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Tell-all aims to dispel merger ‘myths’ with new charges

Megacity a breeding ground
for corruption: Trent book
By Laureen Sweeney
The way the Montreal megacity was
created through “annexation” has allowed
corruption to grow out of a well-entrenched foundation fed by the awarding
of “juicier and plumper” contracts, Mayor
Peter Trent contends in a book to be released next week.
“Had the megacity been created by a
true merger – the joining of equals – Montreal’s penchant for corruption might have
been dissipated or at least diluted,” he
states.
In The Merger Delusion: How Swallowing Its Suburbs Made an Even Bigger Mess of
Montreal, Trent says that in his view “it is
unfair to place blame for the spate of scandals squarely” at the feet of Mayor Gérald
Tremblay.
“The megacity is ungovernable, its ad-
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ministrative and political structure is a
Petri dish in which corruption can breed,”
he maintains.
Cooked up behind closed doors
As new revelations emerge almost daily
from the Charbonneau commission, Trent
chronicles “price fixing, bid rigging and a
little highway robbery” during the postmerger period, which started January 1,
2002. The water-meter fiasco, he alleges,
was “handled in classic Montreal style …
cooked up behind closed
doors, and it smelled of continued on p. 11
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Belt-wielding man told to buckle up

Two men ticketted after library
altercation spills outside
By Laureen Sweeney
A man and a youth were issued tickets
October 29 for fighting after an altercation
that began in the Westmount Public Library spilled out into the parking lot,
where they were found pushing and shoving each other, according to Public Security officials. They were identified as NDG
residents aged 16 and 49.
The dispute, which apparently began at
about 8:36 pm when one man told the
other he was making too much noise,
caused the librarian to push a panic button bringing public safety officers to the
scene.

It took two officers to separate the fighters, after which one was ordered to put a
belt he was swinging back around his
waist. The other was reported to have remained calm.
Because both had assaulted each other,
police helped identify the two but left further action in the hands of public safety officers.
Both assailants were ticketted for fighting in a public place under By-law 1417 in
the amount of $647 for the older man and
$118 for the teen – the maximum allowed
for a juvenile. The youth also received a
$37 ticket for uttering profanities in a park
under By-law 69.

Don’t Miss It
Westmount Artisans’ Festival,
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 10 and 11.
See p. 24.
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PENTHOUSE – new listing

ZONED RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

445 AVE VIGER #1400 : Gorgeous, modern penthouse on 2 floors at the top
of Unity 2 building. Luxury finishings, top of the line features, a fireplace and
custom Italian white epoxy give this space an allure of opulence. Features
unparalleled views from every room and a patio overlooking Montreal
$1,850, 000

WESTMOUNT: 4610 ST CATHERINE: Ideal location for a residence or
business. Beautiful 3 bdrm with hardwood floors, & wood work throughout.
Bright with lots of windows & skylight. 2 prkg spots at the rear. Offers limitless
design potential. Fabulous opportunity, motivated seller.
REVISED PRICE $799,000

WESTMOUNT ADJ: 4918 PONSARD: Great 3 bedroom 2+1 bathroom home
in an ideal location. Bright & spacious rooms. Large backyard, with lots of land
great for families, children & entertaining. garage & driveway. Close to all
schools, amenities & public transport.
$975,000

BIG CORNER LOT

WESTMOUNT: 4476 ST. CATHERINE WEST, #104: 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, located in Le Westmount Ste-Catherine. Bright spacious groundfloor unit with private patio. Generous windows, fireplace and garage.
REVISED PRICE $459,000

REN

TAL

4255-4257 ST CATHERINE OUEST. Retail commercial space as per the city
of Westmount. In the heart of the Westmount business district. the second
floor office space is also available to rent.

NDG: 4100 AV BENNY B302.: Superb open concept condo. Living/dining
room with 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, stainless steel appliances. Beautiful oak floors
espresso brown, washer and dryer in unit, magnificent balcony views of the
interior garden, 1 parking, 1 storage locker in the basement.
REVISED PRICE $365,000

COUNTRY RETREAT

WENTWORTH: 20 CH LAURIER S.: Prestigious property, 400+ft.frontage on
Lac Laurier. Gated community. 2+1 bedrooms, 2+1 bathrooms,All appliances.
Located in lower Laurentians, one-hour drive from Montreal and less than an
hour from Mont Tremblant.
$575,000

WESTMOUNT ADJ.: 5090 GLENCAIRN: Bright and sunny home, very
spacious rooms located on a huge corner lot near schools. Ideal for pool and
great entertaining. Sought-after neighbourhood. Details given upon request.

REN

TAL

SUTTON: 689 BURNETT: A getaway gem not far from the city makes for the
perfect place to escape all the hustle and bustle. In proximity to Sutton, Jay
Peak and Owls Head, this furnished one bedroom cottage +mezzanine comes
fully equipped and is perfect for all seasons.
$1200/mo.
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Won’t participate in review process

Suburban mayors protest Montreal/agglo budget
By Laureen Sweeney
For the second time in two years, the
Association of Montreal Suburban Municipalities (ASM) has announced it would
not take part in the review process of the
Montreal budget that includes agglomeration expenses shared by all island of Montreal municipalities.
“The ASM no longer wishes to participate in this charade, nor lend credence to
a process that inevitably rubber-stamps a
budget controlled from beginning to end
by the executive committee of the city of
Montreal,” reads a statement issued by the
demerged municipalities’ group November 1.
Issued at the start of hearings into the
$4.9-billion
budget
by
a
joint
Montreal/agglo committee, which Westmount mayor Peter Trent co-chairs, the
statement explains that before financing
charges, the proposed spending of the city
of Montreal for 2013 will have increased
well over the rate of inflation, by 10.7 percent since 2011, while the amounts
charged to the ASM cities by the agglo will
have risen 25.5 percent since 2009.
Opposition leader Louise Harel has
since announced that Vision Montreal rep-

resentatives would also boycott the budget
review process.
Only hours after the ASM statement
was made public, Montreal executive committee chair Michael Applebaum announced the city would re-think the
budget before its scheduled adoption before the end of November.
“There are a lot of angry taxpayers,”
Trent told the Independent, “and I think
our declaration did have an effect – especially given the current revelations of corruption and lack of leadership in
Montreal.” (Montreal taxpayers face an
overall increase of 3.3 percent.)
Trent said it was unlikely the ASM –
which he heads – would reconsider its position in light of Applebaum’s announcement. Any changes would be only a
temporary Band-Aid solution that would
be sloughed off to next year. “It takes a
year to prepare a budget,” he said. “You
can’t radically change it in two weeks.”
Two years ago, when the ASM’s budget
recommendations had not been reflected
in the budget for 2011, Trent refused to attend further meetings of the committee
for that year, in protest. Since then he has
been pressing for urgent action on reducing pension costs in particular, with little

Laval mayor leaves UMQ, Trent returns
Westmount mayor Peter Trent confirmed last week he would be returning to
the executive of the Union of Quebec Municipalities (UMQ) at its next meeting November 23. His decision comes now that
Laval mayor Gilles Vaillancourt has been
asked to relinquish his own positions with
the organization.
As reported October 30, Trent was
awaiting confirmation that Vaillancourt
had been asked to step down before Trent
returned to the seat he vacated, in protest,
two years ago. It represents island of Mon-

treal municipalities.
Since then, Trent has been calling for
Vaillancourt’s removal in the wake of various allegations of impropriety against the
latter and recent police raids at his home,
offices and banks.
Trent said he has still not received a
reply from the UMQ to his own letter of
October 5 asking the UMQ to request that
Vaillancourt step aside. He learned October 25 through news reports that the
UMQ had acted.
– LS

action taken too late, he noted. It was only
recently that Montreal negotiated $50 million in cost-cutting over three years with
its blue collar workers starting with $17million in 2013, though the entire amount
had been promised a year ago, he pointed
out.
In the proposed 2013 agglo expenses of
the Montreal budget, the overall share allocated to the suburbs will rise by 2.58 percent. Within this amount, Westmount’s

GLENN ROBERTSON

apportionment will increase 2.56 percent.
For the first time, however, Montreal’s
overall agglo portion will rise 2.94 percent,
exceeding that of the suburbs due to its escalating property valuation.
It is not yet known what effect it will
have on Westmount’s budget for the coming year in which more than half pays for
agglomeration costs such as police, firefighting and transit services.

Custom closets and builtin furniture

You need space? We create space!

Our design experts will help you create a unique space using a wide range of
materials and colours to suit your lifestyle. We provide full service to help you
organize your closets, bedroom furniture, Murphy beds, entertainment units,
home oﬃces and other unique needs. We offer quality workmanship, prompt
delivery, and excellent customer service from our manufacturing plant in Montreal.
We have been serving our clients in Montreal and surrounding areas for over
26 years. Call us for your inhome consultation and 3D design.

5146338218
www.glennrobertson.ca
581 Lépine Ave., Dorval, QC

Great Revenue Properties for the Savvy Investor!
Accepted Offer

Accepted Offer

A great investment property – ideal for condo conversion, 20,000 sq. ft.
Villeray/Parc Ex: 3760 Cremazie Blvd. E.
$949,000

ANTONIOS XIPOLEAS

Great investment
property, always
rented, ideal for
owner occupant
on ground floor.
Close to all
amenities.
Annual revenue:
$34,800
MLS 9194532

PETITE PATRIE: 2007-2015 rue Dandurand $545,000

REAL ESTATE BROKER – GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST INC.

New Listing

Single standing
detached building
sitting on approximately 13,500 sq.ft.
Ideal for condo
conversion, garderie,
car wash, restaurant
and much more...
motivated vendor!!
MLS 10766344

ANJOU: 8430 Metropolitain E. $649,000

514.770.9476 – ANTONIOSXIPOLEAS.COM
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514 489-6793

SANDRA
ZELIKOVIC
514 489-6793

LUCETTE
HIVON
514 935-9582

LUCETTE
HIVON
514 935-9582

6056 Av. Krieghoff
Palatial 6,000 s.f. of space, cathedral ceilings. Skylights.
Bleached ash flrs, fireplaces. 30 ft indoor pool. 8,600 s.f.
manicured gardens. Roof top terrasse. $1,875,000
ADJ. WESTMOUNT
AARON
LERNER
514 995-6230

4925 Bessborough Ave.
Condo; Spacious Modern Lower & Basement. 2 Full
Baths. Open Concept Kitchen. Playroom. Private Cold
Room. Garage.
$439,000
WESTMOUNT ADJACENT
NATALIE
THÉORÊT
514-564-0470

UNIQUE! Space+++! Elegance+++! Location+++!
Modern comfort+++! Private terrace & garden! Garage
and parking!
Asking: $1,150,000
WESTMOUNT
DANIEL
SITCOFF
514 941-6115

Buy before Jay Peak's expected rising prices!
Lovely cottage, 4 BEDROOMS ON 80 ACRES OF LAND,
PRICE TO SELL! CALL for more details.
$650,000
WESTMOUNT
BOBBIE
LUBIN-KITMAN
514-484-8841

5260-5262 Av. Ponsard
Beautiful renovated revenue ($33,500) lower duplex,
lush green garden, 3 units and all rented.
$588,000
WESTMOUNT
SYLVIE
LAFRENIÈRE
514 895-7001

The Trafalgar – 3980 Côte-des-Neiges A32
A Mtl landmark! Spacious 1 bdr condo steps from Mt
Royal. Prestigious bldg, many services incl. doorman &
indoor prkg w/valet.
$325,000
WESTMOUNT ADJ.
SYLVIE
LAFRENIÈRE
514 895-7001

4410 Rue Ste-Catherine O., Apt. 3E
Elegant condo in heart of Westmount. 2 bedrooms
plus den and 2 bathrooms. Locker and garage. MLS
9776678.
$555,000
WESTMOUNT ADJ.
ANNE-MARIE
LARUE
514 919-0877

16 Bellevue
Stunning south views. City, river, contemporary open
concept, garden terrace, Gem! Phenomenal! Must see!
Mls#8550867
$3,350,000
Magog / Eastern Townships
ANNE-MARIE
LARUE
514 919-0877

4700 St-Catherine, #308
THE POM BUILDING! Sunny and spacious condos
steps to Victoria Village. 24hr doorman, A/C, garage, pool,
exer. rm. MLS 909182 & 19091821
Starting at $599,000
OLD MONTREAL
SAMARA
WIGDOR
514 575-6222

2021 Av. Grey
Gorgeous reno’d lower 3+1 bdr duplex, sundeck, F/P,
A/C, 1 garage+2 prkg. TOP LOCATION CLOSE TO
EVERYTHING! MLS 9558274
$559,000
DOWNTOWN
SAMARA
WIGDOR
514 575-6222

4740 Meridian Ave.(Circle rd. area)
Oasis in the city! Detached stonefront home, family
room off kitchen, garden, c/a, garage. MLS8755569.
$925,000
NDG
JOHANNE
LÉPINE
514 978-2131

200 Rue de l’Hermitage
Exclusive private Hermitage Club 12 rooms – 5 bdrms
– 4-½ bths, 2-car garage – Beautiful Landscaped
Grounds
$985,000
NDG
JOHANNE
LÉPINE
514 978-2131

LE SOLANO!
Stunning 1 bedroom in beautiful Old Montreal. Marble
floors & counters – indoor & rooftop pool & gym – all
appliances included. Garage. Mls 8765431 $359,000
OLD MONTREAL
TANIA
KALECHEFF
514 488-1049

400 DOWD
Downtown core near Old Mtl! High end condos with
all appliances incl. Full gym & spa, 12,000 ft garden.
Free iPad w/smart tech. incl. Starting at $198,000+taxes
WESTMOUNT
TANIA
KALECHEFF
514 488-1049

LE VILLAGE MONKLAND – 5875 MONKLAND
New Condo’s built w/the highest quality material and
many bright windows. This vibrant location has
everything to offer!
Starting at $288,000+taxes
DOWNTOWN
TANIA
KALECHEFF
514 488-1049

4218 HARVARD (CORNER MONKLAND)
Charming 3+1 bdr, warmth & friendliness w/cosy F/P –
lovely large garden. 2 prkg spots! Offered furnished
w/appliances. Just move in! Mls 9668176 $2,800/mo
WESTMOUNT ADJACENT
TANIA
KALECHEFF
514 488-1049

NDO
O
C
W
NE
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M
P
O
L
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4823 Sherbrooke West
1700 Dr. Penfield
2054 Sherbrooke W.
Spectacular penthouse of 3500 S.F. City and waterfront Prof. offices. 1531sq.ft. Reception, 3 closed offices, Bright and elegant 3 bedrooms, 2 bathroom apt. 1688 Traditional meets contemporary! Spacious 2 storey
views. 3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 2 garage.
conference room, storage & multipurpose room sq. ft. Hardwood floors. Fireplace. Doorman. Excellent condo, 3 BDRMS, 2 baths, garage. 1682 sq. ft.
www.kalecheff.com
$2,200,000 w/kitchenette. Elevator. Garage.
$10/sq. ft. value! MLS 9927429
$599,000 Renovated 2011. MLS 10075079
$668,000

RE/MAX du Cartier ...a leader far and beyond!
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Arena-less Westmount hockey grows
By Michael Moore
The National Hockey League’s labour
dispute may have put a damper this season on hockey-crazed Montreal, but Westmount’s elite youth players still turned out
in record numbers for the double-letter
teams.
“I see this as tremendous growth in the

double-letter program, and I hope to keep
the momentum going as we move to our
new recreation centre,” said Westmount
sports coordinator Andrew Maislin.
This season, Maislin’s goal was to have
150 Westmounters try out at the doubleletter level for the Cobras, a hockey amalgamation composed of Westmount
LaSalle, Verdun and Côte St. Luc.

The blue-clad Peewee CC Cobras and the other double-letter teams play their home games at LaSalle’s
Jacques Lemaire Arena.

Introducing

He came up just shy of his target with
147 players trying out, but Westmount is
still being represented on the Cobras in
record numbers.
In all, 76 Westmounters made AA, BB
and CC Cobras teams at the Atom, Peewee, Bantam and Midget levels, an increase of over 30 percent from the 58
players last year and more than double the
31 who played for the Cobras in 2010-11.
“The Cobras organization has worked
tirelessly to integrate the Westmount players into the system and the results are
showing,” said Maislin. “The Cobras are
having a fantastic start across the board.”
The Cobras play their home games at
Jacques Lemaire Arena in LaSalle, allowing them to largely avoid the scheduling
pitfalls issues caused by the lack of an
arena in Westmount this season.
Finding enough ice time for the city’s
eight inter-city teams, however, presents a
more difficult challenge for the sports department.
“This year, the schedule is on a weekly
basis as I have to move teams and games
around to maximize ice,” said Maislin.
“Parents and players have
been very accommodat- continued on p. 22

Introducing

Harmony Balance
Perfection Originality
Enjoy intimate dining with
friends and family in the
comfort of your home.
Use our exquisite
catering for your
next corporate event.
John Andrew Doig
Tel: 514-387-6222
info@wolfemontcalm.com

9050 ave. du Parc
www.wolfemontcalm.com

Introducing

Introducing

3680 Pierre-Daviault
St-Laurent
$ 2,495,000.00

60 Aberdeen
Westmount
$ 1,595,000.00

15 Grove Park
Westmount
$ 1,369,000.00

3001 Sherbrooke West, apt. 806
Westmount Adj.
$ 895,000.00

4700 Ste-Catherine W., 301
Westmount
$ 1,499,000.00

557 Roslyn Ave.
Westmount
$ 1,469,000.00

295 Victoria Ave.
Westmount
Apt. 303: $ 379,000.00
SOLD - Apt. 304: $ 587,000.00

3 Westmount Square, apt. 214
Westmount
$ 488,000.00

REAL ESTATE BROKER - GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST INC.
T: 514.933.9998

F: 514.508.9680

MR@MARTINROULEAU.COM

Many more properties on www.martinrouleau.com
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Opinion

Let’s train ourselves to avoid boondoggles
condo building (on
the east) before
At an October 4 public meeting, the
reaching Brickpoint
city’s Urban Planning consultants, Atelier
on the west side and
B.R.I.C., presented some preliminary findMartin Swiss on the
ings about what could be done, urban
east – the true beplanning-wise, in the Victoria village. One
ginning of the retail
of the principal sites identified for potenzone of the Victoria
tial re-development was the former train
village.
station located at the southern end of VicPeople have said
toria Ave., south of St. Catherine St.
that the parking lot
There are so many ways such a project
at Prince Albert and
could be done badly.
St. Catherine is far
Furthermore, given that the city owns
from the retail area
the train station (a unique situation
of Vic village. If so,
among the sites targeted for redevelopthe train station is
ment), it is possible that public money and The Westmount train station is barely visible from the edge of Victoria village’s only more so. And
residents’ time could be wasted here.
retail area, never mind its heart.
Photo: David Price most people certainly don’t want
condo buildings on the northeast and
The location
users driving to whatever could exist at the
northwest corners of St. Catherine and
Firstly, the myth of the site’s proximity
train station.
Victoria. North of them, on the west side,
to the retail area of Victoria village should
Make no mistake about it: the station is
are two residential buildings: a triplex with
be fully exploded.
isolated. If an entrepreneur wants to try to
addresses on York and the Château WestThe train station is located well south
make something work there, let’s listen;
mount seniors’ residence. On the east side
of the far side of St. Catherine, which itself
but the city’s dollars and residents’ unpaid
is a garage (not a walk-to, window-shopis a wide street by Westmount standards
efforts should be applied elsewhere.
ping or impulse-purchase kind of place)
and one of the few in the city to have a meAlso, there is always the danger that if
and an office building housing Spa Aliyah,
dian. These aspects cut the station off
something does succeed there, it might
which is the only true retailer on that
from the retail area.
annoy the residents living close to it.
block. Further north is another condoAlso, none of its neighbours are retailminium building. One must go even furProposed uses
ers. The two rows of townhouses south of
ther north, cross de Maisonneuve and skip
St. Catherine are residential, as are the two
There are also some very questionable
an office building (on the west side) and a
specific uses that have been proposed for
the station, and many involve public
funds.
First, consider a public museum or
archive centre. These uses would require
extensive renovation at public expense.
Councillor Cynthia Lulham explained at
the meeting that electricity and plumbing
We are Westmount.
would
all have to be re-done from scratch.
Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am
How Can We Help You?
I’ve heard estimates at anywhere from
Publisher & editor-in-chief: David Price
Stories and letters
$500,000 to $1 million. And don’t forget
editor: Kristin McNeill
Kristin McNeill: 514.223.3578
the running costs: (unionized) personnel,
indie@westmountindependent.com
cleaning, electricity, heat, insurance – the
Chief reporter: Laureen Sweeney
list
goes on.
Advertising Sales
Letters & Comments:
It
is certainly understandable that the
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to
Westmount Historical Association wants
advertising@westmountindependent.com
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300
to get its paper archives out of its floodwords and submit before Friday 10 am to be
We also publish the Free Press
prone
basement office at the Westmount
newspaper in Hampstead,
considered for publication the following week.
Côte St. Luc and NDG.
Public
Library, but there must be cheaper
Please check your letter carefully as we may be
solutions:
an office elsewhere within an
unable to make subsequently submitted
Accounting & Classified ads
existing municipal building or even rentchanges. Email any letter or comments to
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138
ing a space from a third party somewhere
indie@westmountindependent.com.
office@westmountindependent.com
in Westmount – maybe in Vic village.
16,250 copies
@WestmountIndie
What about one of those empty shops?
A Westmount landlord would get a tenant,
Audited by
Westmount Independent
the city would save renovation (and other)
costs and acquire a flexible and time-limOwned and published by:
ited space, and the location could be muSherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9
tually beneficial for the Historical
By David Price

WESTMOUNT
INDEPENDENT

Fax: 514.935.9241

Association and its new, walking-distance
neighbours. If it turns out the city is unwilling to spend thousands or tens of thousands of dollars on such a lease, people
should definitely not be talking about
spending hundreds of thousands of city
dollars on the train station.
Regarding flower or farmers’ markets,
they have many of the same drawbacks –
and some other ones, too.
Firstly, it is likely that some public
money would be needed to get things
ready for such an endeavour, even if some
major costs (e.g. heating, personnel) could
be avoided. But then there would be all
sorts of supervisory and regulatory needs.
Who would sell what? On what days of the
week? At what time of day would selling
start? And, more importantly for nearby
residents, at what time would deliveries
and set-up begin? (Haven’t these residents
suffered enough from the MUHC superhospital?) Would special clean-up be necessary?
And, as one prominent local merchant
pointed out to me, would a market compete with existing sellers of flowers, fruits
and vegetables? It is one thing for businesses to compete due to individuals’ decisions, and another for the city to invite
competitors to operate on its property.
The city, its council and administration
is already beset with issues: pension costs,
agglo costs (and agglo pension costs) and
the municipal perennials: bikes, floods,
parking, traffic, train noise, construction
site problems, taxes. Do we really want to
give them another thing to worry about, be
questioned about, be criticized about?
What should go on at the train station?
I propose one of two things for the station. Firstly, the status quo is not bad. An
attractive building has been preserved and
is there as a testament to the city’s history.
The city can use it for low-maintenance,
low-impact “tenants,” like snowploughs.
On the other hand, if some brave entrepreneur wants to propose a use for it,
the city should listen. It is an opportunity
for the city to make money, as opposed to
spend it. If the private party executes leasehold improvements at its own expense
and comes up with a schedule for use that
does not bother local residents, the city
could greenlight the project – and be a
winner no matter how it turns out.
David Price is the publisher of the
Independent. He lives and works two
blocks from the station, likely out of earshot
of any train station uses.
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Opinion

Make Vic village more appealing by reducing cars
By Daniel Lambert
The segments of Sherbrooke St. and
Victoria Ave. within Vic village represent
the heart of Westmount – that is, where
most residents and visitors go year-round
to stroll, shop, eat, meet friends or to just
enjoy city life. Tax-paying Westmount residents and village merchants expect and
deserve a public and commercial space
that reflects the quality of the shops, parks,
the library and the rest of Westmount.
But those two streets have one very serious problem: they are dominated by six
and four lanes respectively of motor vehicles, which blight the view, are noisy and
are a danger to pedestrians and cyclists.
So despite the valiant efforts by shop
owners to beautify their store fronts in an
attempt to make Sherbrooke appear more
attractive, it is not surprising that merchants complain about low pedestrian traffic and low sales. Their beautifying efforts
are largely undermined by the overwhelming presence of motor vehicles.
In short, Vic village has nice shops and
restaurants in an unattractive environ-
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ment. Furthermore, more than half of the
motor vehicles driving along Sherbrooke
are just passing through, thereby compromising the quality of the area without any
offsetting benefit. The village falls far short
of current best practice for high-quality
public spaces in progressive cities.
The current street design also excludes
safe access to Vic village by bike, thereby
providing an incentive to residents to drive
rather than cycle. A recent survey indicated that nearly 20 percent of Westmount
residents cycle regularly and 28 percent of
households do not own a car, so no doubt
many more residents would choose to
cycle if the city provided safe access.
Safe bike paths would also eliminate cycling on the sidewalks and would be consistent with the city’s objectives of
reducing traffic, promoting active transportation and attracting younger families.
Our association therefore asks the city
to consider the following suggestions for
the Vic village area:
• On Sherbrooke St. between Claremont
and Lansdowne, the current one lane of
parking and two lanes of traffic in each

,$& $

direction be replaced, also in each direction, by a bike lane next to the sidewalk,
one lane of parking and one lane of traffic – thereby removing one lane of traffic
in each direction.
• Extending this street design west to Lansdowne is important, since cyclists from
Côte St. Antoine or above use Lansdowne to access lower Westmount and
the de Maisonneuve bike path.
• Narrow dividers, possibly with vegetation
in summer, be built between the bike
lanes and the parking lane to separate
pedestrians and cyclists from motor vehicles. These dividers would help calm
traffic, secure the bike paths and enhance street life.
• Deliveries to shops and restaurants could
be scheduled outside of rush-hours or
during the day as they are on other twolane commercial streets in Montreal.
• The city would have to consider how best
to link the Sherbrooke bike lanes with
the de Maisonneuve bike path, although
north-south car traffic is generally less intense than along Sherbrooke.
• If Montreal was to implement priority

bus lanes, Westmount could close street
parking on one side of Sherbrooke during rush hour to accommodate those
buses.
Westmount residents and Vic village
merchants have an important stake in the
village, and we all suffer from the current
street design. The above changes would
help beautify and transform this district
and make Westmount more appealing to
residents, merchants and visitors.
We realize that the Master Traffic Plan
is meant to address traffic issues throughout the city in a holistic manner, but excess
traffic in the commercial sector of Vic village is so degrading that we feel it should
be a priority issue in both the Vic village
development plan and the Master Traffic
Plan.
We hope the city will choose this opportunity to significantly reduce the presence of motor vehicles along the
commercial sections of Vic village to establish a much more attractive and liveable
heart of Westmount.
Daniel Lambert is president of the
Westmount Walking and Cycling Association.
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Portfolio Management

(514) 289-0079
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Residents show support

Wallace charged with assault, claims self-defence
By Isaac Olson
According to police, Civis “Tony” Wallace, who is regularly stationed outside the
Metro grocery store asking people for
pocket change, allegedly assaulted someone on October 2 and was ordered to appear in court on October 16.
By the time that day rolled around, the
prosecutor added assault with a weapon to
the charges, but a municipal court clerk
told the Independent that Wallace did not
appear and has subsequently been
charged with failure to obey a court order.
His preliminary hearing, the clerk said, is
now set for January 10 for all three
charges. For just the assault-with-aweapon charge, Wallace, 57, faces up to 18
months in prison.
“I don’t want to go to jail, buddy,” said
Wallace in a street-side interview on Victoria Ave. as pedestrians occasionally
dropped money in his outstretched cup.
He greeted nearly every pedestrian with a
smile mid-interview, calling them “friend”
or “buddy” as they walked by his white
lawn chair and plastic-bag suitcases. His
broad smile and closely shaved head is a

familiar sight to anybody who regularly
strolls the area.
“I couldn’t believe it when I looked at
the court papers and found out they
charged me with assault with a weapon,”
he said.
Wallace claims the weapon in question
was a bag he was holding.
Claims couple had been harassing others
He said that he has had ongoing problems with a couple that, claiming to be
homeless, have been harassing other people who ask for money on Westmount’s
streets and that these issues have been ongoing for a number of years. The couple,
he said, has been stealing money and valuables while running cons throughout the
area. On October 2, he said he decided to
confront them about their recent activities
and, after they walked by, he followed
them north from his spot on Victoria to
Sherbrooke St., where an altercation ensued.
Wallace said that he came to blows with
the man, and that his face was scratched
in the brawl. The woman backed off, called
the police with her cell phone and her

Glen site development

P U B L I C IN FOR MAT ION SESSIO N
The McGill University Health Centre, the Groupe immobilier santé McGill, the Shriners Hospitals
for Children – Canada, the Ministère des Transports du Québec and the City of Montreal
are inviting you to a public meeting to inform you of the upcoming work for next year and the
mitigation measures that will be taken to limit the impact on your neighbourhood.

WHAT?
WHEN?
WHERE?

Public information meeting
November 13, 2012, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
5100 De Maisonneuve Boulevard West, Glen Hall (métro Vendôme)

Additional information available online at muhc.ca/construction

boyfriend ran away, Wallace explained,
making it seem as though the man was
never there.
Wallace was put in cuffs when police arrived, he said. With his hands fastened behind his back, he looked over at the
woman and, he said, she was giving him a
smile as she made up a story – telling police she was alone and assaulted by Wallace as she walked down the street.
Wallace insists that he did not assault
the woman but, instead, got into a brawl
with her boyfriend. Wallace defended himself against a physical attack, he said, not
the other way around.
However, Station 12’s Constable Julie
Côté said the police report indicates a different story. Details about the victim and
the victim’s testimony are confidential, the
constable explained, but she verified the
suspect and victim knew each other for
quite some time and they have had many
verbal altercations in the past. This time,
she said, the victim opted to press charges
against Wallace but, before arresting the
suspect, police interviewed several witnesses of the altercation, who verified the
victim’s story.

Police charged Wallace with assault but
Côté said it is not uncommon that the
prosecutor changes or increases the
charges after his or her own investigation.
Sometimes, she said, prosecutors will interview victims, witnesses and more before deciding on what charges best suit the
alleged crime.
Resident writes character reference
In the meantime, Westmounter Loy
Denis had written a letter of character reference for Wallace. Denis did not witness
the incident, but she and her family have
made an effort to help Wallace whenever
they can. Describing Wallace as “Mr. Popularity,” she said the hope is that the court
will accept the character reference. Wallace
has also been collecting signatures of support backing Denis’ claims, and another
resident is also reported to have written a
letter of reference.
Denis told the Independent that, in the
letter, she stated, “I was surprised and dismayed to hear Tony was accused of assault, and this was not something I would
ever expect of him as he is a very friendly
and pleasant person.”

COMPU
COMPULSIVE
MPU
UL SI V E CHECKING
CH EC
CKING
IN
N OCD
O CD
D TREATMENT
TR E ATM
T E NT RESEARCH
R ESE A RC H
Do you repeatedly check that items are as they should be (such as locks, stoves,
doors, etc.) or to make sure that they’re safe? Do you currently have unwanted
thoughts, images, or impulses that you haven’t properly checked these items?
Do you experience doubt on a regular basis? Do these behaviours and thoughts
cause distress or interference in your life? Have others commented to you that you
spend too much time checking?
If you answered “yes” to any of the above and you speak English on a daily basis,
you may be eligible
eligibl for one of two treatment research studies at the Anxiety and
Obsessive Compulsive Disorders Laboratory at ConcordiaUniversity.
FINANCIAL COMPENSATION WILL BE OFFERE
OFFE D.
For more info
ormation, please contac t Gillian at the Anxiety and Obsessive
Compulsive Disorders Laboratory:
galcolad@live.concordia.ca
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Nightmare on Sherbrooke St. and Arlington ‘St.’

The expressions on the faces of members of the Vogelsang and Dancik families said it all concerning
how scary the goings-on were at the Westmount Lawn Bowling Club on the evening of October 31, when
the building was transformed into a haunted house for Halloween. From left: looking somewhat like
Freddy from Nightmare on Elm Street is Jillian Barnes of the city’s Community Events division,
which helped coordinate the setting-up of the haunted house, and Westmounters Lilly Vogelsang,
Markus Vogelsang-Dancik, Carolyn Vogelsang, Lukas Vogelsang-Dancik and Charles Dancik.

A house on Arlington was decorated to the hilt for Halloween, as evidenced the next day, November 1.
The coffins appeared to be made of wood and life-sized, and the fence made of iron. Presumably the
skulls were not real.
Photo: Ralph Thompson

Photo: Martin C. Barry

FOR
Event

WINTER 2013
SUBSIDIZED
COURSES!
by Emploi Québec: $2/hr
For more details please call or visit our website.
Eligible working participants can receive
subsidized training for:

• AutoCad – Level 2
• HTML5
• Illustrator – Advanced (Level 3)
• Oracle
• Simply Accounting – Level 2
• SolidWorks – Level 2
• SQL Advanced – (PL/SQL)

Languages:
French; English
40 hours: $255
November 19 to December 13, 2012
Mondays to Thursdays
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Intensive courses, Evenings
Atwater

4001 de Maisonneuve Blvd West
Suite 2G.1, Montreal QC H3Z 3G4

Direct Access

Office hours: Mondays to Fridays
8:30 am to 4:30 pm

514 933-0047
www.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/ctd

2 complete
pairs of glasses
for the price of one!
Choose from
our 2 for 1 selection.*
26 LOCATIONS ACROSS
GREATER MONTREAL
INCLUDING :
930 Ste. Catherine St. W.
(Corner of Mansfield)

514 875 1001

newlook.ca
Eye examinations on the premises by optometrists
Outside prescriptions accepted

*With the purchase of a complete pair of glasses including frames and prescription lenses with scratch-resistant coating from the 2 for 1
selection, get a second pair of glasses from the 2 for 1 selection. Pay nothing for the lower priced pair. This offer is valid for a limited time and
cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Frames for reference only. Details in store. Michel Laurendeau, optician.
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Many fights end in one city
Excerpts from The Merger Delusion
These excerpts from The Merger Delusion
by Westmount mayor Peter Trent about the
final days of 1999 and through 2000 reveal for
the first time how the anti-merger fight was lost
as well as the discord that had developed among
suburban mayors grouped around either Trent
as their former leader or Verdun mayor Georges
Bossé, their new president in 1998.
The anti-merger forces were pitted against
merger architect Municipal Affairs minister
Louise Harel, Montreal mayor Pierre Bourque,
Premier Lucien Bouchard and Quebec’s designated point-person Louis Bernard. Bill 170 was
adopted in December 2000 creating the megacity..
*****************
Ch. 10: “Quebec’s Remedy: A Huge New
Government or a Huge New City?”
Harel, a short, handsome woman with a
quick toothy smile, would speak with her
trademarked hushed voice, a habit that Westmount goes to the anti-merger rally downtown December 10, 2000.
caused people to pay more attention to her.
Her tone could subtly slide into menacing, all without tervene to force municipalities to merge. You know, a
– p. 263
raising her voice. She was always icily polite to me but forced marriage is never a good thing.”….
never friendly, as if to send the message that a representative of working class indépendantiste Hochelaga-MaisonCh. 11: “Walking into a Trap”
neuve riding could never be chummy with the mayor of
Midnight of 31 December 1999 found me at WestWestmount. “You don’t win against the government,” she
mount City Hall with my faithful director-general, Bruce
told me….
St. Louis. We were watching in vain for a sighting of the
Premier Bouchard, a principled man at bottom, worY2K bug. As I walked home that night, I took stock.
ried about process as well as product. Intellectually, he
Bourque in his seemingly bumbling way, had managed
had trouble sharing Harel’s doctrinism, missionary zeal,
to get some heavy-hitters in his One Island One City
and moral imperturbability with which she faced the
camp…
prospect of imposing mergers. In November 1999 he let
Whom did we have in our corner? No one, no one at
his guard down with a local newspaper in the Saguenay
– p. 264-5
when he blurted, “I don’t think the lawmaker should in- all.

F UNERAL HOMES

— SINCE 1840 —

COLLINS CLARKE
MACGILLIVRAY WHITE
ALL THE SERVI C ES O F A FUNE RAL COMPLEX — T HE AMBIENCE AND COMFORT OF YOUR HOME

INTIMACY — COMFORT — PROFESSIONALISM
200 SEAT CHAPEL • RECEPTION HALLS
FUNERAL PREARRANGMENTS
CREMATION AND COLUMBARIUM
27 Salisbury Ave
(exit 49, highway 20)
Pointe-Claire, QC H9S 3Z2

5610 Sherbrooke West St.
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
Montréal, QC H4A 1W5

307, promenade Riverside
Saint-Lambert
QC J4P 1A7

Martin Allaire, Director - West Island/Montréal/South Shore

514 483-1870 - 1 888 342-6565 - WWW.DIGNITEQUEBEC.COM

Our side was pathetically
weak. And we were playing
a game of chess with someone who had all the powerful pieces, who could take
as long as she wanted before making a move, and, in
fact, who owned the chessboard. There was really no
single directing mind on
our side, as each piece more
or less did what it wanted.
On top of it, some chess
pieces were removed from
the game and others even
fought among themselves.
– p. 265

Photo: Laureen Sweeney

Ch. 12: “Hope and Betrayal: Bernard Proposes,
Bouchard Disposes” (2000)
Politically, we were outwitted, outgunned, outflanked
and outclassed. As we had felt our fate closing in on us
while “negotiating” with Bernard, most mayors had been
grasping at straws. Some were almost pleading for their
lives. It was not an edifying performance. When we first
sat down with Bernard, Bossé was belligerent, demanding
that Bernard work from first principles. By the end he was
almost meek. As Montreal North Mayor Yves Ryan said
about Bossé, “He flies off the handle easily, but he ‘deangers’ as quickly as he angers.”
The only good thing to happen on 15 November was
that, because of what we saw as the government’s duplicity, all the Island’s suburban mayors were now reunited,
saying that they would fight the megacity to their last
breath. Said Bossé, “We’ve been laughed at enough. People won’t accept the bloody mess that the government
wants to put us in. Bouchardville will not be built peacefully, that’s for sure.”
– p. 305
And even when we finally got around to girding our
loins, we sent mixed messages to Bouchard and Harel….
The people had no idea what was going on until the
smoke cleared and they discovered that Bouchard,
Bourque, and Harel had won the Island, the south shore
and Quebec. It was a rout.
– p. 321
From The Merger Delusion by Peter F. Trent (McGillQueen’s University Press, 2012). Excerpts from the book
have been reprinted by permission of the publisher.

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.
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Trent book
cont’d. from p. 1
corruption.”
In a candid tell-all exposé of how the
anti-merger fight played out behind closed
doors, he reveals the disarray of suburban
mayors and how events in his personal life
shaped his decision not to seek another
term as their leader at a critical point in the
fight.
He also tells how he fell out with Vera
Danyluk, chair of the Montreal Urban
Community, and admits he even once, a
long time ago, voted for the PQ.
“I wanted to put it all on the record and
to be completely forthright,” he told the Independent last week. The book took five
years to complete.
Public ‘lied to’
“In essence, the public was lied to,” he
explains. “They were told that mergers
would save money and would redirect suburban tax revenue to Montreal. They were
told that mergers were a world-wide trend
and had always been imposed in Quebec.
None of these things was true.”
After creation of the megacity, Trent became, in his own words, “the self-imposed, full-time, pro bono leader of the
demerger movement.” He had started
alone but by 2004, there were “dozens of
elected officials and thousands of citizens
keen to fight the good demerger fight.”
The book is slated to be released by
McGill-Queen’s University Press November 12 coinciding with a press conference
at Westmount city hall. A book signing of
English and French editions at Westmount Public Library takes place November 13 from 4 to 6 pm and the next day at
the Salon du Livre at Place Bonaventure.
Its 672 pages include numerous supporting notes and documentation.

On Westmount, its
people, its mayors
In tracing the failed fight against the
forced mergers and the successful bid
by Westmount and some other suburbs
to demerge in 2006, Mayor Peter Trent
attributes the achievements of Westmount to “the virtue of smallness” and
debunks the so-called “economies of
scale” argument used to create the
Montreal megacity.
Even though he introduces his book
The Merger Delusion stating “This book
is not about Westmount, my Camelot
lost and mostly regained…” the example of Westmount appears time and
again including his personal opinions
of past mayors with whom he had
worked.
While Mayor Donald MacCallum
“rather liked his tipple,” and represented establishment, he suggests, his
successor, Brian Gallery, preferred
milk, brought out the best in his council team and “became establishment.”
By comparison, May Cutler, the
city’s first woman mayor, was anti-establishment, “judgmental but not
grudgemental,” brutally honest, “and
most of her councillors couldn’t stand
her.”
Westmounters take to streets
Describing the way hundreds of
Westmount volunteers took to the
streets and worked behind the scenes
to preserve – and then regain – the
city’s autonomy, he quashes three
“myths” about today’s Westmounters:
“that all live in mansions, are AngloSaxon and are rich.”
Instead, today’s population is middle class and heterogeneous with 50
percent living in “lower” Westmount,
south of Sherbrooke.

Real Estate Sales

John Kranitz

Patrick Molson

514-941-3066
JohnKranitz.com

Canadian Art
& Antiques

Real Estate Broker
Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

Selling or Buying
Thomas Castle

By appointment only

514-794-1829

514 886.6683

certified real estate broker

thomascastle@royallepage.ca
Groupe Newton – real estate agency

‘Blue wave’ hits Westmount High

Hip hop dancer Lukas Lock teaches a group of Westmount High students the choreography to Blue
Wave’s signature “dance of love, acceptance and compassion” on October 22.

By Michael Moore
With the issue of cyber-bullying prominently featured in the news, students at
Westmount High School were invited on
October 22 “to ride the blue wave” to increase dialogue about bullying and adolescent mental health issues.
The entire school was in attendance for
an interactive presentation by the Blue
Wave Foundation, a non-profit organization that sports the slogan “It’s Ok 2B
Blue” as part of its goal to eliminate stigmas surrounding mental health issues.
“Everyone goes through hard times.
Sometimes we don’t feel comfortable talking to friends and think our family won’t
understand,” said Lukas Lock, a Montreal
native and one half of the hip-hop dance
duo Shadow Twins, the day’s main act.
The Blue Wave presentation interspersed a trio of hip-hop and b-boying performances with personal stories about

bullying and reaching out to those suffering from depression.
“The option is not to give up. It is never
the option,” said Lock.
Doubling as performer and speaker, he
related his story of having being bullied as
a teenager and having his baseball dreams
dashed by a freak injury.
Rather than wallowing in self-pity, he
said, he joined a hip-hop dance class and
channelled “being blue” into his new passion.
“I said to myself, ‘Whatever it is, I will
try something new and commit to it my
fullest,’” he said, who has since travelled
around the word as a dancer.
The presentation, Blue Wave’s first in
Quebec, came less than two weeks after
the highly publicized suicide of 15-year-old
Amanda Todd. The teenager was found
dead at her Port Coquitlam, BC, home on
October 10, five weeks
after posting a YouTube continued on p. 23
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CHW art auction event sold out, Heenan guest of honour
Social Notes
from Westmount
and Beyond
Veronica Redgrave

tending were Yehouda Chaki, Norman Laliberté and Joan Marshall, wife of the late
Tom Hopkins.
The event featured works by over 40
artists, including such international luminaries as Jim Dine and Dale Chihuly.
Artists present were Jean François Provost,
Jennifer Hornyak, Peter Krausz, Alexandre Masino, Jordana Fleischer and John
Barkley.

A rainy windy eve did not hinder guests
arriving for the Canadian Hadassah-WIZO (CHW) art auction
on October 10. Held at Espace
Reunion, the sold-out event
raised a record $200,000 for children, healthcare and women in
Israel and Canada. Tickets were
$100.
Guest of honour was Westmounter Roy Heenan, founding
partner of law firm Heenan
Blaikie, who attended with his
wife Rae, wearing a beautiful
Chinese satin jacket in pale
lavender.
Heenan was introduced by
Westmount residents Helen and
Jacques Bellefeuille, past honorees and collaborators of the
Yehouda Chaki, left, and Normand Laliberté.
event. Other former honorees at-

From left: Helen and Jacques Bellefeuille, and Rae and Roy Heenan.

The event was co-chaired by Sarah Hutman, attending with her husband Gary,
and Lianne Routtenberg, with husband
Michael.
Guests included Westmounters Rubin
Goldbaum, Francine and Robert Wiseman, Reg Weiser, and former Westmounters Lynn and Andy Nulman, as well as

Maureen and Jack Dym, Joanne and
Harley Eisman, Helen and Stanley Cons,
and Wendy and Rob Gold.
Hard-working committee members included Jamie Lands, Yaelle Benhamou,
Meg Benaroch, Gilda Benhamou, Lauren
Small,
Susan
Abramowitz, Alice Anid- continued on p. 13

Investment Counseling

Strong investment performance doesn’t come primarily from
“buying good things”, but rather from “buying things well”.
No stock, bond or piece of real estate has the birthright of a
high return. It’s only attractive if it’s priced right.
At Value Contrarian Asset Management, “buying well”
is as simple as not overpaying for an investment.
Price paid is what matters.
Go ahead, ask us some tough questions. We understand.
After all, that would be the smart thing to do.
Call today
Ben Horwood
Tel.: (514) 398-0808
www.valuecontrarian.com

AMF BDNI Registration No. 21830
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Debut at Westmount Park
United

From left: Cara Itzkovitz, Jaqui Young, Alana Shiveck, Lianne Routtenberg, Sarah Hutman, Marcy
Segall, Maxine Sanders, Lana Socaransky and Samara Kornitzer.

Social Notes, cont’d. from p. 12
jar, Alicia Epstein, Roslyn Joseph, Anna
Kaufer, Marcy Segall, Maxine Sanders, Alison Miller, Jaqui Young, Lana Socaransky,
Cara Itzkovitz, Samara Kornitzer, Sigal
Weizmann, Thelma Shapiro and Alana
Shiveck, CHW Montreal president.
The auction was led by professional
auctioneer Neil Horowitz of Récupération

NH Inc. Art work sold that evening included a lovely John Little painting, donated from the personal collection of Roy
Heenan, which sold for $8,000; a fabulous
Tom Wesselman work for $15,000 and
Russell Young’s pink painting covered
with diamond dust, “Marilyn Crying,” for
$8,000.
CHW’s art auction celebrates 56 years
with the dual goals of promoting Canadian
artists while raising funds for children.

“Suite for a Small Frightened Child,” an original composition by NDG resident Franco Proietti (at
music stand), had its Westmount debut with a 15-piece orchestra on October 28 at Westmount Park
United Church after two inaugural performances at a St. Denis St. night club the evening before. The
show, which also included a performance of the music from Tim Burton’s Nightmare Before
Christmas, was part of a Halloween fundraiser for the St. Columba House after-school and
community lunch program in Point St. Charles.
Photo: Martin C. Barry
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Two serious vehicle collisions in two days, no serious injuries
By Isaac Olson
There were two serious collisions in as
many days on Westmount’s slopes and,
while nobody was severely injured, Station
12’s Constable Adalbert Pimentel is reminding motorists that driving on wet,
fallen leaves is like driving on ice. “And,
when driving on hills, you have gravity
working against you,” he said.
On October 30 in the early afternoon, a
79-year-old motorist was driving down Argyle Ave. near the Montrose intersection
when, trying to avoid an oncoming car, he
managed to lose control of his vehicle, said
Pimentel. The car veered off the road,
hopped onto the sidewalk and collided
with a tree. A witness told the Independent
that it took firefighters nearly 30 minutes
to extricate the passenger from the sedan.
See photo, same page.
According to the police report, the driver’s injuries were minor.
On November 1 just before 9 pm, a motorist driving on Summit Circle lost control, careened through a group of cedar
hedges and launched off a 10-metre cliff,
said Pimentel. The car landed on its roof
in a resident’s yard.
Somehow, said Pimentel, all three oc-

cupants of the car, two men and one
woman all in their early 20s, were not injured.
“They were very lucky,” said Pimentel,
noting they refused to go to the hospital
and were rather uncooperative with police.
The driver, explained Pimentel, smelled
of alcohol and was given a breathalyzer
test. The test showed evidence of some alcohol consumption, but the driver was
found to be under the legal limit of .08 percent. Therefore, there was not enough evidence to charge the motorist with
impaired driving.
However, back in April, a zero alcohol
policy was issued for Quebec drivers
under 21 and, in this case, the driver was
issued a ticket for having consumed some
alcohol. Drivers under 21 found with alcohol in their system face an immediate 90day license suspension. If convicted,
drivers can receive four demerit points
and fines ranging from $300 to $600.
Update: CIBC bank robber caught
In the October 30 edition of the Independent, Station 12’s Constable Julie Côté
said a man walked into the CIBC bank at
4854 Sherbrooke and demanded money
on October 23. The suspect kept his hand

research + care = lives saved

A car landed on its roof in a resident’s yard on November 1.

in his jacket pocket, indicating he had a
gun, she said, and the bank’s surveillance
cameras gave police a clear image of the
suspect.

Photo courtesy of Station 12 police

Côté said the suspect committed a similar bank robbery on October 28 just east
of Westmount on de
Maisonneuve, but this continued on p. 15

The new modern research
Help us save lives
facilities at the Glen site will

GIVE

to
• Include dedicated space,
equipment and an operating room
The Best Care for Life
for clinical trials
Campaign
• Create research neighbourhoods,
Call 514 934-1934, 23587
uniting all those working on the
same disease
Click muhc.ca/cause
• Speed up the transfer of new
discoveries to treatments and cures

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – November 6, 2012 – 15

Cyclist and pedestrian collide

As reported by an onlooker, this accident took place at about 12:40 pm on October 30 at the corner of
Montrose and Argyle. It took firefighters some 30 minutes to get the driver out of the car. Public Security
officials said that the driver was conscious and suffered slight shock.
Photo courtesy of Derek Drummond

Accident, cont’d. from p. 14
time security personnel apprehended the
man and held him until police arrived. It

turns out, she said, that the suspect was
wanted in connection with an estimated
six other bank robberies.

A cyclist and pedestrian collided on October 29 at the corner of Victoria and de Maisonneuve at around
12:30 pm. Urgences Santé and Montreal firefighters each responded with a vehicle, and the pedestrian
was transported to the hospital.
Photo: Independent

My Vision is to rewrite history in a stunning, modern way.
Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.
This homeowner was inspired by the historic lines of
the local warehouse district. They created a new home
design with a soaring 19-foot wall of windows. Only
Kolbe windows made it possible, and they can make
your vision a reality.

Bringing your vision to life takes a higher level of creativity and expertise.
Who you choose matters. Contact our experts for a personal design consultation.

MONTREAL DESIGN
(corner of Sherbrooke & Decarie)

5301 Sherbrooke O. Montreal, Que H4A-1V2
514-483-0606 www.mdportesfenetres.com

Left photograph courtesy of Benjamin Benschneider Photography & Janof Hald Architecture. © 2012 Kolbe & Kolbe Millwork Co., Inc.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.
Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.
For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com
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HOMES

PARK-LIKE LAND 19,461 SF

BEAUTIFUL LAND 13,170 SF

AV. FORDEN,
WESTMOUNT $5,500,000

SPECTACULAR HOUSE & GARDEN

CITY VIEWS

RUE REDPATH-CRESCENT,
‘GOLDEN SQUARE MILE’, MTL $5,900,000

RUE JEAN-GIRARD,
WESTMOUNT ADJ. $3,950,000

CITY &
RIVER VIEWS

SUMMIT CIRCLE,
WESTMOUNT $3,395,000

CH. DAULAC,
WESTMOUNT $3,350,000

FORDEN CR.,
WESTMOUNT $3,290,000

AV. CHESTER,
TMR $3,195,000

AV. MOUNT-PLEASANT,
WESTMOUNT $1,750,000

AV. BLOOMFIELD,
OUTREMONT $1,750,000

RUE ST-MATHIEU,
DOWNTOWN $1,595,000

AV. FORDEN,
WESTMOUNT $4,950,000

CITY &
RIVER VIEWS

POOL

THE BOULEVARD,
WESTMOUNT $2,900,000

AV. LEXINGTON,
WESTMOUNT $2,750,000

AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE,
WESTMOUNT $1,595,000

AV. KITCHENER,
WESTMOUNT $1,585,000

CITY VIEWS

2 GARAGES
PL. DE RAMEZAY,
WSMT ADJ. $1,899,000

MARIE–
YVONNE
PAINT
CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

514 933 5888
WWW.MYPAINT.CA
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4%-28'%
MAGNIFICENT

CONDOS

CITY & RIVER VIEWS

“ROC FLEURI”

LANSDOWNE RIDGE,
WESTMOUNT $3,900,000

THE BOULEVARD,
WESTMOUNT $4,900,000

RIVER VIEW

SPECTACULAR VIEW

RIVER VIEW

MOUNTAIN &
RIVER VIEWS
EDGEHILL ROAD,
WESTMOUNT $3,995,000

AV. ROSLYN, WESTMOUNT
$3,995,000

SPECTACULAR

POOL

AV. ABERDEEN,
WESTMOUNT $2,575,000

AV. DUNLOP,
OUTREMONT $2,295,000

BOUL. THE BOULEVARD,
WSMT $1,500,000+TAXES

AV. GROSVENOR,
WESTMOUNT $1,395,000

REDPATH-CR., ‘GOLDEN
SQUARE MILE’ $3,950,000

AV. SUNNYSIDE,
WESTMOUNT $3,950,000

AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE,
WESTMOUNT $3,250,000

SEVERAL APTS FOR SALE
$2,675,000 TO $11,000,000

2 GARAGES

AV. UPPER-BELMONT,
WESTMOUNT $2,195,000

AV. UPPER-ROSLYN,
WESTMOUNT $1,395,000

AV. PRINCE-ALBERT,
WESTMOUNT $1,389,000

AV. OLIVIER,
WESTMOUNT $2,150,000

AV. ROSLYN,
WSMT ADJ. $899,000

TERRACE WITH VIEWS
ON THE MOUNTAIN

AV. DU MONT-ROYAL O.,
LE PLATEAU-MONT-ROYAL
$4,850,000

2S

ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE AGENCY
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - N O 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.)
N O 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUÉBEC, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001
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FEATURED HOMES FOR SALE
WESTMOUNT

DOWNTOWN

SURREY GARDENS

$2,500,000 REDPATH

The perfect mix of contemporary and
traditional with a Zen garden and salt-water
pool. Simply stunning! A must see.

$1,795,000

Opportunity! Unique and renovated
2+2 bedroom bungalow w/2 FPs, a/c,
double garage & 2 entrances.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

ONLY
A FEW
LEFT!

Visit our sales office!
1368 Greene Avenue
Westmount
Monday to Friday | 12 pm to 4 pm
Saturday/Sunday | 1 pm to 4 pm

See all our
properties at

jillprevost.com

MOVE-IN READY CONDOS
WESTMOUNT
OPEN HOUSE SUN 2-4

PLATEAU

DOWNTOWN

COTE SAINT-LUC

285 CLARKE #401

CARRÉ ST. LOUIS

1455 TOWERS

MARC CHAGALL

2,051 sq.ft. corner unit
w/2 bedrooms, 2 bath,
balcony, 2 garages.
$1,295,000

Charming Victorian
2-storey, 3+1 bedroom
condo w/separate loft.
$749,000

2 bdrm renovated condo
w/unique, high quality
materials, 2 balconies, garage.
$499,000

1 bdrm, 1½ baths, renov.
granite kitchen, garden &
2 garages.
$299,000
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Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in September 2012
For real estate transfers, please
consult paper copy.
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September registrations almost all over $1M
Real estate
Andy Dodge

The following article relates to the registration of deeds of sale for Westmount property in September 2012, provided by city
officials. A list of sales can be found on p. 19.
Westmount real estate sales registered
in September this year showed little of the
worry about a new political direction in
Quebec, as 13 single-family dwellings and
one duplex sold for prices almost all over
$1 million, in fact three over $2 million,
though the average mark-up in the month
dropped from about 25 percent to only 15
percent, the lowest monthly average since
December.
The low average mark-up was strongly
influenced by the big mark-down in the
price of 32 Shorncliffe Ave., which
brought a price of $1,900,000 even though
it had an assessment of $2,280,000. Just
the removal of that one sale from the September list moves up the average by almost five percent.
Highest price in September involved a

nearby home, 756 Lexington Ave., which
sold for $2,837,000, only slightly higher
than its tax value of $2,793,000.
While the two sales might indicate that
higher-priced houses might be selling for
reduced values, in fact the other two $2
million-plus sales were in the normal
mark-up range. In fact, the highest markup of the month, 49 percent, involved 3269
Cedar Ave., which sold for $1,715,250.
Lowest price was for 1094 Greene Ave.,
$770,000, one of only two houses sold for
less than $1 million.
Only two condominiums changed
hands in September, bringing to 10 the
number sold in the third quarter of 2012,
down from 17 in the second quarter of the
year. Again, the average mark-up in the
third quarter is down from the average for
the April-June period, and the total average mark-up for 2012 is now almost exactly the same as it was for the year 2011.
(For one- and two-family dwellings, prices
are up eight percent over last year on a
year-to-year basis.)
The only other sale in September involved a usufruct (similar to condominium ownership but without full title)
at 435-37-39 Grosvenor Ave., where Apartment 6 and a parking space sold for
$625,000. This is more than double the
corresponding proportion of the three-

756 Lexington Ave.

storey apartment building’s municipal
evaluation, and in fact it is the highest
price paid for a unit since the usufruct
arrangement was established in 2004,
though three other units sold in the past
two years, all over $500,000.
The sales registered in September represent deals negotiated mostly in July and

REN

Marie-Laure Guillard

Carmen Berlie

Real estate broker

Real estate broker

514-918-6491

514-484-7656

www.mlguillard.ca

www.carmenberlie.com

experience – efficiency – personalized attention.

WESTMOUNT, KENSINGTON AVE.: Huge
condo on 2 floors, 2400 sf, 4 bedrooms,
3 baths, driveway (2), terrace with great
view. MLS 10854301 $755,000

August, though at least one was established as early as March, and one other
was set up on September 6 and closed less
than two weeks later.
Andy Dodge is a residential real estate
appraiser. His email address is
andy@andydodgeassociates.com.

TAL

STRATHCONA : beautiful furnished 4
bedroom house from January until mid July
– 2 car parking – great location.
MLS 10978944

THE TRAFALGAR – DOWNTOWN –
WSTMT ADJ.: for rent or for sale 2 units –
Penthouse (4 bdr) & 1 bdr – parking –
call us!

Meldrum The Mover Inc.
6645 Sherbrooke St. West
Tel: 514 481-1122 • Fax: 514 488-5305
Email: info@meldrumthemover.com
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Over 100 attend ceremony

New network co-sponsored by
Boeckh foundation geared toward
youth mental care
By Michael Moore

Corporal de Young of The Royal Montreal Regiment stands next to the cenotaph at the Remembrance
Day service, November 4. Members of city council stand in the background as Lieutenant Colonel
Sylvain Maurais led the service, which was attended by other regiments, The Rotary Club of Westmount
and the Westmount Historical Association to total over 100.
Photo: Ralph Thompson

A new $25-million network co-sponsored by the federal government and the
Graham Boeckh Foundation is focusing
on helping Canadian youth suffering from
mental illness. It was announced October
1.
“It is unfortunately the rule in Canada,
not the exception, that teenagers and other
young people suffering from mental illness still get either inadequate care or no
care at all,” said foundation chair Anthony
Boeckh, a long-time Westmount resident.
The first initiative under the federal
government’s Strategy for Patient-Oriented Research, the pan-Canadian network is designed to help fund researchers
and unite them with patients and health
care providers to ensure new discoveries
are taken from the laboratory and implemented in the country’s health system.
The investment will be shared between
the foundation and the federal government’s Canadian Institutes of Health Research, with each contributing $12.5

Tuesdsay, November 20 th , 2012

RESERVE YOUR SPOT!
Please call Carla Bolsius
at (514) 935-6357
or email bolsiusc@ecs.qc.ca

.

Doors open at 10:00 A.M.
Presentations begin at 10:15 A.M.
School tours follow until 12:00 P.M.

525 Mount Pleasant Ave Westmount, QC

. Tel.: (514) 935-6357 . ecs.qc.ca

ECS is an independent, English-language day school
for girls from Kindergarten to Grade 11.

Work trucks ticketted
When public safety officers answered a
call for construction work starting early at
6:38 am on October 27, they found the
workers on the scene but not yet working,
according to Public Security reports. They
were informed of the 8 am start time on
Saturday. But later, when five of their pickups and other work vehicles were found at
expired meters, $52 tickets were issued to
each truck because the workers had not reserved the spaces.
The largest inventory of prestigious
residences in Westmount

MISS EDGAR’S AND MISS CRAMP’S SCHOOL

Kindergarten Info’ Session

million over a five-year period.
“This project is deliberately ambitious
because we, and many others, want to
change how mental health care is delivered,” said Boeckh. “And we are going to
do it.”
The issue of youth health is one that literally hits home for Boeckh. Started in the
late 1990s, the foundation is named in honour of Boeckh’s son Graham, who suffered from schizophrenia and ultimately
passed away due to complications from
his medication.

LEASING LUXURY HOMES SINCE 1998

Visit our website:
www.groupecopley.com

AVAILABLE FOR RENT

447 MOUNT STEPHEN,
WESTMOUNT
$2600 Monthly

3019 DE BRESLAY,
MONTREAL
$6900 Monthly

1 SEVERN,
WESTMOUNT
$7800 Monthly

Upper apartment in semidetached duplex. Located
in the heart of Westmount.
3+1 Bedrooms, 1+1 Bathrooms.
See details at:
www.groupecopley.com
MLS # 9898362

Three-floor townhouse.
Elegant finishings,
private garden.
3+1 Bedrooms, 3+1 Bathrooms.
See details at:
www.groupecopley.com
MLS # 10614416

Fully renovated, semidetached cottage. Modern
design, 2 terraces, 2 garages.
3+1 Bedrooms, 2+1 Bathrooms.
See details at:
www.groupecopley.com
MLS # 8737399

HEAD OFFICE: 1190 Bishop Street, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3G 2E3
For more information, please contact Christine at 514-656-6437 ext. 108
Email: info@groupecopley.com
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Knife handed over to Public Security
A 22-year-old NDG man was to receive
a $75 ticket under By-law 1026 for carrying a knife in a public place after he
reached into his pocket and produced one
with a five-inch blade when confronted by
a parking inspector October 27, Public Security officials said.
Feeling threatened, the inspector called
for back-up. Public safety officers and police arrived on the scene.
The incident occurred at 7:34 pm in
front of 415 Mount Pleasant when the
parking inspector came across a car whose
right front wheel had allegedly been damaged in hitting the sidewalk. Walking to-

ward the inspector holding the knife, the
man stated he was using it to repair the
wheel and asked if it was legal. He was reported to be slurring his words.
Police identified the man, seized the
knife and handed it over to public safety
officers, who were processing the ticket.
The car was subsequently towed though
the reason was not reported.
By-law 1026, adopted in 1989, prohibits
the carrying of knives and similar
weapons including swords and machetes
in public places “without a reasonable excuse” (such as soldiers on parade).

Hockey, cont’d. from p. 5

for the assistance,” said Maislin. “Verdun
is running their own program at full capacity and still helping Westmount out.”
As the weather cools, Maislin is hoping
to return to the sport’s outdoor roots by
scheduling practices on the city’s cooled
outside rink.
The sports department has yet to make
a final decision on where to construct the
rink and may change its previously announced home in Murray Park.
When it does find a home, Maislin is
hoping to schedule two practices a week
on the rink for the city’s single-letter
teams.

ing as Westmount hockey adapts to the
current [arena] situation.”
Westmount hockey has turned to its
neighbouring associations for a helping
hand as it copes with the construction on
the new recreation centre. Cities and boroughs around the island of Montreal have
offered any free ice time they can spare for
Westmount’s 120 single-letter players,
while Verdun has agreed to take all of
Westmount’s home games at the Verdun
Auditorium.
“[Westmount hockey] is very thankful

Soins, aide et
répit à domicile
In-home nursing,
care & respite

M ISSION
Dedicated to filling the gaps in the Public Health Care
System by providing a competent team of registered
nurses and home-care aides to ease the burden of
chronic and terminal illness for clients and families.

S ERVICES
– Palliative care
– Respite care for parents of chronically ill children
– In-home support
– Foot care

Information: 514-866-6801
info@novamontreal.com

Hearing-impaired child
wanders off from school
By Martin Barry and staff
A 5-year-old hearing-impaired girl who
was found wandering in Westmount Park
on November 1 was returned to school by
a good Samaritan. She turned out to be a
student at St. Catherine St.’s Montreal
Oral School for the Deaf (MOSD), which
runs an integration program at Westmount Park School for 21 pupils, including the girl in question.
“I was walking across the park to come
home around 2:15 in the afternoon and
saw a little girl standing in the gazebo near
Melville Ave.,” a woman, who lives on St.
Catherine St., told the Independent. She did
not want to be identified.
“I said to her, ‘Where’s your mommy?’
I think she was hearing-impaired because
she had a device in her ear. She asked me
at one point, ‘Where’s my jacket?’
“She was feeling very cold. But when I
asked again where her mum or her
teacher were, she was not able to answer.”
When the girl was asked where she came
from, she pointed towards Westmount
Park School.
Taking the girl by the hand, the woman
led her to the school’s main entrance facing the park. According to her account, a
man who answered the door seemed very
surprised upon seeing the girl.
“He said [her name] and he seemed
upset upon realizing that she was outside.
I said I found her in the park, and he said
‘Thank you very much.’”
She described her emotion afterwards
as “shock to be honest … If this happened
to my child, I’d be very upset … What
scared me the most was that she was so
trusting.”
Martha Perusse, director of MOSD, acknowledged that one of the school’s teach-

ers lost sight of the child during a distracted moment.
“[The student had been] having an individual session with our teacher,” Perusse
said in an interview November 2. According to Perusse, the teacher then told the
child to go across the hall to the integrated
kindergarten class.
While she watched her proceed most of
the way, the teacher turned her gaze momentarily to write down a note. When she
looked up, the child was no longer in
sight, but the teacher figured she had entered the other classroom.
According to an email from Perusse received November 5 by the Independent, the
teacher realized a few minutes later that
something was amiss when the next child
did not appear for an individual session.
An inside search was begun and then an
outside one, which resulted in a MOSD assistant meeting the good Samaritan – outside the building, according to the email.
“I spoke to the teacher at length, and we
have also spoken with the parents,” said
Perusse November 2. She said it is something that happens occasionally in an educational setting, but rarely at her school.
The November 5 email added, “The
MOSD has taken this very seriously. The
parents were called and a plan put in place
to discuss the situation with the child both
at home and at school. The school has examined the situation and will continue to
do so. … Staff will certainly continue to ensure that each child is accompanied to
their destinations within the building
(bathroom, individual sessions room, etc.)
and will increase vigilance so that such a
situation will be avoided. … Our heartfelt
thanks to the lady who assisted in this situation.”

Bolla just shy of 10 votes needed to win $10K
Westmounter Geneviève Bolla was nine
votes away from winning a $10,000 dance
scholarship. She was one of three finalists
chosen by dance company Incognito, Elle
Québec and website Nous Sommes Les
Filles. She received 5,870 votes that were

placed online.
Bolla was planning to be in New York
City dancing for Gabrielle Martin in “Infraction” and from there travel to Calgary
to work on another project, according to
her advocate Marika Farkas.

ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Selling or Buying
Thomas Castle

• Financial statements analysed
• Personal & Corporate tax returns
• Representation on your behalf
at government tax offices
Leonard Klein,C.A. 514.499.1949
De Maisonneuve/Roslyn Ave.

certified real estate broker

514-794-1829
thomascastle@royallepage.ca
Groupe Newton – real estate agency
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The not-so-great outdoors
The
Underdog
Club
Cynthia Lee
Nusumareta isn’t a fan of the outdoors.
It’s not that fresh air and leafy trees don’t
have some appeal, but after nearly six
years spent exclusively outside, this husky
6-year-old is ready for a change. And who
can blame him with another long Canadian winter right around the corner?
Survival is taxing enough with the
never-ending fight to keep the bitter chill
at bay, and on the other extreme, struggling to stay hydrated and out of the burning hot sun during the summer months.
But this was life as Nusu knew it from
the start before the day he was rescued and
freed from his sorry-excuse-for-a-human,
who couldn’t be bothered to provide the
most basic lean-to for him and the other
living creatures.
Now that Nusu is under a foster’s care
through Sophie’s Dog Adoptions, he has
proven he is a survivor with good looks
and a fabulous personality to go with it.
Don’t let his dog-years’ teenage-hood intimidate you. He sometimes likes to challenge authority like the most raucous teen,
but then he comes begging for your approval when you ground him for stepping
out of bounds.
He also likes to get into some fairly routine annoying behaviour, like taking
undies out of the hamper and hiding those

Husky corralled, taken
to SPCA
With the help of a resident on Sunnyside October 28, public safety officers were
finally able to catch a husky that had been
running around loose for four days. Public
Security officials said the dog was dehydrated. After unsuccessful efforts to trace
its owner through a tag it wore from
Brossard, the dog was taken to the SPCA.

tightie-whities in a secret spot!
Nusu needs a constant and firm
human to help him rise above his teenage
angst and see him through to the other
side with grace and confidence. This is the
kind of dog who will jump into bed with
you if you let him and possibly steal your
pillow in the process. But, if you’ve recently come in from a life lived out in the
cold, you might do the same.
Nusu is looking for a new kind of
human companion who leads a more active-than-not lifestyle.
If you enjoy long walks in fresh air, but
enjoy coming home to the comforts of indoor plumbing and heat, Nusu and you
have a lot to discuss. Meet our hunky
husky by calling Sophie’s Dog Adoption at
514.523.5052 or info@sophiesdogadoption.com.
Drop us a line at
contact@underdogclub.org.

video detailing how she had been harassed
online and bullied.
“Our biggest challenge is the cyberbully. That is something that kids have
very easy access to and even the most
timid of kids can participate in it,” said
Westmount High principal Michael
Cristofaro.
In June, the provincial government
passed Bill 56, which requires Quebec
schools to implement and enforce antibullying and anti-violence policies and improve awareness of the issue in its student
body.
“Part of the process is to teach the kids
that it is neither right nor fair to bully,
which is the message we are trying to give
the kids,” said Cristofaro.
In addition to events like the Blue
Wave, Westmount High has a social services team that meets on a weekly basis to
look into reports of bullying and mental
health issues reported by both faculty and
fellow students.
“Our school community, even though
we’re talking about 850 students, is quite a
tight-knit community,” said Cristofaro.
“When someone is hurting, it’s felt and it’s
reported, and we do something about it.”

E & L Landscaping
Division of 3189171 Canada Inc.

25 years
experience
Nusu

Dog bite checked out
A man who was bitten outside Westmount Public Library October 29 by a
Labrador mix declined to press charges
after the dog was checked out and found
to be in good health, Public Security officials said. A little blood was found coming
from a puncture. The dog had a licence
through the SPCA but its owner, a nearby
resident who had remained on the scene
with the victim, was told to obtain a Westmount licence. The victim also lived in the
area.

Two cars broken into on Summit Circle
A car was broken into on Summit Circle October 27 and a blue backpack stolen,
according to Public Security patrollers,
who were flagged down by the victim. The
knapsack contained “nothing of value” but
two windows on the passenger side were
broken.

Blue wave, cont’d. from p. 11

The next day, another car had a window
broken while the driver walked her dog.
Two pairs of sunglasses were stolen but,
luckily, the woman had her wallet with her,
officers said. Both victims were advised to
report the thefts to police.

SNOW REMOVAL
• residential and commercial
Reasonable and reliable

Ernest:
514-941-2116

Keys retrieved from
manhole
A Westmount woman who accidentally
dropped a set of keys into a manhole outside 1245 Greene on October 29 turned to
public safety officers for help. Public
Works personnel were subsequently called
to remove the cover and retrieve the keys.
The incident occurred at about 4 pm.

CONSTRUCTION
I.J.S.
RESIDENTIAL*COMMERCIAL
MASONRY CONTRACTOR

•Brickwork •Stonework •Tuckpointing
•Foundation repairs •Concrete work
Ian Sutherland

Serving You for 20 Years

514.484.5070

constructionijs@gmail.com

R.B.Q. 5590 2787 01

Montreal’s Premier
Home Furnishings
Consignment Store
SHOP WHERE THE
DESIGNERS SHOP
Furniture, Mirrors, Silver, China,
Lighting, Decorative Accessories
Discover our Affordable
luxury that captures the
essence of your style!

514-564-3600
www.galeriem.ca
info@galeriem.ca
8160 Devonshire Rd.
Mont-Royal, H4P 2K3
TOGETHER WE MAKE CONSIGNING EASY!

Mount Royal
Roofing
All types of roofs
and brickwork

(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094
mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.

Serving Westmount for 50 years

Electronic
Independents
available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!
Sign up by writing us:
office@
westmountindependent.com.
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Comin’ Up
Wednesday, November 7
• “The Art of the Narrative” with Helaine
Kliger in the Westmount Room of the
Westmount Public Library, 2 pm. Part of
the 2 O’Clock Series. Register at the circulation desk or call 514.989.5299.
• “Interfaith Grandparenting,” 7:30 to 9
pm at Temple Emanu-El-Beth-Sholom
(395 Elm Ave.) with Rabbi Lisa Grushcow
and Jewish General Hospital’s Barbara Lis.
Free. RSVP by November 2: 514.937.3575,
ext. 212 or valerie@templemontreal.ca.
Thursday, November 8
• City of Westmount’s fall flower show
until December 1 at the conservatory.
• Alan Clack, who recently swam across
the English Channel (see story September
25, p. 1), is the first speaker of the Westmount Y’s fall member profile series, 6:30
to 8:30 pm in the Duckling/Beluga room
at the Westmount Y. Cost: $10 to benefit
the Y’s Strong Kids Campaign.
• Contactivity Centre craft sale and bazaar,
10:30 am to 3:30 pm at Westmount Park
Church (4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd.).
Christmas gifts, hand-knit toys and children’s clothes, home-baked goods, sec-

ondhand fashions, jewelry and books. Raffle and light lunch. Info: 514.932.2326.
• Montreal Storytellers’ Guild to hold its
monthly event, 7 to 9 pm at the Westmount Public Library. Free. Info:
514.593.9947 or mtlstorytellersguild@gmail.com.
Saturday, November 10
Westmount Artisans’ Festival, 10 am to 6
pm at Victoria Hall. Also, Sunday, November 11. Handcrafted items made by local
artisans. Admission: non-perishable food
items or $2.
• The University Women’s Club of Montreal’s “Discovering Hidden Treasures” antiques roadshow, 10 am to 4 pm at The
Atwater Club, 3505 Atwater Ave. Admission: $5.
Sunday, November 11
Centre Greene’s arts and crafts program,
10 am to 12 pm. For kids aged 5 and over.
Cost: $3.50 drop-in. 1090 Greene Ave.
Info: www.centregreene.org.
Monday, November 12
“New understanding of ovarian cancer
and its implications for the present and

the future; Robotics: The new frontier for
gynecologic cancer surgery,” presented by
Westmounter Dr. Walter Gotlieb as part of
a Goodman Cancer Research Centre public forum, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the McIntyre Medical Building (Martin Theatre, 6th
floor), 1200 Pine Ave. Free. Register:
514.398.4970 or annette.novak@mcgill.ca.
• Education night and mini workshops at
meeting of the Montreal Camera Club,
7:30 pm at Westmount Park Church, 4695
de Maisonneuve Blvd. Members to help
newcomers and veterans with camera
functions and digital skills using short tutorials.
Info:
johnzimmerman@videotron.ca.
Tuesday, November 13
• Signing of Mayor Peter Trent’s book The
Merger Delusion, 4 to 6 pm at the Westmount Public Library.
• Westmount Horticultural Society to hold
its AGM followed by Therese Romer, who
will explain how to bring in flowering
plants and bushes for the winter, 7 pm at
the Westmount Lawn Bowling Clubhouse.
Free for members, guests $5. Info: 514.
932.9349.
• The Westmount Healthy City Project

presents “Your 72-hour Emergency Preparedness Kit,” with David Sedgwick, director of Westmount Public Security Unit,
8:15 to 9:15 am at Victoria Hall. Free. Info:
Tom Thompson at 514.486.7723.
Wednesday, November 14
• Dawson’s professional theatre school’s
opening night of Julius Caesar, directed by
Jude Beny featuring third-year graduating
students, 8 pm. Runs until November 24.
Tickets are first come, first served. Cost:
Adults: $12; seniors/students $8; Dawson
students: $5. Info: www.dawsoncollege.qc.ca.
• Author Mary Soderstrom leads the Atwater Library book club in a discussion of The
Sisters Brothers by Patrick deWitt, winner
of the 2011 Governor General’s Literary
Award for Fiction, 7:30 pm. 1200 Atwater.
Free.
• Seniors’ luncheon at Centre Greene
(1090 Greene Ave.), 12:15 pm. Threecourse, home-cooked meal. Cost: $5.
RSVP: 514.931.6202.
• Rabbi Leigh Lerner of Temple Emanu-ElBeth Sholom reviews Suddenly, a Knock on

Art and craftsmanship conceived
as a single entity and applied to the
production of utilitarian objects.

WESTMOUNT
ARTISANS'
FESTIVAL
VICTORIA HALL
4626 SHERBROOKE W.
Saturday and Sunday
November 10 - 11
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Admission: Non-perishable food items or $2

continued on p. 25
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Cyclelogically speaking

Calendar, cont’d. from p. 24
the Door by Etgar Keret, 9:30 am coffee, 10
am review. 4100 Sherbrooke St. Info:
514.937.3575, ext. 217.
Thursday, November 15
• The works of Colin Thomson will be exhibited at The Gallery at Victoria Hall until
December 8. 4626 Sherbrooke St. Info:
514.989.5521.
• “St. Matthias’ Church – 100 year anniversary” with speaker Reverend Kenneth
Near, rector of St. Matthias’ Church, 7 to 9
pm in the Westmount Public Library, 4574
Sherbrooke St. Admission free for members; non-members $5 at door. Info:
514.989.5510.
• Retired child psychologist Margie Golick
to read from her new book The Life and
Rhymes of a Jewish Mother, 12:30 pm at the
Atwater Library, as part of the lunchtime
series. 1200 Atwater. Free.
Saturday, November 17
• Centre Greene’s Treats & Treasures craft
sale and bazaar, 10 am to 3 pm. 1090
Greene Ave. Over 30 crafters tables, Empty
Bowls Program, bake sale, raffle, children’s activities and luncheon. Free. Proceeds to go the centre’s community
programs. Info: Erica Bloom at
514.931.6202.

• St. Matthias’ Church’s Christmas fair, 10
am to 2 pm in the upper hall (entrance at
12 Church Hill). Crafts, books, baked
goods, jams and jellies, jewellery. Lunch
served from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. Info:
514.933.4295.
• Hamlet by Persephone Productions at
Victoria Hall, 8 pm at Victoria Hall. Also,
Sunday, November 18 at 2 pm. Directed by
Westmounter Gabrielle Soskin. Tickets:
Adults $25 or $20 for groups of 10 or
more; students and QDF members $15 or
$12 for student groups of 10 or more.
Available at 1.866.967.8167 or ShowTix4U.

Volunteering in and
around Westmount
Batshaw Youth and Family Centre is
looking for volunteer tutors in math and
French, according to the Volunteer Bureau of Montreal. They would tutor students from grades 3 to 11. They should
have good teaching skills, “the ability to
offer positive reinforcement and to help
build self-esteem.” For more information, please contact David Hurley at
514.932.7161 or www.batshaw.ca.

Craft Sale & Bazaar
Thursday, November 8th, 2012

Contactivity Centre
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W.
Westmount, corner Lansdowne Ave.
10:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Christmas Gifts Handcrafted Items Handknit Toys
 Handknit Children’s and Baby Outfits Homebaked Goodies & Preserves
Jewelry  Quality Secondhand Fashions  Books
 Raffle  Light Lunch Available

Image courtesy of www.clipartclipart.com

514-932-2326

A place for all to ride
By Rob Callard
As a bike commuter who rides into
Westmount from Beaconsfield nine
months of the year, I can attest that some
of the best riding is right now when the
roads are quieter, the bike path less congested and the serious cyclists who tackle
early-morning climbs up to the Summit
have traded in their road bikes for indoor
trainers.
Westmount is a Mecca for all types of
riders, and one only has to look at the variety of machines that dot the roads. Some
of the most advanced bike technology can
be seen rolling down the Glen in the early
morning hours, headed west along the Lachine canal path for training runs with
bike clubs or friends.
In Westmount Park, leisure riders
enjoy their hybrids, kids their mountain
bikes. Commuters have discovered “fixies,” the newest craze of single-speed bikes
seen racing down the de Maisonneuve
bike path to and from work downtown.
So what better time than the autumn to
take up the sport of cycling? The fall
colours have begun to subside, but the
cool weather makes for pleasant rides all
within minutes of our little city within a
city.
One of the gems we have at our
doorstep is the corridor between Westmount and the tip of the West Island in St.
Anne de Bellevue. A gem because it allows
cyclists of all levels to ride safely on bike
paths or less traveled roads, with the option of turning back at anytime once a
rider feels he or she has had enough. The
serious riders will make the 70-km round
trip to St. Anne’s in under three hours,
and will often be seen sipping espresso at
some great cafés along the way in Old Lachine, Dorval, Pointe Claire village or at
the locks in St. Anne’s.
The less experienced cyclist is able to
ride along this same route, knowing that
there are plenty of places to eat, rest and
get bike repairs if needed. One thing is
certain – the more cyclists attack this
route, the longer their rides become…
Riding in the fall also requires a small
investment in some warm clothes and
gear, but rest assured this is one of the
most pleasant times of year to ride.
I have been able to extend my riding
season by more than three months by riding a cyclo-cross bike, essentially a road
bike with relaxed geometry and cantilever
brakes that allow for wider tire clearance.
The history that dots Lakeshore Rd. is
another interesting facet to riding this cor-

ridor. In Old Lachine, one can marvel at
the architecture of old stone cottages, and
further west into Dorval and Pointe Claire,
one can take detours up side roads to peek
at the century-old homes once used by
wealthy Americans who came up to this
area to vacation.
For me, my 30-km commute to work
simply sets me up perfectly for the day,
and my return home lets me decompress.
Whatever the reason, the road awaits for
all to enjoy.
Rob Callard is an avid cyclist and
owner of Chez Nick on Greene Ave.

10 cars get $115
tickets for
blocking
driveways
By Laureen Sweeney
At least 10 tickets for $115 were issued
between October 23 and October 28 when
cars were found to have parked directly
across driveways to private homes blocking access, according to Public Security reports. All stemmed from complaints from
residents unable to get in or out.
One resident of Sherbrooke St., west of
Metcalfe, had to call twice on October 23,
first at 11:55 am when a blue Lexus
blocked the entrance and again at 9:22 pm
for another Lexus bearing a different licence plate.
The next day at 9:47 am, a tow truck
had to be called to move a Toyota Echo
parked across a driveway on Kitchener
when the resident had to leave. Added to
this ticket was the towing fee, which
brought the ticket to a total of $190.
Even though leaves tend to pile up the
curb at this time of year, said assistant director Greg McBain, the tickets issued
were at driveways that were clearly visible.
“We try to track down the owner of a car
obstructing a driveway if possible, often
through a parking permit.”
While almost all of the reported violation occurred in areas of high-parking volume, one of the tickets went to a car
blocking passage for residents of a house
on Grosvenor north of Sunnyside October
25. McBain questioned how people could
block driveways. “They just don’t seem to
care.”
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Woolhouse retires from dentistry
in Westmount after 35 years

Local directory
REDFERN
APARTMENTS

By Martin C. Barry

4413 STE-CATHERINE
Large 3½ with den,
4½ & 5½
Spacious suites, high ceilings, hardwood
floor, heating, hot water incl. Walking
distance to Greene Ave. shopping,
restaurants, metro, park & schools.

www.realstar.ca
*Ask about our incentives!*

1-877-730-6359
redfern@realstar.ca

WOOD FINISHING
TOUCH-UPS / REPAIR
SERVICE ON SITE
Kitchen Cabinets, Dining Room/
Bedroom Sets, Antiques,
office furniture

STRIPPING/STAINING
FREE ESTIMATE
l
Professiona
n
Craftsma

Henry
Cornblit
514.369.0295

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
• Financial statements analysed
• Personal & Corporate tax returns
• Representation on your behalf
at government tax offices
Leonard Klein,C.A. 514.499.1949
De Maisonneuve / Roslyn Ave.

BRYN WALKER

COLLECTION
HAS ARRIVED
5175B Sherbrooke West
corner Marlowe

After 35 years, Dr. Peter Woolhouse retired from practising dentistry in Westmount on October 24.
His very last appointment was with
someone close to his heart: his daughter
Kate, who lives a few blocks from his dental clinic. She had chipped a tooth a few
days before.
“It just happened that way,” Woolhouse
told the Independent.
He has served as president of the Montreal Dental Club, which is touted as
Canada’s oldest dental society.
Having taught at the McGill Faculty of
Dentistry for 22 years, several generations
of dentists in Montreal have received a significant amount of their training from
him. Woolhouse also has a masters degree
in education.
“Probably most of the English dentists
in Montreal who are currently practising
have been taught by him,” said Dr. Dou-

glas Hamilton, a dentist and the team
leader at Westmount Dental Care, where
Woolhouse last practised in Westmount.
Hamilton praised Woolhouse for his “personal and personable approach to the practice of dentistry.”
Over the years, Woolhouse has practiced from several locations. His first office was on St. Catherine St. for more than
15 years. He later had an office on Sherbrooke across from Victoria Hall.
In addition to spending his career in
Westmount, Woolhouse also grew up
here. His father, Dr. Frederick Woolhouse,
was chief of plastic surgery at the Montreal
General Hospital.
A resident of Victoria Ave. until just a
few years ago, Woolhouse now divides his
time between his home in Hudson and a
country house in Vermont.
“I practice two days a week in Vermont
and I’m going to continue,” he said,
adding that he also hopes to continue practising on a part-time basis in Hudson.

514-482-4702

PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
A small clinic with a great reputation for
high standards of physiotherapy – including
the most recent techniques promoted by
Advanced Physical Therapy Education Institute.
FOR FULL DETAILS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.annakirova-pht.com
5885 Cote-des-Neiges, suite 206 Tel: 514-750-5117

Electronic Independents
available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!
Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.

Dr. Peter Woolhouse’s last patient before retiring on October 24 was his daughter Kate.

Quebec classifieds
needed now. Visit our website today for mediate acceptance. Call toll free 1-855332-8797.
ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treas- more information.
Financial Services
Help Wanted
ures into ready cash. International buyer
wants to purchase your antiques, paint- FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in ATLANTIC BEEF PRODUCTS, Inc. is hirings, china, crystal, gold, silverware, debt! Stop the harassment. Bankruptcy ing full-time Meat Cutters. Candidates
jewellery, rare books, sports, movies, might not be the answer. Together let’s must have experience in meat-cutting,
postcards, coins, stamps, records. 514- find a solution – Free Consultation. Bill trimming & deboning meat. Please email
501-9072.
Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-983- resume: jobs@abpi.ca.
Antiques

Employment
Opportunities

8700.

A BUDGET REMEDY, Stop phone haNEED A CHANGE? Looking for work? rassment. ONE PAYMENT, 24H service,
www.dreamscreatethefuture.ca in the mortgage loans, loans for consolidation,
Provost region, workers of all kinds are construction and renovation loans. Im-

does it all! Call Marnie at QCNA 514-453- stock ready to ship. Free info & DVD:
6300. Visit: www.qcna.org.
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT. 1HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best Price, Best 800-566-6899 ext:400OT.
Quality. All Shapes & Colours Available. For Restless or Cramping Legs. A fast
Call 1-866-652-6837. www.thecover- acting remedy since 1981, sleep at night,
guy.ca.
proven for 31 years. www.allcalm.com,
#1 high speed internet $28.95/month. Ab- Mon-Fri 8-4 EST 1-800-765-8660.

solutely no ports are blocked. Unlimited
downloading. Up to 5Mps download and
800Kbps upload. Order today at
QCNA (Quebec Community Newspapers www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1-866Association) can place your classified 281-3538.
ad into 24 weekly papers throughout
Quebec – papers just like the one you SAWMILLS from only $3997 – MAKE
are reading right now! One phone call MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill – cut lumber any dimension. In
For Sale

Travel
HAWAII ON THE MAINLAND, healthy
low-cost living can be yours. Modern
Arenal Maleku Condominiums, 24/7 secured community, Costa Rica “friendliest country on earth!” 1-780-952-0709;
www.CanTico.ca.

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – November 6, 2012 – 27

Westmount Profile: Donat Taddeo

Assuming new challenges in education
By Laureen Sweeney
His already deep roots in the community have just spread a little wider.
With his appointment as chair of Marianopolis College on October 4, Westmount resident and former Montreal
Catholic school commissioner Don Taddeo has assumed yet another role in a long
career in education and development.
He’s been Quebec’s delegate to Italy, a
senior administrator at Concordia, founding president of the MUHC Foundation
and, latterly, vice rector for development at
the University of Montreal from where he
retired less than a year ago.
But retirement was short-lived. Within
a few months, he was back in high gear as
assistant to the president, planning and
development, at Loyola High School, his
alma mater.
And now comes Taddeo’s opportunity
to steer the future of Marianopolis at a critical point in the CEGEP’s evolution.
“As the founders – the Congregation of
Notre Dame (CND) – hand over more and
more responsibility to the board, he explains, “the challenge is to effect a transition that protects the college and ensures
that the vision of Marguerite Bourgeois
and the CND continues to be strong as we
move forward.”
When it comes to building, networking
and bringing people together – well, that
seems to be Taddeo’s calling.
He was an organizer of former premier
Robert Bourassa’s successful comeback
campaign in 1983 for the Quebec Liberal
Party and five years later was appointed to
head the province’s delegation in Rome
and Milan, expanding its economic and
other interests there.
Rebuilt engineering
On his return, it was to Taddeo – already tenured as associate professor of
communications – that Concordia turned
when it needed a dean of engineering and
computer science to rebuild morale following the Fabrikant shootings in 1992.
“The stakes were huge,” he recalls. “I
believe in the need to communicate as a
means to calming waters,” he adds.
“I like to have stronger people around
me because good decisions come from
heated discussions where you can take the
best ideas that people can then buy into.
We all have to put some water in our
wine.”
Concordia then called on him to lead its
$55-million “Campaign for a New Mille-

nium,” which raised $77 million.
He was then appointed to develop the
newly created MUHC Foundation and implement its $300-million Best Care for Life
Campaign. “It was important to keep the
vision alive, trying to raise money for
something that was undergoing so many
delays.”
Taddeo has served on numerous community-based boards including Villa Maria
High School Foundation, Loyola High,
Ville Marie Social Services and MABMackay Centre. He also sits on the boards
of the Montreal Metropolitan Orchestra,
the Palais des Congrès, the Quebec Special Olympics and the Sauvé Scholars
Foundation.
Family priorities
Throughout his various callings, education and communication have been
family priorities. His wife, Brigitte St-Laurent, is director of Advocacy and Support
Services at Concordia.
Together, they’ve raised twin daughters
– Francesca and Julia – born not long before they left for the posting in Rome, far
from family, friends and other support
services.
Born of Italian parents, Taddeo grew up
with four siblings in Ville Émard, part of
the St. Henri provincial riding where, in
1976, he ran as a Liberal but lost to the
Parti Québécois. His brother, Dominic,
was the long-time president of the Port of
Montreal.
“I used to live and die for hockey,” he
recalls. “I wasn’t a good skater though I
played a lot of ball hockey on the street.”
As a young teen in the 1960s, he managed
to obtain a seat at the old Forum “high up
in the grays.” He took the 78 bus up the
Glen to POM Bakery and walked the rest
of the way.

CARTES ETC.

As the newly appointed chair of the board, Don Taddeo makes his way to a meeting at Marianopolis
College October 26.

While studying in California at Stanford University for his doctorate in classics
(he also holds a master’s in communication management), he attended a hockey
game. “I’m all excited because I’m going
to the Oakland arena – but there are only
about 4,000 at the game and no atmosphere. That’s when the air starts to go out
of the balloon.”
Taddeo has been an avid cyclist, now
jogs and sings tenor in the choir at the
Church of the Ascension of Our Lord. It’s
the cycling that brought him into the municipal political arena a couple of years
ago.

/&&%
"
20% off 56503

LOCAL ARTISANS
UNIQUE CARDS & GIFTS

(valid until Dec. 15, 2012)

5901 Sherbrooke W
(corner Royal)

514 489-2625

PO*O)PNF"MM4VCKFDUT"MM-FWFMT

/DXUXV(GXFDWLRQDO6HUYLFHV
 
XXX-BVSVT&EVDBUJPOBM4FSWJDFTDPN

Since then, Taddeo has become a familiar face in the council chamber as
spokesperson for Westmount Citizens for
Safe Cycling (WCSC). This is the group of
fellow de Maisonneuve and area residents
numbering in the 20s that he put together
to advocate for a safer bike path built to
what he describes as current standards.
While he’s been silent on the issue for
a few months now, Taddeo’s political involvement raises the question: Would he
ever consider running for city council?
“Being with people and being engaged –
it’s tempting,” he smiles.

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727
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TrendsetterS
Hannah Rose Dalton
Hannah Rose Dalton, 17, graduated this year from ECS. At the school’s
closing ceremonies, she was awarded the Joan Stobo Prichard Award “for the
student who in a leadership role has brought out the best in others,” which
is paired with the Kindness Award, sponsored by a photography company
which provided a photo session withDalton to “celebrate her inner beauty by
capturing her outer beauty.” She was also awarded a current events and a
lieutenant governor’s youth award for her “humanitarian acts in Cambodia
and in the Montreal community.” The Independent conducted an email interview with Dalton, a current student at Lasalle College, on what inspires
her clothing design.
Tell us what is behind this dress you
designed? (See photo to the right.)
When you hear that 218 million children are part of the child labour market,
forced to work every day to support our
needs, I don’t understand how society can
walk away and think nothing of it. But we
do every single day. We see facts and figures constantly, but flipping the page is a
much easier task than doing something

about it. And that is what this dress is
about: society turning a blind eye every day
to other people’s lives and thinking we
cannot do anything about it.
I collected newspaper articles every
morning for a few months. I have captured everything I love and hate in this one
garment – from articles about raising rates
of anorexia due to media, [and ones about]
exploitation and disease to ones about

Diana
Timmins
Real Estate Broker

450-531-3094
coldbrook.ca
Knowlton – Conference area – 1925
quintessential village cottage with wrap
around veranda, on ½ acre lot. Main
floor brick fireplace, 10' feet ceilings,
wood floors. 3 bedrooms, finished basement. $449,000.

2 unique building lots (white zoning),
walking distance to Knowlton Village.
Wooded land in a very desirable area.
Municipal water, hydro, 2.1 acres at
$89,000, 3.3 acres at $139,000.

Impeccable condo, 4 beds, 3½ baths,
very bright. Access to private beachfront on Brome Lake. For sale at
$329,000, for rent Nov. 15, 2012 to
April 15, 2013 for $1,500 per month.

Hannah Dalton, 17, in a dress made of newspaper.

Cambodian festivals, Aung San Suu Kyi,
recycling, and even a picture of myself and
my best friend in the Independent talking
about the Splash and Dash volunteer event
a few years back!
Each was hand-sewn onto the skin of
the bodice. The skirt part of the dress has
two layers of full newspaper sheets with
one dart on either side of the front and
back seam with a thin layer of black tulle
over top. To match, I have my “famous”
headbands covered in leftover newspaper
articles and a hand-embroidered belt.
Under the dress I have a hand-sewn long
sleeve top made out of recycled nylon
tights that I found in my drawer!
In the past year, newspaper dresses

Photo courtesy of Christy Guntner

have become more and more popular as
art pieces. I’m sure for many, this isn’t the
first newspaper dress they have heard of.
In my opinion, this is not my best work.
Yet, this was probably my first real garment that meant something to me, something that wasn’t just a mirror image of an
Alexander McQueen dress I saw online.
This creation gave me all the tools I
needed to produce even wilder garments
with much deeper meanings. Most recently I created a dress completely made
out of Band-Aids. In my world, if you want
to reveal something to society, you can use
any material possible.
continued on p. 29
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Trendsetter, cont’d. from p. 28
When did your interest in fashion design
begin?
All girls seem to dream of being a fashion designer or some form of artist when
they are young. Our innocent minds have
the ability to jump over all the hard stuff,
the monetary factors and the risk of failure, leaving a raw aspiration that we usually shed once we turn 10 years old. But for
some reason, mine stuck with me. Later, I
found a passion for helping people without [getting] something in return, doing
community service and giving a voice to
the voiceless. By grade 9, I realized I could
use my passion for creating to share my
views about world politics, media, globalization and other issues such as child
labour. In essence, I manufactured a new
dream: to become a humanitarian designer by making “couture for change.”
How have you come to learn about child
labour and products that are made by
children?
When I was in ninth grade, I saw a
news report about working conditions at a
The Gap factory in India. My dad never let
me buy from The Gap, Old Navy or Banana Republic when I was growing up because of their business policies and

practices. All my friends thought I was a
loser, and I, too, was always disappointed
that I couldn’t have trendy clothes. But
after seeing this television report, my perception drastically changed. I decided to
never buy any clothes from a company
that exploits children and workers.
How do I do it? Easy! First I did research online. Just look up your favourite
store and plug in child labour next to it,
and see for yourself. This is how I discovered the reality that lurked behind the labels. I found that it is not just The Gap that
uses child labour, but also many other
brands.
Second, I started to shop at Dix Milles
Villages and on-line fair trade stores, looking for made-in-Canada labels and thrift
stores. This way, the money was not going
to the large corporations and rather the
ones who deserved the remittance. There
are some great thrift stores along St. Laurent and my favourite one is across the
street from Holt Renfrew (Boutique Encore). And of course, I started to sew my
own clothes!
Third, I wanted to see child labour up
close and personal and understand why it
happens. I decided to visit Cambodia
through Rustic Pathways and volunteer in
an orphanage for a couple of weeks with
the help of a Maysie S. MacSporran Scholarship Award from ECS. I
got to see and understand continued on p. 30

We’d like to get to
know your daughter.
The Study is looking for girls who want to become
great women. Bursaries and scholarships are available.
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Trendsetter, cont’d. from p. 29

Joseph Marovitch
Courtier immobilier - Real estate broker

B: 514-934-1818

josephmarovitch@royallepage.ca

www.josephmarovitchrealestate.com
4 Westmount Square #110
Westmount

Service backed by
integrity, reliability,
and protecting
your interests

why child labour exists and how important
an education is for youth in order to eradicate this problem.
It boggles my mind the amount of people I tell these same facts – these same stories – yet are able to continue to shop at
these stores, still able to spend their own
money on their garments and not care that
someone who made them weren’t paid
much (if at all), or that they may have been
abused or even been as young as 8 years
old. Many come back and tell me that they
want to buy from corporations that use
child labour because otherwise those children may not be able to eat. For those of
you with similar opinions, all I want to say
is I have seen kids in Cambodia who have
never stepped foot in an education institution in their life. I have walked near
houses that we couldn’t even consider
structures and comprehended the fact that
without those 30 cents a day, death would
be knocking on their doorstep. Doesn’t
that make you get a knot in your stomach?
If we all pitched in, companies ... would
be forced to change their values if the majority of the demand decided to alter their
shopping and look for ethical brands.
Every purchase counts, and in the end we
could create ways of giving back with our
profits to ensure that all children under
the age of 18 have a safe place to go to
every day to learn and have a chance to follow their dreams. With an education, anything is possible. So why doesn’t most of
the world have one?

Aislin speaks at his childhood library

Montreal Gazette political cartoonist Terry Mosher, better known under his nom de plume, “Aislin,”
spoke about his experiences in the world of satirical drawings at Atwater Library on October 25. The
cartoonist, who is promoting his 45th book, Was It Good For You?, patronized the library as a child
and has since become one of its benefactors, auctioning off prints of his famous cartoons to help
fundraise.
Photo: Michael Moore

Thúy returns

Bike path
straightened
The de Maisonneuve bike path east of
Lansdowne was straightened out after two
cyclists collided head on October 25, Public Security officials said. A deviation in the
bike route had been aligned with the arena
construction fence at the entrance to Westmount Park, which turned out to have created a blind spot, said assistant Public
Security director Greg McBain.
Now the path has been redesigned on a
diagonal starting at the southeast corner
of the intersection. The mishap occurred
at 5:12 pm resulting in one cyclist suffering from a bruised left arm from falling off
the bike. It was the only injury reported.

since 1958

514.486.2800
CUSTOM FRAMING
“You name it we frame it”
Specializing in Museum Quality Framing of

Oils – Lithographs – Photographs –
Laminations – Diplomas – Needlepoint
5015 Coolbrook Ave. (west of Decarie)
www.jeannettes.com | jeannettes@videotron.ca

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.

Author Kim Thúy, right, spoke to a group of over 80 people October 25 at the Westmount Public Library.
Her book, Ru, was short-listed for this year’s Giller Prize. Thúy used to live in Westmount above
Clifford’s Market on St. Catherine and Abbott, and the first book she ever checked out at a library was
from the Westmount library, according to Donna Lach, programming and outreach Librarian. Thúy is
pictured above with the library’s director Julie-Anne Cardella.
Photo courtesy of the Westmount Public Library
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OPEN HOUSE – SUNDAY, 2 to 4 PM

WESTMOUNT $909,000
74 Bruce

WESTMOUNT
21 Thornhill

Charming attached home located on a quiet
street with park. This 3 bedroom residence
offers hardwood floors, lots of sunlight,
high ceilings, beautiful fireplace, bi-energy
furnace and finished basement. A direct
entrance to the basement offers the
opportunity for a home based business.
MLS 9259277

Beautiful, elegant semi-detached on a quiet
street, walking distance to Sherbrooke Street
and Greene Avenue. This 4 bedroom
residence with 2 family rooms, 3 fireplaces,
wine cellar and an amazing finished
basement is a rare opportunity. Lovely
private garden; an oasis of tranquility!
MLS 8765402

WESTMOUNT $1,198,000
4549 Sherbrooke W.

VILLE MARIE $619,000
3577 Atwater, #517

This 4 bedroom century old detached home
has been lovingly restored. Beautiful wood
floors throughout, high ceilings, fireplace
and large rooms for family living and
entertaining. Located across from
Westmount Park, walk to Victoria
Village, YMCA.
MLS 8653037

Located in prestigious Fort de la Montagne,
this 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom condo features
amazing renovations and superior services,
such as security, valet parking, int/ext pool,
racquet ball/squash, gym/run track, conf.
room, party room with kitchen, billiard
room, sauna, Jacuzzi, and more!
MLS 9277674

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker - Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest, inc.

NE
W
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E!

Jeannie Moosz
Deeply Rooted Values

Real Estate Broker - Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest, inc.

514.953.9808

514.299.3307

mariesicotte@videotron.ca

jeanniemoosz@gmail.com

www.mariesicotte.com
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Another Just LISTED!

Westmount, 30 Thornhill Ave.

$1,498,000

Another Just LISTED!

Another Just LISTED & SOLD!

Another Just LISTED & SOLD!

Westmount Adj, 4710 Circle Road Westmount, 624 Murray Hill Ave. Westmount, 379 Grosvenor Ave.

$1,265,000

Impeccably well renovated home on desirable Remarkably well planned, detached home
Thornhill Ave! 3 + 1 bdrms, stunning kitchen,
offering 4+1 spacious bedrooms, a ground
3 new bathrooms, large private terrace,
floor den, & over 9,000 sq. ft of land! You’ll not
and wait for it… a 2 car garage!
get this kind of space & value in Westmount!

$1,250,000

$899,000

Exceptionally desirable location!
2 car garage, central a/c.
Renovate/update to your taste.
Attractively priced at $1,250,000.

Ideally situated, this charming 1905 home
offers loads of space and VALUE. 4 + 1 bdrs,
MANY recent improvements! Move quick
because this will sell FAST!

New Price!

Outremont, 753 Querbes Ave.

Westmount, 3238 The Boulevard Westmount, 4771 Sherbrooke W.

Hudson, 911 Main Rd.

$479,000

$1,670,000

$799,000

$695,000

Spacious 2 + den top floor
condo/triplex. Fabulous open plan,
private roof top terrace!

Spectacular! Fully renovated 5 bedrooms
+ den home designed in 1913 by the highly
respected architect Percy Nobbs. Central A/C.
Marvin windows and doors.

UNBEATABLE for value, size, location and
condition! 4 bedrooms, 2½ bathrooms,
new kitchen, central air-conditioning.

Magnificent custom built home. Breathtaking
views of fields, mountains, + sky! Inground
pool. A/C. 2 car gar. EXCEPTIONAL value for
spacious size, quality construction, features.

SOLD by BRIAN!

Just LISTED & SOLD!

Westmount, 4398 de Maisonneuve W. Georgeville Magnificent Waterfront Estate

SOLD by BRIAN!

Westmount, 726 Victoria Ave.

SOLD by BRIAN!

Westmount, 711 Grosvenor Ave.

$899,000

$4,850,000

$898,000

$1,195,000

Great location on the flat! Spacious
3 bedroom (easily back to 4 bedrooms)
semi-detached. Excellent value! Renovate
to your taste. Garden, garage + parking.

Breathtaking lake frontage on Lake
Memphremagog. Views of Owl’s Head.
Streams, pasture land, beach, wetlands, trails,
+ a large dock. 29 acres of privacy + privilege.

EXCEPTIONAL value! Lovely 4+1 bdr 1934
built s/d. Spacious rooms, abundant oak
woodwork, renovated bathrooms, large
garden. Private driveway + garage.

Beautifully appointed, classically elegant 4+1
bdrm 1925 home. Magnificent backyard oasis,
huge terrace, delightful garden, treehouse!
Impeccable, MOVE IN condition. 2 car parking.
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