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Taxes up 2% on
$93-million budget
By Laureen Sweeney
A $93-million budget for 2013 adopted
by city council December 17 translates
into the lowest tax increase for Westmounters in what is believed to be at least
20 years, even with another $8.6 million
slated for capital works spending.
As a result, a uniform tax hike of 2 percent across all categories of residential and
non-residential properties was approved at
the special budget meeting. Actual increases may vary, however, depending on

Until 2013!
This is our last issue of 2012.
We’re back at work on
January 7 to prepare for the
January 15 issue.

individual property assessment changes as
the third year of the three-year valuation
roll is phased in.
While the new budget is up 2.78 percent over a comparable one of $90.5 million this year, the tax rate has been pared
down through an infusion of accumulated
surplus and holding back on infrastructure work.
These and other measures “reflect a
prudent approach,” said Councillor Tim
Price in presenting the budget speech as
Finance commissioner. Four members of
the public turned out for the meeting.
One of the highlights of the new budget
is what it doesn’t contain: namely, the new
tax to help pay for the new Westmount
recreation centre. A decision was made to
defer its start until 2014 so the tax would
relate directly to the benefit received by
residents after completion
of the arena next Novem- continued on p. 7
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A cyclist who collided with a car at de
Maisonneuve and Olivier while rushing
to an exam at Concordia December 5
was driven the rest of the way to the university by public safety officers. In reporting the incident, Public Security
officials said the damaged bicycle could
not be ridden and was taken to Martin
Swiss. Both the cyclist, a resident of
Claremont, and the motorist were described as “sharing the blame” for the incident at 11:15 am.

December 18, 2012

Menorah lighting at city hall

Participants lit candles inside city hall December 12 for a special ceremony to light the fourth candle of
Hanukah. Rabbis from two of Westmount’s synagogues joined Mayor Peter Trent, members of council
and residents. The reception included music, traditional children’s games and foods. At right, Rabbi
Lisa Grushcow of Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom talks to some of the younger attendees, as Rabbi
Adam Sheyer (seated at right) of Congregation Shaar Hashomayim looks on.
Photo: Martin C. Barry

Roots coming
Along with other construction projects,
city council approved a permit for two
“Roots” signs at its special mid-month
meeting December 17, which took place
immediately after the budget meeting.
They are going up at the site currently occupied by Au Printemps on the south side
of Sherbrooke near Prince Albert, which
closes on January 31.
City ads p. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23
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Your Independent Choice
in Wealth Management
For further information on our
financial services, visit our website

Service to investors since 1849

Integrity, Independence, Service, Performance and Trust

2 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – December 18, 2012

THANK Y
YOU
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FOR AN EX
EXCEPTIONAL
CEPTIONAL 20
2012
12
SOLD jan & amelie capture a killer condo for themselves & their kids on clarke SOLD the escandes say ‘so long’ to summit to bust a move to
burlington SOLD darling diane makes a decidedly good decision to buy back her redesigned digs SOLD the blatchfords bid a bittersweet byebye to westmount & make a bee line back to boston SOLD stephen gets going off grosvenor to boldly bolt to where it’s better in the bahamas
SOLD mark & his boys move out of mount stephen making a merry merger on de maisonneuve SOLD david & his little dames decide to dive into
the market making their move to mount stephen SOLD jeremy & roselyne do the domestic downsize from de maisonneuve to something snazzy
but smaller on somerville SOLD the loving lovins leave their beloved lansdowne lair SOLD the segals decide to sell something super snazzy &
it surprisingly sold to completely separate segals SOLD kate & peter opt out of their pleasant revenue property to prepare for other projects
SOLD three cool cats sell their even cooler coach house SOLD robb, courtney & their munchkins make their move to montreal landing on lovely
lansdowne SOLD allan settles on st-ambroise with spectacular success SOLD louise & michael make a major move out of metcalfe & find their
new lives more than manageable SOLD mme paradis paves a new path & picks out the perfect pad on st-patrick SOLD robert reaches out &
finds a rocking new residence SOLD ann & david pack up the apartment & purchase a pleasing new place in time for parenthood SOLD gary
cashes out of kensington to a couple with kids who’ve got good karma SOLD the greiche/
/dawson duo decide to divest themselves of their
desirable revenue domicile SOLD benoit & chantal make the leap, leave longueuil for a new venue & are victorious on van horne SOLD the
o’connors & their big boys bail from their beloved beauty on the boulevard & buy in b.c. SOLD jacques decides to downsize & purchases a pleasant place on the plateau SOLD terry & joanne cut the cord on kensington to kick around more in the country SOLD steve & lindsay pick up the
perfect place on kid-friendly kensington SOLD the wexlers wind their way out of westmount to something comfortable & cozy in cote st-luc
SOLD the ratzers retreat from their residence relishing in their retirement rewards SOLD matt & carole keep their cool as they commit to a new
cocoon for them & their kids SOLD after many years making memories, montrose seems massive so amiable ami arranges for a new abode SOLD
the super sweet stranos rearrange their residence into a revenue rental SOLD gary bites the bullet & decides on a delightful designer domicile
SOLD ann & jeff choose something charming on chesterfield SOLD immanuela cuts the cord from westmount to get closer to her kids SOLD
stacey & wayne wind up with a winner & are ready to renovate SOLD paul & duncan demolish a dive to develop a distinctly designer demeure
SOLD chuck takes a chance on change choosing to walk out of wonderful windsor SOLD the kastners & their kids take on the task to capture a
new cabane SOLD super sellers, wanting to simplify, decide to sell & secure something smaller SOLD isabelle & carl commit to a classic casa, craving the comforts of canada after time in qatar SOLD the macmartins of metcalfe make it their mission to move after penning a pre-construction
purchase SOLD three executors sell their elder’s elegant estate SOLD gail & sheldon bid adieu to beautiful abode on belmont SOLD olivia & alex
make a move from macdonald to purchase their primary pad in pleasantville SOLD aphrodite & her mini goddesses move from montrose & kick
off to kensington SOLD alex & delia head westbound from wolfe & pull in to pleasant percival SOLD rob & ally cross the pond to pave a new life
in pretty pointe-claire SOLD ravi & azadeh are pleased as punch in their new plateau pad SOLD the hegartys circle out of canada & accept australia as their abode SOLD aleksander sails off from scandinavia & lands in lofty lachine SOLD patrick & jennifer finalize a nifty flip on northcliffe
SPECIAL THANK
THANKS
S to my buyers whose perfect pad has yet to be picked, to my sellers whose homes are still to be sold, to my classy colleagues
who offer consistent capable collaboration AND finally to elizabeth, macy & stephanie for being the team that tames every tangle.
C
CONGRATULATIONS
ONGRA
ATULA
ATIONS to all my kind clients & THANK YOU
YOU AGAIN
AGAIN for your continued confidence!
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Public security issues
holiday parking amnesty
Westmount’s parking meters will not
be in effect on December 24 and 25, nor
on December 31 and January 1, Public Security officials said last week. These are
legal holidays in Westmount.
As well, the city will not be enforcing its
time-related parking restrictions (1-, 2- and
4-hours limitations) from December 22
through January 2, inclusive. This means
that visitors will not have to obtain
overnight parking permits during those
dates.

MBAs christen outdoor rink
with victory

No toleration will be given, however, for
parking prohibitions at hydrants and
street corners as well as in reserved-parking zones or for blocking driveways and
other related violations, including snow removal operations.
“Remember to check for snow removal
signs and to shovel snow from sidewalks
and driveways onto existing snow banks,”
said assistant director Greg McBain.
–LS

Comin’ Up
Wednesday, December 19
Local police Station 12’s blood donor
clinic, 11 am to 7 pm at Victoria Hall.
Thursday, December 20
Special Christmas performance by the
Montreal Storytellers’ Guild, 7 to 9 pm at
the Westmount Public Library. Cookies
and coffee/tea. Free. 514.593.9947 or mtl-

storytellersguild@gmail.com.
Thursday, December 27
Festive family films, vintage films and oldstyle projections on a big screen, 7:30 pm,
or Saturday and Sun 3 pm at Westmount
Park United Church, 4695 de Maisonneuve. Until Sunday, December 30. Tickets: $8 adults, $6 students/seniors, $20
family of four.

The refrigerated outdoor rink opened December 14 at the Westmount Athletic Grounds behind
Westmount High, and the MBAs of the Executive league won the first game of their season the night
of December 17. From left, some of the team members: Ted Harman, Mike Lee, Peter Bolla, Ted Claxton
and Nick Konz. The score was 17-16 against the MDs.
Photo: Westmount Independent

CUSTOM FRAMING

514.486.2800

Thank you to all our customers.
We wish you Health, Love &
Peace – Happy Holidays
Join us for eggnogg….
Dec. 21, 22, 23, 24....
we’re staying open later

5015 Coolbrook Ave.

Pick up last minute holiday gifts.

“You name it we frame it”
Specializing in
Museum Quality Framing of

Oils – Lithographs –
Photographs –
Laminations – Diplomas –
Needlepoint

Jeannettes
since 1958

(west of Decarie, corner Queen Mary)

www.jeannettes.com
jeannettes@videotron.ca

Happy
Holidays!

QUELQUE CHOSE

Season’s
Greetings!

4910 Sherbrooke St. W.
514.486.3155
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Focussing on public squares, storm water deviation, bike path

‘Manageability’ key to 2013 capital works program
By Laureen Sweeney
There’s money to create public squares
on Greene and at Sherbrooke and Prince
Albert. There’s some for St. Catherine
storm water deviation, bike paths and possible construction plans for a sound barrier – and more.
At $8.6 million, Westmount’s capital
works program for the upcoming year is 4
percent higher than in 2012 but its spirit is
one of restraint, according to Councillor
Tim Price.
Given the somewhat depressed infrastructure climate in the Montreal area and
the capacity of Westmount’s personnel to
manage the construction of the Westmount recreation centre, tough decisions
had to be made in regards to what could
be realistically handled in 2013, he said.
The budget provides for repairs to
buildings, streets, the water and sewer networks, as well as Hydro Westmount and
the purchase of information systems and
vehicles.
To pay for the $8.6 million of work, the
city plans to use $1.6 million in government subsidies, $3.6 million from the

city’s pay-as-you-go portion of the operating budget and finance the remaining $3.4
million.
Streets designated for complete reconstruction are Greene, phase 2 (from de
Maisonneuve to St. Catherine) and Prince
Albert north of Somerville to Sherbrooke.
Those scheduled for repaving only are:
Côte St. Antoine (from Lansdowne to Victoria), Columbia, Grosvenor (from Sunnyside to The Boulevard) and Riverview. Also
to be repaved are the lane south of Dorchester, one between Elm and Wood and the
north-south lane between Irvine and
Lewis.
While roads and sidewalks account for
the largest piece of the budgetary pie at
$2.3 million, another $2 million is expected to be put into upgrading the water
and sewer networks (the largest project
being rehabilitation of the water main on
Sherbrooke from Strathcona to Roslyn)
and $1.7 million into upgrading the electrical network.
Traffic plan
Other projects include $100,000 designated for “Traffic Master Plan – imple-

mentation/bike paths,” repairs to the Delavigne public stairs and retaining walls,
restoration of the Murray
Park comfort station and
measures to remedy water
infiltration at the Westmount Public Library.
In addition to $350,000
regarding St. Catherine
drainage issues, “there is
another $670,000 in the
water portion of the budget
that is not specifically earmarked, but can be used
where the city feels it can
best be used,” Price explained.
“It is intended to retain
some flexibility as the results of our research become known as to the best One of four citizens attending the budget presentation December 17,
John Fretz asks about funds for Summit Woods.
solutions.”
The same approach applies to the parks he told questioner John Fretz during the
where the only allocation is $400,000 for city budget meeting December 17.
The capital works program also inimprovements in Westmount Park. Some
of this, or even money from the operating cludes a blueprint for projects in 2014 and
fund, might be found for Summit Woods, 2015.

AU SERVICE DES COLLECTIONNEURS DEPUIS PLUS DE 60 ANS | ADVISING ART COLLECTORS FOR OVER 60 YEARS
www.klinkhoff.com | 1200 Sherbrooke St. West, Montreal, Quebec H3A 1H6 | 514.288.7306

Galerie Walter Klinkhoff

@klinkhoff_com

Season’s Greetings
Meilleurs vœux
Sarah Robertson 1891 - 1948

Linkedin
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Station 12 Reports

Wanted driver caught with sawed-off rifle
By Isaac Olson
The following news stories are based on
information from police reports provided by a
Station 12 constable in an interview with the
reporter.
On the evening of December 11, Station 12 police did a routine licence plate
check on Victoria Ave. and found one vehicle’s owner had several warrants out for
his arrest on charges including breaking
and entering, possession of stolen goods
valued at more than $5,000 and possession of burglary tools.
Station 12’s Constable Adalbert Pimentel said police stopped the vehicle, arrested the wanted owner and searched his
pockets. Police found a small handful of
.22 calibre bullets and, upon questioning
the suspect, Pimentel said the man revealed that wasn’t all he had.
“He told them, ‘I have a rifle in a guitar
case in the backseat of my car,’” said Pimentel, noting officers found the suspect
to be very cooperative. “So, the police officers searched the vehicle and found a guitar case with a rifle inside. It was a
sawed-off rifle. In cases like these, the bar-

rel is usually cut shorter to make it more
concealable. It’s a prohibited weapon because it has been modified.”
Pimentel declined to give further details about the suspect until formal
charges have been laid but, he said, he was
taken into custody on a list of charges.
Two pedestrians injured in
two different incidents
With it staying dark longer in the morning, Pimentel said poor visibility and dark
clothing may have contributed to a collision between a delivery vehicle and a
pedestrian at the corner of St. Catherine
St. and Blenheim Place on December 8 at
6:30 am.
The collision resulted in the driver receiving a ticket for not yielding to the 52year-old pedestrian as she, walking
eastbound on St. Catherine, crossed
Blenheim. The driver was headed west on
St. Catherine and turned south on
Blenheim when he struck the woman,
who was later transported to the Montreal
General Hospital. At this time, Pimentel
said that there is no update on her condition.

A similar collision occurred on December 11 at 7:05 am, said Pimentel, at the
corner of Roslyn and Westmount. A vehicle stopped at the stop sign and the pedestrian started to cross the street, but the
driver did not notice her.
The motorist hit the pedestrian, giving
her a concussion that needed to be treated
at the hospital. The driver was not charged
but all such accidents get followed up by a

special investigative unit that verifies
whether charges need be made against either party, noted Pimentel.
With the shorter days, Pimentel said it
is important that people wear visible clothing, look to see where drivers are looking
and use caution when crossing streets.
Early morning joggers, he said, should use
reflective clothing or lights to increase
their visibility.

Gospel choir raises roof
LAST CHANCE!
Offer ends
December 24, 2012.

26 LOCATIONS ACROSS
GREATER MONTREAL
INCLUDING
INCLUDIN
G:
930 Ste.
Ste. CCatherine
atherine SSt.t. W.
W.
The People’s Gospel Choir of Montreal, under the direction of Kim Sherwood (front left), raised the roof
at a sold-out performance in Victoria Hall the evening of December 15. Some 350 people attended, many
clapping their hands and swaying to the music in the aisles as the dynamic Sherwood led his choir
through many old favourites and improvised Christmas songs. They also sang a moving version of
“Amazing Grace” in commemoration of those killed in Newtown, Connecticut. The concert was
organized by The Rotary Club of Westmount.
Photo: Ralph Thompson
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*With the purchase of a complete pair of glasses including fraames and prescription lenses with scratch-resistant coating from the 2 for 1
selection, get a second pair of glasses from the 2 for 1 selection. Pay nothing for the lower priced pair. This offer is valid for a limited time and
cannot be combined with any other discount or promotion. Frame for reference only. Details in store. Michel Laurendeau, optician.
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Letters to the Editor
Open letter to mayor and
police re: Sherbrooke
Every day I walk my 10-year-old daughter to school because I fear letting her
cross Sherbrooke at Kensington alone.
Each day, without fail, a car speeds
through the red light heading east or west
on Sherbrooke at speeds exceeding 80 km
an hour.
Please, can you do something before
someone gets killed?
Irwin Edelstein,
de Maisonneuve Blvd.
Editor’s note: Station 12’s Lieutenant
Jacques Meunier responded to the letter
writer by email, saying “officers of Station
12 routinely incorporate traffic enforcement in their daily routine. However, I will
ask my officers to add this intersection as
a part of our monthly traffic enforcement
targets.”
– KM

Separation of church and
state not threatened
The city of Westmount has a tradition
of going to considerable effort and expense to recognize and support the activities of various special interest groups
within the municipality, for example, the
provision of tennis courts, a bicycle path
and Bixi stations, the construction of a
new arena to accommodate hockey enthu-

siasts and the occasional opening of Westmount Park to accommodate overnight
camping by youth groups.
Similarly, the members of churches
and synagogues are special interest groups
whose existence within the community is
officially recognized once a year at very
reasonable cost by the lighting of a Christmas tree and a menorah.
Whatever Dr. Seuss’ Grinch might say
or do in an attempt to spoil the joyous
spirit of Christmas and Hanukah, this
small symbolic gesture by the city of Westmount just recognizes that members of
churches and synagogues are special interest groups that contribute to the life of
the community and in no way intrudes on
the separation of church and state.
John Dorey, Victoria Ave.

Footbridge is not answer
to bike path woes
A Gazette news item (December 15)
states that our mayor is proposing that the
city build a footbridge (an unexamined estimate of $50,000) across the bike path to
accommodate pedestrian traffic between
Victoria Hall and the new arena. It should
prevent problems of walkers colliding with
speeding cyclists.
I have better ideas that would not waste
taxpayer dollars (even though it is hoped
that the agglo would pay for it) and would

also be more beneficial (safer) for those,
especially the children, who enjoy the
park. Westmount should either: Divert the
bike path away from the park or establish
stalls to stop, and/or slow down the cyclists; it would only delay the reaching of
their destinations by a few minutes.
Please note that the park is a park and
not a speedway. The bike path was in existence long before the rest of Montreal
caught on and its main purpose was recreational.
The mayor and councillors should pay
more attention to the silent majority rather
than some very few lobbyists.
Stanley Grossman,
de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Zamboni a welcome sight
I thought others would find it funny as
I did to see the Westmount arena’s Zamboni trundling across the Westmount Athletic Grounds (WAG) on its way to pass
over the ice at the newly opened refrigerated rink at the southeast corner of the
WAG on December 16.
This new outdoor rink is fabulous, with
its changing trailers and rubberized paths
for getting you to the rink without damaging your skates. A nice solution to a so far
not-cold winter in Westmount without its
arena!
Willem Westenberg, Stayner St.
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Zamboni heads to the WAG on December 16.
Photo courtesy of Willem Westenberg

Light in Laval,
darkness in Westmount
“Les citoyens de Laval sont en droit de
se questionner, de remettre le projet en
question et d’avoir des réponses à leurs
questions, insiste le ministre. De mon
côté, j’ai demandé que nos deux vérificateurs qui sont à Laval depuis trois semaines regardent attentivement tout ce
qui entoure le projet. Et je ne me gêne pas
pour leur dire de faire le maximum. J’ai
déjà eu quelques réponses, j’attends un
rapport de leur part la semaine

prochaine.” – Sylvain Gaudreault, minister of Municipal Affairs in La Presse, December 8.
Ici à Westmount, on reste toujours
dans l’obscurité.
Pourquoi est-ce que la soumission était
si exigeante que les grands entrepreneurs – Decarel, Magil, Giffels et Opron –
n’aient pas eu la chance de procéder à l'étape finale?
Pourquoi est-ce qu’on ait décidé de
poursuivre la construction de l’arène avec
une seule soumission de la part de Pomerleau?
Pourquoi est-ce qu’on ne compte pas
les honoraires de Lemay et Associés et des
autres dans le coût total du projet?
Il faut qu’on sollicite $6 million en donations. A date, combien d’argent a été
déjà reçu?
Plusieurs éléments de la soumission
étaient éliminées du projet ou de la responsabilité de l’E.G. en négociations avec
Pomerleau. Pourquoi les payeurs d’impôts
n’ont pas reçu des crédits pour les changements?
David Ludmer, Grosvenor Ave.
Editor’s note: We publish this letter’s
questions even though elements of them
have already been answered by city officials, news coverage and/or a court decision, because we understand that the letter
writer (and perhaps others) is unsatisfied
with many of those answers. In order to
judge for themselves, general readers who
have followed the arena project less closely
than its avid opponents and proponents
are directed to our original coverage, including the following articles.
I understand that some people do not
like these long editor’s notes, but I don’t
want to leave readers with the impression
that these questions (or ones very like
them) have not been asked before. With
the following summary, readers can judge
the quality of the responses for themselves.
Regarding the first question,
• In “Pomerleau bids $36.4 million” (December 21, 2011, p. 1), we wrote, “The
four consortia that did not make the cut
were led by Decarel, Giffels, Magil and
Opron – all well-known firms – which
Trent said had lost out based on the city’s
stringent design evaluation.”
To consider the third question, readers
can begin by consulting a very thorough
summary of arena costs
(up to that time) on p. 8 of
continued on p. 7

Notice to letter writer Skip Knuttal:
See squirrel-related reading on p. 14.
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Budget
cont’d. from p. 6

cont’d. from p. 1
ber, Price told the Independent.
Another highlight is a record-low increase of just under 1 percent in Westmount’s
share
of
island-wide
agglomeration costs, which, nevertheless,
will take a 55-percent bite ($50.3 million),
out of the overall budget. The remainder
of the budget relates to local services. See
“Budget at a glance” table below.
As a result, tax rates per $100 of property valuation for the coming year have
been set at $0.9743 for residential property
of five housing units or less; $1.0902 for
apartment buildings of six or more units;
and $3.8441 for non-residential property.
This means that, on average, owners of
a single-family dwelling (SFD) could expect to receive a tax bill of $11,871 based
on a valuation of $1,218,414, Price said.
This would be $244 more than in 2012.
While owners of larger apartment
buildings and non-residential property
have previously seen higher tax increases
than owners of an SFD through the implementation of variable tax rates, these
categories had already reached their max-

Comparisons made
difficult
Accounting and other changes in the
city’s budget for the new year make comparisons a challenge for anyone using
the 2012 budget adopted a year ago.
Calculations and percentage increases contained in the budget speech
have been based on a “comparable” one
for 2012 that has been adjusted downward from $93.4 million to $90.5 million.
The main difference, explained
Councillor Tim Price, lies in a new
method being used in accounting for the
Hydro Westmount pay-as-you-go portion of capital expenses ($1.6 million) as
well as election expenses that have already been budgeted for in other years.
In 2013, a $1.7-million infusion of accumulated surplus appears as a revenue
item subtracted from expenditures. This
includes $1.1 million for extension of
the second ice rink in the arena/pool
project, which is expected to be an
in/out expense which could alternatively
have been included in the capital works
budget.
In fact, only $472,800 of the appropriated surplus is actually being used to
help balance the budget and lower the
tax rate, Price said.

Letters

Councillor Tim Price delivers the budget address
December 17.

imum allowable ceiling.
Should wear rubber boots
While there were no new shoes for
Price, he said that “given the state of our
water and sewer network, it might be
more appropriate to wear rubber boots.”
To the issue of problem flooding during heavy rains, $350,000 has been allocated in the capital works budget for a “St.
Catherine storm water deviation program”
in the hardest-hit area around Hillside and
Abbott. This is in addition to a retention
basin immediately south of the new pool
area, which is to be paid for as part of the
Pomerleau arena/pool design-build contract.
The tax increase of 2 percent is lower
than the limit that council had initially set
for local expenses in 2013. This was 2 percent for inflation plus 1 percent, excluding
the impact of capital works.
The city’s own “controllable” portion of
delivering local services will increase $1
million to $32 million. On the other hand,
other local expenses will rise some 15 percent to $11.7 million. These include payas-you-go funding for
capital works, pension continued on p. 15

Budget at a glance
Operating budget
Millions $
Delivery of local services
32.0
Debit service, financing
4.9
Pension, future benefits
2.4
Pay as you go*
3.6
Contingencies
0.8
Subtotal
43.7
Mtl. Metro. Community
0.9
Agglomeration share
50.3
Appropriation from surplus
(1.7)
Total
93.1
*excluding Hydro Westmount $1.6 million
Numbers don’t sum perfectly due to rounding error.

our February 7, 2012 edition (“Underground project costs” and “Summary released of project expenses from 2008”),
including an explanation of the $1.46 million paid by that time to Lemay. Readers
can then include or exclude whichever
costs they want.
Regarding the fifth question,
• In the first article, we wrote ““I’m saying
we’re bang on budget with a lot of negotiating still to do,” [Mayor Peter] Trent said,”
which previewed changes to the Pomerleau bid during a negotiating period.
• In “City, contractor agree on new
arena/pool plan” (February 7, 2012, p. 1),
we reported that the major departures
from previously known plans were the
elimination of covered parking and the replacement of a full second rink with a 185foot one (although the second full rink
came back later and is now being built).
Because the Pomerleau bid of late 2011
was not made public by the city, it is not
known by us whether these departures
were in the late 2011 bid or not, even if it
did conform to the bid specifications. It
would be unsurprising if Pomerleau had

distinct design ideas in its bid, because a
design-build bidder is being asked to do
some designing, not just execute a plan.
• In “Court asked to put freeze on
arena/pool project” (April 17, 2012, p. 1),
we summarized the case of David Ludmer
and Westmount Park Church when they
asked for an injunction to stop the arena
project. At that point, the principal allegation was of an alleged discrepancy between the signed city/Pomerleau contract
of February 2012 and the loan by-law of
August 2010, not a discrepancy between
the Pomerleau bid of late 2011 and the
contract of February 2012.
• In “Work begins as judge rules plans
meet promised criteria” (April 24, 2012, p.
1), we wrote: “The judge decided that the
final Pomerleau design conformed. It was
normal for changes to be made in negotiations with a contractor in an effort to contain costs.”
This summary is not complete. To understand fully every twist and turn of the
arena project, readers must read virtually
every issue of the Independent since April
2, 2008 (“Awaiting funding news from
Quebec – Arena plans still ‘embryonic’” (p.
3)), as well as reading a number of city
documents.
– DP

Wishing Our Wonderful Customers
and Friends All the Very Best
This Holiday Season
Thank You for Your Loyalty, Patronage
and Support in 2012
Rob, Karyn and The Entire Nick’s Staff

1377 Greene Avenue
514.935.0946

Great Coffee. Breakfast. Lunch. Dinner
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Arena goes up, everyone is watching

October 31.

November 30.

December 12.

This series of photos was taken by the Independent from the months of October to December 2012. They were taken from the same perspective as a bystander looking east
through the security fence at Lansdowne and de Maisonneuve.

The steel roof structure gets built above the east rink.
Photo courtesy of Sam Beitel

The interior of the east rink, viewed from the north.

Photo courtesy of Patrick Martin
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Community Corner

A new era in emergency
care at the Glen
By Julie Quenneville
While the emergency departments
(ED) of the McGill University Health Centre (MUHC) are already renowned for
their high level of expertise and care, daily
operations will be greatly improved once
the EDs at the Royal Victoria and the Montreal Children’s hospitals move into brand
new facilities at the Glen site.
The move to a linear design
As director of the emergency department at the Royal Victoria Hospital, Dr.
Frederic Dankoff has been part of the user
group of experts offering input into the design and functions of the new adult ED at
the Glen site. “One of the major benefits
of the new emergency department will be
the layout,” he says.
The new ED and its unique linear design will have a central core where medical professionals will be working, and an
outside corridor that will be used by patients. The pediatric and adult EDs at the
Glen will be part of an elite group of hospitals in the country that currently use this
revolutionary design.
Numerous benefits of a redesigned ED
The design of the new department at
the Glen and the rest of the hospital’s layout will allow for much easier wayfinding,
more efficient workflow, as well as greater
patient privacy and confidentiality.
All patient rooms will be single-person
and multi-purpose, meaning supplies and
equipment can be brought directly to the
patient. With a sufficient number of
rooms, the practice of leaving patients on

stretchers in the hallway – an all-too-common occurrence in hospitals across the
country these days due to a lack of available beds – should be a thing of the past at
the Glen.
“We have designed the emergency department without hallways with the expectation that we won’t have to leave
patients on stretchers in the hall ever
again,” explained Dankoff. “Instead, they
will be in a single room where their risk of
infection will be greatly reduced.”
For more information on the New
MUHC, visit muhc.ca/construction. To
join The Best Care for Life Campaign in
support of the new MUHC, visit
muhc.ca/cause.
Julie Quenneville is the director
of development at the
McGill University Health Centre.

McCall, Trudeau recent
recipients of Diamond
Jubilee medal
Two Westmount artists, printmaker
Ann McCall and sculptor Yves Trudeau,
were awarded the Queen Elizabeth ll Diamond Jubilee medal. Both are members of
the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts
(RCA).
McCall, a former RCA president from
2009 to 2012, and Trudeau, a former RCA
regional chair for Quebec, were honoured
for their volunteer service to the RCA. The
award was presented by Jonathan Dart, the
British consul general in Toronto at the
Gardiner Museum on November 27.

Open Sundays in December to serve you better!

Canadian-made clothing by Sympli,
Diane Kennedy and Glimore – sizes 2 to 18
— extensive collection of bamboo clothing —
5175B Sherbrooke West corner Marlowe

514-482-4702

Dickens fellowship undergoes
local revival

Following a hiatus of nearly 50 years, the Montreal chapter of the International Dickens Fellowship is
meeting once again. While there was a Montreal branch from 1909 to 1963, it was only this year during
the 200th anniversary of English novelist Charles Dickens’ birth that an effort was made to revive the
chapter. Several members met at their first meeting at Westmount Public Library on December 4 to hear
from Elaine Bander on The Pickwick Papers. They are planning to meet from 2:30 to 4:30 pm on the
first Tuesday of every month to discuss Dickens’ works, as well as related books and movies. The evening
of December 7, the group welcomed actor John Huston to the Atwater Library, where he performed
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol while in character as the author.
Photo: Martin C. Barry

Annual drive-home
continues
An annual tradition continued again
this year when public safety officers reported driving home 13 of those attending the annual Christmas supper at the
Contactivity Centre for seniors at Westmount Park Church December 6. Providing transportation to those needing it
after the event was started many years
ago.

Patrick Molson

Canadian Art
& Antiques
By appointment

514 886.6683

10 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – December 18, 2012

Real Estate Sales

John Kranitz
514-941-3066
JohnKranitz.com
Real Estate Broker
Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
A small clinic with a great reputation for
high standards of physiotherapy – including
the most recent techniques promoted by
Advanced Physical Therapy Education Institute.
FOR FULL DETAILS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.annakirova-pht.com
5885 Cote-des-Neiges, suite 206 Tel: 514-750-5117

Mount Royal
Roofing
All types of roofs
and brickwork

(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094
mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.

Serving Westmount for 50 years

Boots MacLeod’s
Christmas trees
are back!
Our usual lot at 5 Seasons is
still under construction, so we
have moved 2 blocks east,
between Dawson and
Westmount Square:

4119 de Maisonneuve
northwest corner
of Wood/de Maisonneuve
starting Tuesday
December 4,
every day: 9am to 8pm

E & L Landscaping
Division of 3189171 Canada Inc.

25 years
experience

SNOW REMOVAL
• residential and commercial
Reasonable and reliable

Ernest:
514-941-2116

Hockey in all its forms of gentillesse (or not)
On the Lighter
Side
Ingrid KovitchDannenbaum

I was recently invited to play hockey
with a group of congenial gentlemen in
their Tuesday night game. It is quite possible that they were having trouble drumming up bodies, given their arguably
non-prime time slot of midnight. More
likely, I suspect that the calibre of play was
becoming far too strong and I was summoned in a poorly-veiled effort to boost
morale.
And boost morale I did! A fierce proponent of equal opportunity, I passed freely
to everyone, be they on my team or not.
Likewise for applauding fine plays, and for
deflecting shots (into either net). It seems
men are always looking for someone to
strip (of the puck), and for someone
around whom they can pirouette effortlessly. Voila, me!
I entertain no delusions. When you
play the way I do, you do well to accept any
invitations that come your way. I am
keenly aware that my welcome was the
hockey equivalent of affirmative action.
After all, with respect to this particular
crowd, I represented several minority demographics at once: young (relatively
speaking), female (absolutely speaking),
and crappy (somewhere in between).
Thankfully – where my own morale is
concerned – this was not my only game in
town. Through cunning, bribery and
shameless supplication, I have managed
to inveigle my way into a variety of hockey
opportunities. Loosely grouped, these
seem to fall into one of three categories:
1. Ego-Battering Games (EBGs): e.g. experienced men.
2. Ego-Neutral Games (ENGs): e.g. experienced women.
3. Ego-Restoring Games (ERGs): e.g.
neophyte women, or very, very small, hungry and sleep-deprived children.
Curiously, I have discovered that there
can be a fair bit of ego battering even in
ERGs. (Regrettably, however, the converse
rarely seems to hold). Given my ample experience with dignity dinging, one would
think that I might have grown immune to
insult. Or that with ever advancing age –
another sore point – my skin might have
thickened (so to speak). Rubbish!
But I have come to realize that what distinguishes an EBG from an ERG has less
to do with facts and more to do with con-

text. Consider, for instance, the following
two exchanges, eerily similar, overheard
on hockey benches, roughly a week apart.
EBG/Men:
“What the!#^$&% was that?!?”
“What was what?” (hork, spit)
“That!$#&^# play you just made. I can’t
believe you didn’t pass to me!” (hork, spit)
“Maybe if you were in position I would
have considered it.”
“Are you kidding? I’m always in position. You’re the one who’s!#&*$! coasting
around all over the place.”
“Well at least I can shoot. Maybe if you
learned how you’d get a pass once in a
while.” (hork, spit)
ERG/Women:
“Sorry about that lousy drop pass.”

“Are you kidding? It was a great pass. I
wasn’t trailing you well. My bad.”
“Are you kidding? Your positioning is
always amazing.”
“Yours too!”
“And that was a great pass you gave me
a couple of shifts back. But next time, if
you have a chance to shoot, go for it! Your
shot is way better than mine.”
“What?!? You have the way better shot!”
“Whatever! Can you please pass the
Kleenex?”
Long live hockey in all of its glorious
forms!
Westmounter Ingrid Kovitch Dannenbaum
is an avid dabbler in sports, cooking, DIY
projects, outdoor pursuits and crafts (when
she is not accumulating pets and corralling
her four kids, that is). In her spare time, she
works as a family doctor.

Vimy ridge, West mount

Westmounters were well represented at an event held on December 10 at Forget House on Sherbrooke
St. downtown, at which supporters of the Vimy Foundation were presented with Queen Elizabeth’s
Diamond Jubilee medal. From top left, clockwise, recipients included the foundation’s founder, Andrew
Powell; Stuart Iversen; Bill Stavert; and Brenda Norris, all Westmounters. Seven others also received
medals from retired lieutenant general Michel Maisonneuve, a director of the foundation.
Photos courtesy of the Vimy Foundation

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time on Tuesdays! Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.
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ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE
Real Estate Agency
1245 Greene Avenue / 4 Westmount Square, Suite 110 / Westmount

My most
sincere
wishes for
a safe and
happy holiday
season!

Atwater Market Area… live the lifestyle!

3709 rue Saint-Ambroise, #5
Live the lifestyle ... 2 steps from Atwater Market, facing a park
with a direct view on the canal. A recent construction (2003)
of superior quality, spacious top floor, open LR, DR and
kitchen, 2 bedrooms, lots of storage, high ceilings, very
bright (3 skylights), 2 balconies, central A/C, indoor garage.
Extremely well designed!˜MLS 9457914
$579,000

Charles
Pearo

Check out my other listings
at www.JulieBedard.ca

Ph.D. – Real estate broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

B. 934-1818
C. 704-1063
Integrity & Expertise
Working for you!

Lachine Canal Loft
This elegant loft is situated on the Lachine Canal bike paths,
near Atwater market, downtown and Old Montreal.
Completely and tastefully renovated with high-end materials
and appliances. One closed bedroom + a mezzanine sleeping area and possibility of having a second closed bedroom.
11-foot ceilings, large windows, wooden beams and
columns. Bright and spacious. MLS 10025506 $655,000

My best wishes to all
my clients, friends
and neighbours for
a wonderful holiday
season and the very
best in the New Year

BRIGITTE I.
BURDMAN
Real Estate Broker
Courtier Immobilier

514

Westmount: Majestic stone residence on Rosemount Ave. is one of Westmount’s finest buys. Fully renovated in 2002, this 6 bedroom home is truly unique.
High ceilings, architectural details, large kitchen, spacious rooms for entertaining, large & private lot, ample
parking space. Now available to buy at $3,500,000 or
rent at $13,000 per month. Please call for your appointment.
mls 8695923

934-7440

brigitteiburdman@hotmail.com

brigitteiburdman.com
“Exceeding your expectations to
deliver the results you deserve”
“Un service qui dépassera toutes vos attentes
afin de vous livrer des résultats inestimables”

Julie
Bédard
julie@juliebedard.ca
www.JulieBedard.ca

514 591-2338

Westmount: 4481 de Maisonneuve O. – Beautifully
renovated, extremely sunny, 3+1 bedroom home on the
flats that has been lovingly restored showcasing the original architecture and restored woodwork. Designed to
give everyone their own space, this home is worth a visit.
mls 10086004

To all my clients
my best wishes
for a happy
holiday and
healthy new year.

NE W DE VELOPMENT

NDG: 5360 Sherbrooke W.

Béatrice
BAUDINET
B. 514.934.1818
C. 514.912.1482
www.baudinet.ca
baudinet@royallepage.ca
DIAMOND
AWARD
WINNER
for 2009,
2010, 2011

(awarded to the top
3% of Royal Lepage
Realtors in Canada)

Perfectly located on Sherbrooke street
corner Prud’homme, steps away from all
amenities, public transportation and great
Westmount shopping! This contemporary
style condominium features high ceilings
and modern finishings. 1 or 2 bedroom
units available with storage lockers and
interior parking Starting at $160,950 + QST/GST

Have a wonderful
holiday season and
all the best for 2013!
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Cromwell’s impact on Vic
village under microscope
By Michael Moore
A study is being conducted on the impact of ownership concentration in Victoria village amid growing concern that lease
rates are altering the ambiance of the area.
“The character of Victoria village is
largely defined by the people who live and
work here,” said Krista Leetmaa, a research assistant studying the issue for the
Community-University Research Alliances (CURA).
“The worry is that if you have ownership concentration, lease rates might become higher artificially, which could push
out smaller business owners and leave
room only for larger franchises,” added
Leetmaa.
The ownership concerns stem from the
large presence of Cromwell Management,
which owns long stretches of commercial
and residential real estate along both Sherbrooke and Victoria, as well as other parts
of Montreal, Quebec City and Toronto.
The real estate juggernaut’s presence in
the area has been blamed by some local
residents and merchants for higher rents,
property evaluations and real estate prices.

Navigating the fence line

Leetmaa, a second-year master’s candidate in McGill’s School of Urban Planning, has opted for a qualitative approach
for her research, attending town hall meetings, speaking with city councillors and interviewing local business owners, some of
whom lease their properties from
Cromwell.
She said the owners have been forthcoming with their thoughts in an attempt
to solve the issues facing the village.
“It’s not just about their own personal
business; they care about the viability of
Victoria village in its entirety,” she said.
“They want to share their concerns and
work together to look for potential solutions.”
According to owners interviewed by
Leetmaa, Cromwell’s presence has led to a
dramatic increase in property lease rates,
which has reportedly forced out local businesses and replaced them with companies
more willing to pay higher rent and taxes,
such as large franchises and higher end
boutiques that draw different clientele and
affect the village’s overall
feel.
continued on p. 19

Adventures
in Urban
Farming
Marci Babineau

Recently, I have had some opportunities to be involved in the age-old parlance
that happens when one is doing things
regularly in the exposure of one’s own garden, particularly if it happens to be in the
front of the house near a busy sidewalk.
People routinely stop to talk about the
weather, ask about this plant or that, how
the hens or bees are keeping and could
their young one pop in for a quick look?
This is all part of the harvest.
Because urban agriculture necessitates
our leaving the comfort of our homes, we
become more a part of our community,
sort of by default. We are out there. People
see what we are doing. We really care if the
dog goes on our cabbage or strawberries.
Urban agriculture is as much about re-educating ourselves and others about the
possibilities of living near our food, as it is

about eating locally, it seems. Bringing
food into the landscape inevitably brings
up issues that we have not had to face safe
and snug in our homes or “hunting and
gathering” at the local grocery store.
There is the urban wildlife to contend
with: squirrels, rats, raccoons, the odd fox
and the dominant species – humans. Living indoors as we do in the city, we don’t
have the opportunity to build and test the
limits of our relationships with our cospecies, the neighbours. Perhaps we don’t
even have relationships to test.
Our family has been blessed with stellar neighbours, it turns out. However, one
way to know for sure how your neighbours
feel is to put a compost bin, clothes line or
chicken coop near the border of your common property line.
Recently, we were in the unhappy situation of having established our chicken
coop too near our neighbour’s garden. Initially, it seemed natural to evolve our son’s
playhouse into a space for our five hens,
but as the years wore on, it became clear
through various communications that
they were deeply unhappy. Try as we did to
keep it clean and tidy, the
neighbours simply did continued on p. 22

Merry Christmas! Happy Holidays!
Wishing my clients, friends, and family a
Healthy, Happy & Prosperous 2013!

ANTONIOS XIPOLEAS
REAL ESTATE BROKER – GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST INC.

514.770.9476 – ANTONIOSXIPOLEAS.COM
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;;;1=4%-28'%
HOMES
LAND 19,461 SF

LAND 13,170 SF

RIVER VIEW

AV. FORDEN,
AV. FORDEN,
AV. SUNNYSIDE,
WESTMOUNT $5,500,000 WESTMOUNT $4,950,000 WESTMOUNT $3,950,000

CITY VIEWS

CITY & RIVER VIEWS

RUE JEAN-GIRARD,
WSMT ADJ. $3,950,000

CITY &
RIVER VIEWS

SUMMIT CIRCLE,
WESTMOUNT $3,395,000

LANSDOWNE RIDGE,
AV. ROSLYN,
WESTMOUNT $3,900,000 WESTMOUNT $3,695,000

POOL

CH. DAULAC,
WESTMOUNT $3,350,000

AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE,
WESTMOUNT $3,250,000

FORDEN CR.,
WESTMOUNT $2,995,000

SOLD

AV. LEXINGTON,
WESTMOUNT $2,750,000

SOLD

AV. UPPER-BELMONT,
WESTMOUNT $2,195,000

AV. OLIVIER,
WESTMOUNT $2,150,000

AV. KITCHENER,
WESTMOUNT $1,585,000

AV. DE RAMEZAY,
WSMT ADJ. $2,688,000

SOLD

AV. MOUNT-PLEASANT,
WESTMOUNT $1,795,000

AV. MOUNT-PLEASANT,
WESTMOUNT $1,750,000

SOLD

AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE,
WESTMOUNT $1,595,000

MAGNIFICENT

UPPER-LANSDOWNE, WSMT

ASKING PRICE $1,495,000

MARIE–
YVONNE
PAINT
CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

BOUL. THE BOULEVARD,
WSMT $1,500,000+TAXES

AV. GROSVENOR,
WESTMOUNT $1,695,000

SOLD

AV. DOUGLAS,
WESTMOUNT $1,398,000

AV. UPPER-ROSLYN,
WESTMOUNT $1,299,000

AV. GROSVENOR,
WESTMOUNT $1,295,000

2S
ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE AGENCY
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

514 933 5888
WWW.MYPAINT.CA

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - N O 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.)
N O 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUÉBEC, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001
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On the shelves
Among recent reading and audio-visual
material at the Westmount Public Library
singled out by staff are:
Magazines
“Cookie Deluxe” by Dorie Greenspan in
Bon appétit, December 2012, p. 88-97.
Crisp, elegant cookies, stylish threads and
good friends: What more could a girl ask
for during the holidays? Baking guru
Dorie Greenspan and fashion designer
Gaby Basora invite you to a very sweet tea
party.
“The Giving Guide” by Bonnie Tsui in
Real Simple, December 2012, p. 143-152.
Whether you are looking to spread some
goodwill this holiday or to be more charitable in general, this comprehensive package will tell you how to find a nonprofit
that’s deserving of your dollars – along
with specific recommendations for every
sort of cause.
“En toute simplicité” par Nadine Descheneaux et Annie-France Charbonneau
in Coup de pouce, December 2012, p. 99105. Envie d’un Noël où la fatigue ne l’emporte pas sur les réjouissances? La clé? On
réduit le stress au minimum pour passer

un maximum de vrai bon temps avec ceux
qu’on aime.
Adult English – Cozy Christmas mysteries
A Christmas Garland by Anne Perry –
In 1857 India, young Lieutenant Victor
Narraway, with the help of two young children and a simple Christmas garland, defends a British medical orderly throughout
a murder investigation.
The Twelve Clues of Christmas by Rhys
Bowen – While serving as an assistant to
the hostess of a large Christmas house
party in Tiddleton-under-Lovey, Georgie
gets the attention of her retired detective
grandfather after dead bodies begin showing up.
Adult French – Entertaining
L’emballage, tout un art: présentez vos
cadeaux avec originalité by Hiroe Miyaoka –
In the Japanese tradition, this book shows
how to create original boxes and wrappings. Some 30 projects are presented,
with step-by-step instructions illustrated
by photographs.
Tables et déco de fête: décoration, idées, recettes by Marie France Annasse – This
book contains decoration ideas for small

or large occasions. You will learn about
crockery, personalized tablecloths, gifts for
the food lover, paper décor, lighting and
vases.
Holiday films
Lovely Still – With the approach of
Christmas causing him to feel lonely in
life and love, Robert Malone (Academy
Award winner Martin Landau) braves the
wintery weather to arrive home from his
job at the grocery store only to find a
stranger (Academy Award Winner Ellen
Burstyn). What begins as an odd and awkward encounter quickly blossoms into
what appears to be a romantic late-life love
affair that takes us on a heartfelt and wonderful journey that takes an unexpected
turn.
A Christmas Story – Narrated by a man
recalling his childhood, this film looks
back at the compulsive efforts of 7-year-old
Ralphie as he tries every means possible
to acquire his dream Christmas gift: a
Daisy-brand Red Ryder repeating BB carbine with a compass mounted in the stock.
Problem is he lives in a Norman Rockwellesque midwestern town in the 1940s,

where his parents, teachers and even
Santa Claus all warn Ralphie that “he’ll
shoot his eye out.” Episodic in nature and
seen entirely through the eyes of a child,
the film offers a wonderful look at the dayto-day eccentricities that grew out of this
conservative period.
Christmas books for children
Scaredy Squirrel Prepares for Christmas
by Mélanie Watt – Scaredy Squirrel has
created a trusty safety guide to help him
get through the most wonderful and, according to him, scariest time of year –
Christmas!
Un hiver en pyjama by Mireille Levert –
Léon the bear and his family are getting
ready to hibernate for the winter, but nothing will make them sleep through Christmas day!
Reference
Smart Shopping Montreal by Sandra
Phillips.
Restos Montréal 2013: les petites et
grandes tables de la métropole et des environs
by Marie-Claude Lortie.

LOWER CANADA COLLEGE

CONGRATULATES

HEADMASTER
(
)
Christopher Shannon Pre-U ’76

Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
Medal Recipient
BEFORE

AFTER

Mini-Cosmetic Surgery
Without General Anesthesia

514.935.9906
The Canadian Institute of Cosmetic Surgery - Montreal
&HVSKRWRVVRQWSXEOLpHVjWLWUHLQGLFDWLID¿QGHIRXUQLUGHO¶LQIRUPDWLRQVXUODQDWXUHGHO¶LQWHUYHQWLRQ(OOHVQHFRQVWLWXHQWDXFXQHPHQWXQHJDUDQWLHGHUpVXOWDW

Visit: www.lcc.ca/cshannon
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Murray Park was ready

We take this opportunity
to thank you for your trust
and your home be filled with

happiness, joy and love
Real estate brok
broker
er

Real
eal estate brok
broker
er

514-918-6491

514-484-7656
14-484-7656

www.mlguillard.ca
www.mlguillard.ca

www.carmenberlie.com
ww.carmenberlie.com

City of Westmount employees, from left, Kevin Gaca, Justin Cavanagh and Evan Drake pause while
erecting security boards at the base of the hill in Murray Park November 21 before the first snowfall of
the season. At the same time they were winding snow fencing throughout the hill to reduce the speed of
toboganners.
Photo: Robert J. Galbraith

Budget, cont’d. from p. 7
costs and debt servicing.
The high cost of pension plan actuarial
deficits is among “a number of issues and
risks we must consider while looking
ahead,” Price said.
It is a global issue, he told Metcalfe resident Gerald Glass during question period.
While Westmount’s plans are being negotiated with the city’s unions, Montreal’s
employee plans “are in far worse shape,”

added Mayor Peter Trent. They are costing
Westmount “a lot of money” through agglomeration shared costs.
Among increased expenditures in the
2013 budget is the debt payment of $4.9
million, up from $4.6 million.
In addition to $78.7 million in revenue
from general property tax in 2013, other
sources of revenue are expected to include
$5.4 million from parking fees and fines,
$3.2 million in transfer duties, and $4.7
million from government property in lieu
of taxes.

Top scorers, Westmount bridge club
Westmount tally bridge winners with
top accumulative bridge scores for the
three best sessions in November were:
1. Gerald Ratzer with 12,570 points.
2. Jim Richards with 12,190 points.
3. Dael Perry with 10,240 points.
4. Viviane Agia with 10,150 points.
5. Nida Koudsi with 9,100 points.
6 David Green with 8,820 points.

WESTMOUNT, VICTORIA VILLAGE
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WESTMOUNT, CLAREMONT
Modern renovated townhouse
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The largest inventory of prestigious
residences in Westmount

LEASING LUXURY HOMES SINCE 1998

Visit our website:
www.groupecopley.com

Groupe Copley Wishes You
Happy Holidays

Top scorers for the three best sessions
in October were:
1. Lucie Kirmoyan with 12,220 points.
2. Viviane Agia with 8,900 points.
3. Carol Cummings Spears with 8,370
points.
4. Lise Beauchem with 8,350 points.
5. Barbara Maclean with 8,220 points.

Electronic Independents available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time on Tuesdays!
Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.

1 SEVERN, WESTMOUNT
$7800 Monthly

603 LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT
$9500 Monthly

Renovated, semi-detached home. 2 terraces, 2 garages
3+1 Bedrooms, 2+1 Bathrooms
See details at: www.groupecopley.com
MLS # 10349244

Renovated, semi-detached cottage. Classic woodwork, garage
4+1 Bedrooms, 3+1 Bathrooms
See details at: www.groupecopley.com
MLS # 10531860

HEAD OFFICE: 1190 Bishop Street, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3G 2E3
For more information, please contact Christine at 514-656-6437 ext. 108
Email: info@groupecopley.com
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Diabetes research gets boost from Nov. 1 gala
Social Notes
from Westmount
and Beyond
Veronica Redgrave

The 2012 Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation (JDRF) gala was held at Le
Windsor on November 1. And what an
evening it was! The beautifully decorated
hall had an interesting chartreuse and
mauve décor, while softly swaying floorlength gauzy white curtains imparted a
South Beach mood. Tickets were $500.
Sponsorships were from $5,000 to
$25,000.
The Fund a Cure portion of the event
honoured the late Hershel Victor and the
Victor family for their generous support of
$2 million over the years and their recent
donation of another $100,000 to support
research in fighting diabetes.
Victor family members attending were
Hershel Victor’s widow Christine; daughter Gail Victor, who came in from New
York; and son Alan, a Westmount resident.
The 2012 JDRF gala honoree was Paul

Lepage, senior vice
president
TELUS
Health. Father of two
children with type 1
diabetes, he is behind the TELUS
Walk to Cure Diabetes, which raised
$7 million in 2012.
Co-chair
Westmounter Lori Pesner, chic in a short
form-fitting Missoni
dress, greeted guests
with her daughter
Montana Black, cute
in short form-fitting
red. Montana has
Type 1 diabetes.
Black
family
members present
were Westmounters
David, father of
Montana,
Jade,
Stone and David’s
Gordon and Penny Echenberg.
brother Ricki with
Jill Kessner.
Other co-chairs were Derek Patterson tive account manager, there with
with his wife Chantal Desmarais and their his wife Michèle and their children
children Brandon and Michael Desmarais- Anaïs and Philippe-Olivier Jean.
Westmounters present included
Patterson; and Errold Jean, TELUS execuPenny and Gordon Echenberg,
there with children Andrew (who came in
from Toronto) and Jessica; Shirley Goldfarb; Gloria Halpern; sisters Rosanne and
Lisa Kozloff, daughters of JDRF Quebec
Region president, David Kozloff; Jodi and
Cookie Lazarus; Louise McLellan and
Michael Taub; Kim and Doug Reim; Linda
and Terry Smith; Alice and Joel Raby;
Shawna and Todd Sone; Ruth and David
Steinberg; former Westmount city coun-

Festive Brunches in the
Ritz-Carlton Montreal’s Oval Room

Montana Black and Lori Pesner.

cillor Rhoda and Robert Vineberg with
their son Justin and his wife Samantha;
and Krayna Golfman, JDRF Canada
founder.
Evening emcee was Véronique
Cloutier. Her sister Stéphanie, a Type 1 diabetic, is married to Florida Panthers
goalie José Théodore.
The $545,000 raised will support research to develop new and better treatments for Type 1 diabetes.

December 25th and January 1st from 10:30 am
Reservations: 514-842-4210 x1222 | brunch@ritzmontreal.com

Deluxe Stay and Brunch Package
Deluxe room and brunch – starting at $455
Reservations: 514-842-4212 | reservations@ritzmontreal.com
Visit www.ritzmontreal.com for more information

From left: Robert and Rhoda Vineberg, and Samantha and Justin Vineberg.
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Bunny
Berke
514.347.1928
bberke@sothebysrealty.ca

Extraordinary homes.
Skillfully marketed.
Successfully purchased.

Real Estate Broker

Lindsay
Hart
Real estate
broker

Jessica
Silverstein
Certified real
estate broker

Recently purchased
CONDITIONALLY SOLD

4685-4687 Av. Bonavista

3605-3607 Rue Clark

476 Av. Roslyn

730 Boul. Montpellier, apt. 103

1788 Rue du Canal, apt. B310

Homes for sale

1470 Ch. Caledonia, TMR

8626785

9009 Gouin, Ahuntsic-Cartierville 9149722

12460 St-Castin, Ahuntsic-Cartierville 8765313

349-353 Lakeside, Lac Brome

10015398

62 Simone-De Beauvoir, Île Perrot 10244468

74 Av. McNider, Outremont

9355399

645 Rue Watson, Lachute

38 Rue Dufferin, Hampstead

10113866

5903 Av. Brandeis, Cote st.luc 9532824

678 Marie-Le Ber, Nuns Island 10077148

9276891

4700 Ste-Catherine, #709, Wst 9667271

2000 Claremont, PH7, Wst adj. 9378894

445 Viger O., #904, Ville-Marie 8650609

1200 De Maisonneuve, #11A, Ville-Marie 10060306

6150 du Boisé, #2J, CDN/NDG 10687247

300 des Sommets, #112, Nuns Island 10668583

80 Berlioz, #1607, Nuns Island 10541747

4411 St-Denis, #209, Le Plateau 10582290

58 De Brésoles, apt. 1, Ville-marie 9103543

10513068

Condos for sale

300 Lansdowne, PH63, Wst

We invite you to tour our new website:

BunnyBerke.com

sothebysrealty.ca
Real Estate Agency | Independently owned & operated
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Cst. Kriaa becomes drug recognition expert
Come
and Worship

By Laureen Sweeney

Christmas at St. Matthias’
Sunday December 16
5:00 pm Christmas Lessons & Carols
to Honour the Christ Child,
followed by the parish party
Monday December 24
Christmas Eve
5:00 pm Children’s Pageant
10:00 pm Candle-light Service
Tuesday December 25
Christmas Day
10:30 am Choral Eucharist
8:00 am Holy Eucharist &
10:30 am Choral Eucharist
every Sunday throughout Advent

St. Matthias’Anglican Church
131 Cote St. Antoine Rd.
(corner Metcalfe in Westmount)

514-933-4295

Rector: The Reverend Kenneth M. Near
Music Director: John Wiens

During this season of holiday parties
when messages of “don’t drink and drive”
are being especially enforced, Westmounters can expect to come across police roadblocks at any time and place, local station
12 commander Stéphane Plourde explained last week.
But what happens when police pull
over an obviously impaired driver only to
find, in a roadside breathalyzer test, that
little or no alcohol has been consumed?
The answer is to call in one of the 10
Drug Recognition Experts (DRE) in the
Montreal police force to test the driver for
possible substance abuse – and determine
the source. Is it cannabis, hallucinogens,
stimulants, narcotics, prescription drugs,
an excessive amount of certain cough
syrups – or even a combination?
And one of these few accredited specialists is Cst. Michel Kriaa of station 12.
Kriaa was certified as a DRE in August
after a two-week training course at the
Quebec police academy in Nicolet and a
week of practical training in Jacksonville,
Florida in May.
He can expect to be called to any of the
police detention centres on the island of

The Parish of Ascension of Our Lord
(Sherbrooke St. at the corner of Clarke Ave.)

Welcomes all to our Advent
and Christmas Celebrations!
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, December 22nd from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve – Monday, December 24th
Family Eucharist: 7:30 p.m.
Choral Service – Ascension Choir under
the direction of Dr. David Szanto: 9:30 p.m.
Solemn Eucharist: 10 p.m.
Feast of the Holy Family
Saturday, December 29th: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 30th: 10:30 a.m.
New Year’s Eve – Monday, December 31st: 5:00 p.m.
New Year’s Day – Feast of Mary,
Mother of God: 10:30 a.m.
We invite all parishioners, former parishioners and
visitors to join in celebrating with us this Holy Season.
Msgr. Sean Harty E.V., Parochial Administrator
Rev. Patrick Donnelly, Associate Pastor

Montreal at any time of day or night when
a DRE is required to analyze a suspect’s
source of substance abuse – in order to
provide police with the grounds to order a
urine sample.
“Driving under the influence of drugs
is becoming a growing problem,” he told
the Independent. “Just because a drug is
legal doesn’t mean it doesn’t affect your
ability to drive.”
Until relatively recently, he said, little
had been done to address the issue. Part
of the problem is diagnosing the source of
an apparent impairment, which has
opened up an entirely new field of required expertise for police since 2009
when the Criminal Code of Canada added
drugs as a source of driving impairment.
So far, Kriaa explained, his services
have been called on three times. One call
came recently at 2:30 am.
Kriaa, who worked as an Urgences
Santé paramedic for many years before
joining the police force, said the practical
training in Jacksonville involved intensive
days evaluating people at a drug rehabilitation centre, using similar techniques to
tests he would use on a suspect in detention. A suspect of impaired driving
through drug abuse who refuses testing

faces the same charges as one refusing a
breathalyser test, he said.
“Our big objective is to reduce all types
of accidents under the influence of drugs
and alcohol.”

Cst. Michel Kriaa December 3 at Station 12.

To all my friends and
customers in Westmount:
May the joy of the season
be yours throughout 2012
Andy Dodge & Associates, Inc.
Real estate consultants & appraisers
Custom home appraisals for
property taxes, divorces, estates,
capital gains, market analysis,
investment, fire insurance.
CP 357, Succ Victoria
Westmount, QC H3Z 2V8
Tel: 514-482-8560
Fax: 514-482-8621
www.andydodgeassociates.com
andy@andydodgeassociates.com
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Vic village, cont’d. from p. 12
Though forthcoming with their opinions, the owners’ viewpoints on an issue
can often differ, which has forced Leetmaa
to re-evaluate her data after every interview.
“Things are a lot more complicated
than they appear on the surface. Each merchant and each resident of the area has a

unique and valuable perspective of what’s
going on,” she said. “Some people view
certain things as problematic while others
don’t.”
With the issue of sprucing up the village being discussed in public meetings
(see “City asked, got variety of ideas for
sprucing up Vic Village,” October 9, p. 3),
a recurring wish made by the owners in
interviews with Leetmaa was greater consultation between themselves and the city.

“They think if there was more communication back and forth they might be able
to reach solutions that work better for all
parties,” she said.
The Victoria village project represents
a return home of sorts for Leetmaa, who
worked for a year and a half at the former
Wellhouse restaurant on the corner of
Sherbrooke and Victoria.
“It’s very important when working on a
research project like this to have a ground-

ing in the area,” said Leetmaa. “Coming in
with a general sense of the area and how
people relate to it has been very helpful.”
Though she has yet to decide on how
best to frame her findings, she is considering providing a list of recommendations
to the city stemming from her study.
Leetmaa hopes to conclude her research in early 2013.

Ville de Westmount
City of Westmount

AVIS D’ADOPTION
RÈGLEMENT 1440
AVIS PUBLIC est par les présentes donné à tous ceux qui peuvent être
concernés que le règlement 1440 intitulé « RÈGLEMENT VISANT À IMPOSER ET
À PRÉLEVER UNE TAXE ET UNE COMPENSATION POUR L’EXERCICE
FINANCIER 2013 » a été adopté par le conseil municipal de la Ville de Westmount
lors de sa deuxième séance extraordinaire tenue à l’hôtel de ville le 17 décembre
2012.
L’objet de ce règlement vise à :
– imposer et prélever la taxe foncière générale sur tous les immeubles situés sur
le territoire de la municipalité, basée sur la valeur imposable portée au rôle
d’évaluation;
– imposer le paiement d’une compensation pour services municipaux aux
propriétaires des immeubles ou terrains situés sur le territoire.
Ce règlement entre en vigueur le 1er janvier 2013.
Toute personne intéressée peut consulter le règlement sur le site Web de la ville :
www.westmount.org et en obtenir copie au bureau du greffier situé au 4333, rue
Sherbrooke Ouest à Westmount, du lundi au vendredi de 8 h 30 à 16 h 30.
DONNÉ à Westmount, ce 19 décembre 2012.

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
BY-LAW 1440
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to all who may be concerned that By-law 1440
entitled “BY-LAW TO IMPOSE AND LEVY A TAX AND A COMPENSATION FOR
THE 2013 FISCAL YEAR” was adopted by the Municipal Council of the City of
Westmount at its second special sitting held at City Hall on December 17, 2012.

Services municipaux
période des Fêtes

Municipal Services
Holiday Period

Pendant la période des Fêtes de
2012-2013, l’horaire des bureaux et
des services municipaux de la Ville de
Westmount sera modifié comme suit :

During the 2012-2013 holiday season,
the operating schedules for the City of
Westmount’s municipal offices and
services will be modified as follows:

Bureaux administratifs
Les bureaux administratifs de l’hôtel de
ville, Hydro Westmount, Victoria Hall, des
Travaux publics et de la Sécurité publique,
y compris le bureau des permis de stationnement, seront fermés :
du 24 au 26 décembre; et
du 31 décembre au 2 janvier
L’horaire normale reprend le 3 janvier.

Administrative Offices
Administrative offices at City Hall, Hydro
Westmount, Victoria Hall, Public Works
and Public Security, including the Parking
Permits office, will be closed:
December 24 to December 26 and
December 31 to January 2
The regular office schedule resumes on
January 3.

Conservatoire et serres
Ces installations seront ouvertes au
public selon l’horaire suivant :
du 22 au 24 décembre : de 10 h à 17 h
le 25 décembre : fermé
le 26 décembre : de 10 h à 17 h
les 27 et 28 décembre : de 10 h à 21 h
du 29 au 31 décembre : de 10 h à 17 h
le 1er janvier : fermé
le 2 janvier : de 10 h à 21 h
les 3 et 4 janvier : de 10 h à 17 h

Conservatory and Greenhouses
These facilities will be open to the public
according to the following hours:
December 22 to 24: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
December 25: Closed
December 26: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
December 27 & 28: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
December 29 to 31: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
January 1: Closed
January 2: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
January 3 & 4: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Bibliothèque publique de Westmount
Fermée du 24 décembre au 26 décembre
et du 31 décembre au 2 janvier.

Westmount Public Library
Closed from December 24 to 26, and
from December 31 to January 2.

Centre communautaire Victoria Hall
Fermé du 24 au 26 décembre et du 31
décembre au 2 janvier.

Victoria Hall Community Centre
Closed from December 24 to 26 and from
December 31 to January 2.

Services de collecte
Les collectes de résidus alimentaires et
d’ordures du 25 décembre et du 1er
janvier sont remises au lendemain et la
collecte de matières recyclables aura lieu
selon l’horaire normal.

Collection Services
The kitchen waste and garbage collections
of December 25th and January 1st will be
moved to the following day and the
recycling collection will follow the regular
schedule.

L’horaire modifié des collectes pour le
secteur commercial est disponible sur le
site web www.westmount.org.

To consult the modified schedule of
collections for the commercial sector, visit
the web site at www.westmount.org.

The object of this by-law is:
– to impose and levy a tax on all taxable immovables in the territory of the
municipality, based on their value shown on the assessment roll; and
– to impose the payment of compensation for municipal services on the owners
of immovables or lands situated in the territory.
This by-law shall come into force January 1st, 2013.
Any interested person may consult the said by-law on the City’s Website:
www.westmount.org and obtain copies thereof at the Office of the City Clerk located
at 4333 Sherbrooke Street West, Westmount, Monday to Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.
GIVEN at Westmount, this December 19, 2012.
Nancy Gagnon
Greffière adjointe / Assistant City Clerk

WWW.WESTMOUNT.ORG
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The Rotary Club of Westmount
is ready to pickup reuseable
household items for our sale.
We need useful, quality, working items: antiques,
small furniture, paintings, lamps, housewares, toys, etc...
Funds raised will go to community & international projects...as we
have been doing for more than 80 years. Help Rotary help others.

For a local pickup 514935-3344 or info@rotarywestmount.org
Our helpful sponsor: Dépôt-Clé Need storage space? www.depotcle.com

Urban farming, cont’d. from p. 12
not want it looming at the edge of their
garden. As much as we loved it, the
chicken coop had to go.
We worked hard as a family to integrate
the solution of this problem into a deeper
understanding of these fledgling practices
of urban agriculture. We planned a decon-

struction party, with the happy result of
leveling the structure of the coop, processing most of the material (though we
still have excess chicken wire up for
grabs!) and opening the space to new
planting possibilities. This is not to say
that we did not experience the traditional
feelings associated with neighbours’ complaints, but it occurred to us that if we

couldn’t find a way to compromise in our
own backyards, the quest for growing our
own food in the city could be put up on the
shelf with other pipe dreams like world
peace.
Marci Babineau is a long-time organic
gardener, and keeps hens and bees in her
urban garden in Westmount. You can reach
her at sustainthislife@gmail.com.

Ville de Westmount
City of Westmount
PROGRAMME D’IMMOBILISATIONS – CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM
2013-2014-2015
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November sales staying strong
Mood of
the Market
Andy Dodge, CRA

The following article relates to offers to purchase Westmount residential dwellings, which
were reported by local real estate agents as
having been accepted in November 2012. Because they are not final registered sales, the
addresses and prices cannot be made public
but give a good idea of current trends in local
real estate activity. The graph offers a picture
of these trends over time.
Volume and prices stayed strong in
Westmount in November, defying the
doom and gloom that some agents still
seem to worry about. Nine one- and twofamily houses sold for an average
$1,680,444, all but one of them over $1
million and all the way up to $3,450,000,
the fifth highest price negotiated this year.
The “typical” Westmount house is now
selling at about $1,500,000, a level it has
maintained since March this year, meaning the average mark-up is hovering
around the 25-percent mark when compared to the municipal evaluation.
While six sales were recorded in the
range between $685,000 and $975,000 in
October, only one house in November sold

in that range, at $789,000.
The latest figures show only 20 houses
being offered for less than $1 million,
while 60 have prices over $2 million.
So far this year, agents have posted
sales of 144 houses through November,
compared to 151 for 11 months last year
and 137 in 2010, so volume is still reasonable.
Condominium sales volume is higher
this year than last, but the average price of
$748,016 is almost exactly the same, and
the mark-up of 19 percent compares to the
average of 18 percent for all of 2011. Still,
the average price for condos is up almost
20 percent compared to 2010. Only two
condo sales were posted in the fourth
quarter of last year; so far in 2012, we have
six sales with December still to come.
Adjacent Westmount was busy, too,
with two house sales in each of the districts except eastern NDG, where none
were reported. Obviously the Square Mile
leads the way in terms of prices: six houses
have sold so far this year, all for over $1
million. Only one house in eastern NDG
and three in southern Côte des Neiges can
claim the same price bracket, and in the
“Tradau” (Trafalgar-Daulac) district, seven
of 16 sales are for more than $1 million.
Now we should relax for the next
month and get ready for a busy spring season in Westmount.

HAIR
CUTS
FOR MEN
& KIDS
514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke St. W.
(at Claremont Ave.)
PHOTO: TIM KEMPLE

Ville de Westmount
City of Westmount

AVIS D’ADOPTION
RÈGLEMENT 1437
AVIS PUBLIC est par les présentes donné à tous ceux qui peuvent être concernés
que le règlement nº 1437 intitulé « RÈGLEMENT SUR L’UTILISATION DE L’EAU POTABLE » a
été adopté par le conseil municipal de la Ville de Westmount lors d’une séance
ordinaire tenue à l’hôtel de ville le 1er octobre 2012.
Ce règlement a pour objet de réglementer l’utilisation de l’eau en suivant les
exigences du gouvernement du Québec conformément à la Stratégie québécoise
sur l’économie d’eau potable. La Stratégie exige également que toutes les
municipalités adoptent un plan d’action détaillé afin de réduire la consommation
d’eau.
Ce règlement entre en vigueur le 1er janvier 2013.

Average adjusted price of typical Westmount
property by month from Jan. 1998 to Nov. 2012,
based on accepted offer dates

Toute personne intéressée peut consulter ce règlement sur le site web de la ville :
www.westmount.org et en obtenir copie au bureau du greffier situé au 4333, rue
Sherbrooke Ouest à Westmount, du lundi au vendredi de 8 h 30 à 16 h 30.
DONNÉ à Westmount, ce 19 décembre 2012.

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
BY-LAW 1437
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to all who may be concerned that By-law No. 1437
entitled “BY-LAW CONCERNING THE POTABLE WATER USAGE” was adopted by the
Municipal Council of the City of Westmount at a regular sitting held at City Hall on
October 1st, 2012.
The object of this by-law is to regulate water usage following the requirements of
the Quebec government under the Stratégie Québécoise sur l’économie d’eau
potable. The Strategy also requires that all municipalities adopt a detailed action
plan to limit water consumption.
This by-law shall come into force on January 1st, 2013.
Any interested person may consult the said by-law on the City’s website:
www.westmount.org and obtain copies thereof at the Office of the City Clerk located
at 4333 Sherbrooke Street West, Westmount, Monday to Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.
GIVEN at Westmount, this December 19, 2012.

Source: Andy Dodge & Assoc. Inc.

Nancy Gagnon
Greffière adjointe / Assistant City Clerk
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WOOD FINISHING
TOUCH-UPS / REPAIR
SERVICE ON SITE
Kitchen Cabinets, Dining Room/
Bedroom Sets, Antiques,
office furniture

STRIPPING/STAINING
FREE ESTIMATE
l
Professiona
n
Craftsma

Henry
Cornblit
514.369.0295

Bookkeep-it

Lena Papadam

/&&%
"
56503

Priory donates used toys

PO*O)PNF"MM4VCKFDUT"MM-FWFMT

/DXUXV(GXFDWLRQDO6HUYLFHV
 
XXX-BVSVT&EVDBUJPOBM4FSWJDFTDPN

CARTES ETC.

LOCAL ARTISANS
UNIQUE CARDS & GIFTS

Bookkeeping, backoffice & consulting services

514-799-9866
info@bookkeepit.ca
Are you having trouble keeping up with your payroll,
DAS, GST and other paperwork? Let me take care of
the books, so you can take care of your business.
To our cherished clients and friends.
May your holidays be full of love, joy
& laughter with an abundantly
prosperous 2013!

20% off
(valid until Dec. 31, 2012)

Grade 1 students at The Priory get ready to send toys and books to families in need as part of the school’s
community outreach program. According to The Priory, each student selected a gently used item from
home. Donations were brought to class and during a “show and tell” activity, students explained why
they thought another child would enjoy it. Gift baskets containing the items will be given out during the
Women’s Centre of Montreal’s Christmas campaign.
Photo courtesy of The Priory

5901 Sherbrooke W
(corner Royal)

514 489-2625

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Quebec classifieds
(Two pages today. Thanks! Next week I
will be sending out the ads for the weeks
of December 24 & December 31 together
as one set of ads. Your paper can use
those ads for whichever week / or both
weeks that it is publishing.)
Antiques

Financial Services
Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-983TheLoanProvider.com. 500$+ instant 8700.
For Sale
loan. Approved in 1h or less. No credit
check. Apply online or by phone. Same HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best Price, Best
day deposit. 1-888-672-7577.
Quality. All Shapes & Colours Available.
$$500 loan $$Simple, Fast, Effective. By Call 1-866-652-6837. www.thecoverphone and direct deposit, answer within guy.ca.
an hour. Requirements: steady job (4 QCNA (Quebec Community Newspapers
months) and paid by direct deposit. Association) can place your classified
Credit
Yamaska
1-877-574-2327. ad into 24 weekly papers throughout
www.credityamaska.com.
Quebec – papers just like the one you

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treasures into ready cash. International buyer
wants to purchase your antiques, paintings, china, crystal, gold, silverware,
jewellery, rare books, sports, movies, FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in
postcards, coins, stamps, records. 514- debt! Stop the harassment. Bankruptcy
501-9072.
might not be the answer. Together let’s
find a solution – Free Consultation. Bill

SAWMILLS from only $3997 – MAKE
MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill – cut lumber any dimension. In
stock ready to ship. Free info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT. 1800-566-6899 ext:400OT.

able. Call National Teleconnect today!
1-866-443-4408. www.nationalteleconnect.com.

STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL BUILDINGS
60% OFF! 20x28, 30x40, 40x62, 45x90,
50x120, 60x150, 80x100 sell for balance
#1 high speed internet $28.95/month. Ab- owed! Call 1-800-457-2206. www.crownsolutely no ports are blocked. Unlimited steelbuildings.ca.
downloading. Up to 5Mps download and
Vacation/Travel
800Kbps upload. Order today at
HAWAII
ON THE MAINLAND, healthy
www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1-866low-cost living can be yours. Modern
281-3538.
are reading right now! One phone call
Arenal Maleku Condominiums, 24/7 sedoes it all! Call Marnie at QCNA 514-453- DISCONNECTED PHONE? National Tele- cured Community, Costa Rica “friendconnect Home Phone Service. No one liest country on earth”! 1-780-952-0709;
6300. Visit: www.qcna.org.
refused! Low monthly rate! Calling fea- www.CanTico.ca.
tures and unlimited long distance avail-
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ETIENNE MELLOR

DAVID MELLOR

MARC FREEMAN

E x ecut i v e Vi c e - P r e s ide n t

P r e s i d e n t & A g e n c y E xe c u t i v e O f f i c e r

Vi c e - P re s i d e n t, B u s i n e s s D e v e l o p m e n t

At the Holiday Season, our thoughts turn gratefully
to those who have made our progress possible.
It is in this spirit we say... Thank You and Best Wishes
for the Holidays and a Happy New Year.
PROFE S S I O N A L & Q U AL IF IE D R EA L ES TAT E B R O K E R S H E RE T O S E RV E Y OU!
AMAR DOMINIQUE
ASSAAD AMY
ATTIAS MATHILDE
BAUDINET BEATRICE
BEDARD JULIE
BERMAN EDYTHE
BOISVERT ALAIN
BOUCHARD-BURNS STACY
BRUNET NICOLE
BURDMAN BRIGITTE I.
BUSCEMI SUSAN
CHAYA ALEX
CHOLEWA DANIEL
CLEMENT PHILIP
DAVIDSON MCLERNON PAM
FILGIANO PAUL
FRIDMAN CARLY

514-574-1452
514-884-8000
514-296-4304
514-912-1482
514-591-2338
514-984-3801
514-862-6300
514-918-5301
514-946-8885
514-934-7440
514-560-2331
514-893-7500
514-934-1818
514-708-4056
514-209-7171
514-924-9456
514-941-6546

GREER DAPHNE
HARRISON PAUL
HOLLAND SARA
HOLLAND TRACY
IONESKO ELENA
KAY ALEX
KIERULF HAAGEN
KNEZEVIC LIDIJA
LA HAYE CHARLES
LALLY ADAM
LALLY MARILYN
LALLY MICHAEL
MACDONALD MARY
MAROVITCH JOSEPH
MARTIN ROSEMARIE
PAINT MARIE-YVONNE

514-830-3055
514-946-5952
514-463-4044
514-242-4774
514-804-9222
514-979-1976
514-636-8396
514-917-1757
514-236-3879
514-934-1818
514-934-1818
514-934-1818
450-224-5850
514-825-8771
514-592-3244
514-933-5888

PEARO CHARLES
PERUSSE DAVID
PICARD NATHALIE
PUNGARTNIK TRISTAN
QUIDOZ CHANTAL
QUIDOZ JULIEN
ROBERT PAUL
RUBIN MARLENE FISCHEL
SANTINI MARIA
SAURIOL ERIC
SILVER ELLIE
STEVENSON GALA
SYED YEASER
TARAKJIAN OSCAR
TSADILAS MARTHA
WRIGHT GILLIAN

514-704-1063
514-979-5666
514-953-9988
514-862-8709
514-292-1440
514-774-1440
514-934-1818
514-934-7473
514-939-9927
514-895-0858
514-825-5557
514-961-8956
514-979-4430
514-983-3421
514-249-2749
514-898-1193

www.mellorgroup.ca / 514.934.1818
1245 Greene Ave, Westmount / 4 Westmount Square, Suite 110, Westmount

Real Estate Agency/Agence Immobilière
Independently owned & operated franchise of ROYAL LePAGE/Franchisé indépendant et autonome de ROYAL LePAGE
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Westmount Retail Watch
Winter wear to be found
on Greene
Since the middle of October, there’s
been a new kid on the block on Greene
Ave. The Aigle Nuovo boutique sells men’s
and women’s fall and winter gear, including parkas and footwear at what the store
says is discounted “up to 50 percent.”
There is also some Nuovo Enfant children’s wear.
A Mountain St. boutique featuring

Aigle, a well-known outerwear manufacturer in Europe, went bankrupt and a liquidation company is selling off the stock.
The outlet at 1368 Greene Ave. is one
of three that CIA-Auctioneers has set up in
the Montreal region.

New hairdressing place opens
under coffee aficionado name
With backgrounds in psychology and
marketing but no practical experience
doing hair, sisters Laura and Lisa Di Ioia
recently decided to open Baristas. Located

on Sherbrooke St. between Claremont and
Prince Albert, it is a hair salon that offers
blow drying and styling.
Their vision to make a place to hear the
latest gossip while enjoying a coffee or a
glass of champagne.
“For us it’s more than just hair,” said
Lisa Di Ioia. “In a regular salon you walk
in, you get your hair done, you walk out.
This is more about creating an experience
for the customer.”
While the sisters manage the operation,
they have a staff of six stylists.

Richards behind interior
design website

Aigle Nuovo shop on Greene

Sisters Laura, left, and Lisa Di Ioia.

A Prince Albert Ave. resident is one of
three partners behind a new online venture, which sets out to provide consumers
with an easier way to connect with professionals and retailers specializing in interior design and decoration.
Helena Richards partnered with Diane
Hallé and Jean-Sébastien Bourassa to
launch Decotheca.com, which provides an
online window-shopping experience
which, according to the group, makes it
easy to manage decoration projects from
start to finish, while minimizing the time

By Martin C. Barry
needed to find the right suppliers.
Like an online gallery, the various elements and products in the photos on the
site are tagged by suppliers like Batimat,
Fraser, Celadon and others with additional
information. When consumers like something, they can place it in a folder and
share it with friends, designers/architects
or contact the supplier.

Carole Franck’s first Canadian
boutique opens on Greene
France-based Carole Franck beauty care
products opened their first boutique in
Canada at 1368 Greene Ave. on November
27. The local franchise is owned by mother
and daughter Louise and Cassandra
Thouin.
With its neatly arranged glass cabinets,
the boutique’s decor is reminiscent of a
Parisian pharmacy from a past era.
The Carole Franck line is strongly influenced by principles of aromatherapy,
botany and herbal medicine.

Cassandra, left, and her mother Louise Thouin.

The content in Retail Watch is researched
and written by the Independent. Businesses
that appear do not pay for or approve what
is written.
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Deeply Rooted Values
COMMERCIAL

DOWNTOWN 1201 Sherbrooke W. $8,900,000
Landmark location with historic roots.

Agence immobilière

EXCLUSIVE

SEASON’S GREETINGS!
One of the real joys of the Holiday
Season is the opportunity to say
thank you to all our clients
and fellow brokers!

WESTMOUNT

Price Upon Request

The Ultimate in Sophistication and Technology

MLS 8742629

LD
SO

WESTMOUNT 530 Argyle
Listed Price $2,995,000

MLS 8757203

WESTMOUNT 616 Sydenham $2,990,000

WESTMOUNT 52 Rosemount $1,795,000

WESTMOUNT 21 Thornhill

Sophisticated 6+1 bedroom residence on quiet street
with views of the St. Lawrence
MLS 8699766

Elegant 4+1 bedrooms, beautifully renovated, amazing woodwork, large private garden. MLS 9422346

Exquisite semi-detached on quiet street, 4 bedrooms,
peaceful garden, finished basement. MLS 8765402

$1,645,000

LD
SO

WESTMOUNT 4549 Sherbrooke W. $1,198,000

WESTMOUNT 4450 Sherbrooke W #2

WESTMOUNT 303 Grosvenor $1,075,000

WESTMOUNT 74 Bruce

Exceptional century old property, 4 bdr, renovated,
across from Westmount Park.
MLS 8653037

Listed Price $1,149,000

Beautiful 3+1 bdr attached, renovated, lovely garden,
finished basement.
MLS 10329472

Lovely attached century old home, 3+1 bdrms, wood
floors, bi-energy, 2 car parking.
MLS 9259277

MLS 9005258

$895,000

LD
SO

VILLE MARIE 2954 Hill Park Circle $859,000

WESTMOUNT 327 Victoria

$695,000

VILLE MARIE 3577 Atwater #517 $619,000

ILE-DES-SOEURS 300 des Sommets #101

Spacious 5 bdr semi, steps to Beaver Lake, finished
basement, parking + garage.
MLS 10405728

Renovated century old property offers 4+1 bedrooms,
high ceilings, large private garden.
MLS 9320713

Superb 2 bedroom condo in Fort de la Montagne, fully
renovated, ready to move in!
MLS 9277674

Listed Price $525,000

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker - Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest, inc.

MLS 9176305

Jeannie Moosz
Deeply Rooted Values

Real Estate Broker - Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest, inc.

514.953.9808

514.299.3307

mariesicotte@videotron.ca

jeanniemoosz@gmail.com

www.mariesicotte.com

28 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – December 18, 2012

