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Wholesale business to stay open

Nicholas Hoare shutting
down on Greene by July 1
By Laureen Sweeney
After four decades, the closing of a
landmark book shop on Greene Ave. at the
end of June stems in part from the street
becoming “a cultural wasteland,” said
Nicholas Hoare, who owns the store bearing his name.
“It was a painful decision,” he told the
Independent March 16, but timed to the
July 31 expiry of his lease at 1366 Greene
just south of Sherbrooke. Some 10 longserving full-time and part-time employees
will be let go.
The closure, he said, was based on the
combined effect of rising rent and taxes,
an aging population, “electronica,” and the
changing character of the street, “where
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small retail is being replaced by banks,
trust companies, real estate offices and
fashion.”
“It’s like my little world is crumbing,”
said frequent customer Jane Martin on
hearing the news. She described the store
as a part of her life and “a mainstay of the
street that adds to the texture of the community.
“Now that we’ve already lost The Double Hook, the street is losing a lot of its
character and substance.”
Since 1971, Hoare has carved out a
niche market in British and specialty
books as a supplier of public libraries
throughout Canada, a business he will
continue to operate as usual.
News that his wholesale operation
would remain intact along with its warehouse in NDG was greeted with relief by
Julie-Anne Cardella, director of the Westmount Public Library.
“It’s a partnership we’ve had with them
over many years,” she explained. “They
carry what our readers are looking for –
quality books. The library, she said, spends
30 percent of its adult English book budget
with Hoare.
It was the late Norah Bryant, a longserving former chief librarian, whom
Hoare credits with getting him into the library supply business by identifying a hole
in the market. And the city of Westmount
became his first customer in Quebec.
In 1974, when he opened his first retail
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Boots found – far from home

Photo: Martin C. Barry

Boots the cat makes a “high five” from the arms of
his owner Phyllis Legatos, following an adventure
that somehow took him to Verdun. See p. 24.

venture, it was as a small section of the
Kastel art gallery in its basement at 1368
Greene. “It was a way of getting around
Quebec law,” that required book wholesalers continued on p. 3
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Another Just LISTED!

Another Just SOLD!

SOLD by BRIAN!

Westmount, 726 Victoria Ave.

Westmount, 3200 The Boulevard

Westmount, 485 Elm Ave.
One of THE most exquisite Victorian townhomes to
have EVER come on the market. Renovated to the
highest standard, it features the luxury + comfort
that dictates “When only the best will do!”

$935,000

$1,575,000

EXCEPTIONAL value! Lovely 4+1 bdr 1934 built s/d.
Spacious rooms, abundant oak woodwork, renovated
bathrooms, large garden. Private driveway + garage.

Like space? We’ve got SPACE! Like views? We’ve got
that TOO! 7+1 bdrms, central a/c, gorgeous woodwork.
Great value!

SOLD in 2 days!

Accepted Oﬀer!

Atwater Mkt-Lachine Canal, 150 Georges Vanier

Westmount, 522 Clarke Ave.

Westmount, 356 Redfern Ave.

$759,000

$1,075,000

$2,850,000

The HOTTEST new area of the town! Rarely available!
This desirable corner TH features a renovated kitchen,
bath + powder room. Fabulous roof top terrace!
Park, canal, and city views.

Now here’s a property worth investing in! Desirably
located, 1912 built DETACHED 4 bedroom home
with room to EXPAND.

Exquisitely proportioned home on the most prestigious,
desirable street “on the flat”. Every luxury and
convenience on your wish list! 4+2 bedrooms.
2 car garage. Central a/c.

Accepted Oﬀer!

Old Montreal, 50 Soeurs Grises

SOLD by BRIAN!

Westmount, 45 Summit Cres.

Westmount, 2 Grenville Ave.

$2050/mo.

$2,450,000

$1,798,000

Stunning fully renovated 900+ sq.ft. sun filled loft. MOVEIN condition! 14' ceilings, large s.w. facing windows, open
kitchen, spacious mezzanine bdr + bathroom w/separate
bath + shower. A/C. Rooftop terrace. Garage.

Prestige location! What an opportunity!
Ultra spacious home with potential to add a 2nd floor.
Inground pool. 2 car garage.

A total package, beautifully redone with refinement+
attention to detail, plus a huge terrace offers lovely s.w.
city views. 2 garages, central a/c.

W W W. B R I A N D U TC H .C O M • 5 1 4 3 8 6 2 9 0 2
Real Estate Broker RE/MAX WESTMOUNT Inc. Real Estate Agency/Independently owned & operated
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Nicholas Hoare bookstore
continued from p. 1

to operate through a retail operation, he
explained.
The Avenue Bookshop, as he called it,
grew over the next 10 years. It assumed
the Hoare name and expanded into the
current premises next door at 1366 Greene
that also was owned by the Kastel brothers, Tony and Paul.
Hoare opened other outlets: at Ogilvy’s
for a while, as well as in Ottawa, where the
store is also being shut down shortly. The
Toronto store is the last to survive and
Hoare is putting his attention to increasing its importance.
“In Toronto, we’re benefitting from a
reactionary curve,” he explained. “People
are coming to us by default as other booksellers close. We’re the last one standing
in specialty books.”
Despite the general decline in the book
business in Canada, Hoare said, “we’ve
been insulated by our British books, but
we’re competing against electronica and
clearly we are the dinosaurs – though
there is always room for dinosaurs and
survivors.” But sadly, it’s not so in Westmount, he explained.
“The older well-heeled generation has
leapt to the tablet, which they can take on
holiday without lugging heavy books. It’s
understandable. If you’re 70 and you’ve
downsized, why would you buy a novel?”
But to stop stocking novels would be to
have a shop that was “half baked.” So
downsizing is out of the question.
As for Greene, he said, “The fabric of
the street is changing, and for the worse.”
He worries that the condo development at
the corner of de Maisonneuve will concentrate activity to the south end of the
street.
He also points to the closure of The
Double Hook by owner Judy Mappin,
“who got out when she should have,”
some four years ago and of the Kastels’

gallery and the subsequent sale a year ago
of their two buildings, including the
Hoare location.
“Because of our partnership, we had a
sweetheart deal on the lease for 30 years,”
he said. And now with its expiry, “the timing for me might be a blessing in disguise.” He expects the rent to rise 50- to
60-percent.
As well, Hoare turns 70 this year and
doesn’t want to be locked into another fiveyear lease. He hopes to spend more time
at his home outside Westmount: a large
house he is restoring on his estate in Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia (see profile, November 25, 2008, p. 15).
Despite reports citing different closing
dates for the store, Hoare said he is targetting June 30 after the end of the school
year. This will allow time for dismantling
the cabinetry and moving out the stock before the construction holiday near the end
of July.
“It ends an era,” he said. “We enjoyed
the golden years when Greene Ave. was a
very sociable place. Now it’s time to go.”

Nicholas Hoare Books is located at 1366 Greene Ave.

Photo: Westmount Independent
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514.209.7171
NEW PRICE

D
SOL

WESTMOUNT MASTERPIECE

CLASSIC COUNTRY ESTATE

WESTMOUNT ADJ

Stunning sun-filled mansion,totally
renovated, 4 fireplaces, State-of-theart 900SF kitchen!
$3,595,000

Superb 4+1 BR home, 42 acres,
pool, perennial gardens, farmhouse,
barns, orchard, & pond. $685,000

Detached beauty with cross hall plan.
4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, garage,
terrace and garden.
$929,000

NEW PRICE

Gorgeous Victorian
greystone
centrally located,
separate entrance
to basement ideal
for professional.
Totally renovated.
Must be seen to
be appreciated.
To view go to
MLS #8641367
Ville-Marie: 1172 St. Mathieu $1,299,000

ANTONIOS XIPOLEAS

INTRODUCING

WESTMOUNT FAMILY HOME

KNOWLTON – 299 ACRES

COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY

5+1 bedroom family home, beautiful paneling, 3 fireplaces, garage +
3 car parking.
$1,249,000

Idyllic country retreat. Charming
century old residence, large beautiful barns, 2 ponds.
$1,689,000

NDG commercial/residential building for offices, retail, or medical
clinic. Sherbrooke W.
$675,000

Charming stone cottage with
beautiful woodwork in prime
area of Hampstead! Enjoy a
classic cross hall layout, living
room with wood burning
fireplace, huge kitchen adj to
great solarium overlooking the
backyard with inground pool.
This family home provides you
with 3 large bedrooms, master
with ensuite and walk-in closet
and huge basement!
Hampstead: 43 Finchley $989,000

REAL ESTATE BROKER – GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST INC.

New condos for rent,
concrete building.
*exposed brick and stone.
European designed
kitchen. Quartz counter
tops in kitchen with
undermount sink, antique
brown bamboo hard wood
floors, porcelain tiles with
marble mosaic back
splash, elevator, sprinkler
system. 2 bedroom, 2 bath.
Old Montreal: 484 McGill starting at $2,700/mo.

514.770.9476 – ANTONIOSXIPOLEAS.COM
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ONE-OF-A-KIND RESIDENCE IN UPPER WESTMOUNT
WITH A STUNNING, UNOBSTRUCTED VIEW OF THE CIT Y, RIVER & TOWNSHIPS

68 SUMMIT CIRCLE | WESTMOUNT
Two and a half years in the making, this gorgeous residence completed in 2011 offers a lifestyle,
comfort, privacy and peace of mind that are truly unmatched. Offered at $5,995,000.
Exceptional features include: steel and concrete structure, 3 storeys above ground, approx. 5,000 square feet
of living space, 4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, breathtaking gourmet kitchen, heated salt water pool with outdoor dining area,
gated property with state-of-the-art alarm system, geothermal energy, smart technology home, hi-fi and wi-fi throughout,
1,600-bottle Venetian wine cellar and a view to die for!
the master bedroom has its own private quarters on the top floor with spectacular view of city.
The other 3 bedrooms are located at the garden level with walk-out to pool and garden.
RE/MAX DU CARTIER INC.

Albert Sayegh
CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE BROKER

514 369-2248

Slideshow available at

www.albertsayegh.com
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Westmount joins St. Patrick’s fun
Photos: Robert J. Galbraith

Close to 100 Westmounters turned out to march in the 189th St Patrick’s parade in downtown
Montreal, March 18. A record-breaking temperature of 22 degrees broke the previous record by 8 degrees
and drew hundreds of thousands of Montrealers and visitors to St. Catherine St. to witness North
America’s oldest running St Pat’s Parade. The event for Westmounters was organized by the
Community Events Division.

Westmount Public Security officers, Sergeant Kim Colquhoun, assistant director Greg McBain and
Sergeant Steve Payne wore green shamrocks on their hats, as did their Public Security van.
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Letters to the Editor
Dog runs for the dogs

Even out the districts

As a dog owner and parent, I was disturbed by your small article about a 10year-old girl, who was nipped while
playing in the Murray Hill dog park.
The mother called Public Security to
file a report – presumably against the dog
who nipped her.
I think that there is a lesson here.
Signage at all parks in Westmount prohibit dogs from playing in or near them,
as children are present.
The same should hold true for the city’s
dog runs. I am not suggesting children be
restricted from going into the park. I have
three children who love going to the park
and have been going since they were born.
Children do, however, need to be taught
the rules – the runs are for dogs to run and
play in.
As smart as we think our dogs are, they
do not differentiate between the fourlegged and two-legged “playmates”!
If children run, jump and play in the
dog park, they will be chased, jumped on
and played with by the dogs who are there.
Instead of calling security to report the
dog, the parent and security officer perhaps should have outlined the rules of
being in the dog park.
Jennifer Croll Wolfe, Argyle Ave.

Considering the ridiculous gerrymandering currently going on in the US, I applaud Westmount's attempt to equalize its
electoral districts. But we shouldn't rush
to praise our city's history in this respect:
in our last election not 30 months ago, the
four smallest districts (1, 2, 3 and 8) had a
combined 6,228 electors, while the three
largest (4, 6 and 7) totalled 6,051. One
extra district for 177 voters!
Was it a large change between when
that map was passed (April 2008) and the
election 18 months later? The difference
between the top 3 and bottom 4 was still
just 492, and District 2 had 13 percent
fewer voters than the average while District 4 had 14.9 percent more, barely under
the 15 percent maximum.
What are the numbers now? District 2
is still 11 percent under, while districts 4
and 5 are each nearly 7 percent over. Combined, 4 and 5 have 584 more voters than
1 and 2. You'd have to add and subtract
852 people (over half a district) to even out
all disparities. Westmount can do better!
We can push some of 5 into 6 or 7, then
push part on into 8. And move a corner of
4 into 2 and then part of it to 1. There are
enough tiny streets that even small
changes, like one block northeast of Montrose and Mount Pleasant going from 3 to
1, will help.

WESTMOUNT
INDEPENDENT
We are Westmount.
Weekly
Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am
Publisher & editor-in-chief: David Price
editor: Kristin McNeill
Chief reporter: Laureen Sweeney
Letters & Comments:
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300
words and submit before Friday 10 am to be
considered for publication the following week.
Please check your letter carefully as we may be
unable to make subsequently submitted
changes. If you do make amendments, please
“redline” them instead of resending the whole
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indie@westmountindependent.com.
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Advertising & Sales
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Fax: 514.935.9241

We have nine more months to pass a
map; let's get it right! Write a letter to the
city clerk before March 28 requesting
changes, before Sir Joseph Porter wails
(apologies to Gilbert and Sullivan): "I grew
so rich that I was sent / by pocket district
not constituent."
Nicholas Smith, Burton Ave.

One way to go: make
Lansdowne one-way
north, reluctantly
I am against Lansdowne being a oneway street going north. I live at 312 Lansdowne, a townhouse just north of de
Maisonneuve. I often head south to go
down the Glen to Home Depot, etc. and
regularly to the Nuns’ Island tennis club.
Also, I go west on de Maisonneuve to shop
at Metro or to go to the Mount Royal Tennis Club on Grey Ave., a one-way street
going north.
Lansdowne is a narrow two-lane street,
which is obviously why it was designated a
one-way street many years ago, from Westmount Ave. south to Sherbrooke.
For reasons unknown to me, the city
chose not to continue [the one-way] down
further. I’m glad they didn’t.
I find this lovely narrow residential
street to be just fine as a two-way street. Is
this a selfish attitude? Yes!
But it seems Lansdowne going north
one-way is the sensible solution. We must
take into account the future. We cannot ignore the fact that every day now hundreds
of cars head south through the Glen, and
that when the MUHC opens its [Glen site]
doors there will be many hundreds more.
Simply, this is a recipe for disaster – not
just traffic congestion but accidents.
A while back, Lansdowne was a bus
route. That didn’t last long. A serious bus
accident on this very narrow street quickly
put an end to it.
What’s the answer? Hard as I have
tried, I see no alternative but to make it a
one-way street, going north from St.
Catherine to Sherbrooke. So, to go to either of the tennis clubs where I play, etc.,
I would have to first head the wrong way.

Correction
In the March 13 column of Living in
Westmount by Jo Simonetti, a sentence
was incorrectly edited. It should have read
“I discovered ... that cooking anything can
turn strangers into friends, and substituting portobello mushrooms for porterhouse steak won’t necessarily leave you
feeling cold and empty inside.”

Woe is me!
In order to access the Glen, we could go
down Roslyn (equally narrow Grosvenor is
already sensibly one-way north) to Victoria, the only wide commercial street west
of Lansdowne, south to St. Catherine and
east to the Glen. Central Westmounters
wanting to go to the Glen can use Melville
or any other street east of Westmount Park
to St. Catherine, and west.
Rocket science is not needed to see the
problem...or to solve it. Every Lansdowne
neighbour I have talked to is ready to inconvenience themselves, because, like me,
they can see no alternative.
If anyone here has a better one, let’s
open the floor to consider it.
Bob Asch, Lansdowne Ave.

de Maisonneuve-ers
know best
Funny how living on the bike path can
only mean not wanting it in our back yard.
Could it be possible that we are the best
observers of its dangers?
The cyclists treat it as a thoroughfare
for transportation, most without respecting any of the rules of the road. If they
would stop at the stop signs to give the
necessary right of way to either pedestrians or cars when it is called for, obey traffic lights and be just as mindful of drivers
backing out of driveways as they are of
them, then the sheer volume would be of
little concern.
As residents along this path, we know
that most of these safety precautions are
ignored.
Audrey Juhasz, de Maisonneuve Blvd.

WCSC is all about
‘inclusive safety’
Westmount Citizens for Safe Cycling
(WCSC) takes exception to the allegations
in Mr. Sauvé’s letter (“WCSC should be
honest about aspirations,” March 13, p. 6)
that it is dishonest and misrepresents the
facts.
WCSC has stated from day 1 that safe
cycling is our major concern; inclusive
safety, which takes into consideration cyclists, pedestrians, drivers of vehicles and
residents. In addition, the WCSC has consistently grounded its presentations to
council and its letters to the editor on evidence-based research and industry standards. (Mr. Sauvé’s “facts” concerning
Rachel St. conveniently fail to scale the
rate of injury to the length of the path and
its volume of traffic, entre autres (see La
Presse April 20, 2011).
continued on p. 22
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Inter-city soccer
and wine course
to be featured in
new Sports and
Rec booklet
By Laureen Sweeney
With the start of Sports and Recreation’s registration March 19 for spring
and summer activities, new programs
being offered include family karate, intercity soccer for adults and wine appreciation.
Family karate is being introduced Saturdays to youth age nine and over along
with family members by the Japan Karate
Association, a volunteer-run group based
in Westmount.
For adults – both men and women –
inter-city soccer is also making a debut.
While Westmount has never played youth
inter-city, “many of our younger players
have now grown up and are able to play at
this level,” said Claude Danis, program
and community services coordinator.
Since this will be played competitively
against other municipal
teams, it’s best not to try continued on p. 12

Owners, Tiger and Bear

Dog owners go legal as arrangement falters
By Laureen Sweeney
An understanding worked out by the
city for the owners of two Westmount dogs
lasted only two weeks and four days, apparently due to the change in Daylight Saving Time, the Independent has learned.
The two un-neutered males, Bear and
Tiger, have scrapped on at least one documented occasion in Summit Woods and
the truce was that the owners of Tiger
would not take him there between 11 am
and noon.
Under the plan negotiated by Councillor Cynthia Lulham February 27, Bear and
his owner, Valerie Morin, would have at
least one hour a day to use the park without meeting Tiger and his owner.
Chance encounter
But all that changed March 16 when at
11:45 am they had a chance encounter.
“I’m upset and terrified anew,” Morin
said soon after. “Now I have no safe time.”
“It was a mistake,” explained Mansur
Zadeh, who owns Tiger. “We forgot to
change the clock in the living room, and

my wife looked at it and took Tiger out an
hour early.”
Morin subsequently wrote in an email
to Lulham that “I will advise my lawyers of
the situation, and if Tiger hurts Bear I reiterate my will to sue not only Tiger’s owners, but the city as well, for failing to
protect us … despite precedents in Quebec
law.”
Morin alleges that Tiger is aggressive
toward her dog, attacks it and is “dangerous.”

dog there.” Bear is aged 2. “Tiger is neither
aggressive or dangerous.”
He had told the Independent before the
chance meeting that he would like to be
able to reconcile the matter with Morin
and find a way for the two dogs to get together and become friends.

Asked for protection
She asked the city council at its meeting February 6 to do something to protect
Bear from Tiger and sent a lawyer’s letter
over the matter to Tiger’s owner after the
city maintained there was no evidence that
Tiger was dangerous (see February 28, p.
1).
After the chance encounter and Morin’s
reaction, however, Zadeh said he plans to
seek legal action against her. “It is amazing. We have been taking Tiger to Summit
Woods for five years without any problems
or complaints until she started taking her

Spring/Summer 2012

Wealth of Experience

For a complete list of our offerings,
please visit our web site or contact us.
Office hours: MONDAY to FRIDAY – 8:30am to 4:30pm
Computer and Technology
• Introduction to Windows or Mac
• Microsoft Suite: Word, Excel, Powerpoint
• Dreamweaver, Photoshop, Flash, Illustrator for
Fashion Design, HTML Web Design,
WordPress: easy way to build web sites
• NEW! Moodle Level 1, course management system
• SEO: Increase traffic on your website

Photography
• Camera Basics, Digital Photography, Creative Composition, Documentary Photography, Lightroom,
Environmental Portraiture, Wedding Photography...

Professional and
Personal Training
• Singing for the Beginner, Digital Music
• Home Staging, Intro to Interior Decorating
• Painting with Acrylics, Drawing, Creating
Comics & Comic Strips
• NEW! Silk Painting, Finance your retirement

Languages Courses
• English, French, Chinese, Japanese,
German, Italian; Writing skills courses
(English and French)

CTD is offering this summer two camps for teenagers: f/start photography camp
and Digital Music camp – www.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/summercamps

Disciplined
Investing
Levine Barrette

levine.barrette@td.com

Portfolio Management

(514) 289-0079

Michael I. Levine

Louis-Philippe Barrette

Vice President and Portfolio Manager

Vice President and Portfolio Manager

Levine Barrette Portfolio Management consists of Michael I. Levine and Louis-Philippe Barrette, Vice-Presidents and Portfolio Managers,
TD Waterhouse Private Investment Advice is a division of TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. (Member Canadian Investor Protection Fund),
a subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. TD Waterhouse is a trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank, used under license
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On-site coordinator, reserved parking in the works

Plans revealed to manage construction of new rec centre
By Laureen Sweeney
To reduce the impact on daily life from
construction of the new Westmount recreation centre, parking on all or parts of
nearby streets will be reserved for neighbourhood residents only, and an on-site
city representative is to be assigned to mitigate disruption, ensure safety, coordinate
city services and anticipate problems.
These are two of several measures

Bookkeep-it
Bookkeeping, backoffice & consulting services

Lena
Papadam

514-799-9866
info@bookkeepit.ca

Are you having trouble keeping up
with your payroll, DAS, GST and
other paperwork?
Let me take care of the books, so
you can take care of your business.
Bookkeeping – Accounting – Back Office
Creation – Consulting

being implemented for the pending start
of construction said Councillor Cynthia
Lulham March 15 in holding the first of
five District 7 meetings.
“How you do something is just as important as what you are planning to build,”
she said.
One of the big plusses of building to
LEED gold standards is that certification
by Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design involves a “whole building”
approach, Lulham explained.
“This is the city’s biggest work project
ever, and we want to cover all areas of
safety and quality of daily life.”
Other measures include installing security fencing around the site, enforcing
hours of operation, maintaining pedestrian and cycling access along de Maisonneuve past the worksite and informing
residents of updates through email notices
and the posting of notice boards at four locations on site.
With closure of the existing arena April
15 at 11 pm, work will follow quickly to
melt down the ice and begin dismantling
the refrigeration system, she said. “Whatever can be reused by us or others will be
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saved during demolition.”
As well, “special care will be taken in
disposal, and decontamination will be
done in a sustainable way and according
to provincial regulations.”
Traffic management
Arena Drive is to become the main
worksite access with ample parking on the
site for construction workers, according to
Public Security officials. Academy Rd. will
be closed off at Arena Drive and a turnaround created.
Addressing concerns by the Contactivity seniors’ centre about vehicle access for
members at the only accessible door to
Westmount Park Church immediately
north of the worksite on de Maisonneuve,
Lulham said “our Administrative Traffic
Committee is working on that.” Accessibility also is required for fire trucks (see p.
9).
Reserved parking
Parking on Academy Rd. and Park
Place will be reserved entirely for residents
of the enclave. One side of Irvine, Lewis
and Blenheim Place will also be reserved
for residents only. The Public Security
Unit is working on a signage and sticker
system and is working on plans for particular situations such as the street maintenance period.
Adjustments in parking may have to be
made for the winter and as the project
evolves, Lulham said.
Work hours and noise
While it’s not yet known whether some
pile driving will be needed initially in
building retaining walls to hold back earth

around the excavation, she said, “this will
not involve pounding into rock.”
Hours of permitted construction activity are weekdays from 7 am to 9 pm and
Saturdays 8 am to 8 pm, though work with
heavy equipment is not allowed after 6 pm
or on the weekends. No activity is permitted on Sunday or legal holidays.
Heavy equipment is defined in the
city’s by-law as including large delivery
trucks, motorized excavation machinery,
loading equipment, cranes, pumps and
generators.
The city plans to enforce its own by-law,
Lulham said. The only possible exception
is in the pouring of concrete, which, once
started has to be completed, she explained.
Informing residents
In such an event, the city plans to notify residents directly and via its website.
Four information boards are to be installed on Academy, Park Place, St. Catherine (near Arena Drive) and Lansdowne.
“I’m also collecting email addresses from
people at our district meetings.”
Lulham has been hand delivering invitations to residents in all sectors of the district to reach some 450 households,
including apartments, she said.
As someone who will once again experience infrastructure work this summer in
front of her own house on St. Catherine
St., she said, “I’m well aware of the magnitude of disruption to daily life and the
grief that construction can cause. It’s important that we, as a city, do everything we
can to contain, manage and minimize it.”

Enough is enough
Did clocks go haywire? – city searches for
leak
Blame the squirrel

Some 800 households in Westmount
probably awoke Sunday morning March
11 truly confused over the change in time.
Just before Daylight Saving Time
kicked in at 2 am, Hydro Quebec cut
power to one of the 10 lines it supplies to
Westmount for distribution, according to
Hydro Westmount director Pierre Dubé.
The reason was believed to be a short circuit caused by a squirrel hopping between
wires.
The outage lasted about two hours
from 1:30 am to 3:15 am, said Public Security officials, whose patrollers opened
the folding stop signs at various intersections where traffic lights were out.

It must be that time of year again.
Water was reported to be seeping into
the basement of Westmount Public Library March 8 – a regular happening at
the end of winter when rain or melting
snow comes in at the base of the wall
near the area used by the Westmount
Historical Association.
Library director Julie-Anne Cardella
said the infiltration was not as extensive
as last year, and no damage was reported
to the WHA archives. Bookcases were
moved out from the walls, however, and
city contractors were in the throes of trying to find the source of the leak in an
attempt to remedy the problem.
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Arena demo, new rec centre unopposed at hearing
By Laureen Sweeney
Not a single voice was raised against destroying the existing arena or replacing it
with the proposed new Westmount recreation centre during a demolition hearing
March 14. Nor did two letters received in
advance oppose the plan.
As a result, a decision to grant the required demolition permit seemed all but
a foregone conclusion, as indicated at the
end of the hearing by Demolition committee chairman Patrick Martin.
All that remained for the committee, he
said, was to impose conditions to mitigate
disruption during construction.
Despite a widely publicized protest petition circulated over many months, as
well as the questioning of critics and skeptics at city council meetings, only three
members of the general public showed up.
One, Patrick Barnard of the Save the
Park group, left part way through the presentation leaving only two residents to ask
questions.
Mary Stark, executive director of Contactivity, reiterated concerns she had expressed in writing over the need to ensure
vehicle access, during and after construction, to the front door of Westmount Park
Church. This is the only accessible entrance to the building, where the seniors’
group meets.
She also asked about possible construction material that might be left on the
sidewalk.
City director general Duncan Campbell
stated the city was committed to retaining
the access off de Maisonneuve that is also
required for fire trucks. It had yet to work
out with the contractor some of the logistics involved with a turn-around. Material
would be placed elsewhere.
Stark also asked about the removal of
possible asbestos from the arena. Martin
explained that this material had only been
identified in pipes and, said Campbell,
whatever there was would not be removed
“willy-nilly” but carefully with “no effect
on the public.”

Car broken into at
lookout
After walking her dogs in Summit
Woods between 9:25 and 9:40 am on
March 11, an NDG woman returned to her
car parked at the lookout to discover someone had smashed the left rear window.
Public Security officials said the woman
checked through her purse that had been
left in the Volvo and found nothing missing.

The second questioner, Joyce Faughnan, who lives in the condo building at
200 Lansdowne, asked if the small park
across the street at the northeast corner of
Lansdowne and St. Catherine would remain intact during construction. And
what would become of the adjacent dog
run?
Campbell replied that the park would
be untouched and that the dog run would
be moved to a central location in Westmount Park (see story March 13, p. 12).
He also replied to a question raised in
the second letter received by the committee before the hearing in which two residents of St. Antoine St. asked if
construction could be scheduled to keep
the pool open this summer even as construction begins.
“I think we have to say this is not a feasible suggestion,” Campbell stated. Not
only would power be shut off, but it was
not possible to operate a construction site
“within a foot of a pool.”
He pointed out that the pool had already been kept open last summer, a year
later than planned.
Prior to the questions, Paul Grenier
presented the reasons why the city’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC), on
which he sits, was recommending the
demolition of the arena, which was
opened in 1958.
It did not qualify, he said, as an exceptional building under any of Parks
Canada’s criteria as having architectural,
historical or environmental significance.
The replacement program for the new
underground rinks, the above-ground
pools and entrance pavilion, was presented by architect Martin Troy. He was accompanied by colleague Erik Marosi. Both
had created the approved design as part of
the Pomerleau design-build consortium.
It was the first time that two new slides
of the project – the main entrance and the
new pool area – had been shown, even to
city officials and members of council who
attended.

Injured man taken to
Public Security
A Good Samaritan drove an intoxicated man to the Public Security station
at 21 Stanton March 9 at 5 am after finding him lying on the ground with a
minor cut on the head, officials said. Urgences Santé personnel were called, arrived at 5:20 am and took over. It was not
known where the man had fallen.

At the demolition hearing March 14, from left, committee chairman Patrick Martin speaks to
arena/pool project architects Erik Marosi and Martin Troy of the Pomerleau consortium.
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Café Crème wants outdoor
terrace restriction eased
By Martin C. Barry
The manager of a Victoria Ave. coffee
shop wants the city of Westmount to
lengthen the period of the year when outdoor terraces are allowed, taking into account Montreal’s recently milder winters
and the benefits such a move would have
on the local economy.
“A lot of Westmounters enjoy being
outdoors when enjoying their coffee, even
if it’s a little cool outside, but we can’t do
that because of the by-law,” said Nastasia
De Paoli, manager of the Victoria Ave. outlet of Café Crème, in an interview with the
Independent.
“What we’re hoping is that this can be
altered so that it’s better for us and the
clients and the community. What we want
is for the by-law to be changed so that our

McGuire recounts Atwater
Library’s history to WHA

terrace can be open earlier and close later,
because it would make a huge difference.”
According to the city’s current regulations, outdoor terraces in Westmount are
allowed from April 1 to October 31. De
Paoli would like to see the period begin as
early as March and end some time in November. In the meantime, she plans to
make her point by placing tables and
chairs out in front of Café Crème weeks
ahead of schedule, weather permitting.
“There should be some sort of understanding between the merchants and the
city that we need the terrace in order to satisfy our customers, or else the customers
are going to go somewhere else,” she said.
While Café Crème has been served with
warnings in past years, De Paoli could not
recall being fined.
As she was being interviewed on March
Susan McGuire displays a list of lectures the Atwater Library once hosted, including “Causes and Cures
of Cahots” (potholes) during her March 15 presentation for the Westmount Historical Association.

By Joanne Penhale

John Abecassis, left, and Joey Sellem enjoy their java on the Café Crème terrace.

Easter
and
Passover
coming!

Don’t miss
an opportunity
to thank clients,
suppliers
and friends.

As part of their spring lecture series,
the Westmount Historical Association
(WHA) welcomed Susan McGuire, historian and past executive director of the Atwater Library to share her knowledge of
the library’s history. It has its roots in the
Mechanics’ Institute of Montreal, which
began in 1828, and several Westmounters
participated in its development, she recounted.
McGuire’s March 15 presentation at the
Westmount Public Library included a list
lectures the library once hosted, including
“Causes and Cures of Cahots.” The audience of nearly 40 laughed when McGuire
reminded them “cahot” was a word for
“pothole.”
The Atwater Library has been in its
present location at the eastern edge of

Westmount since 1920.
The WHA’s following two Thursday
night lectures will cover Summit Woods
(April 19) and the Decarie “Pink” House
(May 17).

Man found alive
and well
A woman living in California called
Public Security March 8 concerned she
hadn’t been able to reach her 82-year-old
brother living in Westmount. The man’s
apartment was checked out, and he was
not found inside. Alerted to the concerns, the building superintendent informed officers the next day that he had
seen the resident and relayed the concerns to him.

+
26,000+ copies to NDG,
Hampstead & Côte St. Luc

14,548 copies
to Westmount

= over 40,000 copies to the West End
Book by March 21 for both papers!

Call Arleen at 514.223.3567 or email her at
advertising@westmountindependent.com
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sothebysrealty.ca

Extraordinary homes. Skillfully marketed. Successfully purchased.

1470 Ch. Caledonia, T.M.R.

$4,695,000

Exquisitely renovated special residence on over
12,500 sq. ft. of land.

Victoria, Westmount Adj.

$729,000

Designer renovated lower co-property approx. 2,500 sq. ft.
with 3+1 bedrooms, garage and private garden.

RECENTLY PURCHASED

SUNDAY SHOWCASE 2-4 PM

476 Roslyn, Westmount Offered at $2,495,000

3605-3607 Clarke, Plateau

$799,000

645 Rue Watson, Lachute

$799,000

Beautifully renovated 3+1 bedroom bungalow on
a golf course.

RECENTLY PURCHASED*

730 Montpellier, St. Laurent Offered at $345,000

Renovated 3 level duplex steps from all the city has
to offer.

3800 Av. Northcliffe, Wsmt Adj.

$839,000

Charming Lambert-style 4 bdrm home perfectly located
close to Victoria Village, transportation, schools, MUHC.

489 Argyle Ave., Westmount

$1,120,000

4 bedroom home with a double garage & garden in
a perfect mid-level Westmount location.

538 Argyle, Westmount

$1,695,000

Huge victorian semi detached home featuring 4 bedrooms,
unfinished attic, garage & garden.

Do you have a truly outstanding home? We believe
that every home is a masterpiece. By combining
international real estate expertise with local market
intelligence and a unique marketing program,
Bunny and her team, Jessica Silverstein and
Lindsay Hart, reach discriminating clientele both
locally and around the world. Call them today
for a confidential evaluation of your home.

BUNNY BERKE
514.347.1928
Real Estate Broker

bberke@sothebysrealty.ca

*conditionally

Canadian Owned and Operated | Real Estate Agency

..

Lindsay Hart | Real Estate Broker

Jessica Silverstein | Certified Real Estate Broker
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Top-seeded Bantam A Wings sent home early
By Michael Moore
Their near-perfect regular season behind them, the Bantam A Wings’ lofty
post-season ambitions came to a screeching halt on March 17 as they suffered a 21 shootout loss to the Diables de
Mont-Royal/Outremont in the second
round of the playoffs.
“Obviously I’m a bit disappointed right
now,” said Wings forward Jean Westenberg, “but we still had a great season.”

500 VICTORIA AVE.
WESTMOUNT
$1,498,000
Stunning corner semi-detached in the
Victoria Village featuring double living
room, formal dining room, ground floor
den and solarium, all with 10 foot
ceilings. Five bedrooms with 2 full baths
upstairs, finished basement with
playroom, bedroom, and powder room.
Large sun-filled yard, deck and garage.

ESTI JEDEIKIN & RON BENVENISTE

514.937.2480

Coming off a 21-1 regular season, the
heavily favoured Wings stumbled in the
first round of the playoffs, losing 3-1 to the
bottom-ranked LaSalle Lions and setting
up the matchup with the second-seeded
Diables.
“[The players] were overconfident,” said
head coach Sean Maislin. “You have to
bring your ‘A’ game, regardless of whether
you’re facing the second-place team or the
twelfth-placed team.”
With Westmount’s first-round scoring
troubles again surfacing in opening period, the Wings turned their defence to
break the deadlock in the second. With the
Westmount forecheck creating havoc deep
in the Diables’ zone, Liam Marcil’s slap
shot from the blue line weaved its way
through a host of bodies and into the net.
“[Westenberg] passed me the puck
from the corner,” said Marcil, “and my
slap shot managed to go into the bottom
corner.”
The Diables would capitalize on a
power play to finally pierce the Wings’
stout defence early in the third period.
Racing down the right wing, Diables forward Philippe Drolet’s hard wristshot
from the left circle sailed past Wings’ net-

minder Robert Renzi’s blocker and into
the top corner to level the score at one.
Neither team was able to pierce the
other’s defence in the waning minutes of
the third period or the ensuing fiveminute, four-on-four overtime, sending
the league’s top-seeded teams to a
shootout.
After both goaltenders stood their
ground against the opening shooters,
Westenberg’s top-corner snipe was answered by Diables forward George Labos,
who slid home a backhand to level the
shootout at one goal apiece heading into
the final shooters.
In a microcosm of the Wings’ playoff,
Emmanuel Elie managed to deke the Diables goaltender only to see the puck roll off
of his stick at the last moment before Laurent Lissoir ended the game with a perfectly-placed wristshot, sending the
Diables into the next round and the Wings
out of the competition.
Despite their playoff disappointment,
the Wings’ season isn’t over, as the team
will be competing in the Bantam A regionals later this month by virtue of their
first-place regular season finish.

RE/MAX ACTION (1992) INC. Real Estate Agency, 8280 Champlain Blvd.

Sports & Rec
continued from p. 7

out if you’re just a beginner, she noted.
One new course that requires no particular expertise, however, is Wine Appreciation. It’s a historical and cultural
overview designed to create an understanding of what makes a good wine. Separate courses in English and French will
be presented by Nathalie Purchio of the
Canadian Association of Professional
Sommeliers.
Also listed as “new” in the program
brochure delivered last week to all households in Westmount is the Saturday Science in Westmount program for three age
groups ranging from 3 to 9. While these
are being offered for the first time at this
time of year, they were presented in the fall
and winter program, explained Claude
Danis.
During the initial registration period
running until March 30, Westmount residents are guaranteed space in most of the
programs with the exception of a few listed
in the brochure, generally where class
sizes are limited and outside instructors
have limited availability. After March 30,
activities are opened up to non-residents
where spaces are available.

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION

• 19 Luxurious Residences
• Up to 10’ ceilings
• Private terraces | Loggias
• Private indoor parking
• From 1,600 to 4,450 sq. ft.
• State-of-the-art gym

60% SOLD
www.1250avenuegreene.com
Sales Office:

1368 Greene Avenue
Westmount
Delivery Fall 2012 (Subject to change)

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 12 PM TO 4 PM & SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 1 PM TO 4 PM

JILL & JOAN PRÉVOST | ANNE-MARIE TURCOTTE
514.937.2220 | jillprevost.com

sothebysrealty.ca
Real Estate Brokers | Real Estate Agency
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Now two locations to better serve you

514-934-1818

1245 Greene Ave.
4 Westmount Square, suite 110
westmount1@royallepage.ca

Real Estate Agency

LISTED AND SOLD

Check out my
other listings at
www.JulieBedard.ca

SOLD

JULIE BÉDARD
julie@juliebedard.ca
www.JulieBedard.ca

Beautifully renovated commercial/
residential duplex on trendy
Beaubien E, near market. 3-car
parking, patio, storage/work
space, 1450 sq ft upper for
owner-occupant.
Great commercial tenant.
MLS 8620156
$539,000

514 591-2338
SOLD

One of a kind condo on 3 levels, with high cathedral
ceilings,2 bedrms, 2bthrms, terrace and garage.
Asking $495,000.

RECENTLY LISTED

Charles
Pearo
Ph.D.

Real estate broker

Integrity & Expertise
Working for you!
OLD MONTREAL

cpearo@yahoo.com

B. 934-1818
C. 704-1063

Spacious 3 bedroom, 2+1 bathrooms, open living and
dining rooms, x storage, 2 car garage. Asking
$949,000.

Unique townhouse/condo built in 1994. Sunny, modern
open concept, 3 bdrms,2+1 bath, garage. Perfect for a
young family, professional couple or someone looking
for an alternative to a condo. central vac, a/c, Asking
$1,195,000.

WESTMOUNT, 652 Lansdowne Bright and sunny
family home in desirable location featuring spacious
ground floor,4 bedrooms,large basement with big
family room, garage, garden. $1,225,000

NDG, 5855 Notre Dame de Grace Charming,
bright, spacious home, 4 bedrooms, 1+2 baths, living room w/wood burning fireplace, deck & backyard,
terraces from living and master. 3 cars parking, western exposure. Finished basement with separate entrance, hardwood floors. mls# 8702724 $815,000

WESTMOUNT

64 St-Paul West #413, ‘Cite Nouveau Monde’:
Prestigious address,one-of-a-kind accommodations. 2,671 SF multi-level loft, 3 bedrooms, 2
deluxe baths, high ceilings,floor to ceiling windows,
brick walls, fireplace, garage... a charming zen
space for the discriminating Buyer. $1,346,269

69 Clandeboye: Fabulous Victorian stone front facing park, high ceilings, hardwood floors, openconcept living room/dining room, lovely eat-in
kitchen with access to deck, 3 beds, finished basement with bedroom and full bathroom, lovely backyard, 2 car parking... $895,000

BRIGITTE I. BURDMAN
Real Estate Broker / Courtier Immobilier

514-934-7440
brigitteiburdman@hotmail.com

www.brigitteiburdman.com
“Un service qui dépassera toute vos attentes afin de vous livrer
des résultats inestimables”
“Exceeding your expectations to deliver the results you deserve”

Béatrice
BAUDINET
B. 514.934.1818
C. 514.912.1482
www.baudinet.ca
baudinet@royallepage.ca
DIAMOND
AWARD
WINNER
for 2009,
2010, 2011

(awarded to the top
3% of Royal Lepage
Realtors in Canada)

MONTREAL WEST, 24 Westover Live renovation free
for years to come! One of a kind! Nestled in quiet Mtl.
West and offering a huge array of quality finishes. Ideal
for a family looking for a residence with absolutely no
work or renovations required. Move in ready, a true
gem not to be missed, a must see! $649,000
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RE/MAX WESTMOUNT INC.

Pour une
transaction
en toute quiétud

Real Estate Agency • Independently owned and operated

1314 Greene Avenue

514.933.6781
DOWNTOWN – Elegant residence on Redpath Crescent.
Superbly maintained and renovated with taste. Backing onto
Mount Royal. $1,325,000 MLS 8713619
WESTMOUNT – Lovingly renovated 4 bedroom home in move-in
condition! Chef’s kitchen, woodwork, close to parks and schools.
$1,399,000 MLS 8680741
WESTMOUNT – Two-bedroom condo at the POM, drenched in
sunlight! Southern views, top location. Pool,
doorman, garage. $645,000 MLS 8721003
WESTMOUNT – Summer rental: 3 bedroom
townhouse in Victoria Village, furnished and
user-friendly. $4,200/mth MLS 8695853
NDG – Victorian townhouse on quiet street.
4+ bedrooms, finished basement, private
garden. A gem! $575,000

WESTMOUNT

➜
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Anne-Mari
Larue

514-919-087

Best value at $1,649,000. Beautifully renova
family home, ground floor den off great desi
er kitchen, garden and garage. MLS 869263

Sylvie Lafrenière
À votre écoute depuis plus de 25 ans

Cell : (514) 895-7001
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

URBAN CONDO

Encore une fois, ce printemps nos
courtiers feront une levée de fonds po
les enfants malades du Québec. À
surveiller les annonces de nos prochai
évènements… et le tirage d’une maiso
A date plus de $18,000,000 a été
ramassé par vos courtiers RE/MAX
du Québec pour cette noble cause.

GOOD-BYE LANDLORD – UNLEASE YOURSELF – This
superb corner unit condo is flooded with natural light
and faces the interior courtyard. Play where you live,
“IMPERIAL LOFTS” THE PERFECT SMALL CONDO with
all the extras included. $235,000
*There are few milestones more important than buying
your first home* Call me, a broker who understands
first time home buyers and their special needs.

Joanne DeSeve
514 952-8261
joannedeseve@yahoo.ca

MAKE YOUR SPRING SELECTION!
GREAT BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY!
17 rooms guest house
in operation for over
28 years. Established
clientele AND reputation. This guest house is
in a great location & in a
1885 Victorian building.
Call for information.
$3,600,000

Luc Desrosiers
438-390-0580
WESTMOUNT ADJ.
facing Le grand
seminaire de Mtl. Top
floor unit with a great
view. 2+1 bedroom,
1½ bath, spacious
living/dining with
fireplace, a/c and all
appliances $499,000

SOLD

DOWNTOWN – LE CHÂTEAU

JUST LISTED IN
POINTE ST-CHARLES
on Rushbrooke
Renovated Victorian
cottage with pine
floors, mouldings,
high ceiling,lots of
details. Beautiful
large bathroom,
private and intimite
backyard. $449,000
JUST LISTED!
Radio-Canada area.
Renovated 6-plex.
1 x 3 bedrooms, 2½
baths on 2 levels.
Fireplace, wood floors,
great kitchen all oversized terrace. Also a 2
bedrooms also on
2 level and 4 x 3½.
$1,500,000

Joyce Faughnan
514-865-9766
514-933-6781

Renovated ultra-spacious 1950 sq. ft.
with southern exposure, 3 bedrooms
2 bathrooms, FP, central air plus gara
Asking $965,000
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RE/MAX WESTMOUNT INC.
Real Estate Agency • Independently owned and operated

1314 Greene Avenue

To Enjoy HassleFree Real Estate
Transactions

514.933.6781
Joyce
Faughnan

WESTMOUNT

D

NEW IN
WESTMOUNT

514-865-9766
514-933-6781
ARGYLE AVENUE Exceptional architectural
detail and space! 4+1 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
2 fireplaces. Ideal family home MLS 8533082
Now $819,000.

Lucette
Hivon

ONE OF A KIND! INCOMPARABLE 2,800 s.q.
GROUND FLOOR WITH FINISHED BASEMENT IN
A PHENOMENAL LOCATION! Asking $1,150,000.

Affiliated Real Estate Broker

935.9582

514.

WESTMOUNT

nce again, this spring our brokers
w ll be fundraising for sick kids in
Québec. Look for our upcoming
e ents….. and “house” raffle.
T date your RE/MAX brokers
i Québec have raised
$ 8,000,000+ for this very
worthwhile cause.

Perfect “Cottage” townhouse in trendy Victoria Village,
charm, space, light, balcony, etc. All this for $575,000

WESTMOUNT 79 HOLTON AVENUE

Anne-Marie Larue

Joyce Faughnan

C: 514-919-0877

C: 514-865-9766

JUST LISTED

Walk to Greene & Downtown

OPEN
HOUSE
SUNDAY
2-4 PM

Inviting renovated 3 bedroom
townhouse,
2½ baths,
gourmet
kitchen. central
air, skylights.
Second floor
terrace. New
wiring, new
plumbing, roof
under warranty.
Garden.
$1,197,000.

CAROLINE ROULEAU
(c) 514 772 3438

WESTMOUNT $845,000
This sunny charmer has it all! 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
eat-in kitchen, large dining room for family gatherings,
finished basement, garden, garage and private driveway.
Needing some updates but at $845,000, you can’t afford
to snooze on this one...

TANIA
KALECHEFF
B.Arch. Chartered Real Estate Broker

Selling fine homes in Westmount
and adjacent areas
514-488-1049 • 514-933-6781
finehomes@kalecheff.com
www.kalecheff.com
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Inuit art on exhibit at McCord, features
Social Notes
from Westmount
and Beyond
Veronica Redgrave
Montrealers arrived at the McCord Museum February 22 for “Inuit Modern,” an
exhibition featuring the Esther and
Samuel Sarick collection of Inuit art from
the Art Gallery of Ontario (AGO).
The McCord presentation is the only
other institution in the country to present
this exhibition that reveals the art of a
changing society while illustrating its
amazing modernity.
The exhibit was co-curated by Gerald
McMaster, curator of Canadian Art at the
AGO, and Ingo Hessel, Inuit art specialist, both of whom spoke at the opening
cocktail, along with Matthew Teitelbaum,
AGO director and CEO.
They were introduced by McCord CEO
Suzanne Sauvage, host of the event with
Line Rivard, president of the McCord
board of trustees.

Admiring art lovers – young and old –
were spellbound in front of each beautifully lit piece.
Noted in the packed room were UMA
founder André Cornellier; artist Guy Glorieux; François Duffar; Bertrand Licart;
photographer Marisa Portolese; art aficionados and supporters Elisa LabelleTrudeau and Gaétan Trudeau; and Anne
and Fred Sneider.
Westmounters noted included Nathalie
Simard and Pierre Raymond, Nancy Cleman, John Leopold, Stanley Shapiro,
Gabrielle Pilot, and artist Laura Santini,
whose sculptural polar bear “rug” XTINCT
greeted guests at the entrance to the exhibit. Collecting empty oyster shells from
Montreal restaurants, Santini wove them
into chicken wire to create the bear with
its uneven beige, white and ivory coat.
Exhibits in the McCord show depict
Inuit respect for and honour of the land.
But, as Santini suggests through her powerful piece, due to climate change, today
much is at risk – from the powerful polar
bear to the miniature mollusk.
continued on p. 17

Laura Santini with her work “XTINCT,” which will be on display at the McCord Museum until
Sunday, April 29.

Café Crème terrace
continued from p. 10

Pierre Raymond, Nathalie Simard and John Leopold.

16, two customers sat at a table sipping
coffee outside Café Crème’s front window,
even though the temperature was coolish
and the sun was hidden behind clouds.
“It’s supposed to be 18 degrees this
weekend,” said John Abecassis, a regular
customer. “On a nice warm day after a
long winter there’s nothing like having a
coffee outside,” added his table companion, Joey Sellem.
Joanne Poirier, director of Urban Plan-

ning for the city, said the need to clear
snow, should it fall during the early or late
winter, makes it unlikely the terrace by-law
will change. “We can’t predict what Mère
Nature will decide,” she told the Independent.
“Obviously, when the weather is nice in
the first week of November we tolerate it
and we don’t issue tickets. But it’s better
for us to have it written in the by-law than
to start extending it, and then be stuck
with a snow storm in mid-March and we
can’t clear up the sidewalk.”
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Santini’s XTINCT
continued from p. 16

Nancy Cleman and Stanley Shapiro.

Dogs boost cost of manicure
Two dogs tied up to a parking meter
outside 4 Westmount Square March 10
were left alone for almost an hour, Public
Security officials. When the owner re-

turned to retrieve them, she stated she had
been having a manicure. The resident of
Notre Dame St. was issued a $75 ticket for
leaving them unattended in a public place.

Investment Counseling

Strong investment performance doesn’t come primarily from
“buying good things”, but rather from “buying things well”.
No stock, bond or piece of real estate has the birthright of a
high return. It’s only attractive if it’s priced right.
At Value Contrarian Asset Management, “buying well”
is as simple as not overpaying for an investment.
Price paid is what matters.
Go ahead, ask us some tough questions. We understand.
After all, that would be the smart thing to do.
Call today
Ben Horwood
Tel.: (514) 398-0808
www.valuecontrarian.com

AMF BDNI Registration No. 21830

Wealth management advice
based on security and stability
In an uncertain economy that has
created challenges for many investment
advisors and their clients, Denny Matte,
Senior Vice President and Investment
Advisor with Macquarie Private Wealth
in Montreal, has delivered a steady
investment approach that draws a
dedicated following among the city’s
top entrepreneurs, business leaders
and medical professionals. During the
course of 25 years serving Montreal’s
high-net worth individuals and families,
he has become one of Canada’s leading
experts in crafting customized investment portfolios that are built to last.
“The fundamental rule is that each
portfolio must be constructed for the
specific client,” Mr. Matte explains.
“You don’t let the market environment
decide what should be in the portfolio.
You take control and carefully select investments that work
for each individual situation.”
What works for affluent investors in the current environment
tends to be yield-producing investments, whether dividend-paying
stocks or investment-grade corporate bonds. Balanced portfolios
of this nature are able to deliver predictable returns and income
regardless of how markets are behaving. Moreover, this strategy
is more sophisticated than it would appear on the surface –
Mr. Matte has a unique ability to source quality securities that go
beyond what a standard broker can do. In addition, he manages
these portfolios himself.
“Years ago, I discovered that third-party managers and mutual
funds weren’t matching the investment results that I was able to
generate using my own skills and professional judgment,” he says.
“Clients began requesting that I dispense with that layer of fees
and complexity – and I’ve been directing all portfolios ever since.”
Matte credits the institutional strength of his firm, Macquarie
Private Wealth, for providing an extensive range of investments to
choose from. The global resources of Macquarie enable him to
select stocks and bonds that most other firms simply don’t have
access to. As a result, Matte and his clients go beyond the standard
off-the-shelf products to invest in securities that can provide better
yields at a lower cost.
“My clients place a great deal of trust in my counsel, which is
why I conduct regular portfolio updates with each of them on a
monthly basis,” Matte says. “This presents an opportunity to
review the investment strategy and make any necessary
adjustments. Ultimately, my clients value peace of mind,
and that’s what my professional counsel provides.”
To arrange a private appointment with Denny Matte, visit
his website at dennymatte.com for contact information. Marketing feature
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St. Michael ‘loves’ her new Vic
Village location

Nina St. Michael, left, who recently moved her Nee Nah clothing, jewellery and accessories boutique
from Greene to Victoria, says she loves her new location. “It feels like a real neighbourhood,” she told
the Independent during a store-warming held on March 2, when clients were invited to come in and
join her for a glass of wine. Among those who accepted the invitation was Amara Gelinas of Metcalfe
Ave.
Photo: Martin C. Barry

Freshen Up Your Flowerbeds

Garden

Do your flowerbeds need a quick makeover
or just good seasonal maintenance?

It's not too late to start the process now and
be ready for next spring!

Please call Jill Morton for a free consultation at
514.876.0178 or visit us at www.garden911.ca
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Locke seeks repatriation for
Canadian facing death
penalty in US

Turning shoe gazers into
star gazers
Ruminations

By Joanne Penhale
George Bowser
The clock is ticking for an Albertan
man who has been on death row in Montana for 30 years, and Westmounter Jack
Locke insists the government of Canada
should repatriate him.
“It’s not about agreeing with what he
did – it’s about the sanctity of life,” said
Locke, a poet and freelance writer.
Ronald Smith plead guilty in a Montana court to the 1982 murders of two
men. He also requested the death penalty.
“He did not make his plea voluntarily,”
Locke says. “It must not be under the
threat of death that you make a plea.”
According to Locke, Smith’s life had
been threatened by other inmates, and he
asked for the death penalty out of fear.
Locke first heard of Smith’s case in
1982, at the same time as he was beginning his writing career. The two men had
never met, although Locke grew up in Calgary, and Smith, the same age, had a troubled childhood in the nearby town of Red
Deer.
“I wanted to get the story,” Locke said.
He felt the trial was unfair, he said, in part
because nobody with a good legal defence
would ask for the death penalty. Locke exchanged letters with Smith around 1983,
and in 1984 he travelled to Montana and
met with the trial judge who sentenced
Smith to death.
Locke has paid some attention to
Smith’s case over the years, he said, but a
recent development now has him trying to
raise public support for Smith’s life.
In January, Smith’s lawyers filed a petition for clemency to the Montana Board of
Pardons and Parole. The board’s hearing
is scheduled for May, but following that,
the decision to grant a more lenient sentence rests with the governor of Montana.
Locke said the best way to ensure Smith
remains alive is for the Canadian government to repatriate him, even if it means
Smith would live his days out in a Canadian jail.
Westmounters may have more political
influence than others, Locke said, adding
that he keeps a blog of his efforts, such as
letter-writing, at jjlocke.wordpress.com
The Independent contacted Public Safety
Canada for comment. Michael Patton, director of communications, said the ministry does not speak to individual cases.

For those of us who spend our time
staring at a computer screen, a smart
phone or our feet (if we can still see them),
Earth Hour in Westmount is an opportunity to have a different perspective. The
purpose of this hour, globally, is to draw
attention to humanity’s profligate use of
energy, such as the energy we use to create
artificial light.
If we look up at the stars and we don’t
see them very well, that’s because our
cities – and citizens – generate a lot of artificial light, effectively obliterating much
of the light from the stars at night. So, you
need a telescope to see many of the celestial wonders that used to be visible to the
naked eye – and still are outside the city.
During Earth Hour, members of the
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada
(which has nothing to do with the price of
houses in Westmount) will bring their telescopes to Victoria Hall and invite people
to look at the stars. One of the stars out
this year will be our MP Marc Garneau,
who has actually been shot into space
three times – but that was before he was
elected. If he wants to go again, he’ll have
to wait. There are dozens of other politicians that voters would like to send off
ahead of him.
I know very little about astronomy or
astrophysics, so when I asked Tony Moffat
what we could expect to see in the night
sky over Westmount at Earth Hour I was a
little overwhelmed. Moffat is chair of the
volunteer committee organizing the event,

Westmounter Jack Locke and Montana death row
inmate Ron Smith were both born in September
of 1957, in Alberta. Locke has followed Smith’s
case since 1982, when Smith was first in the news
for murdering two native men in Montana.

and professor emeritus of astrophysics at
the Université de Montréal. With apologies to him for any errors or misunderstandings, I believe he said that there will
be a gibbous moon, that it will be the
worst of the best times to see Mars, and
that Venus is approaching a transit point
between the Earth and the sun that will
not re-occur for 100 years. If you want to
see that, Earth Hour is your chance to get
to know someone with a good telescope.
Astronomers are delighted to share the joy
of stargazing. Saturn is a very popular
sighting, too.
The theme for Earth Hour this year is
Energy Westmount. The Healthy City Project’s Environment committee has been
lobbying Westmount to reduce light pollution for several years, with some success.
Proud to be alive
It’s not all sweetness and light. Recently
a problem arose over the translation of an
amusing slogan – “Proud to be dim.” This
was initially rendered as “fière d’être
éteint,” until someone pointed out that it
could mean “proud to be dead.” We may
be an aging population, but we’re not
there yet.
At Earth Hour, we are invited to look up
at the stars and understand our place in
the universe a little better. We are many
things to many people, but sometimes we
forget that we are earthlings, too.
Earth Hour 2012 activities take place in
and around Victoria Hall from 6 pm to 10
pm on Saturday, March 31. Find out more
at westmount.org or gowestmount.ca (and
in a news article published in the February 21 Independent, p. 18).
George Bowser is an entertainer
and former city councillor.
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Westmount classifieds
Home services

Educational program

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE
You can help by donating any type
of BOOKS to KidzSafe Foundation
to fund educational programs for kids.

Miscellaneous

We all need electricity!

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

Master Electricians

Call for pick-up 514.702.4930

Serving Westmount
for over 60 years

Wood finishing

WOOD FINISHING
• Refinishing Exterior Doors
• Staining Interior Windows

TOUCH-UP
SERVICE
ON SITE
Kitchen Cabinets, Dining Room/
Bedroom Sets, Antiques

FREE ESTIMATE

l
Professiona
n
a
m
s
Craft

Construction services

Henry
Cornblit

• Multi-discipline team
• Maintenance jobs
• Small & medium-sized renovations
• Home or business

(514) 567-1396

Specialized in renovations
for older homes
Generator installations
Fast and reliable service

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Tel: 514-481-0125

Estate sales

5800 St. Jacques W.
Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

Robert Bowden, MBA, BSME

514.369.0295
Clothing

Mount Royal
Roofing
Professional movers

Furnishings for sale
Emptying Westmount apartment; for sale: rectangular dining room table with 4 leather chairs, curtains, side tables, etc. 514.726.8621

All types of roofs
and brickwork

King David Moving & Storage, Local & Long Distance: Satisfaction Guaranteed! 514.796.3131.

BRYN WALKER SPRING
COLLECTION HAS ARRIVED

(514) 572-4375
(450) 687-0094

Paid focus group

5175B Sherbrooke West corner Marlowe
514-482-4702

mountroyalroofing@gmail.com

Ron Edwards Sr. & Ron Edwards Jr.

Serving Westmount for 50 years

Parents wanted for focus group on French learning. $50 honorarium + travel paid. March 24, 2 –
3:30pm, James Lyng School. sean.butler@live.com. www.cpf.ca

Quebec classifieds
Antiques
ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treasures into ready cash. International buyer
wants to purchase your antiques, paintings, china, crystal, gold, silverware,
jewellery, rare books, sports, movies,
postcards, coins, stamps, records. 514501-9072.
Coming Events
ANNOUNCING Lynyrd Skynyrd, Montgomery Gentry, Creedence Clearwater
Revisited, Rosanne Cash, Thompson
Square, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, George
Canyon, Emerson Drive, Rita Coolidge,
Leroy Van Dyke, Russell de Carle & many
more, over 25 entertainers... HAVELOCK
COUNTRY JAMBOREE, CANADA’S
LARGEST LIVE COUNTRY MUSIC &
CAMPING FESTIVAL – 4 Days Of Enter-

tainment – AUG. 16-19/12. TICKETS 1800-539 -3353, www.havelockjamboree.com. BUY BEFORE JUNE 15th &
SAVE!

EQUAL TRANSPORT, Edson, Alberta.
Class 1 Drivers needed, $30. per hour.
H2S certified, off road experience required. Company paid benefits &
bonuses. Send resume & drivers abCompanions
stract in confidence to: Email: edAnother lonely winter? Don’t make it a son@equaltransport.ca. Fax 780-728lonely spring and summer too. Call Misty 0068.
River Introductions, Quebec’s busiest
Financial Services
matchmaking service with 15 years experience in finding singles their life part- FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in
ners. (514) 879-0573 or www.mistyriver- debt! Stop the harassment. Bankruptcy
intros.com.
might not be the answer. Together let’s
find a solution – Free Consultation. Bill
Employment
Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-983Opportunities
8700.
WELDERS/FITTERS required for busy EdFor Sale
monton structural steel shop. Top compensation, full benefits, indoor heated QCNA (Quebec Community Newspapers
work, relocation assistance. Fax resume: Association) can place your classified
780 -939-2181 or careers@garweld.com. ad into 24 weekly papers throughout

Quebec – papers just like the one you
are reading right now! One phone call
does it all! Call Marnie at QCNA 514-4536300. Visit: www.qcna.org.

bandmill – cut lumber any dimension. In
stock ready to ship. Free info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT. 1800-566-6899 ext:400OT.

#1 high speed internet $28.95/month. Absolutely no ports are blocked. Unlimited
downloading. Up to 5Mps download and
800Kbps upload. Order today at
www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1-866281-3538.

STEEL BUILDINGS FOR ALL USES!
Spring deals! Make an offer on sell-off
models at factory and save thousands
now! Call for free brochure – 1-800-6685111 ext. 170.

DISCONNECTED PHONE? National Teleconnect Home Phone Service. No one
refused! Low monthly rate! Calling features and unlimited long distance available. Call National Teleconnect today!
1-866-443-4408. www.nationalteleconnect.com.

SPRING PROMOTION. Orders $2500. +
DISC. $250. until May 30, 2012. WWG
INC. Fence & Deck Mfgers. Wood,
chain-link, PVC. Work guaranteed – references. williamsburgwoods@bell.net –
www.wwginc.com. 1-877-266-0022, 450455-2507.

SAWMILLS from only $3997 – MAKE
MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your own

Renovations
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Volleyballer Pelletier finally gets her happy landing
By David Goldberg
Sometimes, the higher you soar, the
harder the landing. But this past year,
Westmounter Victoria Pelletier managed
to work through all kinds of adversity to
land on her feet, with a bronze medal
around her neck.
Pelletier was a key member of the
McGill Martlets volleyball team, which
went to the national championship for the
first time. At only 5’9” – short by volleyball
standards – Pelletier helped power McGill
to the bronze by playing a powerful position.
“Victoria is a power hitter, who plays at
the net, and also plays back on defence
and to return serve,” said Martlets’ head
coach Rachèle Béliveau. “She’s not that tall
at the net, but she hits very hard and she’s
developed hitting the ball off the blockers’
hands. It’s called a ‘wipe-off’ where the
ball deflects out of bounds to give us a
point.”
It’s one of Pelletier’s many positive aspects, said Béliveau.
“Victoria is very aggressive, and she
fights for every ball. She plays with a lot of
heart and always makes the big play for us.
She’s got a good personality, and she’s easy
to coach.”
Pelletier, a third-year management student, is a life-long Westmounter. She didn’t start playing volleyball until her first
year of high school at Collège Notre Dame.
“They didn’t have a soccer or basketball
team, so I tried volleyball,” she said. “I was
only so-so at first, but by my second year,
I was a pretty strong player.”
Strong enough that she went on to play
for the powerful Collège Bois du Boulogne
CEGEP team, the feeder program for the
University of Montreal.
“But we lost two straight years in the finals to the same team,” said the 21-yearold. “I went to McGill because I wanted to
study in English and Concordia doesn’t
have a women’s volleyball team.”

Year one at McGill saw Pelletier spending much of her time on the bench. She
got into the game more in her second year,
a season that ended in personal tragedy.
“It was the semi-finals. If we won, we
were going to nationals, but my father was
on his deathbed, so I didn’t play the first
game on a Friday night. My dad passed
away early on Saturday morning,” she
said.
Her father, René Pelletier, was a candidate for city council in the 2009 municipal
election (see “René Pelletier mourned,”
March 1, 2011, p. 4).
The team was eliminated on Sunday,
without Pelletier. But she was determined
to have a big season in her final year.
“I trained really hard, but in October
during a pre-season game, I sprained my
right ankle. I told the team, don’t worry, I’ll
be back within two weeks, and I was,” she
said.
Shortly after returning, Pelletier seriously sprained her left ankle, and this time
she wasn’t back to her old self until the
playoffs in February. “At that point, I
thought it was going to be a crappy year,”
said Pelletier. Crappy turned to happy
when, down two games to none against
the University of Laval in the semis, Pelletier got into the game and never left.
McGill won the next three and booked its
ticket to the nationals in Hamilton, where
it beat the University of Montreal for the
bronze.
So what will Pelletier take away from
her time with the Martlets, overcoming all
measures of adversity?
“I’m a person of faith, and I know some
things are out of our control,” she said.
“There is a greater reason for some of the
bad things that happen to you, and you
just have to fight through them. They’ve
made me appreciate this season so much
more.”
How much more, she was asked.
“About 300 percent more,” she replied.

Photo: Martin C. Barry

Victoria Pelletier scored the game-winning goal during a thrilling match between the Martlets and the
St. Mary’s Huskies during CIS women’s volleyball championship play at McMaster University on
March 2. Pelletier, seen here in McGill’s Love Competition Hall on February 24 prior to a game there
that night, helped the McGill team advance to the women’s volleyball semi-finals for the first time in the
university’s history.

quality used

Kidlink now carries

Book Sale

Saturday & Sunday
April 14 & 15 10 am – 6 pm
Books for everyone at very low prices. Proceeds go towards purchasing
new materials for the Westmount Public Library.
Victoria Hall
REQUEST FOR DONATIONS
Books in excellent condition on all
topics can be left the library front
desk now (4574 Sherbrooke W.).

4626 Sherbrooke W.
Info.: 514 483-5604

Best selection of books
and toys, for children
and adults

5604 Monkland
(between Oxford and Marcil)

514-482-4188

Joe King’s most recent Montreal
Jewish history. An instant classic.
Ideal for young people and ex-pats.
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Agincourt brings out the Irish
at Manoir Westmount

Ex-Habs coach Perron takes arthritis
message to Westmount High

The seniors who live at Manoir Westmount got a pre-St. Patrick’s Day treat on March 15. Prior to the
evening meal, they were entertained by Agincourt, a traditional Irish band, made up of (from left):
Joanne St-Laurent on harp, fiddler Ralph Thompson and Alan Jones on pipes, whistle, guitar and
vocals. Thompson, who is a Westmounter, is also a photographer for the Independent.

Former Montreal Canadiens head coach Jean Perron, who led the Habs to the Stanley Cup in 1986,
gave students at Westmount High School some pointers on the early detection of arthritis. Speaking on
behalf of the Arthritis Society at the school on March 15, Perron said he saw several of the injury-prone
players he coached become seriously afflicted with the disease because they didn’t seek early treatment.
His advice to student athletes is don’t ignore the symptoms.
Photo: Martin C. Barry

Photo: Martin C. Barry

Sitting target
for burglars
Public safety officers discovered a
garage door open on Belvedere Rd. just
after 1 am March 9. The garage provided
direct access to the house, and when no
one appeared to be home, police were
called to check it out. All was found in
order.

For one person’s view of
why Westmount is the
most fun place to live
Check out:

http://westmountlookout.blogspot.com

Letters
continued from p. 6

For two years now, WCSC has exhorted
to city of Westmount to accommodate active transportation by assuring proper education, engineering (infrastructure) and
enforcement for the best interests of all
users.
It is heartening to see that the report
and recommendations for active transportation released by the city of Montreal
this week are grounded in these same fundamental principles that the WCSC has
espoused over the last two years. Among

Looking for business
A man arousing suspicions around 6
pm March 9 on Stayner turned out to be
someone offering to do odd jobs in the
neighbourhood. Public Security officials
said “he has been around for years.” After

ringing a doorbell on Prospect, where he
was known to residents, he left and was
last seen heading south on Greene on a bicycle.

the excellent recommendations contained
in this report (i.e. bike path compliance
with norms and industry standards, responsible civic behavior on the part of cyclists, drivers and pedestrians), the report
also recommends that current bicycle
paths be taken out of and bypass city parks
in the city of Montreal and that reserved
bus and taxi lanes be made accessible to
cyclists for active transportation purposes.

All of which goes to show that when the
homework is done properly and the discussion of the active transportation issue
is guided by a political will that is focused
on the common good, far from being
“tricky,” positive results that garner public
support are indeed achievable.
Don Taddeo, de Maisonneuve Blvd.
and member of the WCSC

GoWestmount.ca
Our on line calendar has it all!
Concerts, exhibitions, launches, events,
public meetings, community links,
sports and hockey schedules
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Comin’ Up
Wednesday, March 21
Meeting to inform residents of Westmount Park Towers about the city’s plans
around construction of the arena/pool
project, 7 pm at 4700 St. Catherine.

by Heritage Montreal runs Thursday
nights until May 10, from 6:30 to 9 pm at
Dawson College, 4001 de Maisonneuve
Blvd. For cost: 514.286.2662, ext. 26 or renovation@heritagemontreal.org.
Info:
www.heritagemontreal.org.

Thursday, March 22

Friday, March 23

• Meeting to inform Contactivity members
about the city’s plans around construction
of the arena/pool project at Contactivity
Centre, 1 pm.
• Meeting to inform residents of Irvine,
Lewis, Blenheim Place and 4556-4634 St.
Catherine about the city’s plans around
construction of the arena/pool project at
the lawn bowling clubhouse, 7 pm.
• “Shadows and Songs,” an exhibition of
watercolours and drawings by Elisabeth
Galante at The Gallery at Victoria Hall,
until April 14. Galante will be at the gallery
on Saturday, March 24 from 1 to 4 pm; and
Sunday, March 25 from 11 am to 2 pm.
Info: Community Events 514.989.5521.
• To celebrate World Storytelling Day,” the
Montreal Storytellers’ Guild presents
“Around the World through Stories,”
12:30 pm at the Atwater Library. Free. 1200
Atwater Ave.
• “The art of renovation and restoration,”

Two-session “seniors for seniors” workshop on the Nintendo Wii and creating
Mii character, 1 to 3 pm at Atwater Library.
Also, Wii bowling on Friday, March 30
from 1 to 3 pm. Free. Register for both:
Beth Symansky 514.935.7344, ext. 206 or
beth@atwaterlibrary.ca.
Sunday, March 25

• “Platero et moi,” 7 pm at Victoria Hall.
Part theatre, storytelling and music. Based
on the story by Juan Ramon Jiménez. Free
passes available at the Community Events
office in Victoria Hall.
• Poetry workshop with Ann Lloyd, 2 pm at
the Westmount Public Library. Info:
Donna Lach 514.989.5386.
Thursday, March 29
City invites residents of Melville (north of
de Maisonneuve), Abbott and 4500-4550
St. Catherine to hear about plans to reduce
construction impact from the arena/pool
project, 7 pm at the lawn bowling clubhouse.

“Honour: and the shadows of feminine
idealization,” with speaker Patricia Kirkpatrick, a doctoral student in Hebrew
scripture and feminist studies. In the
lower hall of St. Matthias’ Church from
9:10 to 10:20 am. Info: 514.933.4295.

Friday, March 30
Quality used book sale at Centre Greene,
10 am to 7 pm. Also, Saturday March 31,
from 10 am to 3 pm. Sale proceeds to go to
the centre’s summer camp fund. Donations accepted. Info: 514.931.6202.

Wednesday, March 28

Saturday, March 31
• Earth Hour information exhibits, music,
movie and stargazing presented by city of
Westmount and Westmount Healthy City
Project at Victoria Hall, 6 pm to 10 pm. Refreshments by Westmount-based Simply

Public consultation meeting on zoning
amendment to allow a restaurant at a Category I heritage building at 4192 St.
Catherine St., 7 pm at city hall (see story
March 13, p. 9).

Wonderful. Residents can also participate
in Earth Hour by turning off lights from
8:30 pm to 9:30 pm. For full schedule, visit
www.westmount.org and click on calendar.
• City of Westmount’s Earth Hour committee presents musical entertainment,
7:45 pm to 8:30 pm at Victoria Hall. Performers include Westmounters Peter Weldon, Ralph Thompson and Wanda
Potrykus, Jane McGarrigle, Wayne Larsen
and Alan Jones. Audience participation for
sing-along. Cash bar. Info: Stan Grossman
514.485.3339.
• Earth hour, shopping party at Lolë Westmount, 4868 Sherbrooke St. 7 to 8 pm;
free yoga class by candlelight by Westmounter Lauren Rudick, 8 to 9 pm; and
meditation 9 to 9:30 pm. Info:
514.419.1798.
• Vernissage of annual student exhibition
at McClure Gallery, 350 Victoria Ave., 12
pm. Exhibition runs from Friday, March
30 to Saturday, April 21.
Monday, April 2
City council meeting, 8 pm, city hall.

The Parish of Ascension of Our Lord
(Sherbrooke St. at the corner of Clarke Ave.)

Welcomes all to our Easter Celebrations!
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Wednesday, March 28 at 7:00 p.m.
Passion Sunday Weekend:
Saturday, March 31 at 5 p.m. — Sunday, April 1 at 10:30 a.m.
Holy Thursday, April 5: Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 8 p.m.
Good Friday, April 6: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion at 3 p.m.
Holy Saturday, April 7: Sacrament of Reconciliation from 3 to 4 p.m. — Easter Vigil at 8 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 8:
Celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord at 10:30 a.m.
We invite all parishioners, former parishioners and visitors to join in celebrating with us this Holy Season.
Msgr. Sean Harty, Parochial Administrator

Rev. Patrick Donnelly, Associate Pastor
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In conversation with

Dr. Dan Chiche on
pharma innovation

Dr. Dan Chiche

country study, over 11,000 participants are
monitored for longevity, and coronary and
renal illness. For Chiche, an increased understanding of disease susceptibility suggests both individualized therapy and new
approaches to diagnosis and drug development.
Chiche explains that “there is increased
increased interest in diagnostic tests
within the pharmaceutical industry.” Prognomix – Medpharmgene’s sister company
– has developed a first-generation prototype of a molecular diagnostic kit for type
2 diabetes. The company is also the recent
recipient of a $3-million Canadian Institute of Health Research grant to research
telomeres on chromosomes. An individual telomere length is influenced by both
genetic and environmental factors and is
considered a marker of both cardiovascular disease and chronological age.
But Chiche is also CEO at Kompas
Medical Services, formed in 2007 with
pharmacist Kazimerz Babinski. Using his
knowledge of both medicine and biostatistics, he assists companies with clinical
trials. As a consultant, Chiche’s role is to
maximize a product’s commercial value.
“We intervene at many levels including
strategic planning, positioning and interpretation of results.”
And, as many within the industry have
reduced their research role, Chiche also
advises venture capitalists on prospective
projects and biotech start-ups. A member
of BioQuebec and Montréal InVivo, he understands the impact of current economic
conditions and the resulting lower levels
of financing for innovation. And while
government grants are welcomed, these
funds do not cover employee or other business costs.

arthritis, hypertension and diabetes.
For Chiche, research into personalized
medicine – and the effect of individual
genes, proteins, and metabolic pathways
on disease susceptibility – is particularly
fertile. He is currently the medical director at Medpharmgene Inc., and does research under the guidance of Dr. Pavel
Hamet, Canada Research Chair on predictive genomics, which has advanced our
knowledge of diabetes.
Medpharmgene conducts Canadian research on the impact of the drug Preterax
on type 2 diabetics at risk for cardiovascular disease. As part of a continuing, 20-

Industry trend
Genetic testing and personalized medicine are the future of the industry. But
while companies like Medpharmgene and
Prognomix are doing well, many small
Montreal pharmaceutical companies have
recently closed. As these included small
but innovative start-ups, Chiche believes
that new models of drug development are
needed.
His suggestion – more public-private
partnerships to expand promising university research into patented therapies –
would encourage innovation and ensure
that Quebec remains a leader in the field.

By Heather Black
With over 20 international companies
and many more local startups, Montreal is
home to an active pharmaceutical industry. Recently I spoke to Westmounter Dr.
Dan Chiche on innovation within this economic sector.
Personalized medicine
Trained in both medicine and administration, Chiche has spent over 20 years as
an executive in clinical research. At Glaxo
Wellcome and Bristol-Myers Squibb, he
was involved in developing therapies for
HIV, hepatitis, influenza, rheumatoid

Boots is back
By Martin C. Barry
Never known to venture more than a
block or two from his home on de Maisonneuve Blvd., Boots the cat, 16, went missing on February 26. Phyllis Legatos
launched a campaign to find him with
posters and word of mouth, but the website Petluck.ca proved to be the saving
grace. Francine Guertin, who volunteers
for Refuge pour chats de Verdun, saw the
post and photo for Boots and recognized
him as a cat she’d taken in. Boots and
Legatos were reunited after nine days.
Find out some tips of what to do if your
cat goes missing. See story same page.

Electronic Independents
available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!
Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.

Tips on finding a
cat gone missing
• Act right away if your cat does not appear within his normal schedule.
• Check neighbours’ basements,
garages, sheds, as naturally curious cats
often get trapped.
• Explore your whole neighbourhood
with his favourite treat early in the
morning, so that you can hear him.
• Store a recent photo of your cat so you
can quickly print it and post it on light
posts, alleys, veterinaries, stores, pet
shops; or on websites, such as Petluck;
or as an ad in newspapers.
• Leave a description with the vets in
your area.
• Report a missing cat with your municipality.
• Get in touch with Refuge pour chats
de Verdun (refugechatsverdun@hotmail.com) and the SPCA (spcamontrealpf.blogspot.ca) with a brief description
and photo.
• Call every day. If your cat is found, he
may have up to five days in a shelter before he is put down.
Source: Refuge pour chats de Verdun
(www.refugechatsverdun.com.)

Say hi to 5-year-old Whiskey
9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

She is so stunning, our Whiskey. A
pure white domestic short-haired beauty,
with a black cape and hat, with a little body
art on her face and front leg. She could
have attended a child’s party for a face
painting session!
Whiskey is not only gorgeous, she is
very smart. She saved her own life through
resourcefulness: a house door opened one
bitterly cold morning and she ran in to get
warm. The inhabitants noticed that she
had a torn ear and a bad abscess on her
front leg. They got her the veterinary care
she needed.
Whiskey was then brought to Gerdy’s
Rescues and Adoptions for fostering, and
now, in this column, we are ready to help
her find a home in our neighbourhood.
She is healthy, about five years old and
has been fully vetted and spayed. Dear
Whiskey has charmed her foster family
with her dignity and grace, purring like a
kitten when she is being petted.

Whiskey

For more information, please contact
Gerdy’s Rescues and Adoptions at the
pager number 514.203.9180 or email
info@gerdysrescue.org.
Your neighbour, Lysanne
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Rafman to tour internationally
with Google images exhibit
By Veronica Redgrave

Jon Rafman

Wandering dog taken
to local clinic
Public safety officers took a spaniel to
the Westmount Animal Hospital February
29 after it was found running loose at
Montrose and Mountain at 4:44 pm. The
city has an agreement with the clinic to
take Westmount-licenced dogs found during its opening hours.
Efforts to reach the owner through the
dog’s licence proved unsuccessful and the
spaniel, well-known to Public Security, was
eventually taken to the clinic and a message left with the owner.

Westmount artist Jon Rafman has
sprung to fame in the past two years with
his images taken from Google Street View
– a site where Google cameras around the
world capture panoramic views of streets.
A self-proclaimed “internet artist,” Rafman downloaded these images, “adjusted
the colour slightly,” printed them and then
made a final selection of pictures that he
exhibited at Art 45 in the Belgo building
downtown.
His chosen works sold out during the
month-long exhibit a year ago.
Now, funded by a Canada Council
grant, Rafman is about to travel internationally to exhibit his work. His first stop is
New York, where his work will be presented at the Armoury Show. Next is Paris
and a lecture at Gaité Lyrique, a digital arts
and modern music centre. Rafman gives
another lecture in the north of France before leaving for Moscow and the Photo Biennale Show there.
Later this year, he goes to Toronto,
where his work will be displayed at Angell
Gallery, with which he participated in Art
Basel Miami Beach last December. Then
he goes on to Hong Kong and his gallery
there.
But “his real love is film,” he said. By
2013 he plans to premiere “a mystery
using Google Street View.”
The quiet young Westmounter in the
Raiders’ baseball cap (he loves early 90s
hip hop) attended Herziliah high school,
and then McGill before his post graduate
studies at the School of Art Institute in
Chicago.
To view his work, visit http://brandnewpaintjob.com.

Caught smoking
Three teenage girls smoking behind
the comfort station in Westmount Park
February 29 at 8:51 am were captured on
a city surveillance camera, Public Security officials said. They were seen passing something back and forth that
appeared to be a joint though no marajuana was found when officers questioned them. The girls’ parents were
informed what their daughters, aged 14
and 15, were doing on their way to
school, officials said. One lives in Westmount, the others in Verdun.

Mt Tremblant 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
1 acre, Pool, Lake View and seconds to ski,
marina & golf. $589,000

Visit my
website
for more
exciting
listings
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Tatoo removal
The
Underdog
Club
Cynthia Lee
You may have heard that removing tattoos isn’t fun. A trip to a specialist, painful
lasers, coupled with weeks of healing to
get rid of something you wanted ... at one
time. Sounds about as much fun as a having a root canal or a getting a colonoscopy.
But now, imagine how it feels to be that
tattoo, or someone named Tattoo, in this
case a rascal of a Jack Russell terrier. This
dog was removed, or was asked to be removed, from the home of someone who
once cared for him. So, here he is searching for another home.
This 5-year-old, high-energy guy has
been surrended for the second time in his
short life. Previously, he was living with a
young man who suffered from mental
health issues. Tattoo was excellent therapy
for him at the beginning, and the two got
along just fine – until one day, his
human’s condition worsened, and Tattoo
was no longer useful to him.

Though the new situation of looking
for a home is a challenge, there is some
silver lining in the cloud for this Jack Russell. He is a manageable size and happens
to be a lover of cats. He can live with them
and downright digs them!
On the flip side, Tattoo has some issues
around food. He likes to get his fill and
when he doesn’t, he can get grumpy.
Someone who would closely monitor his
food intake with the amount of exercise he
gets would be ideal, because he gains

Announcement

Tatoo

Exclusively at

weight like Oprah during Sweeps.
Add to this some leash aggression and
the way he likes to guard his toys – and
you have all of Tattoo’s quirks down.
His rescuers feel his issues could be resolved with some basic training. Think tats
are cool? Ever consider getting one yourself? Why don’t you? Contact Sophie’s Dog
Adoptions at info@sophiesdog-adoption.com or 514.523.5052.
The Underdog Club helps rescues in the
Montreal area find homes for their hardestto-place dogs. Not everyone is looking for the
kinds of dog we publicize. Why not think
bigger and visit www.underdogclub.org?

Two squirrel calls
392 Victoria Avenue, Westmount /
www.prettyballerinas.ca / 514 489.3030

Public Security received two calls concerning squirrels March 7. One had been
found injured on Grosvenor Ave. and was
taken by officers to the SPCA. The other
was a squirrel that had managed to get
into the basement of a house on Oakland
Ave. It was cornered and chased out a
door.
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Priory students explore heritage

THE ADDRESS IN OUTREMONT
At Château Maplewood, quality of life will be enhanced by a full
range of five star services and amenities: Sea water pool & spa, indoor
parking, large terraces, green roofs, 4-season loggias, large gym,
historic chapel and more.
1-6 bedroom units starting from $727,000 tax included.
Fifteen Priory students were medal winners at the school’s recent Heritage Fair February 29. The
students conducted research and created a presentation on a historical theme. Projects on the 12
Olympians, hydro electricity and L. M. Montgomery were among the winners. Gold medals were
presented to 16 students.
Photo courtesy of The Priory

S A L E S O F F I C E 1075 LAURIER AVE WEST T. 514.279.0440
OPENING HOURS WEEK 11-7 WEEKEND 12-5

W W W. C H AT E A U M A P L E W O O D . C O M

Deeply Rooted Values

Agence immobilière

A WESTMOUNT BEAUTY
616 Sydenham – $3,350,000

This elegant and sophisticated detached residence is serenely located on a quiet mid-level
street with unobstructed view of the St. Lawrence River and the South Shore. It features
5+1 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, and 2 powder rooms, a large eat-in kitchen, large
entertaining rooms, and a beautiful deck on the back. Some other highlights are the
1000 bottle custom wine cellar, central vacuum, heated floors in vestibule and master
ensuite, home automation, and forced air bi-energy heat and AC system.

Marie
Sicotte

Jeannie
Moosz

Real Estate Broker

Real Estate Broker

514.953.9808 514.299.3307
mariesicotte@
videotron.ca

jeanniemoosz@
gmail.com

www.mariesicotte.com
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NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION

• 19 Luxurious Residences
• Up to 10’ ceilings
• Private terraces I Loggias
• Private indoor parking
• State of the art gym
• From 1,600 to 4,450 sq.ft.
• Delivery Fall 2012*
• From $1.35M

60% SOLD

SHOWCASED MONDAY TO FRIDAY 12 - 4 PM AND SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1 - 4 PM.
SALES OFFICE: 1368 GREENE AVENUE, WESTMOUNT

www.1250avenuegreene.com

*Subject to change

sothebysrealty.ca
1 Westmount Square, Suite 446

RECENTLY PURCHASED

SURREYGDNS I WESTMOUNT NOW: $2,995,000
Step inside this 3+2 bdrm contemporary home &
it will take your breath away! Intricate mouldings

water pool, double garage, central air & all the bells
and whistles one could want promises to satisfy.
Perfect for entertaining, escape to your oasis on one
of the premium streets in Upper Westmount!

PORT ROYAL I DOWNTOWN

$1,950,000

Welcome to The Port Royal! Located in the heart
of the Golden Square Mile, this fully renovated, and
spectacular, 3,581 sq.ft. apartment features never-ending southern views,4 bdrms,4 1/2 baths,exquisite wood

ELM I WESTMOUNT

Offered at $849,900

The condo alternative you’ve been looking for!
Adorable house with 2 bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths,
quaint garden, garage + 1 exterior parking. A real
jewel.

and 1 garage. Perfect for lavish entertaining & those
seeking unparalleled services

Visit all our properties at

www.jillprevost.com

JILL & JOAN PRÉVOST
Real Estate Brokers

514.591.0804

LAND FOR SALE
INTRODUCING

PATRICIA I NDG

$468,000

Country living in the city in this adorable detached
cape-cod home on a large pool-sized lot in Western
NDG. With 4 bdrms, renovated kitchen/baths, finished basement and garage, this home is perfect for
the first time buyer or a couple looking to downsize.
Wonderfully bright and well-maintained over the
years, this home is a gem steps from Patricia park.

