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‘More’ approval sought & granted

New council takes its turn
to vote on 500 Claremont

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Fully eight years after the large 500
Claremont residential project was first
approved and went on to survive numer-
ous different council votes, the project re-
surfaced on last week’s city council agenda
for February 3.

Now near completion and now adver-
tised as renting, the former large, heritage-
rated institutional building at Windsor
Ave. has been transformed into apart-
ments. This follows partial demolition,
COVID delays, unannounced removal of
17 large trees and re-construction work on
Claremont.

Listed simply on last week’s council
agenda without details as “approval — 500
Claremont,” concerned neighbours to the
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south attended the meeting having already
believed the project was “a done deal” and
having been unable to obtain information.
“What is the proposed change?” asked
Frank Philpott.
The addition of one bedroom on the
sixth floor, Mayor Michael Stern replied.
Considering that the mayor, along with
four councillors, were new to the issues
that neighbours had raised with the project
over the years, Philpott summarized how
the loss of the huge trees will impact the
privacy of their properties as well as safety
concerns anticipated from so many cars
going in and out of the Claremont garage.
“There is still no stop sign or traffic lights.”
Neither was there any required greens-
pace for the benefit of

the neighbours as a continued on p. 4

Winter Carnival means games!

Right in the centre of the bin! Eight-year-old Gia was a champion at this event, as Westmount’s

41st Winter Carnival took place at Murray Park February 7 under overcast skies and cold conditions.
A light dusting of snow added to the atmosphere, but the chilly breeze was probably the reason
for a smaller turnout than the last couple of years. Hot chocolate, hot dogs, roast marshmallows,
taffy and vigorous activity kept everyone bubbling with enthusiasm. Most events started at 10 am
and it all wrapped around 3 pm. Sports and Recreation staff, augmented by a large number of vol-
unteers, kept the events running safely and on schedule. See p. 2, p.11 and p.12 for more photos.
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‘Proud of the team we have at Public Works’
Current employee Racette named
assistant director of Public Works

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Patricia Racette was appointed assistant
director of Public Works at the city council
meeting January 13. As the largest depart-
ment in the city, Public Works handles not
only roads, infrastructure and city build-
ings but also parks, green spaces, planting,
snow removal, garbage and environmental
matters.
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She joined the city in 2019 as an envi-
ronmental technician then became head
of the Environment division in 2023.

She has a bachelor’s degree in environ-
mental science from McGill and obtained a
master’s in environmental engineering from
Ecole de technologie supérieure, a public
technical university in Montreal, and became
an environmental inspec-

tor with Laval. continued on p.12
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New hee

Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle — without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS

Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

WESTMOUNT
For more information call 514 487-8282

To recover removal costs

Council okays city’s legal action against
owner of ‘rotten’ tree on Upper Belmont

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

City council January 13 approved an
expenditure of some $20,000 in legal ex-
penses concerning a tree that fell in an inci-
dent August 12, 2025 at 810 Upper Belmont.

The tree, a private one on private prop-
erty, was described as having “partially
fallen” and posed “an imminent danger to
three neighbouring properties, users of
Devon Park” and Hydro Westmount (see
story August 19, 2025, p. 3).

According to the council resolution, a
decision had been made at the time by the
city after an assessment by the city’s Public
Works forestry engineer “to proceed with

part of the tree for safety reasons.” It had
been assessed as “rotten.” The cost of the

city’s intervention was reported as some
$27,397.

Power shut off

The initial incident was reported to have
occurred around 3:45 pm, forcing electric-
ity to be shut off. “Despite having been
notified at the time,” the legal action
claims, the owner “refuses to pay the city
the amounts owed.” To recover the a-
mount, legal action was taken by the law
firm of Bélanger Sauvé. Moved by Coun-
cillor Matt Aronson, the motion was car-
ried unanimously.
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4800, chemin de la Cote-Saint-Luc, Montréal
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Looking east at Devon Park on February 9. Upper Belmont is in the background. proro: inoerenpen.
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Tune up includes the following:

e Clean and adjust automatic controls,
thermostat and safety limit controls

* Brush out burners and heat exchangers
* Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency
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THE TIME |s HERE!
CALL NOW: 514 990-1346

thwww.dhidirect.net
*“ dhiservicecalls@gmail.com

Q 445 rue Deslauriers, St-Laurent, QC H4N IW2

During the recent cold emergency we have
tried to angwer calle and help everyone we
could. To the people we helped to restart
their boiler or clear ice from their air intake
and exhaust pipes our agreement wag that
after the cold enap ends or after the heating
seagon endg you will have the equipment
verified to optimize ite performance.

Thig is your reminder.

* Lubricate motors and pumps as needed

* Check for gas and combustion leaks

* Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment
* Check flue for satisfactory operation

All DHI technicians are experienced, licenced
with training and certification by many
manufacturers including: Lochinvar, A.O. Smith,
Raypak, Camus, Rheem GSW and many others.
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Public Security
reports 2 car accidents
on snowy hills

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Two separate car accidents in West-
mount on a snowy day January 29 took
place on hills, according to Public Security
reports, starting with one outside 488
Mountain.

Noticed and reported at 6:04 pm was a
Volkswagen wedged between a city light
pole and a parked car on the west side
while Public Works was on the scene salt-
ing the road. Both car owners were re-
quested to fill out a joint accident report.

Police were subsequently called and the
heavily damaged Volkswagen was towed
away. The fire department also was on the
scene to disconnect the battery during
which time the street was barred to traffic.

Later in the evening

At 9:51 pm, a call was received from
Public Works concerning an accident in
the Glen tunnel under the railway tracks.
A southbound vehicle had hit the wall of
the tunnel, deploying its airbag. Complain-
ing of pain in the right shoulder and poss-
ible whiplash, the driver was taken to the
nearby Glen superhospital by Urgences
Santé. Flares were put out to warn of the
obstruction.
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Early Valentine’s lunch kicks off Coiffure Jean John

Winter Carniva I 4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount
— - mmay; - I 514-486-6261 E

A% online
appointments
now available!

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

From left, Westmount mayor Michael Stern and Contactivity director Benita Goldin at a Valen
themed lunch held February 5 at Victoria Hall to kick off the city’s Winter Carnival, as is tradition.
112 diners attended.
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"we We compound medication
Arthur Younanian for your pet
Notaire — Notar‘y Flavoured medicine, chosen format
(capsules, treats/pastes, liquids, creams).
4635 Sherbrooke West It's not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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pharmacie | pharmacy
5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

36 Ch. Du Bord-du-Lac-Lakeshore #309

Modern 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom unit with spectacular balcony over-
looking Lac St. Louis. Garage space included. Located across from
bike path, shopping, parks & transportation.

MLS #26648935 | Asking $2900 per month

JUNE BAILY -.. e srorer

514.941.9105 june@junebaily.com
junebaily.com

Suttoit.  Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest
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500 Claremont, cont’d from p. 1
promised “benefit.”

Seeking more info

John Stewart, who also lives immedi-
ately south of the property, reported that
workers were being allowed to park outside
as early at 5 am on Saturday and work
inside a plastic-covered area. “This is a resi-
dential area,” he pointed out. Mayor Stern
said this would be “looked into.”

500 Claremont on February 9.

Faculty of
Dental Medi
Cral Health £

& McGill

Later in the meeting, when the motion
concerning 500 Claremont came up for
adoption, newly elected District 5 council-
lor Shawn Moss, who is now the city’s urban
planning commissioner, explained in pres-
enting the resolution that the addition of
the requested bedroom had been con-
sidered and recommended by the city’s
Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) at its
meetings held January 13 to 15.

District 2 councillor Jonathan Chomski
briefly left the council chamber during the

Undergraduate Teaching Clinic

Canadian Dental Care Plan

McGill University’s dental medicine teaching
clinic offers high-quality dental care at reduced
cost, and students gain essential training.

The clinic will help cover the costs for Canadian
Dental Care Plan patients depending on eligibility.

Eligible dental services include:

Fillings
Extractions
Root canal treatment

Crowns and posts
Gum treatment
Full and partial dentures

Scan the QR code to apply to become a patient!

Located in downtown Montreal across

from the McGill campus

2001 McGill College Avenue, Suite 150
Montreal, QC H3A1G1

514-398-5189

mcgill.ca/dentistry/clinics/utc McGill
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council vote, later telling the Independent
that because one of the principals associ-
ated with the project had previously served
as his official campaign agent, he felt it
“important to leave, in part, to respect the
appearance of possible conflict” (see sep-
arate statement, below).

Looking back

As far back as December 4, 2017, the city
council — itself newly elected at the time —

had approved a resolution to override some
zoning regulations for 500 Claremont that
would trigger the start of a potential zoning
regulation (see story December 12, 2017, p.
1).

As a result and “in a break with tradi-
tion,” Mayor Christina Smith had explain-
ed, she would raise her hand in approval
“to declare the approval was truly unani-
mous.”

Chomski explains his non-vote
on Claremont project

District 2 Councillor Jonathan Chomski
provided the following statement concern-
ing his brief exit from the council chamber
February 3 and recusal from the vote re-
garding the council’s approval for the
change at 500 Claremont, which was rec-
ommended by the Planning Advisory
Committee.

“This is a long-standing project that was
approved by a previous council and is al-
ready near completion,” he told the Inde-
pendent. “The applicant returned to PAC
and council only to seek approval for a
minor modification.

“By circumstance, one of the principals
associated with the project had previously

served as my official agent and represen-
tative during the October election [period].
While this had no bearing on the original
approval, and while the project itself had
already been authorized by a prior council,
I felt it was important to respect not only
the formal ethical rules, but also the ap-
pearance of a potential conflict.”

It was for that reason, he continued, that
“I recused myself both from the PAC dis-
cussion and from the council vote. Situ-
ations like this arise from time to time in
municipal governance, and I believe it is
essential that council consistently uphold
both the letter and spirit of our ethical
guidelines.”

HUITRES

ENMOUVEMENT

Quality Seafood

Gourmet Seafood
platter for two

$150 plus tax

6 lobster tails 50z each
cooked and cracked
with 2 Jumbo Cooked
Snow Crab Sections
100z each

Also included:
Homemade seafood
i cocktail sauce, lemon,
' garlic butter and
fresh chives

1
Independent newspaper i
and delivery is on us! i

5475, ave Royalmount Iocal 124, Mont-Royal (Qc)

www.huitresenmouvement.com

514 703-4770
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City adds fencing to Holton stairs,

hopes

......
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The staircase connecting Holton Ave. and Mount Pleasant Ave. has been closed since April 2025,
first with a concrete Jersey wall only, as seen September 5, 2025 at left. More recently, city workers

added fencing, as seen February 5.

By JENNIFER BALL

The entrance to the staircase connect-
ing Holton Ave. and Mount Pleasant
Avenue was closed for precautionary rea-
sons in April 2025 with a Jersey wall, and
fencing was added on February 5, presum-
ably to impede anyone from using the
closed stairs.

Pedestrians have been using the stairs
despite the concrete barrier and signage,
and the lack of snow shovelling.

At the November 17 council meeting, de
Casson resident and recent municipal
council candidate Alex Chamlian asked
Mayor Michael Stern if the city was com-

Westmount Dental Care

Dr. Douglas E. Hamilton

for repairs this sprin
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mitted to putting the dollars aside in the CHRISTMAS CARDS
2026 capital works budget to fix the stairs.

Mayor Stern replied, “Our Public Works
and Engineering departments are re-
viewing options now to determine what we
can do, maybe on an interim basis, to re-
open the stairs and we're looking at that
now.”

On February 5, Mugisha Rutishisha,
director of communications for the city,
told the Independent that “The city aims to
begin work in the spring. The Public
Works department is currently finalizing
the procurement requirements. Until a
contract is awarded, we cannot provide a
specific timeline or start date.”

~_ +13M+ CALLS, TEXTS,
AND EMAILS

514 895-7001

SYLVIE@SYLVIELAFRENIERE.COM

IF YOU'VE MET ME, WORKED WITH ME,
VISITED AN OPEN HOUSE, OR TOURED A
PROPERTY WITH ME, SEND ME A MESSAGE.
BONUS POINTS IF YOU TELL ME WHERE WE MET
AND WHICH YEAR,

BECAUSE EXPERIENCE SELLS!
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WALK PRUDENTLY

I spy: deep-water “footholes,” boot size
8109, outside 5 Saisons on Greene Ave. A
threat to ankles, axles and anything rolling
through. Au secours!

NATASHA ARORA, WOOD AVE.

GUESS THE ‘WORD OF THE YEAR’

I have had a little game that I play every
January. It’s called “Guess the Word of the
Year.” I have no award for myselfif I come
to the same conclusion as the dictionary
experts from various publications and I
usually get it wrong.

The emergence of a whole new lan-
guage with the rush to understand the
sweeping changes brought about by the
headlong acceptance of Al in our lives has,
of course, brought with it a new and vig-
orous need for wording,.

Hence the selections by the two doyens
of the dictionary trade. The choice of the
grand-dame of dictionaries, The Concise
Oxford Dictionary, is “rage bait” The
runner-up from the Merriam-Webster is
“slop.”

Both relate to the inundation of junk on
our internet connections that are overwhel-
ming users looking for factual results that
have merit and not just reams of blather.

I personally had chosen the word “pre-
carity.” If you have an old copy of either ref-
erenced dictionaries, you will not find the
word listed. It has materialized by itself
and now seem to enjoy a life of its own.

Itis a useful word and has a certain clip
to it that suggests authority. It is certainly
more adept than its forerunner “precari-
ousness.”

I await with anticipation for its first ap-
pearance in the Independent.

MicHAEL ST.B. HARRISON,
MOUNTAIN AVE.
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Police Report

Stayner Park chalet death probably
a drug overdose, say police

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. have
confirmed to the Independent that the death
of a man late last month in the public rest-
room at Stayner Park in lower Westmount
may have been the result of a drug poison-
ing, more commonly known as an over-
dose.

As we reported last week (p. 7), a 35-
year-old man was found dead in the park’s
restroom building on January 31. The inci-
dent was reported by a witness who saw
police cars, an ambulance and a hearse out-
side the building.

The fatality was confirmed two days
later by a Montreal police headquarters
spokesperson, saying the police did not
suspect any criminal involvement, but that
an autopsy would be done to determine the
cause of death.

Late last week, Station 12 spokesperson
Cst. Mike Yigit said that although the case
wasn’t resolved, “we’re entertaining the
idea that it may be an overdose.”

Although Cabot Square, a few blocks to
the east in the city of Montreal, is well
known as a gathering place for the home-
less, their activities rarely spill over into
small parks and green spaces in West-
mount, Yigit added.

“There is no park in Westmount that is
known to have homeless people living
there,” he said. “It happens occasionally,
so it is possible.” He said Stayner Park “is
not a problematic area for us. Definitely
not a Cabot Square-type of park.”

As well, he noted that as reports of drug
overdoses have become more common,
they have come to be associated somewhat
inaccurately with the homeless.

“Overdoses are across the island and
not only unique to the homeless,” said
Yigit, while adding that overdoses among
the homeless get reported more often
because they happen in public spaces.

Vehicle thefts rising?

The theft of a pick-up truck in West-
mount in late January, as reported to police
at Station 12, suggests that organized
vehicle thieves are becoming active once
again following a respite.

The theft on January 29 of the full-size
2023 white Toyota Tundra pick-up had
some of the hallmarks of professional
criminals.

After snatching it from a parking space
on de Maisonneuve Blvd., they drove it to
an underground parking lot in downtown
Montreal.

This was presumably so that it could
“cool off” while the perpetrators deter-
mined whether the truck had any geoloca-
tion devices aboard that would allow the
owner or the police to find it. As it so hap-
pens, that’s exactly what happened.

The officers investigating determined
that surveillance cameras at the garage re-
corded images of the vehicle being driven
in, as well as the suspects as they were leav-
ing. The Toyota Tundra ranked number
nine on a 2024 list of the most stolen
vehicles in Canada.

Shoplifting continues

Organized shoplifters are continuing to
make an impact at clothing and apparel
boutiques in Westmount.

On January 30, according to a report
filed at Station 12, four suspects walked
into the Lululemon store on Sherbrooke
St. at the corner of Prince Albert Ave., grab-
bing merchandise, then quickly running
out.

“Lululemon is a very popular marque,
so oftentimes these types of clothing are
targeted,” said Yigit.

Last year, staff at Station 12 stepped up
their efforts against shoplifting in light of
a surge of brazen thefts at higher-end West-
mount fashion boutiques like Lululemon.

Among other things, the merchants
were advised by the police to install secur-
ity cameras (if they hadn’t already done so),
and to modify how merchandise was dis-
played on open racks so that it wouldn’t be
as vulnerable to theft.

Law enforcement officials have reported
that shoplifting has become more sophis-
ticated in recent years, with groups of indi-
viduals working collaboratively to steal
large quantities of merchandise for re-sale
through online auction sites and e-com-
merce marketplaces.

Mini-Retail Review
Leonidas moves to

Westmount Square

Leonidas, formerly at 318A Victoria
Ave., has moved to Westmount Square.
The shop’s renowned Belgian chocolates
make the perfect sweet ending to sushi,
from the always packed Sushi Bar Kim
opposite.

The tiber-popular place, celebrating over
20 years, also offers take-out. The perfect
picnic amidst the orchid-filled atrium eat-
ing area at Westmount Square — or a snow
picnic! — VR.
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Mayor Stern explains his voting habits,
new ways to repair streets

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Mayor Michael Stern opened the re-
latively short and businesslike city council
meeting February 3 by explaining that, in
regard to why he raises his own hand to
vote on various motions: “I always vote be-
cause I have an opinion and I think people
should know my opinion.”

Previously, a mayoral vote was typically
used as a tie-breaker, although there were
exceptions (e.g. see p. 4), including one
(compensation) required by statute (see
February 12, 2019, p. 8).

Stern then switched to the city’s recent
adoption of its operating and capital works
budgets held at a special council meeting
January 16 with particular reference to the
“complicated process” of going to tender
and the impact of this winter’s weather.

The roads “are terrible” given the im-
pact of melting and raining followed by
freezing. Recently, the city used some five
tons of asphalt on each of two days, he said.

Repairing in ‘squares’ —
not pothole by pothole

As a result, the city will be working on
many different measures and “new tech-
nologies” such as undertaking repairs of
potholed streets in large sections, which
should be more solid than filling many
separate potholes, he explained. It is an ap-
proach that should last five years, he con-
tinued.

The meeting went on with updates and
comments from individual councillors
such as a meeting between District 6’s Paul
Levine (whose commissionership involves
“law and order”) with police officials.
Topics included demonstrations that block-
ed access to residents of some buildings
such as Westmount Square. “Police are
willing to meet with residents,” he said. As
aresult, a demonstration the previous Sat-

>

Mayor Michael Stern, centre, presents the city’s operating budget on January 13. He is flanked by

councillors Gurveen Chadha and Shawn Moss.

urday (January 31), “was more peaceful,”

he said.

Reports

While Councillor Gurveen Chadha
listed off many events slated for the library,
Councillor Kathleen Kez reminded resi-
dents of Public Security’s care packages for
people living on the street (see February 3,
p- 3) while finance commissioner Antonio
D’Amico pointed out that March 9 is the
date for the first tax bill payment.

Councillor Jeff Shamie said he had met
with a resident concerning traffic on Gros-

A VOTRE SERVICE =
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To Buy and Sell

514.715.6201

| Ifaughnan@remax-quebec.com

lorrifaughnan.ca

RE/MAX Action - WESTMOUNT

Prime Iocatlon 3bdr,
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venor Ave. in the block of Roslyn School to
explore ways to mitigate traffic though that
school zone.

Councillor Jonathan Chomski explained
that the first of capital works infrastructure
tenders coming up involved Sherbrooke
(Grosvenor to Strathcona), Grosvenor,
Mountain, Greene and a portion of Clare-
mont (Sherbrooke to Lorraine).

The 7 pm meeting, including questions
and a lengthy agenda, was over at 8:30 pm,
after which the council adjourned to con-
tinue a closed-door meeting of the general
committee.

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
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Au plaisir!
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Rotary Report

New book: Penfield and Cone mapped the bram but Iost each other

By JENNIFER BALL

Amity, disloyalty and
the irrepressible quest
to chart the human
brain are explored in
a recent book about
the Montreal Neuro’s
founders Dr. Wilder
Penfield and Dr. Wil-
liam Cone. The book
was written by The
Globe and Mail’s Que-
bec correspondent
Eric Andrew-Gee and |
published last year by |
Penguin/Random
House Canada.

Dr. Rolando Fausto
Del Maestro is the
William Feindel Pro-
fessor Emeritus in
neuro-oncology and
director of the Neu-
rosurgical Simula-
tion Research Center
at the Montreal Neurological Institute and
Hospital, where he has been involved in
simulating brain surgery by creating virtual

Canada.

WESTMOUNT’S
TRUSTED RUG &
CARPET CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

ZOU Ri Eml:.

Hand-washed
Never harsh

machine cleaning
Pet odour & urine
treatment specialists

Persian ¢ Oriental
e Silk ¢ Wool ¢ Antique
e Wall-to-wall
e Upholstery cleaning
Also: fringe repair e binding
e spot removal

White-glove turn-key service
Pick-up e Delivery
¢ Re-installation

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com

REFERRED FOR A REASON

THE MIND
MAPPERS

k AND THE OB
TO CHART THE BRAIN

The Mind Mappers by Eric Andrew-Gee. It was
published in 2025 by Penguin/Random House

scenarios. On February
4, he interviewed An-
drew-Gee about his book
The Mind Mappers in
front of a Rotary Club
of Westmount audience
at Victoria Hall.

Revolutionary
researchers

The work of non-fic-
tion centers on two
giants of local neuro-
surgery, Wilder Pen-
field and William Cone,
Il two men who revol-
| utionized neurology.
. The book is also a val-
entine to Montreal,
which emerged as a
global Mecca for brain
@ research after Penfield
founded the Neuro
here in 1934.

For the book,
Andrew-Gee mined
the extensive resources of McGill’s Osler
Library. His research led him to say of the
duo, “They had this hand-in-glove relation-
ship, incredibly intimate and fruitful for a
long time, until a dispute over succession
of the directorship of the institute and
other interpersonal issues pulled them
apart in this really quite tragic way.”

Different focuses

The book explores Penfield’s specialty
of epilepsy surgery, which necessitated put-
ting an electrode on the surface of the
patient’s brain while they were awake. He
discovered — sometimes by accident and
sometimes somewhat deliberately — what
the different areas of the brain did through
this method.

Andrew-Gee highlights how the two
scientists were polar opposites. Penfield

q I HT‘ >:+'+" i
. B "ﬁl >+°'a"'+ ) l{
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From left, Eric Andrew-Gee and Df. Rolando.Fausto Del Maestro in Victoria Hall on February 4.

was interested in the higher reaches of
science, mapping the brain and ultimately
hoping to understand the difference
between the mind and the brain, and how
they interact. Cone, on the other hand, was
a pure technician, a surgeon who was pri-
marily interested was in healing and whose
secondary interest was learning the secrets
of the mind.

Andrew-Gee explained that their story
is one of triumph and tragedy because they
accomplished these extraordinary things
all through the 1950s, but their friendship
came to a really bitter end.

“They mapped the brain but they lost

o

H

®, © % o Eautech
.o.'...: Irrigation
e Eclairage

Mike Nizzola

514-895-8077

info@irrigationeautech.com
www.irrigationeautech.com

WOOD
FINISHING

ON-SITE SERVICE
*Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces
*Polishing and
Staining
+Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

each other.”

The coup de grace came in 1959 when
Cone expressed a sense of betrayal once
Penfield announced to the institute staff
that he was retiring. He then set up a nomi-
nating committee to select his successor
without disclosing the information to Cone
nor assuming that Cone was the heir-
apparent.

The author said, “It’s sort of the end of
this really historic friendship in the history
of science.”

Jennifer Ball, the reporter who
authored this story, is a member of
the Rotary Club of Westmount.

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

S)

i STUART
DEARLOVE

www.stuartdeariove.com

Standard & Restorative Painting
Plaster
Stripping, Wood Finishing
Interior & Exterior
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

6 514-994-3187

RBQ 8328 8514 09

sdearlove@bell.net
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE
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Savoir-Fer Boucherie knows meat, cheeses and fish

Retail Review

/" % VERONICA REDGRAVE

Welcome to another new neighbour.
Savoir-Fer Boucherie has just opened.

I'm sure you get the subtle play on
words: it resonates perfectly. Riffing on the
saying savoir faire — which means “know-
how” — Matthew Snarch has demonstrated
just that. The chef-butcher-owner does,
indeed, know how.

He offers top-of-the-line quality beef,
hence also the reference to “fer” (iron in
English) “as red meat is one of the best
sources for heme-iron.” (Heme is an iron-
containing compound that forms the non-
protein part of hemoglobin.)

However, don’t just ask, “Where’s the
beef?” Your choices also include lamb,
pork and chicken (from PEI and Charle-
voix) — all organic. Cooking options range
from sous-vide/just heat and eat (butter
chicken my favourite) to home-made
sauces (try the balsamic with fig!).

The charcuterie counter proffers fabu-
lous cheeses (no need to fight market
crowds anymore), famed chorizo Iberico
“born in Spain” and “acorn-fed” Bellota
ham.

His tapas shelf has sought-after La
Brujula sardines and tuna belly from Spain
and olives from Sicily.

Along with your take-home delights,
daily luncheon take-out offers a choice of
just-made sandwiches.

You can enjoy it right there by the wel-
coming “fire” and listen to cool jazz; or pic-
nic in the snow.

Pop in or order online at Savoir-Fer, the
only butcher shop in Westmount.

» Matthew Snarch

Profecting tWhat Matters

" 514-905-1010

L ik ST
SAVOIR-FER WESTMOUNT
344 Victoria
514.485.3344

boucherieSavoirfer.com
Monday to Friday 10 am to 6 pm
Saturday 10 am to 5 pm

Manoir Westmount

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

= &%
Agreat community, ina perfect locatiop,
EI:?%’: A

s =

Very affordable all inclusive rates...
v All meals v Medication distribution
 Daily tea v 24 hour security
+ Daily housekeeping ¢ 24 hour nurse
 Personal Laundry v Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.

4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 218 @%

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
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The ultimate Endermologie facial

A true natural
skin workout to boost
collagen, elastin, and

hyaluronic acid. )

s Firms the skin

s Smooths wrinkles

¢ Drains the lymph

s Increases blood flow 4
o

No needles - No surgery

CENTRE DE
MASSODERMIE®
i DE MONTREAL

4040 Ste-Catherine W
Suite 510
Westmount
5148213088
www.massodermie.com

- No chemicals - No downtime

VINIAGE

MUSTS

ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545
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PROCHAINE SEANCE

DU CONSEIL

| infowESTMOUNT

2026.02.10 * Vol. 7/03

Mardi 3 mars

NEXT COUNCIL

MEETING

Tuesday, March 3

Taxes fonciéres 2026

Les comptes de taxes fonciéres pour
2026 seront livrés par la poste dans la
semaine du 9 février. lls sont également
déja accessibles via la plateforme en
ligne Voilal. westmount.org/taxes

Property Taxes 2026

Property tax bills for 2026 will be
delivered by mail during the week

of February 9. They are also available
for consultation on the Voila! online
property portal. westmount.org/taxes

Restez a I'affiit des opérations de

déneigement!

L'application Info-Neige permet de suivre
'état des rues et I'avancement du
déneigement. Elle permet aussi des alertes
personnalisées.
westmount.org/deneigement

Dépotsillégaux : éviter une amende!
La Ville rappelle aux résidents qu'il est
strictement interdit de se débarrasser de tout
résidu ménager dans les poubelles publiques
ou sur les espaces publics sous peine
d’amende. westmount.org/actualites

Inscription aux activités du printemps
Les inscriptions aux activités du printemps ont
débutés le mardi 10 février pour les résidents de
Westmount. Assurez-vous d'avoir réactivé votre
compte en ligne avant de procéder a votre
inscription. westmount.org/activites

Abonnez-vous aux notifications
personnalisées !

Ne manquez jamais une date de collecte et soyez
informé en cas de retard ou de changement
d'horaire en vous abonnant aux notifications
municipales via le Portail citoyen.
westmount.org/collectes

BIBLIOTHEQUE ET EVENEMENTS COMMUNAUTAIRES

Stay on top of snow operations!

The Info-Neige app allows users to track snow
removal operations and street conditions, and
also offers the option to receive personalised
alerts. westmount.org/snowremoval

lllegal Dumping: Avoid a fine!

The City reminds residents that it is strictly
prohibited to dispose of any household
waste in public garbage cans or on public
spaces under penalty of fines.
westmount.org/news

Spring Sports and

Recreation Registration

Registration for spring 2026 began on Tuesday,
February 10, for Westmount residents.
Remember to reactivate your account

online before registration.
westmount.org/activities

Optin to personalised notifications!
Never miss a collection date, and be advised of
any delays or schedule changes by opting in the
municipal notifications via the Citizen Portal.
westmount.org/collections

LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

Exposition: Tuba Qurban

Du 16 janvier au 20 février, La Galerie du Victoria
Hall. Venez découvrir I'exposition Ce qui luit de
I'artiste Tuba Qurban ! A travers le potentiel de
I'image imprimée et des fibres naturelles, I'artiste
explore les contrastes entre la matérialité du
papier et les surfaces translucides.
westmount.org/evenements

Ciné-club:

Exhibiting Forgiveness (2024)

24 février, 14 h, Victoria Hall. En anglais.
Joignez-vous au Ciné-club ! Un artiste en pleine
ascension voit sa vie bouleversée par la visite
inattendue de son pére, un ancien toxicomane en
voie de guérison qui cherche désespérément a se
réconcilier avec lui. westmount.org/evenements

Club de films documentaires :

The Stand (2024)

25 février, 19 h, Salle Westmount (Bibliothéque).
En anglais. A 'automne 1985, un petit groupe
d’Haidas s’est rassemblé sur une route forestiére
boueuse de I'lle Lyell et a refusé de bouger. Il s'en
est suivi un acte de résistance pacifique
historique qui a déclenché une prise de
conscience a I'échelle nationale. westlib.org

E-WESTMOUNT | inscrivez-vous « sign up: west

SE TROUVER
FINDING YOURSELF

Concours littéraire créatif McEntyre
Jusqu'au 22 mars, Bibliothéque de Westmount.
Participez au Concours littéraire créatif McEntyre
2026 autour du théme Se trouver ! Que ce soit par
une histoire, un poéme ou un essai, exprimez
votre vision de I'identité et de la communauté. Le
concours s’adresse aux éléves du primaire et du
secondaire qui fréquentent une école de
Westmount, y résident ou sont abonnés ala
Bibliothéque publique de Westmount.
westlib.org

Rencontre d’auteure :

Catherine Mavrikakis

26 mars, 19 h, Victoria Hall. Lauteure discutera de
son livre The Annex. La traductrice Kathryn
Gabinet-Kroo se joindra a la conversation.
westlib.org

Exhibition: Tuba Qurban

From January 16 to February 20, The Gallery
at Victoria Hall. Discover Shimmering, an art
installation by Tuba Qurban! Through the
potential of the printed image and natural
fibres, the artist explores the contrasts
between the materiality of paper and
translucent surfaces. westmount.org/events

Film Club:

Exhibiting Forgiveness (2024)
February 24, 2 p.m., Victoria Hall. Join the Film
Club! An artist on the path to success is
derailed by an unexpected visit from his
estranged father, a recovering addict
desperate to reconcile.

westmount.org/events

Documentary Film Club:

The Stand (2024)

February 25, 7 p.m., Westmount Room
(Library). In the fall of 1985, a small group of
Haida people stood on a muddy logging road
on Lyell Island and refused to move. What
followed was a landmark act of peaceful
resistance that sparked a nationwide
reckoning. westlib.org

unt.org/ewestmount

514 989-5200 -

McEntyre Creative

Writing Competition

Until March 22, Westmount Library. Join the
2026 McEntyre Creative Writing Contest on the
theme Finding Yourself! Through a story, poem,
or essay, explore identity and community in your
own words. The contest is open to elementary
and high school students who attend school in
Westmount, live in Westmount, or are members
of the Westmount Public Library. westlib.org

Author event: Catherine Mavrikakis
March 26, 7 p.m., Victoria Hall. In French. The
author will discuss her book The Annex. The
translator, Kathryn Gabinet-Kroo, will join the
conversation. westlib.org

westmount.org
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Winter Carnival means food — and mas

RITSI | Cournal

Monday-Friday 10-6 4861 Sherbrooke St.
Saturday 10-5 514-484-5656

www.courvalfinelingerie.com
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It was the right day to be cozying up to a fire and munching roasted marshmallows. Westmount \ * = il 4
Scouts representatives Chris (red jacket) and Dan (white jacket) were handing out marshmallows | ? ’ 4
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Mascots Bee Safe and Olaf generated lots of smiles as they hugged unsuspecting residents.

PHoOTOS: RALPH THOMPSON.
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9 Lives

LYSANNE FOWLER

Henry is adorable and affectionate,
bringing laughter and joy wherever he
goes. A sweet grey-and-black tabby, he is
available for adoption from the Montreal
SPCA cattery. He is cuddly and playful, a
great little friend who still shares in his kit-
tenish ways.

Henry is one year young, very healthy,
up to date with his inoculations, neutered
and microchipped.

To find out more about him, please
scroll to the Montreal SPCA website at
www.spca.com, search for his information
page from his identification number,
2000383198, and plan your trip to the
shelter to visit Henry as it is open every day.

It is open for visits and meetings with
adoption coordinators from Monday to Fri-
day from 3 pm to 8 pm, then Saturday and
Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. The Montreal
SPCA is located at 5215 Jean Talon St.
West, Cote des Neiges, Montreal, H4P 1X4.

Just a note to suggest you bring your
carrier or you can choose one from the
selection at the onsite boutique that offers
foods, accessories and toys, all that is
needed for you to settle Henry in when you

Public works, cont’d from p. 1

“Over the past few years, a big part of my
work was focused on waste management,”
she explained. “One of the greatest chal-
lenges has been helping residents adopt
proper waste sorting practices, especially
the food waste [compost] collection.”

She acknowledges that “any change in
daily habits takes time, and we focused on
clear information and ongoing improve-
ments. I'm encouraged by the progress

Henry: Adorable, affectionate, kittenish

get home with him.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

we're seeing, and I'm confident our com-
munity will continue moving in the right
direction and reduce the amount of gar-
bage sent to landfill.”

She’s “really proud of the team we have
at Public Works. Our group is made up of
experienced, highly competent people who
care about providing reliable services to
residents. We're committed to continuous
improvement and to delivering the kind of
service our community deserves.”

FELINE & CO PET CARE

SERVICES INCLUDE
- Meals and fresh water
- Litter box cleaning
- Medication administration
L Play time

Contact Rachael for bookings
438-370-5810
rachael@felinecopetcare.com

PET SITTING & DOG WALKS!

Katie loves everyone — and cuddling

Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER
s i

Precious Katie is a delightful Yorkie
mix, a lovely young companion who is
quite social and affectionate. She is pres-
ently in a foster home and is ready for a
new family as her previous owner has
passed away. She loves everyone around
the home and would be fine on her own
in the daily routine of cuddling, play and
walkies, or enjoy sharing with a compan-
ionable small family dog or cat.

Katie is a very healthy three-year-old, up
to date with her inoculations and spayed.

As a petite 15-pound girlie, she would
be better in a family with children who are
a bit older.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at
my email lysfow@gmail.com for more
information on Katie and more adorable

photographs.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

Winter Carnival means hockey!

R

—1-:._#-— e

At the city’s Winter Carnival February 7 at Murray Park, the M7 Wings boys (under age 7) were
battling it out on the ice to the roar of supporting parents.

PHOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.
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MMFA ball celebrates freedom, highlights Monkman exhibit

Social Notes

I VERONICA REDGRAVE

The  much-anticipated  Montreal
Museum of Fine Arts ball was sold out,
again. Titans, tsars and stars gathered
under the theme of freedom — “the freedom
to be oneself, to love, to create, to innovate.”
Celebrating Quebec and Canadian art,
the 65th edition of the museum ball was
presented by IG Private Wealth Manage-
ment. The evening paid special tribute to
the museum’s signature exhibition Kent
Monkman: History Is Painted by the Victors.
The gala was co-chaired by Erik Ryan,
special advisor on stakeholder engagement
AtkinsRéalis; Jérome Pécresse, chief execu-
tive, aluminium and lithium Rio Tinto;
Tracy Robinson, CEO CN; and Alexandre % _
L'Heureux, CEO, WSP Global. g ] ' !
Famed Fogo Island Inn executive chef i
Timothy Charles, collaborating with the y .
Fairmont The Queen Elizabeth, created %
the gourmet menu highlighting special fla- ; -3 - . : =
vours from Newfound- Timothy Charles, Erik Ryan, Mary-Dailey Desmarais, Stéphane Aquin, Jo-Anne Duchesne, Alexandre L'Heureux, Tracy Robinson, Henry
land. The gala’s artistic  continued onp. 14 Adom and Renée Condo.

FLOWING LINES

Our signature bracelet design coils gracefully
around the wrist, set with 120 brilliant cut
diamonds for a brilliant finish. Available in

single or multiple rows.

s
KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSTONATETEW ELLERY.: SINCE ~1:9:54

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son
Moritz Grossmann - Schwarz Etienne - Gerald Charles - Laurent Ferrier

Spiral Ring - 94 brilliant cut diamonds F/VS1 0.48ctw 2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Social notes..., cont’d from p. 13

direction was by the MMFA Foundation
team and Agence Niché. The event’s
partner-artist and set designer was artist
Rénée Condo, a member of the Mi’kmaq
community of Gesgapegiag. Condo also
created a special banquet hall.

Noted during the eve were the MMFA’s
Rossy Foundation director Stéphane
Aquin; Zhao-Ionescu chief curator Mary-
Dailey Desmarais; and the MMFA Foun-
dation’s chair board of trustees Henry Miz-
rahi and director Jo-Anne Duchesne.

Minimalism was out of the closet for the
night. Hashtag outfits included dramatic
drag dresses, long glamorous gowns, short
cocktail dresses and innovative cosplay out-
fits. And, of course, 50 shades of black.

Some opted for shimmer: sequins grab-
bed attention. Noted admiring Monkman
and his studio’s work were Mélanie Char-
bonneau, film director/screenwriter; Ulric
Adom, CFO Aluminium at Rio Tinto; Yves
Lalumiere, CEO Tourisme Montréal; Phil-
ippe Fehmiu, host ICI Musique; Caroline
Monnet, multidisciplinary artist; actors
Florence Longpré and Nicolas Michon; K-
Maro, singer, producer, gallerist; and Anne-
Sophie Mignaux-Kamar, MMFA’'s Women
of Influence Circle.

Also seen in the chic crowd were Paul
Desmarais 111, Pascale Bourbeau and her
husband Pierre-Karl Péladeau and his
daughter Marie Péladeau, Charles Lafor-
tune, Nicola Merola, Manon Blanchette,
Serge Grimaux, Claude Blanchet, Julie Ins-
ley and Pauline Marois.

Guests were welcomed — and enter-
tained — by acrobats and drag queens. The
benefit gala, crucial to ensuring the future
of the museum, raised $2 million.

(PS: Mark your agendas. The next museum
ball will take place November 7, 2026.)

» Right, Paul Desmarais Ill, Mary-Dailey Des-
marais, Florence Longpré and Nicolas Michon.
» B Far right, from left, top: Marie Péladeau,
Charles Lafortune, Nicola Merola, Manon Blan-
chette, Serge Grimaux and Claude Blanchet;
seated: Julie Insley, Pierre-Karl Péladeau, Pauline
Marois and Pascale Bourbeau.

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

inﬁng‘ . T | Expert Evaluations
e Full Professional Setups
Snuff Bottles .

’ Complete Cleanup Available

Porcelain Plaque

amie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue .8 Buddha Figures £
J514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 20 VILANTIQUES & FINE ART % 514 236-4159
alison.$talker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1 N Appriser-Consultat 57 www.rondably.com

Porcelain S 14_944_4919 Porcel-:;n The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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sicotte &co

Marie Sicotte +1514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Westmount
3 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, APT. 617-618

Mile-End

Westmount Westmount
73 HILLSIDE AV. 348 GROSVENOR AV. 5678 AV. DE UESPLANADE 3720 REDPATH RD.
E \ GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.

E " Scan me to know me! 245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé6
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SARDAGI

COLLECTION

REMAX

WELCOME HOME

Wi

I

- i

15, Surrey Gardens | Westmount | $3,998,000 544, Av. Claremont | Westmount | $2,195,000

OWL'S HEAD MOUNTAIN # 5

353, Av. Kensington 93, Ch. du Hibou 28, Rue Radisson 57, Av. Springgrove
Westmount | $2,785,000 Eastern Townships | $2,700,000 + GST/QST Dollard-des-Ormeaux Outremont

(514) 700-2468 | BARDAGI.COM

© RE/MAX du Cartier GB. Real estate agency, independent and autonomous franchisee of RE/MAX du Cartier. 246 Dunbar Ave., Mont-Royal, QC, H3P 2H5.






