the
area’s rural heritage, which
is disappearing.”
Victoria Vanier, Stanstead
Journal (November 19, 2008)

Available locally at Westmount Stationery • Hogg Hardware • Nicholas Hoare
Also available at Paragraphe, Indigo & Chapters
Hundreds of photographs • Detailed history of barns, fences & farming • Hardcover, colour with dustjacket • 306 pages

A must for Townshippers, weekenders and ex-pats.
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TANIA KALECHEFF
B.Arch. • Chartered Real Estate Agent

Selling fine homes since 1981
JUST LISTED

WESTMOUNT ADJ. $274,000

WESTMOUNT $438,000

DOWNTOWN $420,000

Charming 3 bedroom ground floor
condo w/ original details. Country style
kitchen. Garden. Parking. Best buy.

Truly move-in classic 2 bedroom + den
ground floor condo. Renovated 2005.
Great eat-in kitchen. Private backyard.

Top floor, 2 bedroom loft style condo
with fireplace. Luxury renovation 2007.
Totally Zen! Also for rent. $2,050/m

JUST LISTED

NEW

DOWNTOWN $299,000

OLD MONTREAL $1,800/M

WESTMOUNT $1,700/M

Best buy! 2 bdrm, 2 bth. Ideal location
steps to McGill and PdA.

Beautiful 1 bedroom condo w/ terrace,
1½ bath, garage, pool. Furnished
or not.

Ideally located on Elm, beautiful 2 bdr
and 3 bdrm apts. w/ balconies,
heat incl.

THINKING OF SELLING?
It is not too early to start planning. Let my 25 years of experience, and background in
architecture and marketing give you the edge you need in today’s competitive market.

WESTMOUNT

514-488-1049 • 514-933-6781
finehomes@kalecheff.com

www.kalecheff.com

